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Monk burns

himself to death
for peace

Saigon A 28 year old Bud
dhist monk Thich Lang
Chi burned himself to
death today his way of
answering a call from
President Nguyen Van
Thieu for a national day of
prayer for peace
As members of South

Vietnam s several religions
Buddhists Catholics

Hoa Hao and Cao Dal
flocked to churches and
pagodas the monk silently
poured petrol over himself
and died alone 1n the court
yard of a Saigon pagoda
police sources said
The President had called

on citizens to observe a day
of prayer today for peace
and for the government
troops and civilians who
died in the Viet Congs
lunar year offensive
The monk left a note say

ing he was making himself
a holocaust unto Buddha
who might thus answer his
appeal for peace
The police said the monk

also left a second note 1n a
sealed envelope but would
not disclose its contents
Self ummolation was ado

pted as a fiery protest by
Buddhist monks.when they
began a struggle movement
which finally let to the ove
rthrow of President Ngo
Dinh Diem in November
1963
They used the dramatic

symbol several time agal
nst successive regimes and
ummolations was a central
part of the mass demonstr
ations by militant Buddh
Ist against the government
of the then Premier Nguy
en Cao Ky 1n 1965 and 1966

Pak aims to revive
glory of ancient

Mughal city Lahore
Lahore Pakistan Perched on

scaffold ng restorat on
experts ch p away at

decades of gr me and repar
broken mosact es nabd
to save the colossal mura s
dep ct ng h stor c batt es

and rega ceremon es on the
wa s of Lahore fort The

pa nstak ng work s part of
efforts to preserve Lahore s
crumb ng arch tecturalhs
tory as off cas jugg econ
serv ng ts d verse her tage
w th bu dng modern nfra

structure n Pak stans chaot
c second cty The metropo
s whch once served as the

cap tal of the Mugha emp re
that stretched across much

of the subcont nent has
been subsumed nto a myr
ad of c v1 sat ons across the
centures Thsrchpast s

mostvsbe nthem eu of
arch tecture salted across

the Wa ed C ty of Lahore
from H ndu temp es and

Mughal forts to S kh gurd
waras and adm n strat ve

off ce bu t dur ng the Raj
You get ah story of a thou

sand years 500 year old
houses and monuments and
mosques shr nes and a very
peaceful atmosphere says

Kamran Lashar drector
general of the Walled C ty of

Lahore Author ty (WCLA)
Prme among them and dat
ng back to the 11th century

the Lahore fort was f rst
bu t of mud and was then
later re nforced w th stone

over the centur es by a ong
cast of Mugha emperors

who oversaw ts expans on
and the accompany ng art

work But per ods of conflict
along with searing heat

monsoon rains and years of
neg ect have taken a to! on

the fort Despite the onset of
decay experts suggest the
city s vast slamic architec
tural heritage could make It

a contender to rival more
estab shed S Ik Road travel
dest nat ons Lahore can

eas ly compete w th
Samarkand t nearly match

es spahan says Sophe
Makar ou pres dent of the

Par s an based Nat onal
Museum of As an Arts

Makar ou adds that ts fa lure
to sh ne s more to do wth
safety concerns that have
p agued the nat on after

mult pe attacks Due to the
bad reputat on of Pak stan t

rema ns unknown she
exp ans But as secur ty

across Pak stan cont nues to
mprove off cals are hop ng
to rev ve Lahores ost glory
More than 40 conservat on

sts w th the the WCLA
nclud ng eng neers arch
tects and ceram sts from

across the obe are cur
rently work ng on restor ng

the mosa c mural on the
fort s exter or - AFP

African Grey Parrots
have vocabularies of
over 200 words
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While
sahitya or lit-
erary aspect
has been
inextricably
woven with
the sangeet
or music,
poetry takes
a humourous
twist on Holl,
with poets
regaling
audiences
and vying to
evoke laugh-
ter at the
plethora of
hasya kavi
sammelans
specially
organised on
the occasion

oli preparations
are afoot 1n my
home with niece
insisting that we

must make guyiyas and I
am sarcastically remind
ing her of our last years
gujiyas that resembled
weapons of Majnu s destr
uctions stones thrown
at Majnu for falling 1n love
with Laila and having
to buy guylyas to eat
Water pipe long enough
to reach Timbuktu has
been acquired and
balloons are
already filled and
kept ready to
demolish the
unsuspecting
I have taken

it upon myself
to download

Hindi cinema
to play at the
neighbourhood

artscope
Bs 2

party and as I do it I am
amazed at the sheer
plethora of Bollywood
numbers about the fest
val I also see the way the
songs and their picturisa
tion has evolved over the
years From the rather shy
enticingly lyrical and
understated Holi aayee re
Kanhai rang chhalke suna
de jara bansur1 from
Mother India to the overt
sexuality of Balam
pichkar1 jo tune mujhe
maariin Yeh Jawaan1 Hal
Deewan1 to the relatively
brazen Sholay number
Holi ke din dul mul jaate
hain and of course the
immortal Sulswia number
Rang barse bheege chunar
wali to beautiful Holi
Khele Raghuveera in
Baghban the entire gamut
of film music has dictated
how pogular culture 1n the
urban milieu will perceive
and play the festival
But then all cultures do

