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PRESS RELEASE

ON 23 August '94, a mmormndum memorandum was submitted to
the President, Shri S.D. Sharma, by several wowpn 3 or”aaisations health
groups, and democratic rights groups, appealing to him ensure the inclusion
of recommendations amd suggestions male by tgx the; mn to the Pre-
Natel Diagnostic Techniques (hegulation and Prev&ntion of Misuse) Bill,
(Bill no, 155 of 1991), The Fresident was requested to withhold his assent
to the Bill and send it back to the Farliement for reconsideration sng
incofporation of recommendations made therin,
Progressive women's and social organisations throughtout the country
had for long been dmanding a legislation to prévent the misuse of éechnicues
such as amjocentecis and ultrasonography, for sex-determination and the
subsequent abortion of female foetuges,(n 27 July 'od. the Parliament pagsed
he Frenatal Diagnostic Techniques (ieguktion and Exevention of Misuse)
Blll The signatories to the memorandum sre&xgrspiyxezmzexsedx viz . Action
Indis, A1l India Progressive Womens Urganisation, Aids Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan,
Ankur, Forum Against Sex-Determination and Sex Preselegtion (Bombay) , Jagori,
Joint Women's Programme,lshila Samooh (Ajmer), - Pcoples Union for Democratic
Rights, Sabla Sangh, Ssheli andVoluntary Health Association of India, are
deeply concerned to see that th Bill does no more then pay lip service to
its professed objective, and is incapable of tackling the menace of female
foeticide,The recommendatlons submitted to the Joint }arlldmentary Committee
in Jan, 1992 by groups actively camgalgnlng on the issue have been largely
ignored.The memorandum highlights somwe of the vitel recommendations which must
be incorpg;ated, and urges the Fresidént to ensure that the Bill is speedily
Jrocessed. The recomendations (main ones) are
iil)Future téchniquesof gsex~determination, as well as sex- pre-gelection should
be brought within the ambit of the Act. (2) The pregnant woman who undergoes
the test should be presumed to be absolutely innocent, as she is a victim of th%g
gender bias existing in society,ang should not be liable for any punishment, The ?
primary offenders under this-Act should be the owners of such clinies, and the
doctors who conduct and profit from sex-determination tests? (3) These dlagnostic_
tésts should be restricted to the Government sector hospitals. (4)Local Vigilance
Committees to be set up for monitoring,and these are to be representative bodief
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Vakola, Santacruz (£, Bombay 400. 055, Phone : 61640403

LR A T3 & T

AL, Lo, | @Y Sl FATIRE TAIHien, pE TR,

arnan (g4 ) dnd-co 0oy, Hifel L g 00}

PRESS RELEASE

The Maharashtra Regulation of Prenatal Diagnostic
Techniques Act, 1988, paSﬁ“C-”lth much fanfare remained
on paper for the last eight months Lhdnks to the inordi-

nate delay in appoiutxng the Lmul.muntxqg bodies by the
Government. At least, after sustained efforts by
compaigners and vigilant follow up by the press, the
State Government, through its Notification published on
January 2, 1989, has appointed the two ‘key bodlies = The
State Appropriate '‘Authority (SAA) and the State Wigilance
Committee (SJG). The' very fact that the public has not
been intormed‘of the constitutiovs of these committees =

ralses doubits about the Government's intentions.

These doubts are further confirmed when we look at
the consﬁﬁuction of the bodies. The ost distﬁrbing
inclusion is that of & geuietecist known for her role in
the "sex deperminatian business". She has consistently
pleaded before the Govermment and the Press that sue has
only been concefned.with the detection of genetic
abnormalities. However, hér own paper, presented at
Interuutiuna'l ’J".)hf;ki.t.'u Ices reveuls that 971 out Of 1500
cases of chorionic - villus sampling performed by ‘her,
were for deteutlnq sex for "acn-genetic reasons (anxious
couple)¥. She has been known to' have coatinued péfforming
these tests solely for vex detiurminatiuvia even after the
enactment of the Act baunning tliese practices, a fact

confirmed by a 'report published in lid Day.
The Gover:unent has exposed iticlf by appointing
such a pefson in the 8VC. It has alge given grounds

for doubting the nature of the whoile committee. Moreover,




ot wish to comment on the professional competence

et >~ v -~ -~ — N o~ 3 iy 20
members, we are concerned that

4

knowledge,
a

our
fact that 1 the non-Government
medical professionals none of them

on this issue even in context of medical

Further, although the Government has constantly
maintained that this is a social issue and also accepted
that it has been investigated and analysed mainly by
non-medicos, these very people - the social scientists and
activists are conspicuous by their absence from the

committees.

