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RECOVERY OF RINGED BIRDS

Reports of four more migrants ringed in India under the BNHS/WHO Bird Migra-
tion Pield Study Projeet, end recovered in the USSR have been received since
publishing the last in Newsletter for September 1963+ The particulars of these
four birds are:

Date
Ringed

Ring No. and
species

Plage ringed

Manner & dat
of recovery

Place of recoveryl 
and remarks

26 '901959

A=992
Emberiza me-

lanocephala
ZBlankheaded

Bunting )

Changalra, Bguj,
Kuteh f(c., 235 18!
W, .69 43' B,)

e

Found dead,
26,5.1961

Temizkhbekskgia,
Kavkazskaia Diet 7
Krasnodar 891 45-
30! Neoy 40 45 BES
(ce 3730 km. NW.

of Kutch.

16+3.1961

A-4T777
Motacilla alba

(White Wagtail)

Asambi%, Kuteh,
(_c_:_é_ o0 Bi Ney
69~ 32' E.)

Found sick ox
wounded anxd
perished,
11.7.1961

Zimnyatsky Diste
Volgograd Region
(=Stalingrad

38 km. SSW. of
Mikhailovka, C,
1° 351 N, 435
07' E, (0s 3660
km. NW. of Kuteh

19.12,196

A=19082
Motacilla

flava thunber-
gi ~(Greyheaded

Yellow Wagtail)

Edanad, Chengan-
nur, Kerala, G«

98 20" N., 768~

38! E.

Shot by man,
849.1963%

14 km. south of
Kara-Balty, Kir
fhiz SSR (g. 42
50L Wiy 73 8
E:) @ 3700 km
north of Edana

444.1962

C=382

Anag querque=
dula (Garganey
or Bluewinged

~ Teal)

Bharatpur, Rgje~
sthan, ¢« 27 13!
N., T1752'Bs

15/1848.1962

Shot by man,

Chernobyl T

Kiev Regio

51° 19!

14! B.),
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TICKELL'S FLOWERPECKER /iND RED TREE-ANT

The reference to Flowerpecker nests in the Novermber issue of the Newsletter
 reminded me of a curious feature of the half-a-dozen Flowerpecker nests seen
by me in the course of two decades of birdwatching. All these nests belonged
to the Tickell's Flowerpecker jplcueum enytaro”hynchos)

Every one of these nests was very close to an occupied nest of the vicious
red tree-ant (which.nakes a conspicuous rough globe of leaves with some
material very like spider—web) Four of the six nests were in mango trees
and the others in a citrus. is my diaries are not with me now, I am unable
to give precise details; but the facét of the proximity of the ants' nests
and those of the bird is indelibly recorded in my memory by the few attempts
I made to examine the nests and their contents in situ!l

TTwo of the nests in mengo trees were at a height of 20-25 feet. Two were
found, one at a time, in the same citrus tree which stood very rear a kit=-
chen. In every case the ants' nest was just a foot or so away from the bird's.

Why is it that one seldom comes across a Flowerpecker's nest? Though the
nest is small and more or less camouflaged, the feverish activity of the
owners and their habit of advertising their presence always with the chit-
chit-chit notes make it easy to discover the nest. The bird which brlngs
food to the nest calls for a time both before and after dellverlng ite. More
-over, if my memory serves rightly, the brooding bird keeps up a distinet
and extremely monotonous sort of call, so that, .in one or two days at least,
the birdwatcher is forced to take note of ite -

The last nest I saw could not even be approached to a distance of ten feet
because of the ants 3 yet the necstlings fell a prey to a Tree Piec. So the
presence of the unta, in one instence at least, failed to protect the bird's
neste.

May I request readers who have come across nests of the Tickell's Flowerpec
-ker to refer to their notes and let me know —— through the Newsletter w-
whether they have clear evidence of the presence or absence of red ant nests
near the Flowerpecker nests seen by them?

