SANCIVARIES AJD NATICNAL PARKS IN EaSI'ERN INDIA
HEST BENGAIL
Has elght sancbuaries covering an ares @f approximately 675 aq.kms, OF
these, three are in the Sunderbans within easy reach of Caloutta, and the remainder
are in Worth Bengal., The best way to visit the labter is to lake a plane frem
Caleutta to the airfield situated closest te the sanetuary, and thence by road,
Train journeys to all of them are tedious, Except for the Tourist Pungalow in
the Jaldapara Semctuary, the other North Bengal sanetuaries hove ovdinary Forest
Rest Housés, vhich provide fumiture and aveakery, ‘mb one has %o carry his owm
bedding and arrange for his foed, So far, Weat Pemgal has not constituted any
National Park, The best time t4 visit the sanchuaries i¢ from November to
April, except for the Senchal Sanctuary, Mo speclal stall is sanctioned for any
of the sanctuavies, Debtallz in reapect of each are given helows-

LDAPARA, SANCTUARY
Oongbitvbed in 1941 for the protection of the Indian ono-bomad Rhénoceros,

It covers an area of 93 gq.kme, in a linear sbrip 1819 kma wide along the Torsa
River in Worth Bengal, The neavest railwsy station ia Hashimama on the North-
Bagt frontier Railwey, from where the Barodabard &n}wow 18 only 2 kms away. :
The nearest alrfield ie Hashimgra, eennected by nonescheduled flights with Calcutta,
Jeepa and troined elephants are available en hire,

The Tourist Bungalew at Bavedabari has three bedroom suites with a lounge and
a dining room, Catering arrangenents are provided, The chavges for accommoda=
tion only are Is 8/= per day for a double roon and bs 5/= for a siagle,

Today there are about 80 one-homed Rhines in the sanctuary, and in addition
tigers, elephants, bears, sambhar, swamp deer, hog deer, Goyal and Eison have
also benifitted,

Reservation of accommodation and transport is done by the Diviasional Torest
Officer, Cooch Behar Division, P,0, COOCH BEHAR,

mnﬂms with an avea of 128 sq.ime, in the Paxjocling district,
naar Sulma railumy station on the N,F.Rallumy, 9 lms from Siligur! Junetion,
Nearest airfleld is Bagdogra, 24 kms away, and comected by a ragular IAC serviece
with Caleutta, The best rest house 1s at Sulma, The animls that have beni-
fitted are the tiger, elephant, bison, sambhav, eheebel, barlking deer, and pigs.
Regervations are made hy the Divigional Forest Officer, Kurseomg Divisiem,

P.0, DOW HILL, Digt,’ Darjecling,




SENCHI CT'U,
~ Ie the oldest sanctuary in Wesh Bengal, created in 1940, oWer an area of 39

sqems, emhracing the hills around Darjeeling, Though Ghoom railway station on
the ¥, FRaftlvay adjoins the senectuavy, it is wore convinient to sbay ab Darjeeling
which has first class hotels, and is only € lms avay, Care can be hired at
Darjeeling, The sanchtuary has motorable rcads on three xmw gides, and another
passes through it at certaiv points, The view of the mows from Darjeeling and
the sunrise from Tigor K11 are world famous, The animals in it are the Serow,
Himalayan Bear, barking deer, and Gomal, The best times for a visit are Tmm
Apﬁléis;,r and eetobm;ﬁovmbm; Further infommstion ean he obtained from the
Divisional Torest Officer, Furseong Division, P,0, DOW HILL,

Is a emeil one with an area of only 8.5 sq.hme, and wvas constitubed in 1949

for protecting the rhinoceres, The animals found today ave the vhinoceros,

- elephant, tiger, bison, sambhar, bavking & hog deer, buifslo and pigs The most
conviniont vailhead is Mal Fmotion on the N F.Railimy, and the airfield is again
Baglogra, Taxls are avallable at Mal Junetion, which is 25 lms awsy from the
Sanctusry, There are two rest houses ab Gorumara and Chalsa, Reservations are

done by the Divigionel Foresh Officer, JALPAIGURI,

Has mefxaneaf-mas the Goxmars sancbuary, with the same rallhead, aimdd
and animal pomulation, The most convinient rest house is Chapramerl, Resorvas
tiens arc done Wy the Divisionel Fovest Officer, JALPATGURI,

