


VEDCHHI

(THE PLACE AND ITS HISTORY)

Vedchhi is a small VILLAGE in the western state of Guijarat.
But Vedchhi is more than a Village’s name now.

® It declares a life style suited to a growing and an improving

society—to a learning society.

It is a synonym for tribal educational expetiments on Gandhian
lines.

Is the place, where SATYAGRAHA (non violent action) and
CONSTRUCTIVE WORK (rural development work) as envis-
aged by Gandhijee, have taken roots and continue to grow.

Its oceanic circle of influence has spread over many districts
of Gujarat.

Is the place, which has to be thought of whilst considering
humble service to the Last Man.

Over 50 years of selfless work by a veteran Gandhian Shri
Jugatram Dave and his colleagues has converted this backward
area into a strong base for non-violent action for a learning
society.
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The dream of the people of this region is not only to be
with the main stream of the nation but also to fully contribute its
own excellence to enrich this great nation of ours. It is a dream
not to claim justice or some economic or political benefits but to
make this nation recognize itself, and help it become a great
nation. A nation where all are treated as equal not because as a
legal necessity but are treated equal because our Indian culture
cannot achieve its fullness without creating an egalitarian society.

Such a dream of a humane society will grow out of vision
and efforts. Efforts which will have education as its base and
succour. Such an education will be possible only where pursuit
of truth is guided by conscientious curiosity,




GANDHI VIDYAFITH
(THE INSTITUTION-Parent body)

‘Whatever institution I touch I would like to turn it into an
ASHRAMA' said Gandhijee. To him ASHRAMA living meant an
attempt to live up to the ideals of truth and non-violence. VEDCHHI
ASHRAMA is one such Gandhian worker’s attempt in SOUTH
GUJARAT where forest people lived (RANIPARAJ). The Ashrama’s
acivity grew and grew and spread and spread. Finally in 1967
it had to have its own higher education programme. Thus was
born GANDHI VIDYAPITH. GANDHI VIDYAPITH is the latest step
to help the people of this region.

Gandhi Vidyapith was started by humble constructive workers
who had faith in the people of this region, Their faith has been
well placed, Forest labourers of this area and their co-operatives
bore the initial financial burden of the Institution.

SWISS AID ABROAD (of Switzerland) followed these forest
labourers’ enthusiasm and came to support Gandhi Vidyapith find a
permanent income through agriculture by a very generous grant.

Gandhi Vidyapith Functions through four faculties at present.

1 SCHOOL OF SOCIOLOGY
established 1967
Samaj Shastra Mahavidyalaya, at VEDCHHI
Head : HARSHAKANT VORA
For training social workers and constructive workers.
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SCHOOL OF EDUCTION
established 1968
Snatak Adhyapan Mandir, at VEDCHHI

Head : JYOTIBHAI DESAI
For training graduate teachers in Gandhian Education,

PEACE CORPS TRAINING
established 1969
Shantisena Vidyalaya, at KARADI

Head : SOMBHAI PATEL
For training in non-violence

SCHOOL OF RURAL TECHNOLOGY
established 1971
Yantra Vidyalaya, at BARDOLI

Head : MINOOBHAI KAKALIA
An experiment in 'learning to be’ on an earn and learn bases.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT WORKERS TRAINING
established 1980
Cram Seva Vidyalaya at VEDCHHI

Director : HARSHAKANT VORA
An experiment in Rural Development Science education.
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AT THE NATION’S SERVICE
(FIVE VIDYALAYAS OF GANDHI VIDYAPITH)

The Fourteen years of existence of Candhi Vidyapith is a
very small period to assess the impact and the workof an Institution.
But an humble report of the efforts that have brought us calls to
share some major burdens of the Indian Society would not be out
of place, It had been a matter of privilege for VEDCHHI to be
placed on the map of the struggle fo independence,

Continuing this tradition further, the Gandhi Vidyapith has
now grown to bear the burden of reconstruction, Calamities-natural
and man-made wars or riots have been with us since the dawn of
history, It was Mahatma Gandhi who taught us to face those difficulties
bravely and non-violently. In the earnest effort to follow his teachings
we of Gandhi Vidyapith have been doinig our bit in doing humble
service in some of the problems that come before our country.

Our effort is an educational one and we believe that higher
education cannot be given in ivory towers, If we involve our students
in reconstructing the country and in facing its problems, more
genuine understanding of the world and the way out for a better
world would be available, Thus in all calls that we have answered
in various corners of the country, we have always insisted on
making it an educational activity.
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Samaj Shastra Mahavidyalaya (School of Sociology)
(Established in June, 1967)

1 Education will be imparted by direct participation in Social work.

2 The students will be ready to perform any difficult task, They will
be prepared for hard manual work and would not shirk taking
social responsibility.

3 Youths will be encouraged to go into very interior parts of our
country and also to the most neglected areas, and serve there,

The activities through which this school of Sociology attempts
to educate their students are of varied nature,

(@) Regular activities in the surfounding villages.
1 Agriculture extension 2 Sanitation and Health 3 Balvadi
4 Social education 5 School Complex 6 Cultural activities

(b) Occasional work
1 Communal Harmony 2 Relief among Bangaladesh Refugees
3 Youth against Famine 4 Flood Relief 5 Peace work in
Porbunder ~

(c) Constructive work

Padyatra 2 Blood Bank 3 Eye Camp 4 Dandi March
Annual (Fair) Gandhi Mela. :

Since June-1980 there is shift in our emphasis and Agricultural
Science is given a high priority in this Vidyalaya.
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SNATAK ADHYAPAN MANDIR
(TEACHER TRAINING)

It is a training programme for cadre who want to spread
the message of VEDCHHI to the remotest corners. Although for
formal purpose we are a secondary teacher training institution
for GANDHIAN EDUCATION, in practicc we are workers for a
higher goal.

e As Agriculture is the main occupation of 70 percent of our people,
We want our trainees to realize this importance of agriculture
in our nation, through action and thought. We want them to
share the burdens of the society. Moreover we desire to
inculcate a value oriented approach to agriculture, Not to make
agriculture just a means of life but a way of life. We want our
trainees to feel happy and confident about the work involved

in agriculture.