K.K. Neelakantan

e i s

MORE UNCCMVON BIRDS IN AND AROUND DELHL

Last year, I wrote about some-uncommon bird visitors in my garden. Since
‘then I have seen some more uncommon birds in and around Delhi, ‘A1l of

them are listed as 'very uncommon' 1n the Delhi Check-list, and two are new
records for Delhi., .

In December 1962, I saw a solitary female Iarge Cuckoo-Shrike in a babool
tree near the dumplng grounds in North Delhi. I was attracted by its harsh
shrlke-llke calls A close look was enough to identify the bird, as it looks
- much like the Blackheaded ‘Shrike which T had scen beforcs The Iarge Cuckoo-
Shrike, about 11 inches in length, is & darkish grey bird, with a dark line
through the eyes, dark wings edged with grcy, and the underside is narrowly
barrcd gruy and white in the female, Its hooked bill and genrral form remind
~=ed me of a Tree Pie without the long tail.

On Aprll 21, 1963, I saw two great Blackhchcd Gulls on the Jumna in North
Delhi. Both were immature birds. Although I had seen these birds twice before
this was my first close view of thecse magnificent gulls. They were bigger than
a kite. The wings were soft grey-brown, with the primaries black, and some
black patches just behind the primaries. The underside of the wings was whit
~ish except for thé black primeriess-The tail was white with a broad, black
_terminal bend. The head was white except the crown whieh was mottled and
streaked with brown. The massive yellow bill had o blask-banded orange tip.
The legs were yellow with a greenish tinge., One was quartering the river
+with slow, heavy wing beats, while the other was resting in shallow water in
comapny with 5 Brownheaded Gulls in full breeding plumage. These latter birds
were dwarfed by the former's enormous size. £ little later I saw this bird
pick up a fish about 5 in., x 1% in. from the river and carry it to still
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shallower water. It started picking the fish with its heavy hooked bills By
this time 5-=6 crows landed in the water nearby. Some of them started flying
over thec gull's head but no attempt was made to steal the fishs Annoyed by the
crows, the gull, now and then stopped picking the fish, threw back its head,
opened its bill wide and snapped occasionallys The crows were not intimidated
and edged nearer; onc seemed to stand right in front of the gull which flew
away leaving the fish in the waters. The crows did not try to retriewve the fish,
but soon left the scene, When I looked back at the spot some twenty minutes
later, the gull was baek to its fish, this time without attention from the
CIOWS.

From the riverside that day I went to Okhla and saw two Greyhuaded Mynas feed-
ing near a drain. There were both Common and Bank Mynas feecding nearby, which
afforded good comparison. The Greyheaded Myna is slightly smaller and slimmer
than the two former birds. It is sandy grey above, with large pointed feathers
on the head and neck. The underside is rufous and the dark tail has deep chest-
nut on much of the outer tail feathers, This myna has been seen only once before
on the ridge in 01d Delhi in September., The two birds at Okhla count not have
been far from their breeding grounds in late April. Could anyone enlighten me

as to wherc these Greyheaded mynas breed ncarést to Delhi?

On April 28, on my second visit to the Jumna in North Delhi 10 Curlew Sandpipers
were seen on & tiny mud island, Most of them were in their chestnut breeding
plumge. These birds were recorded for the first time in Delhi five years ago

at Najafgarh. The Curlew Sandpiper breeds in the extreme morthern part of Asia
about 8@ E., longitude. In nén—breadlng plume g¢ this bird can be easily con-
fused with the Dunlin, from which it can be distinguished by the white rump. I
saw one in eclipse plumage, which was caught in a mist net during the BNHS/WHO
camp held at Bharatpur in Scptember 1963,

On October 14, 1963 I saw a Kashmir Roller on an electric pole on the road to
Najafgarh, Ever since Dr. Salim Ali had shown me one at Bharatpur two years agoy
I felt that this bird perhaps occasionally passed through Delhi on its autumn
migration. In June, while in Kashmir. I had watched this Roller carcfully. This
bird, with its pale blue hcad and unourulde could be easily distinguished from
the Indian Roller which happened to be oLttﬂng on a near-by post. Im Elight 100
I saw the different wing and tail pattern ——- black-tipped, blue wings and
brown-centred, blue tail without the dark band. This-bird's occurrence is a new
record for Telhig