"
PABSRES Lokl r.»z._ :

s the biggest mmm West Bengal with an area of 350 &,.kna, was
constituted in 1960 and is loeated in the Sunderbans, The wost convinient route
is to take the train fyom the Sealdsh stetion of Calcutia for Canning, and from
there proceed by country bost or sbeam lmmeh, The primary abttraction here is
birds, and the importent ones aret catile egret, paddy bind, little cormorant,
black-nocked stork, make biwd, wilte ibls, grem bittem, pelican, ete,’

Bot"z';re *nth@ &mde"bana, appmemhlo From Caloutta by train up to Diamond
Harbour, thes by tus to Wankhana, and finally by countzy boat or steam lawnch,
The imporbant animals in these sanctuaries are tigers, spotted deer, and aquatie
binds, For a1l Sunderban sanctuaries, further information can be obtained from
the Diviplonal Forest Offeer, 24 Parganas, 35, Gopalnagore Road, GAIWPTA;W.
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Hos four sanctuaries with an aggregate area of only some 102 sq.kms, two of
them being only 13 sq.las aplece, ALL of them ave situated close %o the urban
centres of Furdl, Angnl end Bhmbsneghwaw, A Nabional Paxk has been established in
the Similipal Hills of Hoyurbhen] district, with an initial area of 1,000 sq.hms,
and will be evenirally extended to cover 2,500 mgekms, A Biological Park has
besn locabed between Cubback snd Bimbaneshwer aince 1560, It s a conbination
of & Zoc and a Botenical Gardem, ILxcept for the Meyurbhan] National Padk, no
gpeciol sbaff is sapelicned for any of the sanchuarles, TFor furbher information
in regpect of any ef them applleation can e made %o the Chief Conservabor of
Forests, OUTTAK, Individual detalls are glvaz ‘belowa-

HAYURBHARS NATION 3
Is Yoosted 4n an ares wlbh probably the best wild 1ife in the whole State,

T2 3¢ claimed that except for wild baffslos and black buck, all the other animals
found anywhere elee in the State (elephau‘h, bison, sambhar, spotted deer, Nilgad,
barking deer, mouse deer, pigs, Siger, panther, bear, ete,) are represented in the
Wational Fark, The meenery too is gorgeous, and one waterfall, the Barheipani

“Falls, are clalmed to be 1308 fect high, 3.8., higher then the Jog Falls in Mysore,

The best way to reach the Park is to take National [Mguwmy Noz 6 from
Caloutita, wilch skirta the National Pazk for a ddstance of nearly 45 kmg, Several
roads lead off from this in%o the Faxk iteelf, The lotel mcuniest louge at

Nawana, if completed, will be about 240 lugs fvom Coleubta Imgy by the Fatlonal
Highway, via Bangriposd, The rail approaeh 1s indsfferent, Tralans have o be
changed at Rupsa for Baripada, tub Rupsa %o = smell stabion where none of the
Mail or Bxpress braing sbop, There is no alrfield or air comnection,

This National Park 1s well served with vest houses, there being 7 of them,

* ab none provide bedding or cabering arrangements, One of them iz locabed abt the
head of the Bavhelpani falls,

Spcelal wbtaf? sanctioned for the Pawk comprises 1 Asst, Gmsmwr, 1 Depx\-.y
Ranger, 3 Poresters, 8 Forest Guards and one Guide for conducting taurigts,’ A
Jeop i also avallable for hire by tourlsts,’ Resexvationz are dene by the -
Divisional Forest 07flcer, Nutional Park Division, P.0. JOSIIFUR, dlet, &vurblmj.

