
SANCTUARIES AJD NLATONAL PARKS IN EaSfERN INDIA

WESTBANGAR
Has eight sanotuartes covering an area ar approximately 575 aq.kms, Of

these, three are in the Sunderbans within easy reach of Caleutta, and the remainder

are in North Bengal. The best way to visit the latter ia te take a plane frem

Calcutta te the airMeld aituated closest te the sanctuary, and thence by road,

Train journeys to all of then are tedious, Excerpt for the Tourist Pungalow in
the Jaldapara Sanctuary, the other North Bengal sanctuaries have ordinary Forest

Rest Houses, which provide fmiture and ereakery, tt one has to carry his ow

bedding and arrange for his food, So far, Weat Bengal has not constituted any

National Park, The best time t& visit tha sanctuaries ie from November to

April, exeapt for the Senchal Sanchusry, No speclal staff ie sanctioned for any

of the senotuaries, Details in respect of each are givor. hellewt~

Const tubed in 1941 for the protection of the Indian ono-homed Rhénoceros,

Tt covers an area of 93 aq.kns, in a linear strip 16-19 kma wide along the Torsa

River in North Bengal, The nearest railway station ig Hashimara on the North

Bass Frontier Rat fremwhore the Barodabart Bungalow te only kus aways

The nearest airfield te Hashimra, eonnected by nonescheduled flights with Calcutta,

Jeepa and trained elephants are avallable on hire,

The Tourist Bungalow at Raredabart has three bedroom suites with a lounge and

a dining room, Catering arrangezents are provided, The charges for accommoda=

tion only are fs 8/~ per day for a double room and bs §/~ for a siagle,

Today there are about 80 one-homed Rhinos in the sanctuary, and in addltion

tigers, elephants, bears, sambhar, svamp deer, hog deer, Goyal and Eigon have

also benifitted,
Reservation of accommodation and trannport, is done br the Divisional Forest

Officer, Ooooh Behar Diviaion, P.O, COOCH BEHAR,

Constituted in 1955 with an area of 128 in the Parjecling district,
Crus

naar Sulma railway station on the N.F.Rellway, 9 lows from Siliguri 'inction.
Nearest airfield is Bagdegea, 24 kms away, and comected by a ragular TAC service

with Calcutta,' The best rest house 4s at Suna, The animis that have bent=

fitted are the tiger, elephant, bison, sanbhav, shoetel, barking deer, and pigse

Reservations are meade hy the Divisional Forest Ofticer, Kuracng Diviaton,

P.O, DOW HILL, Dist,' Darjeeling.'
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TIT. SENCHAL SANCTUART
Is the oldest sanctuary in West Bengal, created in 1940, ober an area of 39°