have such festivals where
they let their hair down
they may be called by
other names might hap
pen during different times
of the year but have link
ages across cultures For
instance I find Halloween
so akin to Holi where peo
ple paint their faces and
appear almost ghoulish is
no different from Holi as
we must be appearing to
the Westerners Or for that
matter even the Tomatina
festival from Spain when
tomatoes are the mode of
mass destruction rather
than colour or the Water
Fight festival in Thailand
and many others that one

may
not even have heard

I have often wondered
why visual artists dont
make so much of Holi as
the performing artistes
the answer stares me in
the face as I look at the

piles of entic
ingly vrbrant
colours on
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am my studio loc king at
the beautiful rows of jars
of colours and as a visual
artist f understand that
every day 1s Holi for us in
sO many ways It 1s
because we play with
colours all the time
In the plastic arts there

are any number of Holi
scenes depicted 1n the Pah
ari Deccan and Rajast
hani miniatures Whereas
the classical tradition did
not reflect life cycles and
major festivals but was
more preoccupied with
time seasons and nayika
with the sole exception of
Hori as it 1s known in
the Braj region the folk
tradition on the contrary
found expression for
moods and lifestyles A
Hamp) stone panel dating

to the 16th century has
men and women celebrat
meg Holi with pichkaz 1s
In the musical tradition

chaiti and hori idioms
have piovided the bridge
between the little and the
great tradition or the folk
and the classical with
Ho11 being akin to the
dhrupad genre The com
plex inter relation betw
een the two 1s epitomised
with the classical being
withdrawn and inward
looking and the folk hav
ing enough gung ho to
sweep off by sheer force of
the earthy spirit
Images of Holi Krishna

Radha gulal bhang song
abir dance et al
imagery as difficult to sep
arate as the Shavite and
Vaishnavite traditions in

the north On one hand 1s
the playful Krishna teas
ing Radha and the gopis
spraying tesu water and
on the other 1s the power
ful presence of Shiva m1x
ing his bhang Perhaps
this 1s why the first gulal
1s smeared on the
Shivalinga and only after
partaking bhang his
prasad can festivities
commence A classic case
of intertwining of two
completely diverse stre
ams The traditional burn
ing of Holika Prahlads
aunt 1s reminiscent of the
Vaishnavite tradition as
Prahlad was saved by the
manifestation of Vishnu
as the Narasimha avatar
the bhang and playing
with the Shivalinga harks
back to the Shavite tradi

XR

tion The pitambar or yel
low is also the colour of
phagun while the bhang
thandai 1s white associat
ed with Shiva
Kathak maestro Buirju

Mahara] s father Bindadin
Maharaj and uncle Sham
bhu Maharaj were past
masters at enacting Holl
related thumris Their
progeny too do them pro
ud And who can remain
untouched when Birju
Mahara) sings and dances
Aaj khero shaam sang
hori can one really
remain untouched by the
Holi spirit? Or for that
matter Biryu Mahara) sin
ging and simultaneously
enacting Dekho hori ke
khelaiya kaise ban ban
aaye rather like the bar
atof Shiva
Holi or Hor 1s intrinsic

to the Krishna lore and
finds innumerable mani
festations in the cultural
ethos Be 1t Radha s village
Barsana where the lath
amaar Holi is played with
gusto by women actually
hitting the men amid
singing of traditional son
gs who are hard put to
defend themselves or Kri
shnas village Nandgaon
whose inhabitants go to
Barsana to play Holi with
the gopis ala Krishna
In Vrindavan the festi

val itself was known as
phaag And phaag khel 1s
not restricted to a single
day in the rural areas but
could last as long as two
weeks Music and dance
replete with literary refer
ences to Hori abound
Poetry has been inter
twined into the perform
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ing arts In an inseparable
form Having experienced
the spirit of the playful
cowherd im the people and
the ambience it 1s no exag
geration that Radha and
Krishna seem to lurk just
out of sight and in that
sense Krishna of
Vrindavan epitomises the
playful element of child
hood and adolescence so
dear to Indian mother
hood While sahitya or lit
erary aspect has been
inextricably woven with
the sangeet or music poet
ry takes a humourous
twist on Holi with poets
regaling audiences and
vying to evoke laughter at
the plethora of hasya kav1
sammelans specially
organised on the occasion
The Phool Dol festival in

Nathdwara too glorifies
the Krishna legend On the
full moon of Phagun
month Krishna and
Navneetpriyajis silver
statues are bedecked n
golden yellow flowers
the colours of Phagun and
rocked in a flower bedec
ked swing from which the
festival Phool Dol takes 1ts
name In fact it 1s here
that the Holi festivities
begin with Jadoon ki Holi
played with Srinathy1
In Manipur the Dhol