On October 18, my daughter-in-law drew my attention tn a male Orangeheaded
Ground Thrush which was sitting on a low wall under a bush next to a small pool
in my garden. Ais I turned round it flew off.to my ncighbour's compound. We had
a very good look at it over the wall, but it soon left the area, This brilliant
~ly coloured Ground Thrush breeds in the foothills. When Mr., Horace Alexender
(who is here these days) saw the gpot where I had scen this bird, he remarked
that the only other Orangeheaded Ground Thrush which was scen in a New Delhi
garden a decade ago also came to a tap to drink (my small shallow pool serves
as a drinking place for many blrddo)e

On November 7, 1963, while I was out birdwatching with Mr. Horace Alexander op-
posite Humayun's Tomb, he noticed a very dark bird in company with three Iittle
Egrets in a very shallow pool. On closer inspection he identified it as the
Indian Reef Herons. It was dark ashy grey all over, with the wings slightly dark
—ere It was almost of the same size as the IittlesEgret, but with a slightly
broader bill. It had a white chin. It seemed to be much more active in looking
for food in the shallow watcr than the Iittle Egrets., This was presumably a young
bird as it lacked the two crest feathers. Four days later, when I took three
students out for birdwatching to the same place the bird rose from the seme pool
and flew, in a westerly directions As it flew overhead, it suddenly straightened
its bent neck to the full and then the white chin and neck showed up distinctly
against the dark necke It resumed the bent pogition of the neck again, The Indian
Reef Heron is exclusively a bird of the westefn sea—coasts of India, How on

earth did it get so far inland? I should be most interested to know if it has
been reported from any other inland area in Indias

Mrse. Usha Gahguli
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GLIDERS AND BIRDS

. .
It is well¥kmown that in hot countries glider pilots often find themselves

in the company of soaring eagles and vultures. In the opinion of a pilot
with whom I discussed this subjdet recently, bird§ and pilots watch each
other while trying to locate upcurrents. This 1s what he said: 'Glider
pilots often locate upcurrents by observing birds cirecling in them, A large
number cireling at one place is a sure sign of an upcurrent. When the glider
circles in the same current: the birds trail the glider.,

'Birds also locate upcurrents by observing others circling, so much so, if
a glider circles at one place; even if there-is no upcurrent, the birds
often follow in the wake. They leave the vicinity only when they realize
that they have been misled.'

Joseph Ceorge

Central Building Research Institute,
Roorkee, U.P.

BIRDWATCHING DURING

As this year draws to a close I would like fo make an assessment ¥ what I
saw and learnt during 1963. Unfortunately, inspite of my resolution to keep
careful notes, a glance at my diary reveals that the records are very inade-
quate. Also I have not followed them up by looking up references. The follow
through process is absolutely necessary if ones stock of knowledge has to
increase comensurate with the effort involved in watching. The following
notes are based on the factual records in my diary, and I have added %o

them to the extent I thought necessary for making them intelligible.

On 29th December 1962 I was at Kihim, Some of you will remember my note on
the birds of Kihim in Newsletter for December 1961,ppe 3-5, and recall what
a variety of bird sights and sounds this place has 1o offer. Shlim Ali and
Tavkumar were also present so that identification of any species was no
problem. Iavkumar pointed to a bird which I would not have noticed among
all the sandpipers and plovers on the beach. It was a Terek Sandpiper
(Tringa terekz, also called the Avocet Sendpiper because of its upturned
bille. The bird has orange-red legs and once your attention is drawn to this
fact you camot overlook it. A little later while walking along the beach
we saw a Reef Heron (Bgretta.gularis) in its blue phase sifting on a casua-
rina, It had grass-green leges Almost at the same time we saw one bird on
the rocks which was the same species in its white phase, This bird had
grass-green feet. Iate in the evening we heard the Brown Wood Owle It has