ions, eubracing the hills around Darjeeling, Though Thoom rafivay atation on

the WFRatlway adjoins the senetuary, it is wore conviniet to stay at Darjeeling

which has first claus hotele, and is only @ ims away, Cars can be hired at

Darjeeling, The sanctuary has motorable roads on three x aides, end another

passes through it at certain points, The view of the mows from Darjeeling and

the gsumrise from Tiger are world faucua, The animale in it are the Serow,

Himal.ayen Bear, barking deer, and Geral, The best times for a visit are fem

and OctohamNovenher, Further information enn be obtained from the

Divistonal Yorest Officer, Kurseong Division, P.O, DOW

IV. GORUJMARA SANCTUARY
Ts a small one with an area of only 8.5 eqs, and was fn 1949

for protecting the rhinoceros, The anirals found today ave the vhinocerog,

tiger, biaon, sambhar, berking & hog deer, bufialo and pig, The most

convinient 4s Mal, dmetion on the and the airfleld is again

Bagdegra, Taxtis are available at Mal Junetion, which is 25 kms avay from the

Sanctuary, There ave two rest houses at Gerwmara and Reservations are

done by the Divisionel Forest Officer, JALPAIGIRI,

Nag bac as
*

the Goxrmara sanctuary, with the same ratlhead, ai

and aninal The most convinient rest house ie Chapramert, Regsorva=

tions are done oy the Divisional Forest Officer, JALPATGURI,

Is the biggest sanctuary in West Bengal with an area ef 360 8galms, was

constituted in 1960 and 4s located in the Sunderbans, The most convinient route

in to take the train from the Sealdah station ef Caloutta for Canning, and from

there proosed by country boat or steam lameh, The primary attraction here is

binds, and the important ones aret eattle egret, paddy bini, little cormorant,

plack-nocked stork, sake bird, white ipis gram bittem, pelican, ete,!

Both are
are GLAND.

an tho
Soicteenee

sprtoachabLe from Caloutta by train up to Diamond

Harbour, thea by bus to Nankhana, and by oountzy beat or steam launch,

The important animals in these senctuaries are tigers, spotted deer, and aquatic

Yor all Sunderban sanotwaxes, further inZormation can be obtained from

the Divisional Forest Offfcer, 24 Parganas, 35, Gopalnagore Road,

Sunderbans,

birds.
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Has four sanctuaries with an aggregate area of only some 102 sq.kms, two of

them being only 13 sq.ima apiece, ALL of then are situated close to the urban

centres of Turk, Angrl ond Bhubaneshwat, A NatZonal Park hae been

the Similipal Hille ef Meyurbhan] district, with an initia area of 1,000 oq.kaus,

and will be oventnally ex}aided to cover 2,500 aqekms, A Biological Park hae.

bem located between Oubtack and Bimbsnesiwar ainoe 1960, Ib is a combination

of a Zoo and a Botenical Garden, Except for the Mayurbhan] National Patk, n
gpectal staff is sanckloned for aay of the aanciuaries, For further information

4n respect of any of then appllextion can be made to the Chief Conservator of

Forests, GUITAR, 'Individual details are given

xs located n an area with probably the bost wild life in the whole states

Th is claimed thet eccoopt for wild and black tuck, all the other animals

found anywhere else in the State (elephant, hison, sambhar, spotted deor, Milgal,

barking decr, mouse deer, pigs, tiger, panther, bear, ebe,4) are reprosented in the

Netienal Part. Tha somery too is gorgeous, and one waterfall, the Barheipan1

Heda, ave claimed to be 1308 fect high, 1% higher than the Jog Falla in Mysore,

The deat way te reach the Park is to taxe National Wigivay Roa 6 from

Caloutia, whieh the Park for a distance of nearly 85 kus, Several

roads lead off from this inte the Fark itse f, The Sotel ~cwaRost louse at

Nawana, 4f completed, will be about 240 kne from Caloutta 'am by the National

Highway, via Bangripesd, The rail approach 1s indifferent, Treing have to be

changed at for Baxipada, bub Rupra is small sbation where nme of the

Mail ox Express trains shop, There is no alrflald or air connection,
4

This National Park 4e well served with vest houses, there being 7 of then

'bab none provide bedding or catering arrangements. One of then is located at the

head of the Barhelpant Falls,'

Special staf? sanetioned for the Park comprises 1 Asst.ry conseftrator, i Deputy

Ranger, 3 Foresters, 8 Forest and one Gride for conducting tourists,' A

Jeep le also available for hire by tourists,' Reservations are dane by the

Divisional Forest Officer, Nubional Park Division, P.O. JOSHIPUR, diat,' eyurbbang

DEBICARL SANCTUARY,is the oldest sanctuary in Oriasa, orcated 4n 1931, but has an area of only

13 sq.km, Ie leovsed in the Bampahar Divisioa, tut has no couviniest railhead

or alfMeld, The commonest aninels ave sambhar, ond spotted desr, but have been



been sadly depleted through {114e1t shooting,

IT. RAIGODA SANCTUARY
Created in 1938 with an area of 40 sq.kuns, Can be most conviniently visited

from Angul, which is 37 kns to the North, Angul itself fa a small tom, and

first class hotels are not availahle, Catering arrangements exist at the Cirenit
House and bedding is also available, The commonest animals are elephants, spotted

deer, smbhar and ixison,'