Choloms are specially
played for Yaosung as Hoh
is known there Dance
troupes or palas from all
over the Manipur congre
gate at the Govindji
Temple in Imphal for
Yaosung and vie with each
other to perform raas
sankirtana and cholom
Preparations are made
months in advance with
pride of place accorded to
the Singh pala or the
royal troupe Singing and
dancing was considered a
must for the royals as both
part of ritual and culture
Yellow predominates
again and it 1s a sight
indeed fit for the Gods
In Gujarat too the raas

performed on Holi 1s

replete with the Krishna
theme in both dance and
music In Rajasthan the
chaang or the large single
frame drum 1s the accom
paniment for the phaag
geet In the cow belt the
light banter peculiar to
Holi and the entire lore of
the gaali tradition 1s a
socially recognised valida
tion of relieving sexual
desire According to one
interpretation the shape
and usage of the pichkar!
too has sexual connota

n

tions But whocares itis
Holi after all

Dr Alka Raghuvansh1 1s
an art writer curator

and artist and can
be contacted on

alkaraghuvansh1
@yahoo com

Investing in Bihar goats to improve rural poor incomes
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the lives of poor rural women 1n four
blocks of Muzaffarpur district of
Bihar by improving the production
and productivity of their goats While
the rich farmers invest in dairying
the marginalised have to make do with
goats often called the poor mans cow
The new importance given to the

small sturdy Black Bengal goat was
visible in Shantipur village of
Bochcha block Raised goat sheds
kitchen gardens with a plot reserved
for growing grass for them large
bowls filled with the nutritious green
fodder azolla for improving the health
and weight of the.ruminants and
tethered goats being taken for grazing
reflect the new status they enjoy
With Bihar having the third largest

goat population 1n the country Project
Mesha (the Sanskrit name for a ram)
1s being implemented since mid 2016
by the Aga Khan Rural Support
Programme (AKRSP) with funding
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda
tion In fact this is the first livestock
development programme being
supported by the foundation in India
Spread over five years the Mesha
project intervention 1s in 351 villages
of Muzaffarpur With the support of
the Bihar rural livelihood project
JEEVIKA there are plans to upscale 1t
to other districts
Since 70 per cent of the landless in

Bihar supplement their livelihood
through goat rearing this livestock
development programme benefits the
animals and the women who rear
them A womens empowerment
component has also been woven 1n and
the money from goat rearing 1S

expected to go directly to the women
Self Help Groups (SHGs) of those

rearing goats are the nucleus for

imparting new knowledge and skulls
goat rearing as well as empowering

women to reach out to the gram
panchayats for their job cards and
assert themselves the family The
Pashu Sakhis were selected from the
SHGs on the basis of their potential
and interest in the work Family
consent 1s also sought since the Pashu
sakhis would be out of their homes for
long hours for training and to tend to
goats
So far 107 women have been trained

as Pashu Sakhis and another 143 are to
be trained Each Pashu Sakhi has the
responsibility for the welfare of goats

about 200 households Tull Project
Mesha was Initiated there was a high
mortality rate among young goats In
the absence of government veterinary
support women turned to the local
unqualified goat healers Now there is
growing confidence in the Pashu
Sakhis who have been trained in three
phases over 15 days They deworm
goats vaccinate them castrate young
bucks assist the SHGs to improve the
feed of the goats and weigh them
periodically so that a good price is
assured
Earlier women sold the goats when

they needed money or they felt 1t was
sick and would die Now they have
been trained to improve the weight
and quality of the goat and sell around
Holi and Id when goats are 1n demand
and prices are good
The Pashu Sakhis are initially

supported by the AKRSP which
provides various tools of their trade
like the brudizzo or castrator the
weighing scales as well as 31500 a
month 3750 as thei stipend and an
equal amount for doing various Jobs
like vaccination deworming etc In
the second year they get the stipend
and are supposed to be paid per
service by the goat owner In the third
year they are entirely on their own
earning per service provided So fora
vaccination a Pashu Sakhi charges 38
of which 35 1s the cost of vaccine and
%3 her service charge Similarly she
earns money for deworming Their

Poor oca women nBhar are be ng tra ed as Pashu Sakhis to care for goats
and mprove the r product on and product v ty

largest earning 1s from castration
350 per buck
Pashu Sakhi Sheela Devi of

Shantipur village who was in the first
batch trained in August 2016 has done
150 castrations and says with pride
not a single buck fell ill or bled
Earlier castration was done by men
using a knife This sometimes resulted
in toxemia or the animal bled
Respect for me has increased in the
village after I became a Pashu Sakhi
Now people come to me for advice
she says Ragini Dev1 another Pashu
Sakhi was thrilled to meet chief
minister Nitish Kumar at an
orientation meeting at Jharan Almost
15 per cent of the Pashu Sakhis are
from the mimority community and at
Sakhra village where there was some
resistance to women doing the
castration there was a fear that the
castiated gurbani bakri (sacrificial
goat) may not sell Fortunately the
Maulv1 spoke to the community and
the role of women as well as bloodless

castration was accepted
At Rohua Birnarayaan village

Mushahr1 block feisty Munna Devi
reflected the changing face of the
Pashu Sakhis With 300 households
and 900 goats under her care for a year
and a half she was confident as well as
articulate When the Mahila
Samakhya programme that she was
working with folded up she was bored
and desperate for a job However she
admits that her role as a Pashu Sakhi
was tough initially Catching goats and
giving them injectlons was a new
experience My hands were trembling
when I held the syringe for the first
time but with each training session I
attended my confidence and dexterity
increased she says I have given
over 60 injections 1n the last year and a
half and don t hesitate to visit a home
at dead of night if a goat is ill
Though not trained for dealing with
fractures having watched vets putting
splints she was able to set right a
fracture

