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Kozhikode:The state's first
rewilding experiment
through voluntary reloca-
tion of people, who had in-
habited the wildlife sanctu-

thearea isnow teemingwith
wild animals

The settlements in Golur
and Ammavayal villages in
Wayanad were left by its in-
habitants in 2012. The 54
families from the two villag-
es, along with 64 families mn
the neighbouring Kottanka-
ra village, hadmoved out of Wild animals have taken over the two erstwhile hu an habitationsofthe area which is located
deep inside the Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS)
Under the central govern-
ment sponsored integral
animal habitat development
programme, each family
was paid a compensation of
Rs 10 lakh formovingout.

AbnH th AV

Golur and Ammavayal inWayanad

"A. miraculous transfor-
mation has happened to the
area ever since the people
movedout.Around 100acres
of fields, which were under
paddy cultivation before,' have now turned to grass

lands attracting deer, bison
and other animals. Herds of
elephantsroam around free-
ly andwe havealso recorded
pug marks of tigers and
bearshere," said NBadusha,
president of the Wayanad

transformation has a
_ happened to the area
ever since the people :
moved out. Around
100 acres of fields,
which were under
paddy cultivation
before, havenow --

turned to grass lands
attracting deer, bison
and other

prakrithi samrakshana sa-
mithi, who had been in the
forefront of the relocation
drive along with a Banga-
lore-based WildlifeeConser-
vation SocietyWCS).

He said that the project

helped the people as they
don't have to face animal at-
tacks and have access to fa-
cilities like electricity and
water.

The only remains of hu-
man occupation here is a
house, which the forest de-
partment has converted to
an anti-poaching camp. The
department has also imple-
mented an eco-restoration
project here by creating an
earthen check dam, which
provideswater to animals.

Last week, MoEF had
sanctioned Rs 75 crore for
relocating Kurichlyad set-

> tlement, underwhich75fam-
ihes have to move out of the
sanctuary premises. Roy P
Thomas, wildlife warden of
WWS said that the project
would be implemented by
August, once the funds are
sanctioned Badusha opined
thatMoEF should come for-

-State'sfirst rewildingproject a success in Wayanad
ward tosanctionthe remain-
ingRs 60 crore for the reloca-
tion of the rem. 10
morevillages.

Astudy conductedby the
Kerala Forest Research In-
stitute (KFRD in 2009, re-
vealed that there were about
12,000 people belonging to
2,500 families residingwith-
intheWWS Based on the re-
port, the state government
had submitted Rs 80-crore
proposal for the relocation of
the 800 families in 14 settle-
ments This was accepted
and approved by the Union
government in 2011.

It aimed at relocating
around 800 families in 14 set-
tlements in the firstphase it-
self and could have added
over1,500acresof land to the
wildlifesanctuary,making it
one of the largest voluntary
relocation programmes in
thecountry
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_ Sanctuary awaits tiger reserve tag
Forest Officials Say Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary Is Home To 76 Big Cats
Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: Wayanad is an
integral part of theMuduma-
lai-Bandipur-Nagarhole-
Wayanad complex, which
holds the world's single large-
st tiger population with over
570 tigers, as per the 'Status of
tigers in India, 2014', a report
released in New Delhi on
Tuesday.

But, evenwhile basking in
the high point of this conser-
vation success, the very men-
tion of the big cat and addi-
tional steps for its
conservation stirs intense
emotions, fear and even vio-
lent opposition among the
people of the forest-fringed
district.

Evenmere rumours of de-
claring the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WWS) as a tiger
reserve was enough to spark
off hartals, attacks against
forest offices in the district in
the last two years and the is-
sue was even exploited by
many political parties in the
last general election.

STRAPPED FOR FUNDS » Tiger reserves like Bandipur

"t from the NTCA for managing

BG Man-animal conflict and forest
management
» WWS receives funds of just
52-3 crore from the state
government for the same
» The central aid forWWS is just

"xe 740 lakh, while tiger reserves can

Wayanad, incidentally, is
the only area in the critical ti-
ger landscape which has not
yetbeen declared as a tiger re-
serve.

Forest department sourc-
es said that as per their esti-
mates, Wayanad hosts as
many as 76 tigers. The latest
report shows the state's tiger
population increasingfrom 71
in2010 to 136 in 2014,mostly on
account of the healthy tiger
population in Wayanad for-
ests.

