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| in the most exgtic Arab city-Dubai.

Just Released
The first Dubai - based thriller by an
Indian expatriate author

First published by Amazon (US)
June 2013, 2nd edition
by Folio Oct. 2013

: Price ¥ 399.
Offer price % 350. Postage free.
“The theme and plot line of

the novel'are fascinating.”
Shaghi Tharoor.

“This is a story waiting to happen.”
Ambassador T P Sreenivasan
“An engaging thriller about a
terror plot to secure a suitcase
nuke design.” The Hindu, TVPM

“Desert Hunt has all the elements
for a 21" centufy thriller unravelling

"

Just SMS the name of the book

: (Desert Hunt) ta this mobile number:

9400 225 225
We will call to'get your address to
send the book by VPP. Pay only the
discounted price to the postman to
get this gripping thriller.
Folio Books,

Sasthamangalam, Trivandrum.
www.ksrmenon.com
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2,500 famiﬁes residing

' ~intheWWS Basedonthera-, :

. WWS said that the project

anga- would be implemented
r- August once the funds are
- sanctioned. ,

port, the state government
ad submitted Rs 80-crore
posalfor therelocationof
thi 800 families in 14 settle-

wﬂtﬂifesanctuargmakjnait
one of the largest voluntary
relocation programmes m ]
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Sanctuary awaits tiger reserve tag

Forest Officials Say Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary Is Home To 76 Big Cats

Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

g Kozhikode: Wayanad is an

integral part of the Muduma-
lai-Bandipur-Nagarhole-

Wayanad complex, which
holds the world's single large-
st tiger population with over
570tigers, as per the ‘Status of

L tigers in India, 2014’, a report

released in New Delhi on
Tuesday:.

But, even while basking in
the high point of this conser-
vation success, the very men-
tion of the big cat and addi-
tional steps for its
conservation stirs intense
emotions, fear and even vio-
lent opposition among the
people of the forest-fringed
district.

Evenmere rumours of de-

claring the Wayanad Wildlife

Sanctuary (WWS) as a tiger
reserve was enough to spark
off hartals, attacks against
forest offices in the district in
the last two years and the is-
sue was even exploited by
many political parties in the
last general election.

STRAPPED FOR FUNDS
0

Wayanad, incidentally, is
the only area in the critical ti-
ger landscape which has not
yet been declared as a tiger re-
Serve.

Forest department sourc-
es said that as per their esti-
mates, Wayanad hosts as
many as 76 tigers. The latest
report shows the state’s tiger
population increasing from 71
in2010to 136 in 2014, mostly on
account of the healthy tiger
population in Wayanad for-
ests.

According to Wildlife Con-
servation Society (WCS)- Cen-
tre for Wildlife Studies (CWS)
which has contributed its 2013

» Tiger reserves like Bandipur

= get funds of around 200 crore
from the NTCA for managing

man-animal conflict and forest
management .

» WWS receives funds of just
Z2-3 crore from the state
government for the same

» The central aid for WWS is just
740 lakh, while tiger reserves can
get funds to the tune of <13 crore

season survey data to the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation Au-
thority (NTCA) effort, the es-
timates for WWS is 42 tigers of
over oneyear of age. A similar
camera-trap programme un-
dertaken by World Wide Fund
(WWF) for Nature-India con-
cluded that the sanctuaryhad
at least 67 adult tigers and 11
cubs. “The state is losing
crores of rupees which would
otherwise have come from the
NTCA because of thiserrone-
ous perception among people
in the district that setting up
of a tiger reserve would lead
to imposing of severe restric-
tions on their lives,” a top for-

est official in the state said.

He said that while the ad-
joining tiger reserves like
Bandipur are getting funds of
around Rs 200 crore from the
NTCA for managing man-ani-
mal conflict and forest man-
agement, WWSisnotgettinga
single rupee from NTCA just
because it has not been de-
clared a tigerreserve.

“What we are getting is
just Rs 2-3 crore from the state
government fund to manage
theman-animal conflict. Also,
the allocation for the manage-
ment of 844 sg km WWSisjust
around Rs 40 lakh, while tiger
reserves are getting central
funds to the tune of Rs 13
crore,” headded.