With four to six goats of their own
and their earning as Pashu Sakhis the
women are earning anything from
31 500 to 35 000 a month In the coming
years Munni Devi 1s confident her
earnings could soar to 310000 a
month After becoming a Pashu Sakhi
Munni Devi has bought and registered
one kattha of land in her name and
constructed a house
Earnings of the goat rearing women

have also- increased With the con
struction of raised bamboo and thatch
goat sheds instead of the urine
drenched bhussa or grass goats are
healthier and the mortality rate has
dropped Goats are fed a nutritious
mix of wheat and cake residue
green fodder azolla and kitchen gar
den remnants Many of the women are
making the mixture and selling it to
others at %125 for five kg In the mon
soons the goats are not allowed to
wade into water bodies from which
they can contract liver flu and other
infections The goats are healthier and
fatter Earlier buyers would guess the
weight of a goat and pay less Now
after being weighed on scales a goat
earlier sold for %7 500 1s now fetching
%12 000 to 313 000 Most women have a
minimum of three goats but some
have six to eight goats The Black
Bengal goat breed of Bihar though
small size has two to three kids ata
time as against the one kid produced
by the bigger Jamunapar1 and Sirohi
goats of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan
respectively The meat quality of the
Black Bengal goats 1s good and 1ts skin
can be used as high quality leather
As a part of the upscaling of Mesha

project a study on breed improvement
is being conducted by Nimkar
Agriculture Research Institute Pune
and support provided by AbacusBio
New Zealand an international leader
in agribusiness Also on the cards are
improvement of the goat chain value
and marketing

The writer 1s a veteran
Journalist based

in New Delhi
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A 28 minute award winning documenatry on
cerebral palsy patient Jeeya Ghosh holds out
a ray of hope to the differently abled as well
as the abled ones ENTERTAINMENT page 8

French President Emmanuel Macron s
memoir Revolution reads more like a

pol tical man festo It hardly reveals anything

Much before the Olympic sport of

wrestling came nto being dangal was
the accepted test of a mans stamina
and power SPORT page 5 about his personal life BOOKS page 6

8

Recordinganewchallenge
T is not just the physically fit who
love taking up a challenge and setting
records like climbing a mountain or
pulling a truckwith just their teeth or
theirmoustache Thosewith disabili

ties too feel elated and get a high when
they create records in challenging activi
ties hke sky diving running a full
marathon with an artificial leg or driving
a carwith just their feet
The Limca Book of Records features

several such heroes 1n 1ts 2018 edition
These heroes belong to different parts of
the country come from different age
groups (nine to 50 years) but have sim1
lar gritty stories to share that inspire
people to rise above their disabilities
Two of them Sai KaustuvDasgupta and

Raghurama Bhat live Puttaparthi near
Bengaluru Bhat (30) 1s a quadriplegic
having no sensation below the neck But
mn March 2017 he skydived from 12 000
feet atMysuru Bhat tandem with his
instructor Pavel had a free fall of 5 000
feet and then came down with the para
chute Falling at a speed of 200 miles per
hourwas an amazing experience he says
The first of 1ts kind skydive by a quad

riplegicwas done afterBhat had a year s
training and various dry runs supported
by a team of professional sky riders of
Kakim Enterprises Pvt Ltd Bhat 1s a
radio jockey (RJ) at Sri Sathya Sai Baba
Radio Station at Puttaparthi and also
does voiceovers Dedicating his achieve
ment to all the disabled people he says
Disability 1s the body not the mind
People with disability should live their
dream He nowwants to do paragliding
At 19 thisRJwas a cheerful teenager But

life changed for him forever in November
2005when hewentwith friends to see Riv
er Chitravathi in Puttaparthi which was
flowing after a decade It looked so inviting
thathe dived not realising 1twas notdeep
enough His headhit the ground andhe felt
hisneck snap He couldnotmove his hmbs
Fortunately his friends pulled him out
Bhat was paralysed below the shoul

ders Thenext two yearswentby 1n ahaze
ofpain for him and his family Apart from
the physical pain therewas psychological
and emotional upheaval aswell However
with the support of family and friends his
smile returned and life picked up
Though confined to awheelchair he first
completed his B Sc and thenMA Eng
lish literature Bhat has also authored a
book Rainbows OverMy Sky which has
been translated into Hindi
Another such person 1s Dasguptawho

1s also confined to a wheelchair with 80

per cent disability due to a brittle bone
disease and 50 fractures He is a graphic
designer singer composer and a motiva
tional speaker As his fight hand 1s not
functional he does graphic designing
operating the mouse using Just the two
fingers of his left hand He types using a
virtual on screen keyboard Like Bhat
Dasgupta has also wrtten a book My
Life My Love My Dear Swami which
has been translated intomany languages
Last year Dasgupta received the

Cavinkare Mastery Award for excellence
achieved against all odds He has also
received the Dishan award for the best
child singer ofWest Bengal and has com
posed 140 songs Recently a DVD of his
compositions Sai Sangeeta Sudha and an
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MP3 audio volume on Lord Hanuman
Jaya ViayeeBhava were released In July
2016 he won the wheelchair wanderlust
competition for which he had to travel to
Goa where he was driven awheelchair
friendly car Winning this contest was a

lucky break for him as he had been con
fined to a room since 2009
Travel options are still limited for the

wheelchair bound he says Train journeys
do not allow him to enter with his wheel
chair and his condition does not allowhim
to travel by air The disabled should be
allowed to sit in their ownwheelchair says

