
PESSS RELEASE 4
ON 25 August '94, @ memorandum was submitted to

the President, Shri S.D. Sharma, by several women's orgmisations, health
groups,and democratic rights groups, appealing te him 'asure the inclusion
of recommendations md suggestions wale by tem then ma to the Pree
Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Kegulation and Prevention of Misuse) Bill,(Bill no, 155 of 1991), The President was requested to withhold his assent
to the Bill and send it back to the Parliament for reconsideration and
incorporation of recommendations made therin,

Progressive women's and social organisations throughtout the country
had for long been dmanding a legislation to prévent the misuse of techniaues
such a amniocentecis and ultrasonography, for sex-determination and the
subsequent abortion of female foetuses,(m 27 July '94, the Parliament passed
he Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (segubtion and Prevention of Misuse)
Bill.The signatories to the memorandum viz . Action
India, All India Progressive Womens Organisation, Aids Bhedbhay Virodhi Andolan,
Ankur, Forum Against Sex-Determination and Sex Preselegtion (Bombay) ,Jagori,Joint Women's Programne,Mahila Samooh (Ajmer),2eoples Union for Democratic

Rights, Sabla Sangh, Saheli andVoluntary Health Association of India, are
deeply concerned to see that ta Bill does no more than pay lip service to
its professed objective, and is incapable of tackling the menace of female
foeticide, The recommendations Submitted to the Joint Parliamentary Committee
in Jan, 1992 by groups actively campaigning on the issue have been largely
ignored, The memorandum highlights sowe of the vital recommendations which must
be incorporated, and urges the Fresidént to ensure that the Bill is speedily

be brought within the ambit of tHe Act. (2) The pregnant woman who undergoes
the test should be presumed to be absolutely innocent, as she is a victim of the
gender bias existing in society,ang should not be liable for any punishmant, The
primary offenders under thisAct should be the owners of such clinics, and the
doctors who conduct and profit from sex-determination tests? (3) These diagnostic
tésts should be restricted to the Government sector hospitals, (4)Local Vigilance
Committees to be set up for monitoring,and these are to be representative bodies

te

rocessed, The recomendations (main ones) are
N techniquesof sex-determination, as well as sex- pre~selection should
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PRE NATAL DIAGNOSTIC (REGULATION AND PREVENTION
OF MIC SE) BILL CF 199i

information gathered on submitti +35

to the President.

Fresicent's Cffice claimed that the Bil] had not yet reachd
for his assent. They siggested that it may be at the Taw Ministry.
The Law Ministry, when contacted, said that they only keep
Bills for a couple cf days, to check spelling mistakes, and
whether any of the provisions contravene the Constitution or
any existing law. They said the IND Bill had not yet reached
their office.
Law Ménistry ( a section Officer in the Legislative Dept.)
pointed out that the Bill w ll not become effective uniexs
even after Presidential assent, unless it appears in the Official
Gazzette,
Before the Act Can appear in the Official Gazzatte, it will

be sent to the Ministry of Health and F W, which has to ensure
an infrastructure for enforcement of the Act, Law Ministry alse
said that many laws fail te be 'ome full Acts because this

part ie, infrastructure arrangement is not completed.
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FORUM AGAINST
SEX DETERMINAT ON AND SEX PRE-SELECTION

atx fer
C/o Women's Centre, G-104 Suntise Apts, Above Canara Bank,
Vakola, Santacruz (£3, Bombay 400. 055. Phone : 6140403
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PRESS

The Maharashtra Regulation of Prenatal Diagnostic
Techniques Act, 1988, passed whe much fanfare remained
on paper for the last eight months thanks to the inordi-

compaigners and vigilant follow up by the press, the
State Government, through its Notification published on.

y
nate delay in appointing the implementing bodies by the
Governments At least, after sustained efforts by

January 2, 1989, has appointed the twokey bodies « The
State Appropriate Authority (SAA) and the State Wigilance
Committee (SVG). The very fact that the public has not
been informed of the constitution of these committees
raises doubts about the Goverument's intentions.