Wayanad Prakrithi Sam-
rakshana Samithi (WPSS)
president N Badusha said, “It
is unfortunate that some vest-
edinterests were successful in
creating a mass hysteria
among people on the issue.
Now itisuptothegovernment
to take up the challenge and
convince people that having a
tiger reserve would benefit

them in the implementation
of voluntary relocation pro-
grammes and even in mitigat-
ing man-animal conflict.”

Noted tiger expert K Ullas
Karanth, whois also the direc-
tor for Science-Asia, WCS,
said that declaration of a ‘ti-
ger reserve’ does not mean
any additional legal restric-
tions within the area as WWS
isalreadyawildlife sanctuary.
However; a tiger reserve will
bring in additional funding,
for voluntary relocation and
eco-development work in
fringe villages. These basic
points have to be communi-
cated to the general public,”
hesaid.

State chief wildlife war-
den G Harikumar said that
though declaring WWS as a ti-
ger reserve would contribute
alot to tiger conservation and
atthesame time turn outtobe
beneficial for the villagers,
the government would not
force such a proposal on the
people and would like to have
the demand for the same come
up from the side of the people.
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Freedom from fear for
villages in Wayanad -

Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: The shooting
down of the suspected man-
L eating tiger came as a relief to
: thebordervillagesin Wayanad
: on Wednesday:

For the past one week, the
: tiger on the prowl had terror-
. ized and restricted the move-
. ment of the villagers. As the
. news of Tamil Nadu officials
. shooting down the carnivore
. started trickling in by around
. 3pm, the villages heaved a col-
i lective sigh of temporary re-
: lief.

: S Prasanna (32) of Muk-

t  kuthikunnu received the news

much later around 8pm since
she has been living in an en-
. trapped village—surrounded
by forests in all four sides. The
village doesn’t have a televi-
' sion set or power connection.

Speaking to TOI, the wom-
. ansaidshedidn’tfeel anything
: initiallyonhearingthenews of

: thetiger’sdeath. Afewseconds

i later,emotions overcame her.
“Tt killed my father in the
! most brutal manner. It didn’t
i evengivemeachanceforalast
: glimpse of my father, and this
i pain will remain with me for-
: ever,”shesaid.

: Prasanna’s father Sunda-
¢ rath Bhaskaran (62) was killed
: and devoured by the tiger on
i February9.Theremainsof his
: body werefoundthenextday.

: Her brother S Pradeep wel-
: comed theslayingof the carni-
:  vore, butsaid thefreedom from
: fear would be temporary.
“This does not change the
: reality of living isolated in a
: village surrounded by the wil-
¢ derness,” he said. Pradeep
i would be joining the forest de-

: partment as a fire-watcher

i nextweek,atemporaryjobthe
: government had offered on
compassionate grounds.

In Chettiyalathur village,

some 1.5 km away from where
i Bhaskaranwaskilled, theresi-

¢ dents received the news with

i elation. “The village waslikea

: place under siege with people

¢ forced to remain outdoors in

: fear of the man-eater. I even

: missed my entrance coaching
i classes last week,” 18-year-old
: PSudheeshsaid.

: Across the border, in Tamil
i Nadu’s Bitherkadu town, hun-
: dreds of people crowded to see
i the dead tiger being taken
! away inanopenjeep.

GUNNED DOWN: The eight- year-old tlger was shot deadata prlvate
estate in Perumballi village, Tamil Nadu, on Wednesday

‘Man-eater’ was ‘problem
tiger in Muthanga

Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: The tiger that
was hunted down at Perum-
balli in Gudalur, Tamil Nadu,
on Wednesday had created se-
vere headache for authorities
and residents of villages bor-
dering the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WWS) in Muthan-
ga in 2013.

The tiger had then target-
ed livestock of villagers, the
Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS)said, after matching the
photograph of the carnivore.

- A local resident photo-
graphed the predator at Patta-
vayal, whereithadkilledanes-
tate worker; on Saturday. The
visual matched with the
Muthanga tiger, camera-
trapped in 2013.