@ We train these youths in order to create a band of development
workers making education the bases of total growth,

e We involve these trainees in many a ‘national projects to
inculcate a high calibre of citizenship which carries positive
responsibilites towards the poor and neglected and also to
inculcate higher order self confidence.

'® Pedagogical innovations have followed in the wake of the
above expectations.
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IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION
(PEACE CORPS TRAINING)

Candhi Vidyapith through its faculties has participated in
various constructive activities round the country through which
the spirit of love and non-violent action spreads. The tasks
undertaken are of two kinds. There are regular constructive
activities in the surrounding area of each faculty. These activities
are carried out as preliminary training in confidence, The other
type of works are emergencies and calamities—man-made or natural.
These emergencies bring about sufferings and the need of
organize relief work is obvious, These occasional demands of the
society and the nation become real challenges to face live situations
non-violently. © SHANTI SENA - VIDYALAYA (PEACE CORPS
TRAINING INSTITUTE) has been leaders in these activities,

Thus we have involved ourselves in works such as:

Year Work Place Type

1968 Flood Relief South Cujarat Relief

1969 Communal Riots Ahmedadad Peace Action

1970 Building leper Somnath Constructive
Colony (Maharashtra)

1971 Face to face with  Mushari Peace Action
Naxalities (Bihar)

1972  Bangladesh 5 Centres on the Relief
Refugees peripherity of

Bangladesh
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1973 Dacoits of Chambal Gwalior Jail M. P,

Communal Harmony Dist. Junagadh

Socialization

1974 Dacoits of Chambal Sagar Jail M.P. Socialization
1975 Dacoits of Chambal Mughavali M. P. Socialization
Open Jail

1976 Youth Camp Tamilnadu Youth work
Antarbharati

1977 International Shri Lanka Youth work
Work-Camp

1978 Dacoits of Bundel- Laxmipur Open Jail  Socialization
Khand Dist, Panna M. P.

1979 Balwadi Camp Mangrol, Dist, Bharuch Rural Develop-

ment

Peace work




YANTRA VIDYALAYA
(School of Technology)

Established June, 1970,
1 To prepare youths who will be interested in the total upliftment

of the society. To bring in a scientific and technological change
in the production methods and in efficient utilization of raw
materials through skilled workers,

To accept 'Work-grant’ only, and no direct financial aid, The
institution seeks work, technical and engineering assignments
which the people, semi-Government, and Government agencies
need to execute, The students and the staff execute this work
and earn their needs. The education of the students takes place
by sharing this responsibility of the work. Society does not
spend an extra coin on this training programme. The students
get a real life situation.

Essentialy, attempts to overcome problems of the modern
society are the basic concern of this effort, Problems such as :

1 Energy Crisis 2 Agricultural Production
® Solar energy ® Hand Tools
® Bio-gas ® Improved methods of farming

® Waste utilization




The basic approach taken in this section is that the workshop
is considered the place of education. Thus the trainee is provided
‘real.life’ working situation where he gets his education while,
working as an apprentice,

One of the attrractive features of this Vidyalaya is its
extension Shivirs : Farmers, youths and People interested in
scientific progress have found these Shivirs beneficial.



Rural Development Workers’' Training

This course was developed very recently (June 1980). A
village level worker aware of Rural Development Science was felt
to be a basic need of our villages through our experience of 14
years of existence. Hence this course has been developed.

It is a vocational course for those who have completed Second-
ary Education (upto 10th). The course aims to:

® Create a band of village level workers, who have a
whole view of our national problems.

® Prepare them to be able to seek solutions of village level
problems.

® Agriculture will be the main occupation for most of the
village people hence these trainees will have to be well
trained in Agriculture Science.




Gandhi Vidyapith
Founder Chancellor : Shri Kakasaheb Kalelkar
Chancellor : Shri Jugatram Dave
Vice-Chancellor : Shri Dilkhush Diwanji
Registrar : Shri Chimanbhai Bhatt

B¢

The Function of a university is not merely to unlock the
powers of creative imagination in as many individuals as possible
but also of creating a sense of compelling purpose, a high
concern for noble ends which will raise the whole tempo of their
life and extend the frontiers of their reach. It is not merely the
quality of their minds but the nature of this life purpose, this
concern, and the intensity with which it is embraced that will
determine the measure of their civilized achievement.

K. G. SAIYIDAIN

[Published on the occasion of the visit of Parliamentary Committee for
the VISWABHARTI Amendment Bill—1st & 2nd AUGUST 1981]

* Suruchi Chhapshala, Bardoli 394601 =*




Where the mind is without fear and the head is
held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken up into
fragments by narrow domestic walls;

Where words come out from the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches its arms
towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost
its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by thee into
ever-widening thought and action-

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, Let
my country awake.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE
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