N ne-year old Swayam V las Pat | of Pune who has Down Syndrome swam five km n the sea
from Sun Rock L ght House to Gateway of Inda Mumba none hour n February 2017
Swayam d d that just to prove to his parents that nothing could keep him down Accord ng to the

als 1g

Dasgupta
May Avnish Bajaj (30) of the Infantry

Brigade became the firgt Indian amputee
to have run the fullmarpthon (42 195 km)
in January 2017 7 hrsi3min and 16 sec
With a prosthesis on onfleg Major Bajaj
was competing with 000 able bodied
runners umder 35}category the
MumbaiMarathon
After losing his leg in g grenade accident

he met a retired majof who was India s
first blade runner for marathons He
encouragedMajor Bajaj to take to running
instead ofagonising aout bemg unable to
do his bit for the Army or the nation
Hardly able to after 19 surgeries

running a marathon seemed a distant
dream but he hung on to it Despite

ued running and received a lot of support
from the surgeon who operated on him
After completing ahalfmarathon he could
feel some sense of achievement After
completing the full marathon while his
stump suffered several injuries his spirits
remained high Major Bajaj nowworks as
an instructor with the Army Education
Corps at Pachmarhi
Vikram Agnihotri (47) of Indore 1s the

first handless person in India to be issued
a permanent driving licence by theMad
hya Pradesh Government in 2016 for a
four wheeler which he drives with his
feet Agnihotri lost his hands at the age of
seven in an accident but his gnit and
determination kept him going Agnihotri
drives a modified Maruti Celerio AGS
(automatic gear shift) and has driven over

some daredevil feats
chauffeurs his proud parents around
In 2015 he bought the car and as there

was neither a driving school nor a trainer
for hand amputees he used towatch for
eign videos on handless driving In just
three months he learnt to drive using his
feet His effort was appreciated by the
Indore Road Transport Office but his
application for a licence was rejected as
there was no provision 1n theMotor Vehi
cleAct to issue one to a bilateral amputee
After a year of chasing the government
the Act was amended and Agnihotri got
his licence He now plays football and
swims A successful busmessman he
operates the computer using his toes
Geeta S Rao (39) ofAhmedabad had 45

per cent disability her poho affected
left leg The girl who had to be carried to
school through her sheer determination
and help ofphysiotherapy became an ath
lete in 2016 Rao completed the triathlon
(15 km swim 40 km cycling and 10 km
run) the open category at the Chennai
Trekking Club less than seven hours
In the same year she also completed the
half tnathlon (19 km swimming 90 km
cycling andl0 km running) below the
stipulated 10 hours
Geeta s athletic hfe began February

2016 when her parents gifted her a cycle
Her first cycling event was a 14 km green
ride followed by the 115 km the umpossi
ble nde She participated the 375 km
cycling tour ofAravallis and has completed
6000 km in cycling
Geeta recalls her parents carned her to

school since therewas nowheelchairWhen
shewas the eighth grade she overheard
awoman Its better not to have a daugh
ter than have one like this The remark
crushed her She even contemplated su1
cide but it also ignited a spark her She
decided not to depend on people
Overcoming her low self-esteem with

physiotherapy she began to stand and
walk with the support of crutches and
shoes for the handicapped Geetaworked
as an ITmanager a corporate company
with her brother m the family's travel
business and even started a hotelbusiness
of her own But it was the gift of a cycle
that changed her hfe
Baburay T Divakaran (53) of Alappuzha

Kerala, despite 40 per cent disability in his
lefthand swam 26 km from Champakulam
to the Alappuzha Punnamada finishing
point in January 2017 He did that 7 hrs
and 10min only Itwas to create awareness
on global terrorism and water pollution
An LIC agent and part time swimming

instructor Divakaran was accompanied by
a doctor during his marathon swimming
whichwas witnessed by the district sports
council president besides a large crowd.
Divakaran s left hand was damaged

when hewas 12 He had fallenoffa tree and
suffered a fracture Medical negligence
compounded the problem Divakaran
learnt swimmingwhen hewas eight
Disturbed by photographs of the

drowned refugees fromwar torn areas he
started an awareness drive on global ter
rorism He felt that they could have been
saved they knew swimming His second
focus on water pollution stemmed from
his own experience ofbeing entangled in
plastic bags thrown ponds and rivers
At least 50 species of fish have disap
peared from Vembanad backwaters at the
mouth of the Pamba because ofpollution
This spurred him to take up this cause
The gritty stories of these heroes should

inspire not Just others of their 11k but every
one for they have not justmade a diffrence
to their own lives but aredog therbit for

GEETAS RAO

Maharashtra Amateur Aquatic Association, Swayam is the first child in India with Down injuries blisters andjbleeding he contin 22000 km without any incident He also others and society aswell.
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Syndrome to accomplish this feat
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Water from revamped irrigation system
quenches thirst oftribals inNimar region
For centuties the Bhils have been dependent ona traditional 1 rigation systemwhee wate: fioma tributary 1s diverted toa field through small, temporary channels

mugration ber Dharam Singh hasbeen cottonwith two varieties of danceofwater but Somibais
In2016 the KRSPstepped mdebt Forthelasttwoyears lentils turandurad engagement went beyond

manddrawingon traditional however hehasbeenableto saving Rs40OO0Oayearand improved agriculture With

block ofBarwam district of the four villages and cause henolongermigrates shoulderwiththemenindig house

after the tweaking of their doesnotrequire electricityor by his economic growth he the constant availability of gourd growing mm her back
traditionalwater system by pumping sets forwater flow has become a member of water now the fertility of yard My hfe has changed