Ma vos sith

neshwar, There is a P,W.D,' Rest Houst at Chandka itself, The animals are

elephant, sanbhar, spotted deer, harking deer, tiger and panther, 'Is subject to

poaching particularly at night,

Created in 1935 with an area of 30 04,10, and lies 20 ims West of Bimbe

onh an area of 13 aq.kms along the

the sea coast near Purl, with the sole objeot of providing protection to 'om the
black buck which was very commonthis area,' There 1s a tyvo-roomed rest house

at Balukinmd, but is more coviniently visited from Purl itself, which has first
class hotels,

RIAAR
Has five sanctuaries totalling about 700 sq.kms, and two National Parkas,

one each in the Hazaribagh and Palamau districts, having areas of 182 and 166

aqckus respectively,' The Hazaribagh National Park has a Rest House and Tourist

lodge, at both of which provided and catering arrangements exist in the

nearty Island Canteen, In the others, only ordinary Forest Rest Houses are

available, Except for the Hasarfbagh National. Park, no special staff is sanctioned

for any of the others,' All the sanctuaries and National Parks are in the Chota

nagpur Division of the State, and the most convinient cantre for visiting than

is Ranchi, which has first alana hotels, and where taxis can be hired for all
joumeys,' The best time for visiting is March-April. and Novewber-Decenber,'

I. HAZARBAGH NATIONAL PARK
Created in 1954 by an executive order of Goverment, and strictly speaking;

is only a sanctuary, It lies astride National Bighwey 33 which splits the Park

into twe halves, and itself takes off from National 2 (Grand Trunk Read)

at Burtt, 400 kns West of Caloutta,' The Rest House ledge is located

in the Western half of the Park, at a distance of 32kus from Burhi, and about 10

kus to the West of the National Highway, There is no convinient railhead or

airfield for visiting this National Park, The Forest Department keep a station
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station vagon ab Hazaribagh for hiring by tourists, The distance to the Tourist

24 lois from Hasaribagh and 120 lus from Ranchi,' Special ataff sanctioned
comprise one Ranger, one Deputy Ranger, and twenty Game Guards,'

mala in this National Park are still very shy, though the chances of

seeing thas are bettex in the Eastem half than in the Western, The Western half
is more developed with the Tourist Lodge and Canteen, consequently draws more

visitors with an attendant inorease in motor traffie and noise,' This has made

the animals in this half more shy and confined to the deeper recesses of the
forests, Sanbhar and spotted deer are plentiful, the other ungilates rare!
Bison are very rare, Tigers and Leopards are also to be féund, For reservation,
the authority is the Divisional Forest Officer, Hazaribagh West Division, P.0,'

HAZARTBAGH,

Ani

NATIONAL PNATIONAL PARK .. the Reserved Forests around Betla in the Palaran

district, and was created 1959 by an executive order of Government,' t lies
off the main Ranchi-Daltonganj read ata distance of 170 kus from Rancht and 26 kms

from Daltonganj, tut road transport is not easily availahle at Daltonganj,
and

4isnot very good, There are three Forest Rest: Houses within the

Paxk, at Betla, Kerh and Keohki,' 'he last named is very picturesque, situated on

the confinence of the North Koel and Auranga Rivers,

Bisons abound in this National Park, and during the sumer months it is quite
In addition, saubhar, spotted deer, mouse deer,

four-homed antelope, indian Gaselle, nilgai, hog deer, baricing deer, all are found

here, Among the camivores the important species are tiger, leopani, hyena,
jackal and mongoose, Bini life alse is quite rich, The greatest alundance of
aninais is during April and May, when due te the presence of water, animals from

other parts of the forest gather in 4%,4 Al an all, the animals here are more

plentiful and less shy than in the Hazaribagh Nayional Paxk,! Yor reservations,
contact Divisional Forest Offioer, Daltonganj Division, P.O.' DALTONGANT,