a powerful hoot, and one of its calls is a far carrying choo 00 00 ha ha a.
I questioned Dr. SAlim Ali about the food of the bird. He said that since
it had feathers on its legs it probably did not catech fish, but lived only
on mice, frogs, and insects —- apparently birds with feathered stockings

do not relish wetting them. This bird is common in Gujarat and the breeding
season is from February to6 March. The next morning we saw a female Rosefinch
in the stubble fields behind the beach. It had a horn coloured conical bill
and the body colour was olive-bfown above. There was hardly any trace of
red in the plumage,'and the bird looked more or less like a female house
sparrow. In my diary I had remafked: 1¥ihim has been uncomfortably cool
this time., The breeze gets into ones bones, and birds get up very late.!

S4lim Ali saw an Isabeline Shrike (Tafius collurid isabellinus ). According
to Ripley it is a winter visitor coming as far south as Greater Bombay, soO
it was quite in ordsrsfor the bird to be in Kihim at this time. S41im Ali
remarked on the paacity of birds in Kihim 2t the time. His explanation was
that the late rains resulted in the grain lying-on the ground sprouting
into green plants, and thus depriving the birds of their normal food in
+he form of seeds, The situation in the village pond however was quite en-
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couraging, and I liked to believe that this was due to a notice I had hammer
-ed on a post in the tank reading: BOMBAY WILD ANIMALS AND WIID BIRDS PRO~-
TECTION ACT 1951 = KILIING OF BIRDS PROHIBITED — PENALTY: Fine R$00/- Jeil
Six Months. There were Dabchicks (Podiceps ruficollis), Common Indian Moor
~hens (Porphyrio porpthlo), Pheasant-tailed Jacanas (P/droDkas anus chizan
—gus), Bronzewinged Jacanas (Metopidius indicus), Common Pochard (chocola Ge
head and neok),{Cot ton 1(@1 (Nettapus coromandelianus ) ZEhe smallest of our
wild duck, white predominating in the plumggg/, Common Teal (gnas crecca)
(pencilled greyish)s 1d Whistling Teal (Dendrocygna javanica ),

On 21 Janvary 1963, I recorded having seen the ROs 2stors for the Firsd
time this season on a bhombax tree outsid ] arden at ‘Andheri, Bombay. The
next day we saw quite a few of these birds the Bom Poona road under a
banyan tree feeding on the ground with myna 51 s Dl a karvan-
da-clad hill-gside I saw a bird scuttling t} ugh the 3~~1€se Ziale m prac=
tivally certhin that it was the Pied Crested Cuckoo. It had no ess how
—ever 10 be at this place at this time of the year; j

panions had left for their wintering grounds

On 29th Januvary 196%, I was at Ranchi. A trip to the Hundru Falls did not
produce snything exciting, and I did not have enough ftime to sit gquietly

and watch the birds go past you. The environs of Ranchi contain delightful
stretches of forest but they are fast disappearing and being replaced by
'heavy engineering camplexes! one of which was opened by the Prime Minister
on the 16th of last month. The long line of sagwan trees are a refreshing
sight for a visitor from Bombay where the trees are > ately and shape
—ly. I hope some of these forest ftracts will be able %o resist the advance
-of industrialization. The only birds which made s impact on my mind at
Banchi were the Pied Nynas. They are easily the m uble of the myna
tribe,

On 3rd February 1963, we were at Kharakvasla
Singh., Under his firm end imaginative supervi
a fine bird sanctuary, end T will refer to thi

as gUcsis
gio t e NDA
is

On 17 February 1963 a ; 2 te from the palmyra iz
was being looked affer carefully by both parents —-
nany days. The picture whi has remained frm“h ia my o
young bird walked backwards

edge before defacating

Cn 19 February 1963, I hes
was not too pleasant.

