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The Editor regrets that owing to the fact
that he has been out of station for two months on
extra curricular activities, which includes
earning a living, there will be no issue of the
Newsletter in June. A combined issue for June
and July will be produced in the first week of
July.

Zafar Futehally
Editor
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Aasheesh GFPittiz 14-7 - 370, -

Begum Bezer,

3/vI/1980.
The Editor,
Newsletter for Birdwatchers,
Birdwatcher's Field Club of India.
Dodda Gubbi Post, Via Vidyanagar,
Rangalore - 562 134.

Dear Sir,
3 @m enciosing some of my observations of the

Houce Crov (Corvue splerdens) and I hope they
are of some velve to the Birding world in gener-
al und the readers of the Newsletter.

The notes may be scanty but a stutent like me

cannot help it because I have to birdwatch when

time permits.

I hope you will go through the netes and let me

know of any shortcouings andshortfalls, not

only in the written matter , bat on birding as

a hobby.

ankiny YOU,r

I remain,
Yours sincerely,

Pittie) e(sashaesh



BEHAVIOURIAL OBSERVATIONS OF THE HOUSE CROW

(CoRVUS_SPLENTENS)

The crows in my area atarted their nesting activity early in Way. By now the

pairs are well adjusted to each other, and the nests practically completed,
though @ crow may sometizes be sean strutting around on the garden floor in search
of twigs for nesting. It was a nice oportunity for observing these short-temper-
ed scavengers as social aves, though due to delayed exams, I could not observe

properly, with sone continuity. One er ¢we etruck me af

A trow generally abhors to share it's meal with another of it's tribe, but now I
observed that one bird shared the kill w ith the partner, When another crow
sneaked up for a bite, all hell broke leose aa the master of the Lill drove it
off with pecking and lashing with the feet, But when the mete came up for a bite,
he was obliged, and both ate, Sometimes when one of a pair did net want to share
the kill even with his mate, though the mate sidled up continuously for a morsel,
he would gently lift up one leg and as gently push thet mate away. But persisten-
ce made him give up the attempt.

There are twe pairs of crowa nesting in our garden, lets eay 'A and B* and 'C and

Dt, When the former pair have killed a mouse, they do not let the latter come

near it. Once it so haprened that after the kill, A and B ate the tasty parts
end then flew off. The other pair who were wet lurking out of the sphere which

when penetrated gives irritation, jumped onto the kill and started scavenging,
After a few moments, the former pair came back and the acavengers just walked off
as though nothing hal happened. This showed that when the eriginal killera of a

mouse hed flown away, the isft overs did not becomes the property of the other,

I have a amell ff bowl of water kept outside on the rocf for thirsty birds, and

a pair of epows use it regularly. Generally when they have something to eat with

them, t'ey come ever te the bowl and hold it with the feet while they drink, Once

morsel fell inte the bowl and the crow could not get vo it. It did not allow
a vhole flock of pigeons ( Coluni livia } do venture near the bowl for one and

a half hours{ Then, unauccessfal, it flew away.

A pair of crows have built a nest in a mast tree, about twenty feet above the

ground, in our gorden. This tree is about fifty feet from our house, on the

outer wall of which ia a ledge en which a pair of Columba livia hava built a

neat and leid exgs in, The first two egge hatched and the chicka were eaten up

hy the crows, (The chicks were golden down covered snd had bleck beaka), The

pair laid another couple of egys which were taken away by the same crows after
four deys, The poor mother laid two wore eggs, and alas one of these was

again robbed from the nest by the crows, the other is being incubated. Y never

knew that crows even robbed the eggs of the Blue Rock Pigeon. Has there been

any other observations towar ie the same?
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ZAFAR FUTEHALLY
DODDA GUBBI PGST
VIA VIDYANAGAR

7-6-19801

A So o
Dear Mr...

Thank you for your letter of the 3rd June
and for the interesting note on Crows which
I will gublish in the

tie 2

4

Yo ne rely
(Zs ar' Fu



14-7 - 310,Aasheesh Pittis
Begum Bazar,
liyderabad-500 012,
15/vI./1980,

The Editor,
Newsletter For Birdwatchers,
Birdwatcher's Field Club of India,
Dodda Gubbi Tost, via Vidyanagar,
Banglore - 562 134,

i Ls a

Dear Sir,
you for your letter of 7/6/1980, I enclose

another small note on the behavioura! patterns
of three birds, Corvus splendens, Columba livia,
und Passer domesticus, in the first showers of
this nonsoon,.

