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DR.P.J.DILIP KUMAR.IFS Western Ghats Forestry Project
Chief Conservator of Forests Vanavikas, 18th Cross
& Project Director Malleswaram,Bangalore.

D.O.No:CCF&PD/WGF@/Lakes/99-2000 Dt:3-2-2000

Dear

This is in continuation of my previous letter on the Madivala lake project. Since
then, as you may be aware, I have been visiting the lake frequently, and on Sunday last I
was accompanied by Sri Zafar Futchally also to elicit his advise. Your Forester & staff
were kind enough to accompany us.

After observing the situation and considering different aspects, it appears to me that

any such lake improvement project should have as a central theme the ecological values of
the waterbody rather than just the water purity. As you know, Madiwala tank is home to
hundreds of waterfowl, both resident populations of birds like purple moorhen little

grebes, egrets, herons and many other, as well as winter visitors. These are mostly wetland

birds, i.e. waders, and they require shallow waters, mudflats, and vegetation for food as

well as protection. Hence it is most important that we preserve the gently sloping land that
is naturalyoccurring at present both on the sides of the tank as well as along the back-
waters. The existing vegetation also needs to be preserved.
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I realise that it will be difficult for you to make dramatic changes to the project at

your level, but I am sure that if you are yourself convinced about it, you will easily be able
to exercise your influence. Some of the modifications that would go a long way in keeping
Madiwala as a iving wetland, rather than a sterile waterpool, would be the following:

1) Please stop the "jogging track" that is now at the point of the Range Forest
Office. It can then join the existing "Lakeshore Road" to serve the jogging public.
Otherwise it is going to eat away a long stretch of precious lake margin which is absolutely
essential for the wildlife of the area. There is little likelihood in any case of our urban

people using such a long jogging track, especially as there is no way of keeping the smell

away. Further, it will bring people too close to the birds, especially as the main users of the
road are likely to be floating population for washing etc.

2) On the far side of the tank, there a belt of remnant greenery and marshy and.
It is here that all the waterbirds are presently congregating - expecially, hundreds of purple
moorhen, and flocks of egrets, stilts, etc.

is

Is there any need to build a jogging track on that side? Since a number of houses
are apparently discharging wastes from that side, I don't see any likelihood of people using
the jogging track. It would be much more judicious to secure the boundary on that side
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( there is already a boundary trench, for instance) and leave the area to the wildlife. In any
case please preserve whatever reedbeds and aquatic vegetation is left, on the far side.

3) Deepening of the tank bed is going on vigorously , but I wonder where the silt
is being dumped. If it is going to be all dumped on the "island" and the Co]jogging tracks", it
is going to cause many- fold damage, the lake bed is going to be lifeless for many years, the
vertical cuts will make the water spread edges unsuitable for wading birds, the silt is likely
to be disturbed rendering the water turbid and preventing vegetation, and construction of
the islands & "jogging tracks" will only cut down the surface area. Since they have already
started building up the "island", I would request you to ensure that its sides are given a

gradual slope, and similarly for the shoulders of the jogging track". Wherever the lake
bed has been excavated, it would be essential to give a gentle slope to the sides so that the

habitat is suitable to waders as the water recedes every year. Also vegetation should be
reintroduced using the local species like reeds, aquatic plants already growing there etc.

The "wetland" area (where the sewage is going to be clarified and treated) should likewise
have reed beds etc. instead of cement or plastic lining.

4) This lake is a precious wildlife refuge. I would strongly urge that there should
not be any encouragement of water sports, boating, etc. which will disrupt the ecology &
wildlife. Compared to the damage that so called "development" does, I think local people
doing some fishing or taking some fodder is far less damaging.

In conclusion, I request you to closely monitor the development so that it doesn't
*

become a sterile pond!

Yours Sincerely,

+

O 2.00(P.J.D AR)

Shn D.A.Venkatesh,IFS
Deputy Conservator of Forests
Urban division .
Bangalore.

Copy with compliments and for information to:

1) Principal Secretary and Addl.Chief Secretary to Govt., Forest ,Ecology & Environment

Dept., Bangalore.

2) The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Karnataka,Bangalore.

3) The Secretary I, Ecology & Environment, Bangalore.

4) The Conservator of Forests, Bangalore Circle,Bangalore.
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