On 3 March 1963, a young male Paradise Flycatcher and a Large Cuckoo-Shrike
were seen in our gerden, This is the first time that I saw a Cuckoo-Shrike
in our garden. My attention was drawn to it by its loud call, a double note

- ti-teee, It is a bird with a playful temperament and was chased by dron-
g0s quite frequently. There did not seem to be any point 1o this exercice
except to find cut who could accelerate faster while weaving in and out of
the branches of the gulmohr trees.

L4

23 March 1963: 3 pairs of Purplerumped Sunbirds on the Psltoforun e cal
-ling excitingly fluttering their wings, with tails fanned ot They were
obviously courting. It was not possible to ut if k& mates had already
been selected, and this communal courtship w meant Lo stimulate them
more then an individual affair, or whether here was general competition for
the selection of mates,

28 April 1963: Drongos have started to build on the

arborea. For the last two years birds have built on px i chWy Lhc

of the tree. The nest site 15 in & crotch completely exposed to the

the far end of the tree in the leafiest portion Reﬁvtntr; Bulbuls hayv
~ed to build. Iast year too they built in the seme place end fthroughout
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season they got protection from the attack of crows by the drongos., Whenever
a crow came within 10 feet of the bulbul's nest, a drongo shot out from the
blue and chased the attacker aways Iast year the drongos as well as the bul-
buls bred successfully., This year for some reason the drongos abandoned the
nest, and the bulbuls also went elsewhere, for without the 'air umbrella'
provided by the drongos there was no chance of their being able to protect
their nest or the young.

15 May 196%: Great excitement as Dyal's nest with four chicks discovered
under Mangzlore tile of roof (see Newsletter 3(6):7-8, June 1963).

22 May 1963: Two Pied Crested Cuckoos arrived in our garden, looking very
tired and listless, and not calling at all.

11 June 196%: Whitebreasted Waterhens making a lot of noise., Subsequently
they nested in our garden and were seen wandering around with their chicks.

Pirst week July 1963: Went to Kharakvasla, Col, Baljit Singh had put up
hides for photography at various places of the N.D.A. estate. Several nests
were kept under close observation by his men. A Yellow-wattled Lapwing had
entered into the spirit of the game very well., As our jeep came near the
nest the bird quietly walked away and stood at a distance of 50 yards quite
unperturbed, knowing fully well from past experience that no harm could come
to the nest. As we got into the jeep the bird started to walk back and while
we were only a hundred yards away it had returned to the nest.

19 September 1963%: Ieft for Jasdan, and stayed at Hingolgadh with Y.S. Shiv
-rajkumer. Saw many delightful birds. Participated in the ringing of the
BNHS/WHO scheme. Was quite thrilling to recapture birds ringed a year or
two ago., Among the recaptures was one Sylvia hortensis ringed in the same
place in 1960, and two S. hortensis and Upupa epops ringed in 1962. A Phyle
loscopus occipitalis netted and ringed this time is & new record for Saurash
~tra. Had the great good fortune to see three Great Indian Bustards about

12 miles from Hingolgadh.

23 September 1963: Returned from Jasdan to find that the flock of Common
Green Bee—eaters (Merops orientalis) which had left the neighbourhood in May,
as they do every year, were back in station.

8 October 1963: A young male Paradise Flycafcher (Tchitrea paradisea) seen
in our garden. :

In middle October I went to Ranchi, Hazaribagh, Jamshedpur. It was cheering
to see the notice in the Hazaribagh National Park reading: A BIRD IN THE
BUSH IS WORTH TWO IN THE HAND.

Zafar Futehally

REVIEWS

1o« PRELIMINARY FIELD GUIIE TO THE BIRDS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN. By George E.
Watson, Richard L., Zusi, and Robert W. Storer. Washington 1963, Smithson-
ian Institution.

This field guide has been prepared 10 stimﬁlate interest in the birds
of the northern half of the Indian Ocean and to facilitate gathering fur-
ther data during the International Indian Ocean Expedition.