The Forum condemns the Government of Maharashtra
for this act which amounts to sabotagin very objective
of the law. We also resolve to éntens £y our .struggle
against all forces trying to protect the inhuman, unethical

and illegal practice of female foeticide through

sex determinatione.




cabi ,
SEER s

aﬁa% T <ot g@ St foot
m,...@,,w.[_‘)\b W w
ur—v—aﬁ g‘-?m T R '

zwwoi e g e @_1[3\':1”“
ﬂq”"{ldmﬂ T AT é Cla"a‘lul.g,fz.am:{ e

afﬂ i Q24 lcFl r(CFMI 2} GlT’ﬁrt:q‘]“{\W, Tia—eoT tr[

3"(’”214’“3‘)5 ""A—E‘MFW irﬂ!(@]mm?—fﬁw -
SEE SR ~
T‘??ITBT chidh -~ .a«} uzrﬁ‘ﬁéﬁﬁé\

~ rr @y e AR oAy Ry
=@ EreeT Tox s B A ST TXorer- \;‘m -
A 5) Z’ > F 2d ;] AL s -
"“‘“”"‘C% 3}‘7 55 r? oo cm %-:mzm VIR
~drarm a/ﬁ?iazm o1 ae] T S
e A é St anmr T ger ooty
'(T.ug*fﬁl a H’Ybl A @B @luul% g? Cfﬁﬁm‘
Yaea b @;:SZ ok it i
L5121l olret s o o
m el oa 2’?, C rETe faone z(*f
A q—g::ﬁ - /“oz:; ’H"l—i?ﬂ— /n—ﬁ
. SHIESTL OFI” @ 7/'})'_(17 e T e s
TEr Ve aTma s o é—tﬂf‘&am;ga
ﬁ?ﬁl‘m o e TR
s n o,@]érwq/?f G321 ‘)ﬁ a?ﬂﬂ?lﬁi‘ aﬁ
e FW‘}‘ > gy o“o»h“zvmt,—ﬁﬁw%
e w"frf_ z'h‘qz ol Hdog  HE ffg @“
Qﬂ—qﬁn@u—%«[ﬁ} Jgi%ﬁqtm“ T




G2 rrora) %ﬁ&ré et o
1L EIWI cATHG X116
cioted £ ot o ga B0 4 L
.z;q‘ufteT YT 37 gorEay dneftas
BT JYEmres (v HERTSZ  S5T2Ta, 9STE
dnﬂlpzdn,ﬁliﬂﬂrﬂﬂf% Dﬁ?r,‘ﬁr-?;ﬁ qHHT ALt
STATEHST =g d (e g=Ardm oTm (e F
) e ity e sarie (3
- armTht Ioer PUTIIRETA g, RELEE I

/

€

5 ITA, R ZrrET, hreRt wte (S,
ATR) Lok T gt sRenm  qEmar iy,
‘O ,'O“??"lZ?] beeaz Ez/r\lé/\.z—igél?r"('(mw‘-})}a}*

STATAST FT=T o (osr=pme PETE] FHer
ot (T

STy sTASTReE=r T dn e
;1\_5{7{_1,\; \ H;\anffi# $s - & %fmﬁ#
STH A dch NG oETTA D (=TT
GIFA  &TmE  GEIHT 3 g MZ’?
GERAT A e ST Ty
amr  wE] £ 3 omrias gl aer
Wiy (aery odmEd 2 o dum gy
o fop  (udh 2T YTEns ST
ST i (e A e R ATy
BJT(‘WTZ—T M5 Q-11- sv & Uit
(oisTa 3t (s @0 (Garer

I BN AT @ B IR ek R




,—i,_
AN e HI U (% R amR o)
AT LATHT L@ (ovp MPA 4o

AT Cad Brratairas an R e
Fa ﬂz_'T Jﬂ*zr

d?)cnlciffdof s =1 Hél-(!t}/édn W‘F"
e o rHa gRT T (T a:?};[m
rrzy;?ﬁﬂff%’ FW e —zm%a‘ CEoh
A yyA g &) e (w3
ol a8 dawr gz il 547‘72;%

o n g ety

) M T (W AAA (“d?:f?lw-aa—: o

BTRTR - (ip ) w1 mﬂrﬁ,/}m
Crfstse @A wTleni  Lodsi e Eear

mcﬁﬁ :«Qﬁf\oﬁ—ﬂ_“)ler\m

AGIHergr=n -.,mo—i?‘] ner g lgﬁ&fml:
| et FegaTe®  3qetesr A1 o)
a (s s o (ra:#’(zw-w—f} IgerRb- 93

