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Ihe FEditor resrets that owing to the fact
that he has been out of station for two months on
exira - curritculir gebivities: which includes
earniny 8 1 yino. dhewerwill be no issue of the
Newsletter in June. A combined issue for June
and July will be produced in the first week of

July.
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Hashessh Pittie 14 - 7 - 370,
Begum Bezer,
Hyderabad-500 012,

38/vi/1980,

The Editor,

Newsletter for Birdwatchers,
Birdwatcher's Field Club of India,
Dodde Gubbi Post, Via Vidyanagaer,
Bangalore - 562 134,

~ Dear Sir,

% am enciosing some of my observations of the
Houce Crov (Corvue splerndens) and I hepe they
are of some velve to the Birding world in gener-

al und the readers of the Newsletter.

The notes may be scanty but a student like me

cannot help it because I have to birdwatch when

time permits.

I hope you will go through the notes and let me
know of any shorteomings endshortfalls, not
only in the written matter, but on birding as
a hobhy,
.?!mn!-:im you,
I remain,

Yours




BEHAVIOURIAL OBSERVATIONS OF THE HOUSE CROW
(CURVUS SPLENDENS)

The crows in my area started their nesting activity early in May. By now the
pairs are well adjusted to each other, and the nests practically completed,

though & crow may sometlimes be seen strutting around on the gardem fleor in search
of twigs for nesting. It was a nice oportunity for observing these shert-temper-
ed scavengers as social aves, though due te delajed exams, I could not ebserve

properly, with some continuity., Ome or 4we thinge struek me oo

A srow gemerally abhors to share ii's meal with amotlher of it's tribe, but now I
observed that one bird shered the kilil w ith the partner. Vhen another crow
sneaked up for a bite, all hell broke lecose as the masier of the kill drove it

off with pecking and lasbing with the feet, But when the mate came up for a bhite,
he was obliged, and »oth ate, Sometimes when one of a pair did net want to share
the kill even with his mate, though the mate sidled up continuously for a morsel,
he would gently 1lift up ome leg and as gently pusk thet mate away. But persisten-
ce made him give up the attempt.

There are twe pairs of crowse mesting im cur gardem, lets say 'A and D' and 'C and
P*. Vhen the former pair have killed a mouse, they do nei let the latter come
near it. Once it so happened that after the kill, 4 and B ate the tasty parts
and then flew off. The other peir who were wed lurking out of the sphere which
when penetrated gives irritatiom, jumped onto the kill and started scavenging,
After a few momerta, the former pair came back and the scavengers just walked off
as though nothing had heppencd, This showed that when the original killers of a

mouse hed flown away, the left overs did not becomed the property of the other,

I have a smell Ji bowl of weter kept outside on the roof for thirsty birds, and
a pair of evows use it regularly. Generally when they have something to eat with
them, t'ey come ever te the bowl and hold it with the feet while they drimk. Once
a morsel fell into the bowl and the crow conld mot get vo it, It did not eallow
a whole floek of pigeons ( Columbn livia )} do vemture neer the bowl for ome and

a half hours! Then, unsuccessful, it flew away,

A pair of crows have built a nest in a mast tree, about twenty feet above the
ground, in our garden. This tree is about fifty feet from our house, on the
outer wvall of which is a ledge on which a pair of Columba livia have built e

nest and laid eggs in. The firast two eggs hatched and the chicks were 2aten up

by the crows, (The chicks were golden down covered and had black beaks), The

peir laid another couple of eggs which were taken away by the same crows after
four days} The poor mother laid two more eggs, and alas enedker one of these was
again robbed from the nest by the crows, the other is being incubated, I never
knew that crows even robbed the eggs of the Blue Rock Pigeon. Has there been

any other observations towaris the same?




Mr, Aas}

Begum Bazar
Hyderabad 500 0OIZ,




ZAFAR FUTEHALLY
DODDA GUBBI PGST
VIA VIDYANAGAR
BANGALORE-542 134
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Dear lir., £ifftie,
- P

Thank you for your letter of the 3rd June
and for the interesting note on Crows
T will publish in the July’issue,

which

*




Hasheesh Pittie ; 14 - 7 - 370,

Begum Bazar,
Hyderabad-500 012,

15/vi/1980.,

The Editor,

Newsletter For Birdwatchers,
Birdwatcher's Field Club of India,
Dodda Gubbi Tost, via Vidyanagar,
Banglore - 562 134,

amlear Sir,

.Thmnk you for your letier of 7,’6,"1.‘380. I enclose
another small note on the behavioural patterns
of three birdsy Corvus splendens, Columba livia,
and Passer domesticus, in the first showers of

this monsoon.