The birds which have so far been recorded in this region are listed,
and brief notes which emphasize the lack of information on these birds
are given. The 'fragmentary' data available on the birds of TLaccadives
are included, but coastal India, Burma, and Malaya, Ceylon, Sumatra and .
the Andamen and Nicobar isleands are omitted. The Common Myna of India
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appears as an introduced species in most of the tropicel islands of the re-
gione IT would be interesting to know what the residents of these islands
think of this birds

Amsterdam Island, a volcanic rock 22 square miles in area, %000 miles south
of Ceylon and over 1000 miles from the nearest island to the: nerth, has
anong its bird population, ucn—bﬂsed*ng migrants such as the Greenshank and
the Common Sandpiper. These birds must have extraordinary powers of naviga-
tion to fly to this island which is but a speck in the vast ocean,

A very useful section of the book is devoted to the collection and prepara-
tion of specimens., Black and white drawings of the birds in different stages
of plumage, draw1u@ attention t0 easily recognizable features, should help in
ddentifyine them 11 the field or al Sec

e

2. NATURAL HISTORY DRAWING : [HE ENDIA OPFICE LIBRARY. By Mildred Archer.,
pp. ix+116 (25 x 19 ) With 26 plates. Tondon 1962. Her Majesty's Station
—ery Office, Price 27c

If you were a dinner guest of a Pritish gentleman residing in Indie dim the
18th or 19th Century you would of eourse be spared the custoaa”y show of

your host's animal slides; you coula'eaaily find yourself committed tc look-—
ing through an album of animal and plant paintings executed by your host's
private artiste. (An artist cost vbort 100 rupees a year ~- much less than
most people spend on photography.) Indeed in those unsettled times, when
miniature painters could no longer rely on the patronage of local courts, many
artists were glad to work for eccentric Englishmen who insisted on accurate
biological details in their paintings But refused to @llow them to illumine
ate them with a rich border =& worked in gold leaf,

'Indian artists were quite prepared to meke adjustments and adapt their style
and methods..., They looked carefully at the English illustrated books which
were shown to them as models and did their utmost to imitate their gemeral
characterseesse At the same time it was difficult for Indian artists entire-
ly to change old habi Uniess they were very car“fully supervised some
did not always pay close atention to detail and might alfter form Lo suit
their fcellng for design...... gonsidering the great difference in the he~
bits of the artist who was Trained to produce some thing decorative, and the
aim of the master who demanded & scientifically aceurafte reproduction, the
degree of success achieved was quite remarkable. All the 26 plates in this
book show a remarkable synthesis between beauty and accuracy. The Indian
ariist couldd be o very &uoa cam

This was the period when the passion for nstural history was at its helght

in England, and the wonders which excited the Englishman in Asia were not the
wonders of people, customs, and clothes, but of strange plants and animals.-
It was at this time that the great gardens of England were stocked with exo~
tic plants -- azaleas, peonies, wistarias,; rhododendrons, And the rative
artist was indispensable in recording and documenting all the newly discover
~ed species.

Cf the drawings and paintings which were commissioned in this way, meany have
found their way into the India Office Iibrary.




NOTES AND COMMENTS

Toxiec Chemicals and bird life

This unhappy su t is always on the agenda of international meetings

the International il for Bird Preservation. Despite the efforts of
1nternat¢onal bodies fo e ol ﬁ@klo chemicals has increase every year
since 1954, when the ;‘C@‘ warnings against its use were issued. A resoluy-
tion adopted by the ish Section of ICBP at their meeting in 1963 urged
the Government to requlre that the products which are poisonous to man or
wild life be plainly labelled 'POISON'. There is increas gsing evidence of
fatal effects ofisuch-lethal doses of toxic chemicals on predatory birds,
egpecially on fish eating birds.