¥ hope they are useful,

Thanking You,
Yours sincerely,

Ac
{Aeasheesh Pittie).

Encly- A note titled, 'Reactions of the
Corvus Splentens, Colurha livia, and Passer
Domesticus to Prilinmery Monsoon Showers,



REACTIONS OF THE CORVUS SPLEN"ENS, COLUMBA LIVIA, AND
PASSER DOMESTICUS TO PRILIMNARY MONSOON SHOVE

When the very first shuwer of rain hesitantly fell on Wyderabad, we breathed a
sigh of relief for the summer of 1980 vas harsh indecd. I guess the crows (Corvus
splendens) enjoyed the rains most of oll the three, They would just sit out in
the open and iet the codl water flow over themselves anid sometimes even open
their wings to ellow it to descend into the feathers there - the inner secondar=
ies and the lesser wingcoverts. Their caw caws were filled with pleasure, When

the shower passed on, they gave a vigorous shake to their feathers, which removed
all the extra ter and comienced the business ef preening. Freening started
with the wings, The oil was taken ani spreadon these feathers (the primaries,
seconduries end the wing coveris). Then the tail feathers were cleaned. This
shews that tiose feathers which are eszential for flying are cleaned foremost,
Only after thease feathers were cleared did the crows start on the others,

The Columba Livia - being the tender birds they are = all collected on their roosts
538 soon ag the prilimnary drops fell, The garden where they hod been feeding

@ and the sky where they had Leen showing off their ability of flight, were cleared
almost instantly and ell the perches occupied, They sat huddled and with the
feathers fluffed, to conservcheat, Only after the iast dropa had fallen and the
clouds passed on, dia thoy come alive and commence preening. They too preened
their flying feathers firat.

The Passer doweaticus eajoyed the rain indirectiy. As svon as the rain started,
they hid in hed,erows and when it passe. away, came out to bathe in the little
puddles of accumulate' water on the parden soil. These sparrows generally enjoy
a wud bath, therefore an otcaasional bath with water must be an exhillerating
experiences, They move their wings up end down and srlash their bodies with the
water, They also wet their throats and facea by dippins the beak and vigorously
shaking it from si'le to side, When one pparrow emerges rom a puddle, another

@ jumpa in, Quite often there are sguabblea end sometimes a peaceful 'beeline' is
formed for a dip! The preening is comaenced, again, with the flying feathers,



14- 7 = 374,
Recum Tezar,
Hyderabsd -504 012,

11/VI1/19°0,
The Editor,
Newsletier For Sirdwateber's
Birdwatcher's Field club of India,
Nodda febhi Post, vis Vidyanavar,
Mingalore 562 134,

hy Gate
1184 Vd 2 Noo

Bear Sir,

This is with refference to tke article by Shri Prakash Gole and Shri e . Mundkur,
on the 15th page of the Ne. 6/7 issue of the Newsletier, I too have seen nest
of the 1 red or yellow wattled was not coofirred) with Shri B.C,
Choudhury - a keen birder ~ which was like the one they saw. 'This nest was on the

ground in the Lion Safari fark of the Nelru Zoological Park of ttyderavad. It was

round with a of aprox. 8 inches. The eggs were laid on a platform of small
stenes and pe slea which luy strewn ali over the piace. This platiorm was extreme-

ly aeat and flat aad almost geometricaliy round. fhe four dirty brown egos with
black uli over were arranged in such a wuy thet the tapering end

(whic ther

lay in the center {as also ooserved ay Shri V.Santharam in th ex seme newsletter).

This nest hed most probably been abandoned because there were no birds arornd,.
This nest elso was built near a water source = the Mirainm tank ~ very close to the

neste

Thanking you,

Youy sincerely 3

(Aasheesh
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TUE CASE OF T'E FRUSTRATED CROW

Sometimes the enemity ef tro animals fer each other leads to strange ,if funny ,
actions on their pert - te avoid, attract, distract and scare ewe the other. The
case of & frustrate! crow of my carden is very humorous, Tkés-erew

Our dog and this crsv have an old enaity. The crow penerally kills a rat - there
ere quite r few where cows are kent - and the dog chases it awey from it's rightful
meal, Crows prefer tc have a dinner on the law with their partners, and more often
than net there are many uninvited guesta too, This crew bag builfa nest in one of
the mast treea in ovr garien and does not like acy moving thing te venture near that

rowp right unter thet tree,
tree » lonat the dog. Not to be outdone, ovr jog has taker a faercy to reat ard

One evening ~ around 5.30 ~ ourdeg ran over to the tree rnd atarted aniffine at the
Jaen under it. Seeing itts old esecw, the crew got really worked up and started
eawin, sith > it itts The arararel resutt of sich action 95 a awe crows
collecting out of the blue around the caw-caving individudad. But netbing hapnened,
No crows Unteunted and the old law of survival of the fittest,
the solitary crow tookX¢ upon itself to chase our dog away.