AL 2 L) l 'b‘i.’fi'»i (AL
the oldest sanctuavy in Orissa, ereabed in 1931, but has an avea of only

13 sqJms, Is lscated in the Bampahar Divisfon, bub has no convinient railhead
or al¥fiedld, The commonest aninals awe ganbhar, ond spothed deer, bub have been
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been sadly depleted through illieit shooting,

Created in 1938 with an area of 40 sq.ms, Can be most conviniently visited
from Angul, which is 37 lkms to the North, Angul itself is a small town, and .
firvst class hotels are not available, Catering arrangements exist at the Cireuit
House and bedding is also available, The commonest animals are elephants, spotted
deer, smbhar and bison,

Created in 1935 with an area of 30 sq.kms, and lies 20 kms West of Blube-

neshwar, There is a P,W,D, Rest Houst at Chandka itself, The animals are
elephant, sambhar, spotted deer, barking deer, tiger and panther, Is subject to

poaching particularly at night,

v ] - -s
Created in 1935 with an area of 13 sq.kms along the Casuarina plantations on

the sea coast near Purl, with the sole object of providing protection to iioms the
black buek which was very common in this area, There is a tun;moneﬂ rest housb
at Balukinnd, but is more coviniently visited from Puri itself, which has first
class hotels,
B x HAR . A

Has five sanctuaries totalling about 700 sq.kms, and two National Parks,
one each in the Hazaribagh and Palamau dstricts, having arcas of 182 and 15*5-_",'
8qekms respectively, The Hazaribagh National Park has a Rest House and Tourlist
Iodge, at both of which bedding is provided and catering arrangements exist in the
nearty Island Canteen, In the others, only ordinaxy Forest Rest Houses are »
available, Except for the Hazaribagh National Park, no special staff is sanctioned
for any of the others, All the sanctuaries and National Parks areinthomwta;
nagpur Division of the State, and the most convinient centre for visiting them
is Ranchi, which has firet class hotels, and where taxis can be hired for all
joumeys, The best time for visiting is Mareh-April and November-December,

JATIONAL PARK 2
954 by an executive order of Government, and strietly speaking,

Greated i
is only a sanctuary, It lies astride National Highwmy 33 which splits the Park
into two halves, and itself takes off from National Highwey 2 (Grand Trunk Read)
at Burhi, 400 Ims West of Caleutta, The Rest House and Tourist Lodge is located
in the Western half of the Park, at a distance of 32kms from Burhi, and about 10
kms to the West of the National Highway, There is no convinient railhead or
airfield for visiting this National Park, The Forest Department keep a station
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stabion wagon at Hazaribagh for hiring by tourists, The distance to the Tourist
Lodge is 24 lms from Hagaribagh and 120 kms from Ranchi,' Special staff sanctioned
comprise one Ranger, one Depuly Ranger, and twenty Game Cuards,

Animals in this National Park are still very shy, though the chances of
gesing them are better in the Eastem half than in the Woste_m., The Westemn half
is more developed with the Tourist Lodge and Canteen, consequently draws more
visitors with an attendant increase in motor traffic and noise, This has made
the enimals in this half more shy and confined to the deeper recesses of the
forests) Sambhar and spotbed deer are plentiful, the other ungrlates rave,
Bison are very rare, Tigers and Leopards are also to be fiund, For reservation,
the authority is the Divisional Forest Officer, Hazaribagh West Division, P.0,

b P2 DN A
T‘nis Hatioml Paxk embra.ees the Reserved Forests around Betla in tho Pa.'l.a.mm

distriet, and was eraabad in 1959 by an executive order of Govemnmb. It lies
off the main Ranchl-Daltongan] read at a distance of 170 kms from Ranchi and 26 kms
from Daltonganj, but road transport is not easily available at Daltonganj, and

accomodation is not very good.’ There are thres Forest Rest Houses within the -
Park, at Betla, Kerh and Kechki, The last named is very pieturesque, situated on
the confluence of the North Koel and Auranga Rivers, _

Bisons abound in thia_ﬂational Paxdc, and during the summer months 1t is quite
easy to come across a herd, In addition, sambhar, spotted deer, mouse deer,
four-homed antelope, indian Gazelle, nilgai, hog deer, barking deer, all are found
here, Among the camivores the important species are tiger, leopard, lyena,

jackal and mongoose, Bird life also is quite rich, The greatest alumdance of
aninals is during April and May, when due to the presence of water, animals from
other parts of the forest gather in 5%, A1l in all, the animals here are more
plentiful and less shy than in the Fazaribagh Naylonal Paxk, For reservations,
contact Divisional Forest omm-; Daltonganj Division, P,0, DALTONGANT,

