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Shri Saxena

The Chief Conservator of Forests
MOFEF, 4t floor, E and F wing,
Kendriya Sadan

Koramangala

Bangalore

November 26, 1999

Re: Tree felling in Karwar Forest Division in Canara Circle

Greetings from Sirsi.

We have come to know that Mr.A R Naik, from MOEF has conducted a detail
study of tree felling in Karwar forest division. He has also submitted a de;au renon
on tree felling in Karwar Forest Division in Canara Circle. Uttara K

We are part of a voluntary Organisation involved in protection of torev.m in
Western Ghats. As the report of Naik is related to the area we are workine in. we
are sure that it will be useful in our work.

We requesf you to provide a copy of this report.

Eagerly waiting for your reply

Pandurang Hegde
For Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra




Quantitywise extraction of timber and Fuelwood From Karnataka

Year Timber @ [FirewoodgiTotal ® |[Revenue in Lakhs
1973-74 1069067 1481970 2551037 2164
1974-75 1196083| 1547842| 2743925 2782
1975-76 1292511 1926704 3219215 2929
1976-77 1408222 1711462 3119684 2900
1977-78 1472220 1323802 2796022 2992
1978-79 1176146 1125443 2301589 3139.97
1979-80 1182762| 1238062| 2420824 3358.68
1980-81 897819 1069523 1967342 3575.1
1981-82 636809 677889 1314698 4705.47
1982-83 502883 1059640 1562523 4450.81
1983-84 384427 497089 881516 5341.28
1984-85 477233 542049 1019282 5580.42
1985-86 452622 499029 951651 5647.2
1986-87 488935 785166 1274101 5305.56
1987-88 395399 444562 839961 524718
1988-89 317412 462543 779955 4624
1989-90 5143
1990-91 5818
1991-92 4970.96
1992-93 5411
1993-94 169335 435318 604653 6107.53
1994-95 319498 252552 572050 6247.62
1995-96 587083 310474 897557 7072.25
1996-97 93152 311340 404492
1997-98

1998-99

1999-2000

Note: * Mark indicates the total revenue, including MFP and others also.
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Sri. Panduranga Hegde,
Prakruti, Hulematagi Building,
Chowkimath,

Sirsi — 581 401.

Sub: Experience sharing Workshop
on 26" September — 2000 in sirsi. .

As planned out by the Chief Conservator of Forests & Project Director, Western
CGhats, an experience sharing work shop has been arranged on 26" Sept.—2000, at
TSS Hall, Sirsi to address the following themes. The participants for the workshop will
be the senior level KFD Officers & staff, NGO representatives, VFC representatives,
representatives of Panchayat Raj Institutions & Officials froii other Departments /\
tentative schedule is given overleaf. !

o

Sl No. Subject Resource Person

a) Strengtheningof VFCs & | > Sii. B.K.Dixit, IFS., DCF-Karwar.
Improving their Sustainability '
b) Policy Issues - » Sri. Savio Carvalho, Oxfam, Sirsi

Theme 2 | Role of NGOs in JFPM & Sri. S. K. Sudarshan, Vikasa, Malagi.
Self Help Groups '

Theme 3 | Innovative Institutions like Sri. S. M. Puttabuddhi, IF¢ S,
1. Eco-Tourism VFCs, DCF-Sirsi.
Markating VFCs,
Protection VFCs,
Acacia auriculiformis bio-mass
harvesting VFCs

It would be a great pleasure to have the benefit of your participation. For proper .
logistic arrangements, kindly confirm your p articipation, the date & ume of your & mml
immediately.

Conservator of Fores!s,
Kanara Circle, SiTsi.

13




WESTERN GHAT FORESTRY PROJECT — DFID
EXPERIENCE SHARING WORKSHOP AT TSS HALL, SIRSI
26" SEPTEMBER - 2000!
PROPOSED PROGRAMME

Date: 26-9-2000

9.30 am Registration
10.15 am Wel-Come & introduction-Project objectives\_.
10.30amto 11.00 am  SESSION -| ,
(a) Strengthening of VFCs & Improving their Sustainability—
presentation by Shri B. K. Dixit, IFS., DCF-Karwar,
(b) Policy issues — presentation by Sri. Savio Carvalho,
Oxfam, Sirsi. )
1t.00am to 11.30 am SESSION-I|
Role of NGOs in JFPM & Self Help Groups-
presentation by Sri. S. K. Sudarshan, Vikaéa, Malagi,
11.SOam to 12.30-pm —Group discussion. |
12.30 am to 12.45 pm Break.
12.45pm to 1.30 pm Presentation of Group recommendations.
1.30 pm to 2.30 pm LUNCH.
2.30 pm to 3.00 pm SESSION-llI- Innovative Institutions like
1) Eco-Tourism VFCs,
2) Marketing VFCs,
3) Protection VFCs,

4) Acacia auriculiformis biomass harvesting VFCs-

Presentation by Shri S. M. Puttabuddhi,IFS, DCF-Sirsi.

