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pelts, deer antlers and Rhino horns etc. are reported to be in
high demand across the border and gets a highrprice. This lure
of high price is activating poaching of wvarious animals. I have
visited some villages in the vicinity of the park and found that
almost each household has an open display of the skulls of
various animals killed by the house owner. The skul hung
up on a wooden or bamboo frame above the main door and marks the
hunters (not regarded as as poacher!) capability e good
hunters have a place of honour in the society till this day!
Almost any animal be it a bird, mammal or rhodent is eaten and
various animal meat is attributed with medicinal property. Bear
bile 1s by far most in demand. The headman of one village
reported that between 200 and 300 bears mainly Himalayan black
bear had been eliminated from the Murlen area during the last

a1

three years or so, when the demand really soared. All sthe birds

| 58 L

have been reported to have gone to Myanmar.

The people across the border in Myanmar are also Mizo
speaking people but they are not liked by the Mizo pecple of
Assam side as often the Mizos from the Myanmmar side come 1nto
Assam and commit various crimes. These Myanmar people are
reported to come into Assam area heavily armed and indulge in
reckless poaching of any animal. This has been reported by the
villagers as well as by the forest people. It appeared that the
people and even the forest staff are some what awestruck by the
fire power of these intruders in the border areas.

Stopping of this type of unabated poaching of animals will
not be easy to stop. This will involve a high degree of public
awareness and change in social outlook. I have talked to some of
the village hunters in this regard. They all agree that due to
paucity of animals this success rate in hunting has drastically
gone down and it .is not really worth spending the time and energy
which often draws a blank at the end. They also agreed that
preservation of animals is now necessary to keep something in
reserve for the future generations. Actually, the villagers are
not even aware about the existance of the Wildlife Act or why
such an act and ban on hunting has now become necessary. 2 lot
of hard work of interpretation and public awareness is
immediately necessary. Along with the the above, strict
implementation of the Wildlife Act is also called for.

There is a village of 47 households as reported situated in

the wvalley. The villagers as usual practice Jjhooming 1in . the

rea, which has resulted into conversion of a sizeable part of

the protected area into secondary bamboo forest. Besides an
extensive contigous area which holds excellent forest '
the East ans North - east of the park, has been

community ‘orest, presumably to be used for jhooming
The State govt. is considering shifting of this wvi

i )

ted gsome. area near the sub divisional
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