I hope they are useful,

Thanking You,

Yours sincerely,

&
' {Aasheesh Pittie).

Encls- A mote titled ‘Reactions of the
?
Corvus Splenlens, Columba livia, and Passer

Domesticus to Prilimnery Monsoon Showers,!




REACTIONS OF THE CORVUS SPLENDENS, COLUMBA LIVIA, AND
PASSER DOMESTICUS TO PRILIMNARY MONSOON SHOWFRS,

Vhen the very first shower of rain hesitantly fell on Nyderabad, we breathed a
sigh of relief for the swmmer of 1980 was barsk indecd, 1 guess the crows(Corvus
splendens) enjoyed the rains most of all the three, They would just sit out in
the open and let the codl waler flow over themselves and semetimes even open
their wings to allow it to descend into the feathers tlere - the inner secondar-
ies and the lesser wingcoverts, Their caw caws were filled with pleasure, When
the shower passed on, they gave a vigorous shake to their feathers, which removed
all the extra water, and commenced the business of preening. Preening started
with the wings, The o0il was taken ani spreedon these feathers (the primaries,
secondaries end the wing coveris). Then the tail feathers were cleaned., This
shews that those fepthers which are essentiel for flying are cleaned foremost,

fnly after these feathers were cleared did the crows start on the others.,

The Columba Livia = being the tender birds they are - all collected on their roosts
as soon as ihe prilimnary drops fell, The garden where they had been feeding

and the sky where they had Leen showing off their ability of flight, were cleared
almost instently and all the perches occupied, They sat huddled and with the
feathers fluffed, to conserveheat, Only after the last drops had fallen and the
clouds passed on, 4id ithoy come alive and commence preening,s They too preened

their flying feathers firat.

The Passer domesticus emjoyed ithe rain indirectly. As soon as the rain starteid;
they hid in hedgerows and when il passed away, came out io bathe in the little

puddles of accumulated water om the gardem soil, These sparrows generally enjoy

e mud bath, therefore am occassional bath with water musi he an exhillerating

experience, They move their wings up and down and srlash their bodies with the
wvater, They also wet their throais end faces by dipping the bheak and vigorously
shaking it from side to side, When one pparrow emerges rom a puddle, another
jumps in, Quite often there are sguabbles and sometimes o peaceful 'beeline' is

formed for a dip! The preening is comuenced, again, with the flying feathers,




14 - 7 - 370,
Begum Dazar,

Hyderabad - 500 012,

11/v11/1920,
The Editor,

Newslettier For Birdwatcher's, ()

I 7 e : :
T;irdwa‘{_ chey 's i i1 ¢ 1 ub of lndi y (, &L/ ‘})., Al o z/f /‘"'\/‘ ('\"‘\24,{{ = &g
Dedda Cubbi Post, via Vidyanapger, S) i :

dangalore - 562 134, qs g’f(ﬁm\ M%y Ud 24 T\i}f’ iL

Dear 8ir,

Thiés is with refference to the article by Shri Prakeash CGole and Shri Toej Mumdkur,

-

-

n the 13th page of the No. 8/7 issue of the Newsletier, 1 too kave seen n nest
the lepwing {whether red or yellow wattled was neot confirmed) with Shri B,C,

Choudhury - a keen birder - which was like the one they saw, This nest was on the
ground in the Lion Saferi Park of the Neliru Zoological Park of iHyderabad, It was
round with a diemeter of aprox. 8 inches., The eggs were laid on a platform of small
slenes and pelbibles which lay sirewa ali over the place. This platiorm was extreme~
ly neat and flat aad aclmos?t geometrically round., The four dirty orown egge with
haphazerd black Llotches aull over were arranged in such a wey thet the tapering end

lay in the ceanter (a8 also observed by Shri V.Santharam in the same newsletter).