The Kerala forest depart-
ment set up the cameratrapaf-
ter local villagers complained
of a ‘problem’ tiger regularly

lifting their cattle.

“We compared the images
with the database of individu-
altigerscreated overtheyears.
The injured tiger matched
with the individual ‘Wayanad-
S4242’ in our database,” Dr N
Samba Kumar, additional di-
rector-science and conserva-
tion, WCS, said.

The images were matched
and analyzed using advanced
stripe analysis software.

While camera-trapped in
2013, the tiger did not seem to
be injured, WCS officials said.
After 2013, cameras had not
captured the beast.

Experts said that given the
high density and reproductive
potential of tigers, the preda-
tors, especially sub-adult dis-
persers, old or injured tigers,
were likely to spill over to
wider landscape from the Nag-
arahole-Bandipur-Muduma-
lai-Wayanad complex.

“We would have slipped in-
to total poverty if the hunt for
the tiger had prolonged. All
work in the plantations had

been suspended. We now hope
to move ahead with our lives,”
Gopalan of Benna settlement
in Tamil Nadu, said.

™5y don STF persg
vtermarlans surround-

ifdcludingitinthe workingre
port. But, the PB didn’t mee
after that as leaders were bu-
sy withthe state cenferences.




HIKODE

6 APRIL 2015 MONDAY 36 PAGES 44 MORNING EDITION

MADURAI = VIJAYAWADA = B

ENGALURU s KOCH! = HYDERABAD = VISAKHAPATNAM = COIMBATORE « KOZHIKODE = THIRUVANANTHAPURAM s BELAGAV = BHUBANESWAR = SHIVAMOGGA = TIRUCHY = www.newindianexpress.com

3 Rfi@et on Apr 17

Fhe high-powered com-

imala infrastructure
i1l meet in Thiuvanan-

bril 17 to give the green

ojects to be imple-
the beginning of the
image season.
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Leopard Run over by Vehicle in Sulthan Bathery Range

Express News Service

Sulthan Bathery: A male
leopard was killed after it was
run over by an unknown vehi-
cle at Thakarapadi, in the Sul-
than Bathery Range under the
Wayanad Wildlife Division, on
Saturday night.

The carcass of the animal,
aged around seven years, was
found on the road by a piss-
erby who informed the Forest
Departiment.

The animal died on the spot
owing to internal injuries. The
accident is believed tohave oc-

curred around 8.30 pm.

Officials said examination of
the carcass showed severe
wounds on the head, neck and
shoulder.

Though the forest officials
immediately contacted the
personnel at the checkposts
on the Tamil Nadu border, the
vehicle involved in the acci-
dent could not be tracked.

After a post-mortem at the
Forest Department laboratory
at Kuppadi, the carcass of the
carnivore, which falls under
the Schedule one endangered
species category, was inciner-

e R L S T T SR

The carcass of the lespard which suspected to be run over by a spesding

vehicle on K 212

at Thokarapadi, near Sulthan Bzthery on Saturday night

ated. Forest officials suspect
that the accident was caused
by a vehicle rushing to reach
the Karnataka border on NH
212 where traffic is restricted
between 9 pm and 6 am.
Meanwhile, environmen-
talists in the district alleged
that in the recent times many
wild animals had fallen vic-
tims to speeding vehicles on
the stretch due to official apa-
thy. “We have asked the au-
thorities concerned to put up
speed-breakers and sign-
boards since many wild ani-
mals have been killed in simi-

lar accidents. However, there
was no action to address the
issue,” said Wayanad
Prakruthi Samrakshana
Samithi pr emdent N Badu-
sha.