Programme(AKRSP)India and zero wastage ofwater to improve his prospects has constructed two mud anhour thriceaday togeta

from heaven these villages source through water pres ers at Guradpani who have ptpelinetoherhouse Iam for cattle
have taken their first baby sure theflowgeneratedand ye oo s n. ta ee been able towrigate57 acres willing to pay 50% of the Some 1500 women in

Inthisrain dependenttrib enables watertowalk and the DBI initiative Benevo havebeenimplementedand pani village hastwo acres theDBIsystem Mostofthem first wife holds the family In addition to farming they
al pocket of Central Indias the farmers excited over lent eyesturnedtoGurad 64farmersandaround300 of land and two wives and haveoneortwoacresofland together Afterthebirthofsxx are 1n animal husbandry
Nimar region forcenturies water availability contrib pani and with support of acres have benefited from nmechildrentofeed Earher A few have five acres Sa daughters thecouplefeltthe maintaminggoats andpoul
the Bhils and other tribals uted with their labour For villagers three tanks were the diversion based he harvestedyust onecrop karam,GajaBaidaandChen familywasimcompletewith try Maize jawar and soya
have been dependent ona eachDBIsystem thelabour constructed each withca tionsystem Inall AKRSP ofchanna(gram)inayear Baidahaveyustoneacre outason soSomibaifound beans have been the tradi
traditionalirngation system contribution pacity tohold1200 litresof 1s working in 22 villagesin Withwateravailabilitydou eachandwerecompletelyde hima second wife and they tional crops Now farmers
calledpat wherewaterfrom overRsilakh AtGuradpani waterandtheseinturnwere the Balwadiclusterof35km blngwithDBI madditionto pendentonrain ThoughSa now have three sons too arégrowing organic cot
analla ortributaryisdiverted village alone three DBI sys connected to PVC pipelines ofBarwanidistrict Though channa heisnowharvesting karamsfieldisatthetallend Thismeantthereweremore ton and many of them are

toafieldthroughsmall tem temsweremstalled Theydug snaking out toirrigate the theDBIsystemsworkbegan cotton wheatandvegetables of the pipeline network cot mouthstofeed Thoughsome shareholders in the Farm
poraryopenchannels Itwas tanks and laid the network fields The gush ofwater1s m2016 mtegratedwatershed Cropsarecultivatedonboth ton productionhasdoubled ofthe neighbours sniggered ers ProducerCompany
notasatisfactorysystemand ofpipes Inthefour villages controlledby valvesandtaps managementprogrammebe sidesofthe pipeline Forthe overthelasttwoyears Hehas aboutDharam Singhhaving Inall thevillageswhere the
womenandcattlehadtowalk 6730 metres of pipelines toensurethereisnowastage ganm2013withgovernment first tme1n 2017 and again alsobeengrowingvegetables twowives thereisharmony place, later thisyear
long distances to collectwa havebeenlaidwithS56water With watercametheboom support Earthendam stop this year he did nothaveto andnolongergoestoBalwa imthelargefamilyandthey user groups will be formed
terandquenchther thirst In outletsurrigatmgthefieldsof mtheeconomicprosperityof dams gabionandgullyplugs mugrate for work Earlier ditobuythem Withhome findstrengthinthernum and with each farmer de
theabsenceofsustainedwa 42 farmers thevillage ThePVCpipelines were constructed toreyuve three monthsinayear he growngreens heissavngRs bers All homes in the vil
ter supply the returns from The Azim Premy Founda atRoyammalvillagewerepro nate the areato reduce soil travelledtoMaharashtrafor 100aweekandthenutrition lage where the pipeline has
the fields were inadequate tionandtheJamshedy Tata vided by the Tata Trust erosion and run offvelocity workasagriculturallabour ofthefamilyhasimproved reached have been able to
and there was considerable Trust supported AKRSP on Presently 10 such schemes Dharam Singh of Gurad Ever sincehecanremem He1is alsointer cropping reap benefits fromthe abun

NOT SO LOYAL WA

ojanimal Gurad tribal knowledge as well as saveRsS5OOOayear Anadd hasno loans tosettle the help of a daughter she

shpanivillagesof ram developeda diversion ment inthe education ofhis ofSakaram saidthewomen hopes tomakemore to con
theBalwadicluster Sendhwa based irrigation (DBI) sys fourschoolgomgchildrenbe- had worked shoulder to struct the villages first pucca

Madhya Pradesh are rejoic inveshaveben transformed DharamSinghisabletosleep gingand laying the pipelines Her kitchen garden 1s an

ing over the uninterrupted PVCpipesnowcarry thewa throughthenight leavingthe Earler withopenchannels a othersourceofjoy She revels
water supply available for ter instead ofan open chan valveinthepipelineopenfor thirdofthewaterwoulddry mthebrinyals spinach cori

wrigation and their homes nel Thesystem:ispermanent the fields Buoyed enroutetoher fields With ander bittergourdand bottle

theAga KhanRuralSupport there1s nomaintenance cost the Farmers InterestGroup the soil hasimproved She shesays Nomoretreksofhalf

