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BOMBAY BOMS

CHIPKD et 4

BOMBAY, JAN ONE (PT1) INSPIRED BY THE CHIPKO MOVEMENT

OF THE GARWHAL -HIMALAYAS, CAVPAIGNS TO SAVE THE FORESTS OF
THE WESTERN GHATS IN NORTH KARNATAKA AND KERALA HAVE STARTED,
ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING HERE.

IN NORTH KARNATAKA, WR. PANDURANG HEGDE, AFTER HAVING STUDIED
THE CHIPKO MOVEMENT LED BY MR. SUNDERLAL BAHUGUNA,

LAUNCHED THE ''APPIKO CHALAVALI'' (SAVE THE FORESI

MOVEMENT) IN NORTH KANARA DISTRICT.

THE WESTERN GHATS, THE MOST INPORTANT WATERSHED OF SOUTHERI INDIA,
MATNTAIN THE ECOLOGICAL BALANCE THAT HELPS KEEP THE RIVER
@-LEYS FERTILE.

OF LATE, MR. HEGDE POINTS OUT DEPRADATION OF THE FORESTS -

FOLLOWING SETTING UP OF A NUMBER OF IRRIGATION AND HYDEL PROJECTS

%REEHP.%?WG THEM WITH MONOCULTURE HAS LED TO ECOLOGICAL IMBALANCES.
) ;
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BOMBAY BOM6
HIPKO TWO
THE RESULT 1S THAT THE GROUND WATERTABLE HAS RECEDED, SOIL ERODED,
RIVERS, RIVULETS AND STREAMS DRY UP QUICKER, FODDER IS IN
RT SUPPLY, AND THE TROPICAL RAIN FORESTS ARE NO (NO)
IGER THERE TO PREVENT THIS DISASTER, MR. HEGDE SAYS.

THE APPIKO CHALAVALI,K MOVEMENT STARTED AT THE SALAKAN| VILLAGE
OF SIRSI TEHSIL AND SOON SPREAD TO EIGHT OTHER VILLAGES IN
SAGAR TEHSIL OF SHIMOGA DISTRICT.

THE KARNATAKA GOVERNMENT BANNED THE CUTTING OF TREES IN THE
FORESTS OF THE TWO DISTRICTS IN RESPONSE PUBLIC OPINION.
WHEN SOME OFFICIALS BRUSHED ASIDE THIS ORDER AND TRIED T0 &0
AHEAD WITH THE CUTTING, VOLUNTEERS OF THE APPIKO CHALAVALI
MOVED IN AND CLUNG TO THE TREES TILL THE OFFICIALS RELENTED,
ACCORDING TO MR+ HEGDE.

MR. HEGDE WHO LEADS THE MOVEMENT FROM THE PARISAR SARANKSHAN KENDRA
AT. SIRSI, IS HOPEFUL THAT THE MOVEMENT WOULD SPREAD TO :
OTHER PARTS OF KARNATAKA. (MORE) PTI
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CHIPKO THREE LAST

IN KERALA, TAKING A CUE FROM THE SUCCESS OF ITS SILENT VALLEY AG
THE KERALA SHATRA=SAHITYA PARISHAD HAS MOVED TO UTHER AREAS

IN NORTH KERALA TO PREVENT DENUDAT ION OF THE TROPICAL RAIN FORESTS
OF THE WESTERN GHATS.

ALTHOUGH THERE 15 NO‘ (NO) CHIPKO TYPL MOVEMENT HERE DR. SATISH NAIR
WTH ASSISTANCE FROM THE WORLD WILDLIFE FUND, INDIA, HAS :
RECENTLY RESORTED TO LEGAL ACTION T0O PREVENT DENUDATION OF FORESES.

\OLUNTEERS G0 TO VILLAGES AND MOUNTAINTOPS TO COLLECT EVIDENGE
OF DENUDATION_AND TAKE THE AUTHORITIES CONGERNED 10 COURTS FOR
CONTRAVENING THE LAWS. THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO IMPLEMENT, A W.W.F.
SPOKESPERSON HERE SAID. FTI ‘ i e
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