¥% * % x

International Wildfowl Research Buresu

The Executive Board of the IWRB met in June 1963. A resolution drew
attention to the danger to wildfowl from prolonged winters of the type whnich
occurred in 1962/63. It noted that in those countries where hunting was
closed wildfowl benefitted greatly and others were reguested to follow suit,
The Conference also recommended that the SHELDUCK be protected in all coun-

tries for a period of five years,

CORRESPONDENCE

Reproducing of papers already published

Mey I suggest that you print (or reprint, of course) the articles that
were once published by Hugh Whistler, 'The Study of Indian Birds! (J. Bombay
nat. Hist. Soc. 23, etc. )? To meny members of the Field Club these articles
may be unfemiliar, interesting, and extremely useful. :

Dr S&lim Ali's request for LDIO“mﬁtl n on our birds has caught me on
the wrong foot, On my transfer to Ermskulsm T we.s forced to send 38 volumes
of my bird=journal to my permenent ’onv. The same circumstance may prevent
me in future from helping you with matter for the Ne etter —— unless, of
course, I see something interesting hcre,

I have on hand something like Mrs. Jamal Ara's observations on a male

Baya == a series of timed observations of nesting Goldenback Vicodpeckers.,
But that sort of thing does not norrelly attract the reader.,

Why not try to get a series of articles on the existing bird s=m ctuaries
in India? The Wild Iife Board should be able to provide the material, If
you cen get me the matter, I dont mind trying to put it into some sort of .

shape. :
Z.K. Neelakantan.

¥* ; E *

A letter from Ceylon

Since I took over the secretaryship of the Ceylon Bird Club for a few
months I have just begun to see your publication. May I congratulate you
on it; it is easily the best magazine of its kind I have come across.

May I meke one or two comments on the last two numbers.

1e Purplerumped Sunbirds: In Ceylon this bird breeds mainly in the
first half of the year, but a few nests have been found right through
the year. € give figures of the number of records of nests that I have
~— they are culled fromthe notes of W.We.A. Phillips and the Ceylon Bird
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Club as well as may own obscrvationss: Jan. 53 Feb, 15; Mar. 27; Apr. 28; -
May 24; June 11; July 8; Auge 3; Sept. 2; Octe. 4; Nov. 1; Decs 3¢ The mon-
soon begins here in May and from June until mid or late September high
south-west winds prevail over the north-east, dry, part of the country,
while the south-west is also wet. The pair of birds in my garden on the
south-east coast built in June last year, and August this year; in both
cases the nest was destroyed, this year before the eggs were laid, and in
both cases the destruction was probably acwm mplished by wind and rain.,

2. Pittas and Crows: For some years my father lived between the main
road and the sea coast -~ a distance of some 200 yards —- in Colombo, The
main birds were Crows, Sparrows, Magpie Robins, and a pair of Tailor Birds.
But each year during November a Pitta would appear on one or two mornings.
Often it was harried by a company of crows and appeared exhausted, Once I
picked up a dead bird, but though it had been killed by crows it showed no
signs of having been eatene.

3« Glossy Ibises used to be present in moderate numbers in Ceylon, -
but the first record of one this century was at Kalametiya on the south=
east coast in November 1952 where two were seen by Mr, C. E. Norris, I saw
one in the same place on September 11th and again on September 16th this
years. In both cases it was in the company of a large cocourse of wading
birds of all sizes from stints to Painted Storks and inecluding upwards of
100 White Ibises, When the water in the lagoon rose most of the larger
wading birds disappeared and the Glossy Ibis has not been seen againe '

Reve GoCs Jackson
The Mission House, Tangalla, Ceylon
November 14, 1963

o i * *

Pittas and Crows

November issue of the Newsletter is very interesting., The note about
Pittas interested me most,

In my experience f have collected dead Pittas in Dadar, Bombay, three
times in 1954 and 1956, In August 1954 and July 1955 dead Pittas were col-
lected at the Veterinary College and Haffkine Institute at Parel Bomhay
by the respective staff,

?

From Shri K.K. Neelakantan's note I now feel that these Pittas also

must be victims of crows.