This nest hed most probably beem abandoned because there were mno bhirds around,
This mest elso was builil pear a vater sourece — the Mirsiam tank - very close to the

.

nesve

Thanking you,




Hasheesh




THE CASE OF TVE FRUSTRATED CROW

Some times tye cnemity of tvo animels for cach other leads to strange,if Pumy
actions on the

2
ir peri - e av %, 'ty distraev and scare mwe the cother. The
case of & ”r: strated crow of my gerden is very humorous., This-erew

Ovr dog and this crow have an old enwity. The erow gemerally kills ¢ rat - tlere
are quite ¢ few vhere cows are kept - and the dog chases it sway from it's ripghtful
meal, Crows prefer toc have a dinner on the lawn with their partners, asnd more often
than net there sre many uninviled guests too, This crow has hui?#n nest in one of
the mest treczs ‘ﬁ gur garden and does not like any moving thing te venture near that
tree ~ loast of f d s. Not to he outdone, ouvr deog hes taken a farcy to rest and
roep right under 2%&i tree,

One evening - arocund 5.30 - ourdem ran over to the tree nnd started sniffinge at the
Yaen under 1t. Seeing it's old enemy, the erow get really worked up and storted
cawing with 211 it's wight, The cenarsal result of such action is a swarm of crows
collecting out of the blue around the caw-cawing individudd., But nething happened,
Ko erows camel TUsndaunted and fkdleowing the old law of survival eof the fittest,

the solitary crow took Xf upon itself to chase our dog away.

It staried dive boobirg ente the baek cf the ingusitive dog. Juwping off the lowest
breneh of a mearby tree, the crow swooped do»n ento the dow and again ndie to alight
on a wall epposites This continmed for quite some time, Sometimes the erow dived
and rese crly to tern in mid=sir ond aganin dived, Onee or tvice it even brushed

the boclk of the eanipe, DBut our doz wos hered, It never evem locked up ot the erow
and the racket it wos making.

Suddenly the crow alichted on a dry 'wapch and s ted hrenkzqg twige off it] It
was in a tear ages All the pent up anger at bhe intrvaxo¢ﬂf the dop into it's
cetablishied tex wes releesed on those lifeless twigs. Teking held of a twig
in its Jﬂﬂb tho nr@w gove %t o terrifiec twist and the thing broke off with a2 loud
crack., This the erow 4id for quite some time. Agein the d¥ving started and apain

“ s

it rested on & brunch snd broke off twigs, dropping them onu the ground,

After nlmost an hour the erov gathered enough conrasge - oywas it a last diteh effort
to tap the canine shernly on the back with it'as clowa, The dop wadlled swey,

It was vraectically dork by mow and the erow too settled to roost -~ ne donhbt feeling
victoriouns,
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movement appeared to be dus to panic, and wes not like the roosting be=-
-our obscrved the previous day. No movenments in the Whitenecked Storks

were notic:d.

As the darkness lifted, all the birds which had gone to the shore same
back into the middle of the lake. Though the eclipse was not over they
started feeding again. Egrets which had flown away into ‘the forest, cams
back and perched on the same tree which they oaccupied previo Bly,ie« Tha
behaviour of all the birds was normal ONCEe MOTCe

Observations were also made on 17th February, i.e., one day after the
Solar Eclipse and no abnormality was recorde .

The total Solar Eclipse was,therefore responsible for bringing about
temporary roostirg behaviour in certain birds, This abnormal roosting
behaviour is attributed to a fear created in them due to the sudden opset
of - darknese and was ncot similar to normal rousting observed earliere.

s Gtoniecomaen.

Catiala = f Refuge for Woodland Birds by AK Ehakravarthy

ith woodland areas is uncommon in India, but Patiala in the Punjab

b tione The vegetation surrounding the palaces of the Maharaja,

the gardens and the woods cover a large space. The life styles of pcople
here are interesting and varied and thesc areas harbour . a variety of birds's

-

As we approached the Biradari Gardens we Sai several nests of the Whitec-
backed Vultures, In the same garden there were a large number of Large

Grey Babblers (Turdoidos malcolmi) rummaging among the leaves, Woodshrike
{Tephrodornis pondicerianus) were. hawking insccts in the air, Grey Hornbills
(Tockps birostris) were fecding on berrics on Moti Bagh, and Brahminy

Mynas (Sturnus pagidarum) were also present. Pied Kingfishers were seen on
the ponds in Sish Mahal.