According toWildlife Con-
servation Society (WCS)- Cen-

tre forWildlife Studies (CWS)
whichhas contributed its 2013

get funds to the tune of 513 crore

season survey data to the Na-
tionalTiger ConservationAu-
thority (NTCA) effort, the es-
timates forWWS is 42 tigers of
over one yearof age. Asimilar
camera-trap programme un-
dertakenbyWorldWide Fund
(WWF) for Nature-India con-
cluded that the sanctuaryhad
at least 67 adult tigers and 11
cubs. "The state is losing
crores of rupees whichwould
otherwise have come from the
NTCA because of this errone-
ous perception among people
in the district that setting up
of a tiger reserve would lead
to imposing of severe restric-
tions on their lives," a top for-

est official in the state said.
He said that while the ad-

joining tiger reserves like
Bandipur are getting funds of
around Rs 200 crore from the
NTCA tormanagingman-an1-
mal conflict and forest man-
agement,WWS isnot gettinga
single rupee from NTCA just
because it has not been de-
clareda tiger reserve.

What we are getting 1s

justRs 2-3 crore from the state
government fund to manage
theman-animal conflict.Also,
the allocation for themanage-
mentof 344sqkmWWS isjust
around Rs 40 lakh, while tiger
reserves are getting central
funds to the tune of Rs 13
crore," he added.

Wayanad Prakrithi Sam-
rakshana Samithi (WPSS)
president N Badusha said, "It
is unfortunate that some vest-
ed interestswere successful in
creating a mass hysteria
among people on the issue.
Nowitisuptothe government
to take up the challenge and
convince people that having a
tiger reserve would benefit

them in the implementation
of voluntary relocation pro-
grammes and even inmitigat-
ingman-anima conflict."

Noted tiger expert K Ullas
Karanth,who 1s also thedirec-
tor for Science-Asia, WCS,
said that declaration of a 'ti-
ger reserve' does not mean
any additional legal restric-
tions within the area as WWS
isalready awildlife sanctuary
However,/a tiger reserve will
bring in additional funding,
for voluntary relocation and
eco-development work in
fringe villages. These basic
points have to be communi-
cated to the general public,"
he said.

State chief wildlife war-
den G Harikumar said that
though declaringWWSas ati-
ger reser've would contribute
alot to tiger conservation and
atthe same time turn out tobe
beneficial for the villagers,
the government would not
force such a proposal on the
people and would like to have
thedemand for the same come
up from the side of thepeople.

get funds of around 2200 crore
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Freedom from fear for
villagesinWayanad

-
Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: The shooting
down of the suspected man-
eating tiger came as a relief to
theborder villages inWayanad
onWednesday

For the past one week, the
tiger on the prowl had terror-
ized and restricted the move-
ment of the villagers As the
news of Tamil Nadu officials
shooting down the carnivore
started trickling by around
3pm, the villages heaved a col-
lective sigh of temporary re-
hef

S Prasanna (82) of Muk-
kuthikunnu received thenews
much later around 8pm since
she has been living m an en-
trapped village-surrounded
by forests all four sides The
village doesn't have a televi-
sion setorpower connection

Speaking to TOI, the wom-
ansaid shedidn't feel anything
mutiallyonhearingthenewsof
thetiger'sdeath Afewseconds
later, emotions overcameher

"Tt killed my father in the
most brutal manner It didn't
even givemeachancefora last
glimpse of my father, and this
pain will remain with me for-
ever," she said

Prasanna's father Sunda-
rathBhaskaran (62)was killed
and devoured by the tiger on
February9 Theremainsof his
bodywere found thenextday

Herbrother S Pradeepwel-
comed the slayingof the carn1-
vore,but saidthe freedom from
fearwouldbe temporary

"This does not change the
reality of living isolated in a
village surrounded by the w1l-
derness," he said Pradeep
would be Joming the forest de-
partment as a fire-watcher
nextweek ,atemporaryjob the
government had offered on
compassionate grounds

In Chettiyalathur village,
some 15km away from where
Bhaskaranwaskilled, the resi-
dents received the news with
elation "The villagewas likea
place under siege with people
forced to remain outdoors
fear of the man-eater. I even
missedmy entrance coaching
classes last week," 18-year-old
PSudheesh said

Across the border, inTamil
Nadu's Bitherkadu town, hun-
dreds of people crowded to see
the dead tiger being taken
away InanopenJeep.

GUNNED DOWN: Thee
eight-

year-old
t ger

was shot dead ata private
estate in Perumballi village, Tamil Nadu, on Wednesday

Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: The tiger that
was hunted down at Perum-
ball in Gudalur, Tamil Nadu,
onWednesday had created se-
vere headache for authorities
and residents of villages bor-
dering the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WWS) inMuthan-
gain 2013

The tiger had then target-
ed livestock of villagers, the
Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS)said, aftermatching the
photographof the carnivore

A local resident photo-
graphed the predator at Patta-
vayal,where 1thadkilledanes-
tate worker, on Saturday The
visual matched with the
Muthanga tiger, camera-
trapped 2013

The Kerala forest depart-
ment setup the camera trap af-
ter local villagers complained
of a 'problem' tiger regularly

their cattle
"We compared the mages

with the database of individu-
altigers createdovertheyears
The injured tiger matched
with the individual 'Wayanad-
$4242' in our database," Dr N
Samba Kumar, additional d1-
rector-sclence and conserva-
tion,WCS, said