3.00 pm to 3.30 pm Group discussion.
3.30 pm to 3.45 pm Break.
3.45 pm to 4.15 pm Presentation of Group recommendations

4.15 pm to 5.30 pm Plenary session.




ry Stakeholders meeting,
Kannada National Bio-

* Kk k ok Kk

part of the preparation of a stretegy action

plan on the theme of !'Forest meeting is

on the 14th of May 20C TiEs

Yel lapur, Yellapur Taluk: .00 A .M

Through this Weeting we wish

trends in Forest dependence, views

status and importance of the bio-diversity ir

Lhe livilincods of pecile;

The meeting aims at drawing up an Action plan for

<

1 L=

further consarvation of forest resources through the
involvement of various stakeholders.,
In this regard, we solieit your presence, views
support to the process of Preparing the Action Plan.

forward to your valuable contribution

Thanking you.

”

(He GiSHIVANANGZ
Deputy Conservator
Yellapur Division,vYzllapur.
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The Conservator of Forests
Canara Circle

SIRSI - 581 401

Uttara Kannada

December 10, 2001

Re: Reoad Construction to@my)

Dear Shri Lutura, Bl ol e L g %
= /(ﬁ,}ﬁz”’ .l %M«n toues .

Namaskar, .

PALAN
Recently ﬁ:@é road has been constructed to Yana frofm Devanmane side (On Sirsi Yana
route). The stretch of about 3 Kms is newly constrdcted upto Vibhuti Halla (stream).
This has been done under drought relief work. Siphilarly from Yana village, the
Panchayat is building new road connecting it to Airsi route. Both these road
constructions 1s being carried on at a fast phase/ As these roads are newly built in
midst of evergreen forest regions, there is greater threat of smuggling and increase
in illegal felling. More ever, these roads will become useless during rainy season.

Considering these threats to forests in surrounding areas, we request you to halt
construction of any further road building on this route (coming under Honnavar Forest

Division).

We urge you to take immediate steps to halt the construction of roads in the Yana region.

Best wishes for 2002,

Pandurang Hegde
for Parisara Sanmrakashana Kendra

Copy: DFO, Honnavar




PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA
Hulemalgi Brothers,
Chowkimath,

siasi (Dist. Uttara Kannada)
Karnataka-b81 401 India

The Conservator of Forests April 15, 2002
Canara Circle

SIRSI.

Ref:PSK3/4/02

Re: Felling of Green trees in Barchi Forest ( Barchi Range, Haliyal Forest Division.)

Dear Sir,

Last week the local newspapers carricd news item stating that extensive felling of green

trees has taken place in Barchi forest, near Dandeli. In order to check this fact Parisara

Sanmrakshana Kendra organised a fact-finding mission including the local villagers.

They visited the area on 11.04.2002 and walked extensively for two hours in the forest.

The mission has found that (in block VII-15 of Barchi Range)

-There were many green trees felled in the region (specifically stumps No; 346, 350 and
413).

-Most of the green trees is of Teak spices with high value.

-This area (Block VII-15) is teak plantation and there are natural species that have

regenerated. Green trees are felled while the uprooted and dry trees are not felled. Trees

of smaller girth are also felled in large scale.

Many stumps have no marking. This raises suspicion. The stumps of some trees have

marks mentioning that felling is for 2001-2002. But there is no specific order to fell trees

in this block for this year.

-There is no fuelwood near the felled trees. This raises serious doubt, whether the
fuelwood has been removed by the agency that has felled the adjacent block.

As there is extensive felling of green trees, especially the high value teak trees, there is an

urgent need to conduct in depth investigation into this matter. We talked to ACF

Ganeshgudi and requested him to visit the area. But he said that it is not possible, as he is

busy with office work. We also tried to contact DFO Haliyal,but he was not available.

We request you to arrange a joint visit to the spot with Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra

and forest officials to confirm the fact and to initiate necessary action.

Awaiting your response,

(e
Yours faithfully,
Panduranga Hegde, For Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra.
PARISA.RA f,‘i‘_-‘f“(,‘. eler s Sendn ."V’""JJ}'
.HULEHJ\LG L gieis ;.Uh\";“ e
SH?SI (Uttara Kannagg o
KARNATAKA - 581 401

cc, DFO-Haliyal

(A Peoples Movement to Protect Tropical Forests )




PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA

Hulemalgi Brothers, 0 >\C }
Chowkimath, \
sirst (Dist. Uttara Kannada)

Karnataka-581 401 India

The Conservator of Forests
Canara circle

SIRSI 581401

June 4, 2002

File No: PSK/4/02
Re: Felling of Rosewood trees in Sahasralli forest (Banavasi Range)

Dear Sir,

Rosewood trees are very valuable resources of our district. This is felled illegally on a
large scale in Banavasi Range. On 22-5-2002 we inspected such felling in Sahasralli
forest. In an area on two acres, we found ten rosewood trees illegally felled. Local press
witidtty covered this. The ACF also visited the area.