@ Taa b orsrAT -un%tf/ ’
I Aaga - <2 BAHrﬁﬂoh.wch Uquer_\?%%
aj—ﬁﬁw &I oA &I ;THaas P Oie
(L &Bl5T] 4T oAy o <Z e )
37TL toe 2n - b 2 (s oonfaeuE
e ey P«zf—(r cofoaa or QTSTEATEG
2eér AT ﬁﬁl A Urer o
% o a;r—zn%ru.n AT o
WL G
i) MIAAA  IH eneran g—}; Sara | 37

&WWW mid

- &




@ MGl Iid] €

R g m:uff} cﬂ{‘)!
c‘j?\ %—ﬂ 5 T P’ﬂ" /&s—ul_;-rpr

o1°ﬁ & C]’R Iz 7’!7?7 siTar

\3)\—)' 5”\7‘ Mé Sooo W—la
(\or@ 5T —tg% S qigﬁ'rﬂ\rﬂér‘ ?7‘{21/3144{

1 aTstaretrR IR amim, SUESEY

- Quiuwal, GOTER, AFTATH, visl- TG,

R, (?g"('larrxvﬂ Y aTtEer 3_‘(
HA= azn;(zlua}» ATAY 1R (aw
L CEON L Fe 1 o} FIATER 8 &)
ﬁ).@’ﬁmﬂﬁﬂmm?fwm"
TR AT5dE 31T 3H  Glom  JEma




—BRESS RELEASE

Abuse of advanced scientific techniques such as amniocentesis, chorion v:Ll _
biopsy, fetoscopy, needling, ultra=-sound, sonography and sex=-preselectoon : '
techniques for sex-selective abortion of female foetus has taken on an ala rmd
alamming trend. The increasing Popularity of these techniques for female-
foeticide is a cause for grave concern. It is a matter of deep regret that
inspite of much “concern" expressed by the government towards "women's

©f these new techniques of femicide (sex-determination and sex-presclection :
Zhe continued use of these tests for femicide indicate that the very survival
of Indian women is at stake, Through this test, a new dimension is being
added to the increasing atrocities againsy women == infanticide, discrimina
in the family, suicides due to dowry, dowry-murder, widow burning rape ete,

The major centres for sex~determination tests are in Delhi and Bombay; tech-
niques of amniocentesis are gaining popularity even in other urban and
rural areas of Gujrat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Harysna
Punjab and Goa, In view of this, 13 organisations == Joint Women's Programma.é
Janwadi Mzhila Samiti, National Pederation of Indian Women, Saheli, Bandhua

Mazdoor Morcha, Voluntary Health Association of India, Young Women's Christ-
ian Association, Action India, ankur, Jagori, Shaktishalini, Kali for Women
and Mahila Dakshita Samiti =~ have come together to form the ¥o rum Against
Sex-Determination and _Sex~Preselection. Several other states such as Gujrat,
Maharashtra, Gea, Panjab, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu already have state-level
Fora, Today, 24.11.88, is being observed as a national ppotest day all over
these states at the initiatives of these fora,

The Forum against sex~determination and sex=preselection demands that the

government pass a central legislation which should include the following

pointa: " i

1, Widen the scope of the Act to regulate the use of all future tech*-w
nigues for sex-selection/sex-determination,

2. Restrict pre-natal tests (such as amniocentesis ) for detection of
genetic abnormalities only., In the very limited cases where the sex
of the child needs to be detemined, this should be restricted to. 0y
government medical sector and be banned completely from the privat-e :
sector,

Strengthen the implementing mechanism so that the Act does not rems 2
merely a paper legislation, Women's organisations and other concerne
groups and individuals should have access to relevant infomation
to enable them to monitor the implementation of the Act,




-

4. The legislation should take into account the fact that women are
pressurized into undergoing such tests and therefore they should hew
viewed as victims rather than culprits.

5. The cengral legislation should apply all over India and should
supersede the acts passed by the State Governments in this regard.

o
In support of the demand for a gentral legislation, 5000 signatures have béenr
collected from people of different walks of life =-~doctors, lawyers, parliameQ
ntarians, researchers, scientists, educationists and journalists, The signa~ -
tures will be presented to the Prime Minlster on 10,12,88, The Forum aims to

launch a consistent campaign at national level to build up public pressure
against this heinous practice.

Forum Against Sex-Detemmination and Sestresele¢t1f§

24.,11,88,
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