Thc most notable Peature of the avifauna was that there was no dominant
species. We saw 2 large numbers of Troo Pie, Hoopoe, Coucal, Woodpeckers,
Large Grey Babblers, Common Mynas, Sparrows, Pigeons, Roseringed Parakeets
as well as Bluewinged Parakeets. Obviously the open and tree covered
habitat of Patiala is responsible for its abundant birdlife.

Birding ot Manjira by Aasheesh Pittis

¥

I went to Manjira with BC Choudbury. As a barrage Manjira 65 km west of
Hyderabad was a disappointment - there was very little weter = but as a
birding spot it was thrilling,

It was my first trip in a jeep into the countryside and we felt like
intruders when we entercd the village, the home of the buffalo and the
bullock carte The place which proteets the Indian heritage is the

e R

FEN T S




village but I feax thet it may not be so for - long. The art of ths
carved wooden: doaors and the joy of a colourful rangoli, thc rugged beauty
of village jéwellary is dettlining, But the birds werc exquisite and here
is 2 list of what we saw on ouxr journey.

Podicipediformes: Little Grebe or Dabchick

Pelecaniformes: Little Cormorant

Ciconiiformes: Little Egret, Cattlec Egret, Night Herom, Grey Heron, Purple
Heron, Pond Hcron, White Ibis and Black lbis.

Anseriformes: Common Teal. (Morc could not be identified) s

Falconiformes: Whitebacked or Bengal Vulture, White Scavenger Vulture,
Blackwinged Kite, Common Pariah Kite, Brahminy Kite, Shikra,
Pale Harrier.

Gruiformes: Indian Moorhen, Purple Moorhecn

Charadriiformes: Bibnzewinged Jacana, Pheasant=-tailed Jacanas, Stone Plover,

Blackwinged Stilt, River Tern, Whiskered Tern, Redwattled
Lapwing and Yellow-wattled Lapwing. ,

Lolumbiformes: Blue Rock Pigeon, Spotted Dove and Ringed Dovea

Psittaciformes: Roseringed Parakeect,

Strigiformes: Indian Great Hornod Owl

Apuodiformes: Housc Swift.

Coraciiformes: Pied Kingfisher, Whitebreasted Kingfisher, Small Blue King-
fisher, Indian Rollexr, Small Grecn Bec-catexn.,

Passeriformes: Crow~pheasant, Whitcbacked Munia, Weaver Bird, Streaked

a0 deaver ‘Bird, Drongo, Brahminy Myna, Indian Myna, Tree Pic,
Common: Babbler, Indian Robin, Magpie Robin, Large Pied
Wagtail, Blackheaded Oriole, Grey Shrike, Rufousbacked
Shrike, Indian Pipit, Crested Lark and Indian Small Skylark.

H@usgal nesting site of Redwattled Lapwing by Hari Prasad F=tnaik

On August 10, 1980 I saw a couple of nestlings of the redwattled lapwing
moving on the roof of a school building. Their parents kept a clcse

watch over the chicks from a short ‘distance and were occasionally indulging
in the broken winged technique to draw our attention away from the young
birds.

I have a feeling that the lapwing though essentially a grournd nesting
bird is acclamatised to urbanisation. However in the upnatural habitat
on the roof of a school building it laid only one or two eqgecs thotgh the
normal clutch ceonsists of fouxr, :

-
(i

Oystercatcher by PS Sivaprasad

On 29-8-1980 while on the look ¢ for migretory birds oppoeite the All
India Radio Station at Calicut we observed a large wader with a striking
black and white plumage with an orange bill and reddish legs. This was
the Oystercatcher or Sea Piec (Hoematopus ostralegus),
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Newrcttter, Fro Rodalelons ot 20 N

Novewct o (98D

winter o 1978/79 was an exceptionslly good year for Hen Harriexrs an
ozth Norfolk coest. It was most enjoyable to sit in one's car, just
suwset, at the edge of one of the local commons, which was covered
ather and a few scattered bushes, and watch the Harriers coming in

had Lo keep a very sharp look-out because the birds usually came in
and very low and quite suddenly dropped into the Heather. Once they
down they were not seen again and no sounds were heard,

conclusion, one might add that it is very unusual for Harriers to esvan
sereh in tress Bat: ag an ldving trees,  They will, of course, perch in

the laowexr brar 25 oF dead trees. To find an example of a Harrier perching
a tree, the Handbouk of British Birds was obliged to quote Jerdon.*®

usually perch on the ground, mounds of earth, anti~-hills, posts,
stumps, low bushes, boulders etc.