Tt at woot Mer haohire outa tha howls of the Thevaitive dao, Jamire off the lowest
branch of a nearby tree, the crow swooned Ao-n onto the dog and esain nése to alight
on a wall epposite. This contineed for quite some time. Sometimes the crow dived
and rese erly to tern in my 5 vad tive Cree or dee it even brushed
the beck of the enninc, Bet our doz ms bored. It never even locked up aot the crow
and the racket it was meking.

Suddenly the crow li on. dry 'wench ani started breaking twiec off it! It
was in a tesring rage. All the pent up anzer at the the dog into it's
in its beck, the crow treyFa ft a terrifie triet and the thing hreke off with a loud
crack. This the ersw did for quite some time. Again the déwing atarted and apein

estaTi a ped lerritery wos released on thoge Lifeless twigs. Teking holi of a twig

After almost an bour the crew gathered enough conrage < 4was it a last ditch effort
te tap tle erniae on the Teck with it's cf. wa. The deg wadlt-ed awey,

It was vractically oy new and the crow too eatiled to roest - no donbt feeling
victorious,
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AT MANTA

went to vith 1, GC. wee 5713 oae of hin Ficl! trins
F oauned comb sot arfer tu sier tie of cerowity, As a mM Prove, Margie was a

liseppointment - there was intcle waver = 'wteas na birdéne snot it wa thrill-
Nader wond tc 'sirding, * jon of ary bird or is a

ehach ho ecvoure all bis life, and T An net donb. thee "angire - it may
have had g wedinerc colicc sien biuris in the forrd pop Jetion' sense = wos just
that to we. Fe

8 4p fires trdr ium te y dela the e ustrys "wes aard PT exrericnee lt vie joy of
nassir; thioven entices fields aed forlora lake intruders
yhen wo entero' a willaca Lia bare co bet in "and tsa Bullock cart - I could
not baIp thinkin of the Ute of these peopre. the mince which sefe;varda Ir léen

is vrll. «oe ord T could notice thet tais my noo last Tenp. the art of

ed these wore So were they) fhe ed m-nie and
the Vultv.e, the feedine in te 'fells ard t'« lnter

on ube uprer weet of a hire tomariad tree, on the edwe of ville ype,

We ate>a Sound a dent tite on Weot auaed uub rabou reek = it
weg MMubt ho ve heen hit by a truck. Now it is in tae 506, berutifully
ainffad, a com shach wee oot unsimilar to that of a Seet on. chonpry sea,

Veviira.s=
ym pale" the Purr « ef the gone Ps Yoa the barrage ne went to the
paver bape, thece sat a sida mu rzers

% Se
l

Tollowin, «os a bits ef the oixds we now om Ula jrurneye

Little were or
vel ni torres Little Cormore vt,

Ubmectt Li tile "Syret, Cacdie Vyreoct, Vight doron, Goav Veron, Purnle
e@ron, Teren, "aire Ibis end Birek

An ovis ormesa Cynon tnd, ("are coril aow le identifted;
Or ene Shitebocked? or senyal Vulture, White Scaven e Vulture, Plack~

*
3 Cemrea Pariah Yite, frahminy Nite, Saivra, Pole

for ess fptena Moorken, Purple Mocrben,.
the, Prenz winved Jetan., Pheasant<taile4 UACARD y Stone Plover,

Stack win et Stilt iver iern, Vhaslere! Tern, tiled Lan
wiv, acd Yeblor Wettted Lop ving,

Pelro's? for Blue Hoel, Piremn, Svati'ed Neve aud Rinret Nowe,
Ro-erineed Prrakeet,

hes ec. Yr Han Ceeat Soresd Owl,
Apovbtcrn.es Touse Swi'...

edd Bich Kine fischer, "hitehyersted Vin, fisher, Small Ajne Kinefisher,
Intier Holter, Saail Freen Wwaetauer.