The closure of traffic be-
tween 9 pm and 6 am is based
on the order of the High Court
of Karnataka issued on March
9, 2010, and the matter is at
present pending before the
Supreme Court of India in SLP
(Civil) 13838/2010, 24865
and 24866/2012. The high-
way is owned and maintained
by the Union Ministry.
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Rising Tourism Can Cause Damage to Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: Greens

by C P Sajit

Kannur: Increasing tour-
ism activities can cause im-
‘mense damage to areas with
fragile ecosystems like the
“Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
that retains small creatures
like rare frogs and vultures,
said N Badusha, president of
the Wayanad Prakruti Sam-
‘rakshana Samithi (WPSS).
7~ Concerned over the un-
“*Tegulated growth of tourism
“0activities in forest areas of
‘Wayanad Wildlife Sanctu-
“ary, Badusha has written a
letter to the Minister of En-
vironment and Forests seek-
__ing steps to restrict the Ker-
""“dla department of Forests

and Wildlife from opening
up the Kurichiad range for
tourism. f
The samithi also requested
to take action to assess the
carrying capacity of the sanc-
tuary, demarcate the core
tourism zones of the sanctu-
ary and restrict the number
of tourists visiting Muthanga
and Tholpetty. Badusha said
that the increase in the in-
flow of tourist activities is
huge disturbance to fragile
ecosystem in the sanctuary.
“Already the pressure of
tourism operations in the
Wildlife Sanctuaries and
other protected areas|in
Kerala is huge. There were
no assessment of the carry-

ing capacity in any of the
sanctuaries in Kerala. Be-
sides, no tourism zones have
been delineated,” he said.

Badusha said that the
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
is no exception. It is contigu-
ous with Nagarhole and Ban-
dipur National Parks and
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve.
These four protected areas
together constitute the most
important habitat for Asian
elephant and tiger in India,
he adds.

“Tourism operations in
Nagarhole and Bandipur in
Karnataka and Mudumalai
in Tamil Nadu are strictly
controlled. Tourists are al-
lowed inside these sanctuar-

The president of the Wayanad Prakruti
Samrakshana Samithi has written a

letter to the Minister of Environment and
Forests seeking steps to restrict the Kerala
department of Forests and Wildlife from
opening up the Kurichiad range for tourism

ies only in Forest Depart-
ment vehicles. Butin Kerala,
texi jeeps are allowed to ply
around the sanctuaries,” he
said

Several tourists are enter-
ing the sanctuary through|
two authorised entries, in-
cluding Muthanga and Tho-

lapetty.

Kerala Forest and Wildlife!

Department has further ex-
tended tourism activities to
Kurichiyad range of the
sanctuary and have already
constructed a building at
Chethalayam for accommo-
dation facilities.

“Under the Wildlife sanc-
tuary Management plan for
2012 -2022, this develop-
mental project for tourism

activities were not included.
Hence it is illegal to execute
non-forestry activities which
are not mentioned in the
Management plan approved
by MoEF and Government
of Kerala,”Badusha said.

He further cited that a ma-
jor tourist attraction of the
area is a waterfall at Chetha-
layam. The river and forests
here are an important habi-
tat for birds and mammals.
The influx of vehicles and
people will disrupt the move-
ment of animals.

The stream bed below the
Chethalayam waterfall is the
only known habitat of the
frog Micrixaluss nudis. Dis-

coveredin 1978 by R S Pillai,

a scientist of the Zoological
Survey of India from Cheth-
alayam, it is not found any-
where else in the world. Any
slight disturbance to the eco-
system may cause their ex-
tinction.

The Kurichiad forest is an
important habitat of four
species of endangered vul-
tures.

This area is also the breed-
ing sitefor the White-rumped
vulture (Gyps bengalensis).
The bird was also found nest-
ing in Tholpetty range of the
sanctuary also. Kurichiyad
and Tholpetty are the only
known nesting areas of
White-rumped vultures in

Kerala, and perhaps in whole

of south India.Considering
the importance of Kurichi-
yad area in biodiversity con-
servation, recently 150 tribal
families were relocated
spending %15 crore from the
centrally sponsored fund
from MoEF. With the reloca-
tion of the human popula-
tion, the area is fast develop-
ing into a rich wildlife habi-
tat, crucial for the existence
of many endemic and endan-
gered species of flora and
fauna. ‘
If the area is opened up
for tourism and other non -
forestry operations, it will
certainly nullify any habitat
improvement achieved with
relocation, he addressed.