M o ara of S aq.km in the Saranda Forvest Division of the Singhblmn
district, W sonme of the finest Sal forests in the vhole comntry, It vas
ereated in 1936, and has an average elevation of around 650 metres above se-leovel)
The area is rather inaccessible, being 32 kms away fromthe neavest railheads, which
are all small weyside stations, A conviniejt point is Chaibassa, the dlstrict
headquarters, about 130 kms awmy, where taxis may be available, There are a
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are a number of rest houses on the periphery, Chalbassa itself is 140 kms from
Raneld and shout 320 kms from Caloutta,’

Elephants have benifitted most by this sanctuary, tut wild life of all kinds,
both herbivorous and camivorous, was plentiful, It was very rich in bind life x
as well,’ BRare species like Black Panthers have been seen in the past, With
proper management, it could become one of the best samctuaries in Indla, But
the whole area has been leased out %o the National lMinerals Development Corporation
for the extraction and expert of iron ore, This has played havoc with the
sanchuary, and for all practical puwposes it can writien off,

A% V . , o v
Is the oldest sanctuary in Bihar, created in 1932 with an avea of 128 8qekms,

It 18 in the Kolhan Forest Division of the Singhblum distriet, The best route

is from Ranehd via = Chalbassa, the distance being about 190 kms, The rest house
ab Bamiabum is in the heart of the sanctuary, and is set amidst gylvan mmmrl-
ings, Deer ave most plentiful in this sanclvary, and can be sean any rs:!‘ghﬁ;”i v
Elephants too have benifitted, as well as tigers,’ It is quite vich in bird 1ife,
Sambhar ave the most plentiful, mm.mtwamummnmwmabum:

RS Sines SStasy in the amgmm Sitist 1a fongre, ajointng Retdontt
Highway 35 tmnamhitoa'mhedpu-. It was created in 1935 with an area of
about 145 sqtoms, There are three vest houses within the sanctuaxy itself; at
Rogod, Jate and Tebo, the last ons being maintained by the PUD,' Tebo lies on the
National Highway snd iz 242 90 kms fyom Ranchl,' -

It is one of the worst situated sanctuaries in the State, md:uvuypmoto
poaching,) Its valne is doubtful, and yild 1ife is neither plentiful nor easily
to be seen,’ : ‘ 7 .

For the Singhbium Sanctuaries, applications for reservation should be made to
the Divisional Forest Officer, Saranda Division, for Samangdabum; Kolhan Division
for Bm.o.mm. and Forahat Division for Songra, ALl are at P,0, CHATBASSA]

In addition to the Natdonal Park, the Palamen district has a mclmaxy too,
ompﬁaingthamdﬂe&, ereated in 1946 wamamotm 8q.lms,’ The
most convinient rest house is at Maromar, beautifully situated on a lmoll, sglmg
fron Daltongani, and 218 kms fyom Ranchi,’ As you enter this rest house, menkeys
will greet you by making faces,’

Bigon have benifitted the most by this sanetuary, but other fomms, both
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both herbivorous and eamivorous, including tigers are quite common, Reservations

are done by the Divisional Forest Officer, Daltonganj South Division, PO,

RCDANMA SANCLUARE
Is the biggest sanctuary in the State with an area of over 200 uq.img, :

was eonshitubed In 1947, There arve two rest houses within the sanctuary, at
Kodarme, and Meghatary, The railhead is Kodarma, 382 kms from Calecutta, where
several Express trains sbop, Taxis can be hired at Kodama, There is no
airfield or = alr savice,’

This sanctuary is honecombed with mica mines, and poaching is rife,’ Though
deer and tigers are found within 1%, sceing them is very difficult, But it is
quite rich in bird life, and interesting bird walching can be had from the
eompounds of the twe rcat houses,’ Reservations are dons by the Divisional
Foveat Officer, Kodarma Division, P,0, KODARMA,