Passer VP orries* Croweplieaseats, thive oveiea Munia, Yeaver Vrd, Strested "> o vver
~ arity TOD POs Weil ny nynu, Tpciuns hype, Thee bie; Corson

a> der, Mews, Wa cic Tied
Pr Indien

Maha et is met ea @ one. It ts of those which
we in one dey. We bed cone on this trip tort morth,

* Wanjira Uorsa,e ta 6Skne fron rebrd ciey ta a Waeterly direction.
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movement aspearca to be duc to panic, and wes not like the roosting bo-=haviour observed the previous daye No movements in the Whitenecked Storkswere meticsd.

As the darkness lifted, all the birds which had gone to the share. gameback into the middle cf the lake. Though the eclipse was not over they
back and perched on the same tree which they occupied previously. Thebohaviour of ail the birds was normal once morce

started feeding again, Egrets which had flown away. into he Torest, came

Qbservations were also made on 17th February, ie@., one day aftor thesolar Eclipse and no abnormality was recorde: '.
The total Solar Eclipse was,therefore responsible for bringing abouttemporary roosting behaviour in certain birds. This abnormal roostingbehaviour attributed to a fear created in them due to the sudden onsetof darkness and was net similar to normal rousting.observed carlicre

- §, Refuceamfor Woodland Birds by AK

A city with woodland areas is uncommon in India, but Patiala in the Punjabis an exception, The vegetation surrounding the palaces of the Maharaja,the gardens and the woods cover a large spacee The life styles af peoplehere are interesting and varied and these areas harbour..a varicty of birds'
As we approached the Biradari Gardens we saw several nests of the White=backed Vultures. In the same ,garden there were a large number of. LargeGreny Babblers (Turdoidus maleolmi) rummaging among the Leaves, Woodshrike(Tephrodornis pondicerianus) were. hawking insects in the air, Grey Hornbills( Tockus birostris) were feeding on berrics on Mota Bagh, and BrahminyMynas (Sturnus pagozdarum) were also presente Pied Kingfishers were seen onthe ponds in Sish Mahal.

The most notable Peature of the avifauna was that there was no dominantspecies. We saw.a large numbers of Tree Pie, Hoopoe, Coucal, Woodpeckers,Large Grey Babblers, Common Mynas, Sparrows, Figeons, Roseringed Parakeetsas well as Bluewinged Parakeets. Obviously the open and tree coveredhabitat of Patiala is responsible for its abundant birdlife.

Birding at Manjira by Aasheesh Pittis we

I went to Manjara with BC Choudhury. As a barrage km west of
Hyderabad was a disappointment - there was very Little water ~ but as a
birding spot it was thrilling.
It was my first trip in a jeep into the countryside and we felt likeintruders when we entered the village, the home of the buffalo and thebullock cart. The place which protects the Indian heritage is the
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village but I. fear. that it may not be so for long. The art of the
carved wooden: daors and the joy af a coleurful rangoli, the rugged beauty
of village jewellery is detlining, But the birds werc exquisite and here
is 2a list of what we saw on our journey.
Podicipediformes: Little Grebe Dabchick
Pelecaniformes: Little Cormorant
Ciconiiformes: Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Night Haron, Grey Heron, Purple

Horon, Pond Heron, White Ibis and Black Ibis,
Anseriformes: Common Teal. (More could not be identified)
Falconiformes: Whitebacked or Bengal Vulture, White Seavenger Vulture, 3

Blackwinged Kite, Common Pariah Kite, Brahminy Kite, Shikra,
Pale Harricre

Gruifoxrmes: Indian Moorhen, Purple Moorhen
Charadriiformes: B.onzewinged Jacana, Pheasantetailed Jacane, Store Plover,

Blackwinged Stilt, River Tern, Whiskered Tern, Redwattled
Lapwing and Yellow-wattled Lapwing.

Columbiformes: Blue. Rock Pigeon, Spotted Dove and Ringed Dave.
Psittaciformes: Roseringed Parakeet.
Strigiformes: Indian Great Horned Owl
Apodiformess: House Swift.
Coraciiformes: Pied Kingfisher, Whitebreasted Kingfisher, Stall, Blue King-fisher, Indian Roller, Smali Green Heeevaten,
Passeriformes: Crow~pheasant, Whitebacked Munia, Weaver Bird, Streaked

Weaver Bird,. Drongo, Brahminy MyM as Indian Myna, Tree Pie,
Common Babbler, Indian Robin, Magpic Robin, Large Pied
Wagtail, Blackheoded Oriole, Grey Shrike, Rufousbacked
Shrike, Indian Pipit, Crested Lark and Indian Smal: Skylark,4

* roe g

Unusual nesting site of Redwattied Lapwing by Hari Prasad fF

On August 10, 1980 I Saw a couple of nestlings. of the redwattled lapwing
moving on the roof of a school tuilding. Their parents kept a clcse
watch over the chicks from a short distance and were, Occasionally indulgingin the broken winged technique to draw our attention away from the youngbirds.