*ToCe Jerdon, Surgeon-major Madras Army, author of 'The Birds of India’
(Twm volumes 1862 - the standard work on Indian Ormnithology until the
arrival nearly feorty vears later of the four volumes on birds in the

'Fauna of British India' series by W.T. Blandford and Eugene W. Dates.

Reactions of the Corvus splendens, Columba livia,

to praliminary monsoon showers 2 Aaenpesh Pittie

When thi very first shower of rain hesitantly fell on Hyderabad, we breathed
a sigh of relief for the summer of 1980 was harsh indeed, I guess the

crows {(Lorvus splendens) enjoyed the rains most of all the three. They
would fust sit out in the open and let the cool water flow over themselves
and somztimes even open their wings teo allow it to descend into the feathers
there - the inner secondaries and the lesser wing coverts. Their caw caws
were fTilled with pleasure, When the shower passed on, they gave a vigorous .
shake 10 their feathers, which removed all the extra water, and commenced
the buesiness of preening., Preening started with the wings, The o0il was
taken and spread on these feathexrs (the primaries, secondariss and the

wing covertq)¢ Then the tail feathers were cleaned. This shows that

those feathers which are essential for flying are cleaned first. Only

after these focathers were cleaned did the crows start on the others.

The Columba livia - being the tender birds they are - all collected on
their roosts as soon as the preliminary drops fell., The garden where they
had been feecing and the sky where they had been showing off their ability
of flight, wexe cleared almost instantly and all the perches occupieds

They sat hudcled and with the feathers fluffed, to consexrve heat. 0Only
after the last drops had fallen and the clouds passed on, did they come
alive and commence preening. They too preened their flying feathers firste

The Passer domesticus enjoyed the rain indirectly. As soon as the rain




started, they hid in hedgerows and when it passed away, came out to bathe
in the little puddles of accumulated water on the garden soil. These
sparrows generally enjoy a wmud bath, therefore an occasional bath with
water must be an éxhilarating experience. They move their wings up and
down and splash their bodies with the water. They also wet their throats
and faces by dipping the beak and vigorously shaking it from side and side.
wWhen one sparrow emerges from a puddle, another jumps in. Quite often
there are squabbles and sometimes a peaceful 'beelinc' is formed for a

dip! The preening is commenced, again, with the flying feathers.

An unusual nest of a pair of Redwattled Lapwing by Prakash Gole and Taej
Mundkuzr

The nest of a pair of redwattled lapwing (Manellus indicug) is generally
‘an unlined scrape on open fallow land or dxy tank margin, sometimes
bordered with gravel! (Dr. Salim Ali in Birds of Kerala). It is rather
unusual to find a nest of redwattled lapwing in the midst of a city, not
on terra firma but some 20 in above ground, on the terrace of a big
building, albeit not far away from the banks of a river. The nest, a
rather roundish platform of loose pebbles and small stonss, about 25 cm.
in diametur was constrxucted on the torrace-like roof-slab of a cellege-
building in Pooma, This broad roof-like terrace lacks parapet walls

and as such no one is normally allowed to go on to the terrace. The
birds are thus safe from human interference. Gravel and lcose pebbles
are spread over the terrace and the birds haves taken advantage of this
ready-at-hand material, The college-building is about 150 m from the
Mutha river of Poona,

When the nest was located on 30th March it contained four eggs. One of
the parents was incubating and the other kept a watch from a distance,.
There was also a third bird and when one of us tried to approach all the
three were up in the air giving alarm calls. As we withdrcew all the
three birds returned to the terrace., If & crow was flying nearby all the
three were seen to try to drive it away. But we also observed the parents
accasionally trying to drive the third bird away. His presence was
however, usually tolerated., Is it possible that this bird belonged to
their previous brood?

On 6th April when we ascended the terrace once again, we found all the
eggs gone and not even egg-shells could be found. But when we searched
around we found four little grey-brown downy balls beautifully camouflayed
and concealed among pebbles and gravel. The empty nest and the little
ones were duly photographed. All the three birds were there accusing

us with their famous'did you do its!.

On a lower and smaller roof-terrace another lapwing-pair was seen fro-
quently. They might have their nest therc, But this terrace has no
easy approach and hence could not be climbeds

-+