Themages werematched
and analyzed using advanced
stripe analysis software

While camera-trapped
2013, the tiger did not seem to
be myured,WCS officials said
After 2013, cameras had not
capturedthebeast

Experts said that given the
high density and reproductive
potential of tigers, the preda
tors, especially sub-adult dis-
persers, old or myured tigers,
were likely to spill over to
wider landscape from theNag-
arahole-Bandipur-Muduma-
laiWayanad complex

"Wewouldhave slipped 1n-
to total poverty if the hunt for
the tiger had prolonged All
work im the plantations had

been suspended We nowhope
tomove aheadwith our Lives,"
Gopalan of Benna settlement
inTamilNadu, said.

Bid to tranquilize
tiger failed

>Cantinued from Page 1

don STF persgnnel and
veterinarians /surround-

Sao" eAtheestate Bu at-
tempts tranquy ise it failed
and the t ger a STF
command forcyng the person-
nel to fire fqur younds killing it
instantly

SadigAi gfWildlifeandNa-
tureConse ation Trust, anOo-
ty basedN aidthe tigerhad
several jur es on 1ts shoulder
anddeepwounds on other parts
of the body "Tha externalmu
ry and sty1pes of\the dead an1-
mal matth that \of the tiger
which attacked the woman,"
said Nigr coltor P Sankar

The/standard operatingpro-
cedurg (SOP) issued by NTCA
in 2013, insists that a
comnaittee has to be formed

hominees of thelstate chief
ife warden, NTA, a vet,

reprpsentatives of a gca NGO
and/panchayat, and the district
foyest officer to ide the

eater The committee

theman-eaterusing famra

aps, pug impression pads and
NA analysis of scats and hair
But 1n this case, no such\panel
as formed before it was de-

blared a man-eater," a senior
forest officer said "But a com-
mittee has now been forme to
look into its post-mortem,) he

secretarywith a request foka
dirgctive to discuss it 1n the
polit bureau (PB) and suggeat

it in theworkingre
port But, the PB didn't mee
after that as leaders were bu-
sy withthe state cenferences
TNN
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Leopard Run over by Vehicle in Sulthan Bathery Range
ated Forest officials suspect lar accidents However, there
that the acciaent was caused was no action to address the

by a vehicle rushing toreach issue," said Wayanad
the Karnataka borderon NH Prakruthi Samrakshana
212 where traffic 1s restricted Samuthi piesident N Badu-

Express News Service curred around 8 30 pm
Officials said examination of

Sulthan Bathery: A male the carcass showed severe
Jeopard was lalled after it was wounds on the head, neck and

runover by anungncwa vel spotddet

a cle at Thakarapadh, 1n the Sul- Though the forest officials between 9 pm and 6 am sha

DAR
aged around seven veais, was deni could not be tracked tims to speeding vehicles on 9, 2010, and the matter 1s at

After a post-mortem at the the stretch due to official present pending before the

erbywho informed the Foze.i Forest Department laboratory thy "We have asked the au- Supreme Court of Indiain SLP
thorities concerned to put up (Civil) 13838/2010, 24865
speed-breakers and sign- and 24866/2012 The high-

gjecis to be imple- owing tomternal mjuries The theScheduleoneendangered The carcass of the lesp wd which suspected to be run over by a speeding boards since many wild ani- way 1s owned andmaintainea

he beginning of the accident 1s beheved tohav ¢ oc- species category, wes inciner- vehicle en KO 212 at Th karapadi, near Suttnan Barhery on Saturday night mals have been kiledinsimi- by the Union Ministry

"mage season P6
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Rising Tourism Can Cause Damage toWayanadWildlife Sanctuary: Greens
by C P Sajit and Wildlife from opening ing capacity in any of the

Hence it is illegal to execute Survey of Indiafrom Cheth- the importance of Kurichi-

Kannur: Increasing tour- tourism. non-forestry activitieswhich alayam, it is not found any- yad area in biodiversity con-
servation, recently 150 tribal

of Kerala,'Badusha said. tinction. centrally sponsored fund

tat for birds and mammals. ingsitefortheWhite-rumped ofmany endemic and endan-
vulture (Gyps bengalensis). gered species of flora and

If the area is opened up

vironment and Forests seek- other protected areas,in in Tamil Nadu are strictly cludingMuthanga and Tho- tuary Management plan for only known habitat of the known nesting areas of certainly nullify any habitat
"Under theWildlife sanc- Chethalayamwaterfallisthe and Tholpetty are the only forestry operations, it wil

2012 -2022, this develop- frog Micrixaluss nudis. Dis- White-rumped vultures in improvement achievedwith
relocation, he addressed.