We are surprised that no action has been taken on this even after two weeks. The local
people feel that the forest department staff is aware of illegal felling and many times it is
done in collusion with smugglers. Extensive smuggling of rosewood trees is going on for
several years in this region with ease.

If this situation continues we fear that rosewood would become extinct. It is high time
that forest department took action to protect the spices and put an end to smuggling of

rosewood trees.

Looking forward to your reply and urgent action.

Yours Faithfully,

Panduranga Hegde

@Mﬁfﬁa

For Parisara Samraksana Kendra, Sirsi

Copy: The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Sirsi Division , Sirsi

(A Peoples Movement to Protect Tropical Forests )
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The\Chef Conservator of Forests
Aranya Bhavan =~ n gy phwwoh OV
Bangalore

/ ¢
Sub: tha.laﬁd@*«s‘: exploitation oﬁji Dhoopa (Vateria indica)

Halmaddi Dhoopa (white damar) is the species found in moist deciduous to evergreen
forests in Western Ghats of Karnataka. The resin of which is used in making incense stick
(Agarbattis).
Commercial harvesting of the tree by plywood companies during 1950 to 1970 and over
exploitation of the resin have resulted in destruction of the species. Now the species is ot
the verge of extinction. Environmental protests during 1980s led to the ban on the green
};\,N”— felling Zﬁ)treespa;@_mg-mif&h@he@pa./ However, the resource is further depleted when Forest

Department gave tender to harvest the resin during+678-79. Unsustainable harvesting
techniques were adopted to harvest the resin. In the year 1982-83, 589 tons of resin was
collected mainly in Western Ghats region of Karnataka, which got reduced to 4 tons in
the year 1992-94(source KFD data). This forced the Forest Department to cancel the
tender of Dhoopa in 1995-96. But illegal exploitation of the resource n'%-mt stopped.

‘ “"Recent reports in newspapers also give evidence of this. ) \marn2

: The regeneration of this species is said to be poor. Villagers believe that a bird called
‘Dhoopada Hakki’- Imperial pigeon (Ducula bicolor) is a necessary agent for
germination of the seeds. onr A P
Considering the above factors we request you to take necessary action [te avoid further
depletion of the species, before it becomes extinct. '
Please find enclosed a recent paper cutting on Dhoopa.

e @A
Awaiting your response. e M baw
Sincerely yours ) aL'om @ D 7«4?70\ :

Pandurang Hegde
For Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra

N Ne Aranve . a kKFD -M/u:
’f%_&%bq’ W /)-ULW\M,C/‘OV\ = c»;c,/—,

/’(”)> o w t’\/V\?/}Oa '71/?,2/14 ;




5.

With more number of Software Technology Parks being set up in different parts of the
state, IT has started stretching its wings to rural areas. Moving away from its elitist
image. Foundation is hopeful of using this promising medium in its activities.

The foundation may organise exclusive workshops for policy makers, administrators,
teachers and media persons on certain current topics, in coordination with specialised
institutions in the field.

The foundation will have a publication unit, which will publish informative books and
other literature on different aspects of farm life.




PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA
Hulemalgi Brothers,

Chowkimath,

sinsi (Dist. Uttara Kannada)
Karnataka-581 401 India

The Conservator of Forests
Canara Forest Circle

Sirsi

July 17, 2002
Ref: KFD/sirsi 02/2

Sub: Smuggling of green teak trees in Bidralli plantation( Banavasi Range)

Dear Sir,

Namaskar

We would like to bring to your notice extensive smuggling of green teak trees in
Navanageri (Bidralli) teak plantation( Banavasi Range).

Since the felling is being done near Sirsi-Banavasi main road we wonder whether the
local forest officials are aware of this fact. Further, the cutting of green trees is going on
since several months and the timber is smuggled in vehicles.

As you are aware, illegal felling of rose wood and sandal wood trees was reported in
newspapers near this area. Despite this the smuggling activity has continued without any
fear.

We request you to take urgent action to stop the smuggling in this forest plantation.

) TOREARS

With regards,

Pandurang Hegde
for

Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra

wo0de

snTa0nd 3G

1’ ﬂmﬁj
5 304 (YV. ")

‘~

(A Peoples Movement to Protect Tropical Forests )




PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA
Hulemalgi Brothers,
Chowkimath,

sirsi (Dist. Uttara Kannada)
Karnataka-581 401 India
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(A Peoples Movement to Protect Trapical Forests )