I have a Feeling that the lapwing though essentially: a grourd nestingbird is acclamatised to urbanisation. However in the unnatural. habitat
on the roof of a school building it laid only one or two Bqcs thotgh the
norma clutch consists of four.

Ovst texcatcher by ps Sivaprasad
Dn 29~8-1980 while on the Look out for migrentory birds oppcseite the All -

India Radio Station at Calicut we observed a Jarge wader with a strikingBlack and wnite plumage with an orange bill and reddish leys. This was
the Oystercatcher or Sea. Pic (Haematopus astralogus).
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The waiter 1976/79 was an exceptiones ly good year for Hen Harraers on

sunset at the edge o! one of the local commons, which was covered

hyof the Columba Lavaa, and Passer comes tacus
bO pre: winery monsoon showers

BY
Aghbosh Pattie

there - the inner secondaries and the lesser wing covertse Their caw caws
were filled wath pleasure. When the shower passed on, they gave a vigorousshake 14 thear feathers, which removed all the extra water, and commenced
the bueiness of preening. Preening started with the wings. The o21 was
taken and spread on these feathers (the primaries, secondaries ard the
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The waiter 1976/79 was an exceptiones ly good year for Hen Harraers on

sunset at the edge o! one of the local commons, which was covered
the No th Nufolk TL was most joyable to sit in onets Car, just
with haather and has Few scattered bushes, and watch the Harciers comang in f

those feathers whach are essentzal for fiying are cleaned first. Onlyafter these feathers were cleaned dad tho crows start on the others.

The Columba lavaa - being the tender bard, they are = all collected on
thear roosts as sonn the preliminary fell, The qirden where they

of flight, wexe cleared almost anstantly and all the perches occupied.
after the Last drops had fallen and the clouas passed on, did they come

The Passer domesticus enjoyed the rain andarectiy. As soon as the rain
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started, they hid in hedgerows and when it passed away, came out to bathe
in the little puddles of accumulated water on the garden soil. These
sparrows generally enjoy a mud bath, therefore an Occasional bath with
water must be an 6xhilarating experience. They move their wings up and
down and splash theiz bodies with the water. They also wet their throats
and faces by dipping the beak and vigorously shaking it from side and side.
When one sparrow emerges from a puddle, another jumps in. Quite often
there are squabbles and sometimes a peacuful 'beeline' is formed for a

dip! The preening is commenced, again, with the flying feathers.

An unusual nest of a pair of Redwattled Lapwing by Prakash Gole andmieTae}
Mundkur

The nest of a pair of redwattled lapwing (Vanellus indicus) is generally
'an unlined scrape on open fallow land or dry tank margin, sometimes
bordered with gravel' (Dr. Salim Ali in Birds of Kerala). It is rather
unusual to find a nest of redwattled lapwing in the midst of a city, not
on terra firma but some 20 fin above ground, on the terrace of a hig
building albcit not far away from the banks of a rivers. The nest, a
rather roundish platform of loose pebbles and small stones, about 25 cm.
in diameter was constructed on the torrace-like roof-slab of a callego-
building in Poona. This broad roof-like terrace lacks parapet walls
and as such no one is normally allowed to go on to the terrace. The
birds are thus safe from human interference. Gravel and loose pebbles
are spread over the terrace and the birds have taken advantage of this
ready-at-hand material, The college-building is about 150 m from the
Mutha river of Poona,

When the nest was located on JOth March it contained four eggs. One of
the parents was incubating and the other kept a watch from a distance.
There was also a third bird and when one of us tried to approach all the
three were up in the air giving alarm calls. As we withd:cew all the
three birds returned to the terrace. If a crow was flying nearby all the
three were seen to try to drive it away. But we also observed the parents
Qccasionally trying to drive the third bird away. His presence was
however, usually tolerated. Is it possible that this bird belonged ta
their previous brood?

On 6th April when we ascended the terrace once again, we found all the
eggs gone and not even eggeshells could be found. But when we searched
around we found four little grey-brown downy balls beautifully camouflayed
and concealed among pebbles and gravele The empty nest and the Littis
ones were duly photographed. All the three birds were there accusing
us with their famous'did you clo its!.
On a lower and smaller roof-terrace anothur lapwing-pair was seen
quently. They might have their nest there. But this terrace has no
easy approach and hence could not be climbed,