With an uninterrupted sup With DBI water can reach further hutswithbambo roofsand bucket ofwater Shehas also

plyofwhatseemshkemanna fields located far from the There are 20 other farm isseekinganextrametreof constructed a tank forwater

Dharam S ngh of land and harvest threeto cost shesays persuasively the Balwadi cluster have
horizon irrigation Its a system that four crops 1n a year through Somiba1 Dharam Singhs formed self help groups

#METOOMOMENT

TOP UPA MINISTER HAD GRABBED A
WOMAN TV REPORTER
Wh le pressure mounted
on Pr me M nster
Narendra Mod to remove
Un on ster of State for
External Affa rs and former
ed tor MJ Akbar from
the Counc lofM nsters
not many are aware of an
nc dent nvolv ng a top
mn ster dur ng the UPA
reg me He was lucky as
the #MeToo movement had
not started then
t happened on the n ght
of the 26/11 Mumba
terror attacks When the
commerc al cap tal of the
country was burn ng a

young woman reporter of
a major telev s on channel
reached the mn sters
off c alres dence nthe
Lutyens Bungalow Zone
to ntervewhm Alarge
crowd of TV crews and
pr nt journal sts was
already there When
she announced her
TV channels name a

MORE TROUBLE

personal staff member of
the ster mmed ately
ushered her ns de the
res dence to the surpr se
of other journal sts
Her camera team was
however not allowed entry
She was taken to the ante
room and told that the
Saheb would be there

shortly Exc ted she sent
an SMS to her boss that
she was soon gett ng the
Mnsterssound bte The
TV channels man stud o
was put on alert hop ng
that the Mn ster m ght
g ve exclus ve nformat on
for break ng news that
the nat on wants to
know
As the journal st n her

md 30s was nteract ng
wth herstudo she
suddenly jumped as
someone grabbed her
from beh nd She turned
and saw that twas the
Mnster What are you telephoned the owners

dong? sheshouted The
Mn ster also shouted back
Who are you? What are
you do ng here? Get out?
Trembl ng the poor

griwalked out twas
clear that the Mn ster
was expectng some
other woman journal st
See ng her com ng out
so fast other journal sts
not ced her be ng upset
and nqu red what had
happened
Angry she went toa

corner and tweeted the
ent re nc dent that had
shaken her to the core
Wthn 15m nutes her
boss who at the t me was
n London was talk ng to
her ask ng her to delete
her tweet She refused
By now alarmed over

her tweet the ster
had obv ously spoken
to her bossy boss The
M nster also reportedly

BIHAR'S MODI UNVEILS LALU LEELA

of the TV channel run

by a major newspaper
group After an hour the
woman journal st under
tremendous pressure from
her boss and the owners
deleted her tweet
Later the Mn ster

wanted the TV channel
to sack her twasnot
done as t was feared that
she m ght go publ c But
she went off screen
she was rarely g ven any
ass gnmentt lL the UPA
stepped out of power She
told th s column st about
the shock ng nc dent later
Her achhe din returned

when her boss left the TV
channel to head a new
one nterest ngly she
swung nto act onas the
Mod government agenc es
began nvest gat ng [so
far w thout much result]
corrupt on charges aga nst
the Mn ster andh s fam ly
members

Are RJD ch ef Lalu Prasad Yadav and
members of hs fam ly among the
r chest land holders nthe country?
Yes fyou are ready to bel eve B hars
Deputy Ch ef ster Sush Kumar
Mod
Sush Mod who has made ths

startlng clam nhsnew198 page
book Lalu Leela told The Sunday
Guardian that the Lalu fam ly had

(legally amassed propert es to
become the owner of 141 land plots
30 flats and half a dozen houses n

B har and other states
Un on ster Rav Shankar

Prasad released the book whch sa
comp lat on of facts ment oned by the
Reg strar of Compan es about the 10

@ >

sham compan eswthwh ch Lalus
sons and daughters were assoc ated
Ths sSushlMod s second book Hs
frst book Beech SamarMein (In the
Middle of War] was released two years
ago and centred onhs mprsonment
dur ng the Emergency
Sush Mod says that Lalu started

h s journey from a chaprasi {peon]
quarters and went on to get conv cted
n four cases of the Rs 1 000 crore
fodder scam Lalu s currently
adm tted to the Rajendra nst tute of
Med calSc ences n Ranch under

pol ce custody
Sush Mod wants to know How

come Lalus29 year old son Tejashw
Yadav has become the owner of over

20 propert es? The fam ly had no
ancestral land Tejashw rema ned
unsuccessful ncrcket Another son
Tey Pratap [a former mn ster] also
owns 28 propert es and daughter
M sha Bhart 23 propert es Lalus
w fe and former B har Ch ef Mn ster
Rabr Dev also owns 43 plots and over
30 flats
RJD nat onalv ce pres dent

Sh vanand Tewary however laughs
andsays WhyddBharsChhota
Mod have to wr te a book to tell the
g st ofh s 40 odd press conferences
The BJP leadersh p s afra d of Lalu
Prasad s huge polt cal status n

