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Songbirds are nature's finest songsters.The vocal organ of these group
of birds is higly developed. This enables them to produce a wide variety of

sounds. Warblers, tanagers, cardinals, robins, wrens, finches and hundreds of

other species make up this diverse group of birds.

The songs of different species of songbirds vary, and several of them

have been named after the sounds they make. The New Zealand bellbird, for

example, is so named because its song is similar to the sound of chiming bells.

Though a large number of songbirds sing before dawn, several of
them can be-heard at different times of the day.The nightingale, for instance,
is heard specially at night, hence the name. The bird's rich, melodious song
inspired English poet John Keats to write one of his best-known poem 'Ode

toa Nightingale'. Another English poetP.B.Shelleywasinspiredbythejoyful
song of a skylark, and Thomas Hardy, by the tuneful song of a thrush singing
in cold winter months.

Poets are not the only ones
who have been charmed by these

featheredmusicians.

With their chirps, whistles,
trills and other delightfulmusic,

songbirds have fascinated scientists

and nature-lovers alike.
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