P.VW. Soman

Bombgy Natural History Society
* . *

The 18t Annual General Meeting of the Birdwatchers' Field Club
to be held on Saturday, 14 December 1963 at the rooms of .the
Bombay Natural History Society at 91 Walkeshwar Rcad, Bombay 6
-~ some suggestions received from rcaders. ' :

As an item for the future activity of the Birdwatchers' Field Club of -
India, I submit the following suggestion for consideration at the forth-—
coming Annual Gemeral lMeeting:

The Club should teke suitable steps to install at least one
ne stbox (artificial nesting site) on each school cempus in =
India : :

This should help in making school children aware of birds., The artifieial
nesting site will be a spot they can often look to. It can be a regular
nestbox or an empty tin (in a shady place) or even an earthen pot, (There
is an element of risk in using the lastw)
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I wish the meeting end the Club all success.,

Joseph George
Central Building Research Inst.,
Roorkee, U.P.

*

S

I am a member of the Club (Membership No. 2%7), and am regularly getting
your Newsletter from Jeanuary 196%. I have also received the Constitution
(Draft of the Club in your October issue and intimation of the meeting
in the November issue. I want to put some of the sugcestions listed below
for the consideration of the General body which please put on the Agenda
items and oblige. =

Ttem - 1. Whether it is possible for the Club to conduct the Bird Study
Campe for a week or for a fortnight for the members of the Club. If sO,
the General body may consider to participate in this type of activitye.

Ttem — 2., The Club will allow its members as a special case and may nomin
—ate to permit on behalf of the Club, to take part in the Bird Ringing
Camps, i.e. Hingolgadh and Bombay. v

Ttem — 3. The Club should issue a member badge or certificate to its mem—
bers with or without fees.

Kindly do the needful and let me know accordingly as it is not possible
for me to attend the meeting

Harshavadan G. GOr,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat State
¥

* : * *

I have the following points to meke regerding the Newsletter and the Club:

Club: Regarding the draft constitution, i1t seems to me to be asking too
much of the Secretary to undertake the duties of Secretary, Editor of the
Newsletter, and Treasurer. I am quite sure that as the activities of the
Club grow this will prove far tco much for one person. Each of these three
responsibilities are distinct amd separate and should be underteken by
three different individuals.

Newsletter
1. The Newsletter should be st

fold instead of through the side a
trimming and neatness.

pled on the centre line, i.e. in the
s at present. This should improve page

9, The Club should now select 2 bird as its symbol, the name of which
shoudid be the name of the Newsletter. We should get en artist to produce
a nice attractive drawing of the bird which should then always appear
on our stationery, the cover of the Newsletter, etc, Examples. are The
Ibis, The Auk, Pavo, etc. The Hornbill adopted by our own Bombay Natural
History Society, the Gannet by the British Trust for Ornithology, the
Grouse by British Birds magazines etc. In this connecgtion may I suggest
the Sarus as a larse, elegant bird which is so well known anmd is SO char-
acertistically Indian, Moreover, the name is short and snappy; yet uncom
-mon, and the bird itself gives the artist plenty of scope end would make
a really handsome emblem, The title of the Newsletter could then be:SARUS
~ Newsletter of the Birdwatchersi Field ¢lub of India.

3, Some simplie rules for the guidance of contributors should be issued
such as those printed inside the cover of the DBNHS Journal. This will
lighten: the task of the Editor. I certainly think we should insist that
contributors give the scientific name of the bird of which they are writ
-ing in brackets after the first time that its English name is mentioned.
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ol
should use the nomenclature of Ripley's SYNOPSIS.

44 I think we should work towards raisingthestatus of the Newsletter
b B
that of a journal,

In conclusion, may I take the opportunity of expressing the hope
that you will lave a very sucéessful first A.G.M., of the Club. How I wish
I could be there., However, you have my sincerest good wishes for the Club's

prosperity.

SeKs Reeves
Epsom, Surrey, England.

Zafar Futehd ly
Editor, Newsletter for Birdwatehers
3%=A Juhu Lane, Andheri, Bombay 5&
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