B har and that s why leaves no

opportun ty tod scred thm

@

INDIAN DIASPORA IN GULF UPSETWITH AIR INDIA
Ar ndahas been dragged to the
Deth H gh Court as t has w thdrawn
the 50% d scount and often free
carr age [ n case of poor fam Les] on
the transportat on of mortals that the
arline prov ded to nd ansdy ng nthe
UAE A lawyer Jose Abraham has
fleda publ c nterestlt gat on nths
regard on behalf of an NGO Pravas
{Overseas} Legal Cell
tall started whentheA on 19

September put an end to the 50%
reduct on n fares that t was prov dng
for the carr age of bod es of nd ans
who ded nthe UAE Thearltnealso
put an end to the free transportat on
of bod es for the d stressed and
low ncome ndanfamleslvng
nthe Emrates A ndasa that
t was only follow ng the a r cargo
tar ff [TACT] w th the standard rate

spec f ed by the nternat onalAr
Transport Assoc aton Ar ndahad
been follow ng TACT rates everywhere
except the UAE Now wthfnancal Bangladesh etc have provs ons

FROM ACROSS BORDER

pressures Ar nda bosses took the
dec s on to levy charges as per TACT
rates
Ar ndasdecs on does not seem

to have gone down well w th the
nd an D aspora nthe Gulf The nd an
Ambassador to the UAE Navdeep
Sngh Sur has been quoted by a Gulf
da ly say ng that the embassy would
help the dest tute and be ready to
take ona larger respons b tyand ll
the vo d left byAr nda twould also
ass st where the sponsor employer
or nsurance company fa to bear the
expend ture
Advocate Jose Abraham told The

Sunday Guardian that the dec s on
to h ke fares had affected the
fundamental r ghts of mm grants
work ng abroad He po nts out that
low cost carrer nd Go carr ed
bod es of res dents of the Northeast
who de n Delh free of charge A
few countr es nclud ng Pak stan

to carry the mortal rema ns of the r
c t zens back to the country free of
cost

Ferry ng mortal rema nsbyar
has always rema ned a costly affa r

espec ally for underpr v leged
m grant workers v ng far away
fromthe rhometown says the PL
The Delh H gh Court has asked the

government to respond and po nt
out the pol cy of several a rl nes
nclud ngAr nda to alleged charge
of exorb tant rates
Prof Bejon M sra Founder

Consumer Onl ne Foundat on says
that A ndashould cont nue wth
the subs dy and the government
should support the cost for free
transportat on of the mortal rema ns
for fam es who cannot afford to pay
Accord ng to a Parl amentary report

7 694 bod es of nd ans were stranded
n fore gncountres n2015 2 690
bod es were nSaud Arab aand 1 540
nthe Un ted Arab Em rates

PAKWILD BOARS CREATING TROUBLE AT
PUNJAB BORDER
Pak stan w ld boars have started
troubl ng nd an farmers on Punjabs
nternat onal border These boars
have been play ng havoc w th the
stand ng paddy crop across the
barbed w re fenc ng n Faz tka d str ct
A deputat on of farmers from the

border v llages of Teja Rohela Mohar
Jamsher Mohar Sona Mansa Mohar
Kh va and Mauzam recently met the
Border Secur ty Force off cers for
help Weare not allowed to go across
the fenc ng from dusk todawn Dalp
S ngh of Mohar Kh va v llage whose
land s located across the barbed wre
fenc ng told The Sunday Guardian

Our crops are left unattended Herds
of Pak stan w ld boars are enter ng
nd an terr tory and destroy ng the

paddycrop t snotclearwhether
Pak stan Rangers are push ng these
boars towards nd ancrops
Former sarpanch Moh nder S ngh

says that the paddy crop s ready for
harvest so the farmers are worr ed
as w ld boards damage the crops
Farmers are demand ng adequate
compensat on on account of the
damage to crops
Farmers are not allowed to sow

tall crops across the fenc ng ow ng
to secur ty reasons Some farmers

used to put up the cobra w re around
the ragr cultural plots but due
to secur ty reasons ths pract ce
was d scont nued nthe 1990s a

533 km long fenc ng was erected
along the nda Pak stan border
about 150 metres ns de nd an
terr toryw th the a m to prevent
nf ltrat on and smuggl ng of arms
and narcot cs from the Pak stan
sde asaresult of wh ch 54 721
acres of agr cultural land came to be
located across the fenc ng n Punjab
The Pak stan s de of the border
along Faz lkad str ct sa hab tat of
w ld boars

FREEDOM AT RISK

'GOOGLE'S SEARCH ENGINE FOR CHINA
CURBS LIBERTY'
A few days ago Google
held ts annual product
launch event Onths
occas on they procla med
del ver ng nformat on s

whyweexst Butths
sn tent rely true Google s
work ng ona major project

that would mt access to
nformat on for more than
one bllon people says
Dorjee Tseten Execut ve
D rector Students fora
Free T bet Recent leaked
documents revealed
that Google s bu ldnga

censored search eng ne

platform forChna Tseten
told The Sunday Guardian

Under th s project
codenamed Dragonfly a

vers on of Google s search
eng ne nChnawil censor

webs tes and search
terms about human r ghts
democracy freedom
relg on and protest
warns Tseten

Man Mohan can be contacted
at rovingeditor(a@gmail com