This National Paxk

accomodation
ome

easy to come across a herd,

Covers an area of 92 in the Srand Yorest Division of the Singhblam

district, enbracing some of the finest Sal forests in the whole country,' It was
;

created 4n 1936, and has on average elevation of around 650 metres above sea-level!
The area is rather inaccessible, being 32 kus away fromthe nearest ratlheads, which

are all mill wayside stations, A conviniejt point 1s Chaibassa, the district

headquarters, about 130 kms away, where taxis may be available,' There are 4
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are a number of rest houses on the periphery, itself is 140 ls from

and about 320 lows from Caloutta,!

Klephants have benifitted most by this sanctuary, mit Wild life of all kints,
both herbivorous and carnivorous, plentiful, It was very ricoh in bind Life x
aswell,' Rare species like Black Panthers have been sem in the past,' With

proper munagwiert, it could become one of the best smctuaries fn But

the whole aren has been leased out te the National Minerals Develoyuent Corporation

the extraction and export of iron ore, This has Played havec with the

sanctuary, and for all practical purposes it ean written

Wa. BA" TABURU SANCTUARYIs the oldest sanctuary in Bihar, created in 1932 with an area of 128 aqekna,

It 48 in the Kolhan Forest Division of the Singhbtam district, The best route

is from Ranchi via = Chaibassa, the distence kus, The rest house

at Baeniaburn is in the heart of the sanctuary, and is set amidst sylvan surround

ings, Deer are mosh plentiful in this sanctuary, and can be sem any nigh)
Elephants too have benifitted, as well as tigers,' It is quite rich in bird ite,
Sambhar are the most plentiful, bit the spotted deer is conspiwucus by ita absence,q

adjoining Natictuery in the Singhblam district is Songra,

Highvay 35 from Renokt to Jamshedyur,' It was ereated in 1935 with om area of
about 145 eq There are three rest houses within the sanctuary itsel?; at

Rogod, Jate and Tebo, the last one being maintained by the PWD, Tebo Lies on the

poaching,' Its value is doubtful, and wild life is neither plentiful nor easily
to be seen,

Yor the Singhhiam Sanctuaries, applications for reservation should be made to
the Divisional Forest Officer, Saranda Divialon, for Sasangdabuxug Kolhan Division
for Beniaturu, and Forahat Divinion for Songm,' All are at P.O, CHATBASSA,

National. Highway and ia 262 90 kms from Ranchi.

Zt ta one of the worst attuated sanctuaries in the State, and is very prone te

LBARSSAND SANCTUARY
In addition to the National. Park, the district has a sanctuary to a

conprising the Bareaand Block, areated in 1946 over sn area of 128

most, convintent reat house ia at Maromar, beautifully situated on a Imoll, sats
from Daltonganj, and 218 kes from Ranchi,' As you enter this rest house, monkays

will greet you by mking facea,!

Bigon have benifitted the most hy this esnetuary, but other forms, both



4

are done by the Divisional Forest Officer, Daltonganj South Division, F.0,'

wep"
beth herbiverous and earnivercus, including tigers are quite comon,

DALTONGANT,'

Is the biggest sanctuary in the State with an area of over 200 aqekma, and

was constituted in 1947,' There are two rest houses within the sanctuary, at

The railhead Kedarma, 382 lus from Caleutta, where

seversl, Express trains stop, Taxis can be hired at Kodama,' no

airfield or = air serviee,:

This sanctuary is heneconbed with mica nines, and poaching ie rife,4 Though

deer and tigers are found within 1t, seeing then is very But it is
quite rich in kird life, and interesting bird watching ean be had from the

eompounds of the twe rest houses,' Reservations are dons by the Divisional

Forest; Officer, Kodarua Division, P,0,' KODARMA,'

and Meghataxy, is
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