These doubts are further confirmed when we look at
the constuction of the bodies. The wost disturbing
inclusion ds that of a genetecist known for her role in
the "sex determination business". She has consistently a

Lt

pleaded before the Govermient and the Press that sue has
only been concerned with the detection of genetic

; abnormalities. However, her own paper, presented at
International Coufercaces tint 971 out of 1500
cases Of chorionic - villus sampling performed by her,
were for detecting séx for "ucn~-genetic reasons (anxious

v couple)". She has been known to have continued performing
1 ho these tests solely fer sex datoriniuuthua even after the

enactment of the Act banning these practices, a fact
coufirmed by 3 report published 1 Day.

The Goverment has exposcd 1t 7 1£ by appointing
1 such a person in the SVC. It has also given grounds

for doubting the nature of the whole committee. Moreover,



+2

while we do not wish to comment on the professional competence
of the committee members, we are concerned that none of them

have, to the best of our knowledge, taken a clear public stand
on this issue. Inspite of the fact that all the non-Government

Committee# Members are medical professionals none of them

have taken a stand on this issue even in the context of medical
ethics.

Further, although the Government has constantly
maintained that this is a social issue and also accepted
that it has been investigated and analysed mainly by
non=medicos, these very people - the social scientists and

activists are conspicuous by their absence from the
committees.

The Forum condemns the Government of Maharashtra
for this act which amounts to sabotaging the very objective
of the law. We also resolve to entensify our struggle
against all forces trying to protect the inhuman, unethical
and illegal practice of female foeticide through
sex determination.
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PRESS RELEASE

iAbuse of advanced srisntific techni pies such as amniocentesis, chorion villi
techniques for sex-selective abortion of female foetus has taken on an
alarming trend. The increasing popularity of these techniques for female-foeticide is a cause for grave concern. It is a matter of deep regret that
inspite of much "concern" expressed by the government towards "women's
development", very little is being done to stepp the dangerous implications

biopsy, fetoscopy, needling, ultra~sound, sonography and sex-preselectoon

of these new technigies of femicide (sex=detemination and sexpreselection). 3the continued use of these tests for femicide indicate that the very aurvivalof Indian women is at stake, Through this test, a new dimensicn is being
added to the increasing atrocities againsy women infanticide, discriminatiin the family, suicides due to dowry, dowry-murder, widow burning rape etc,
The major centres for tests are in Delhi and Bombay; tech-
niques of amniocentesig are gaining popularity even in other urban and
xural areas of Gujrat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
Punjab and Goa, In view of this, 13 organisations Joint women's Programme,Janwadi Mchila Saniti, National Federation of Indian Women, Saheli, Bandhua
Mazdoor Morcha, Voluntary Health Association of india, Young Women's Christeian Association, Action india, Ankur, Jagori, Shaktishalini, Kali for Komen
and Mahila Dakshita Samiti have come together to form the Forum Aaainst
Sex-Determination and Sex-Preselection. Several ether states such as Gujrat,
Maharashtra, Gea, Panjab, Karnataka and Tanil Nadu already have state-level
Fora, Today, 24.11.88, is being observed as a national protest day all over
these states at the initiatives ef these fora,

The Forum against sex-determination and sex-preselection demands that the
government pass a central legislation which should include the following

1, Widen the scope of the Act to regulate the use of all future tech=.
niques for sex-selection/sex=determinati On.

2. Restrict tests (such as anni ) for detection of
genetic abnormalities only, In the very limited cases where the sex

government medical secter and be banned completely from the private
sector.

1

pointas
é

of the child needs to be determined, this should be restricted toFe

3. Strengthen the implementing mechanism so that the Act does not remain :
merely a paper legislation, women's organisations and other concemed Igroups and individuals should have access to relevant information
to enable them to monitor the implementation of the Act,



4. The legislation should take inte account the fact that women are *

presumrized inte undergoing such tests and therefore they should he
viewed as victims rather than culprits,

Se The cengral legislation should apply all ower India and should
supersede the acts passed by the State Governments in this regards

in support of the demand for a gentral legislation, 5060 signatures have been
collected from people ef different walks of life lawyers, parliame-
mtarians, researchers, scientists, educationists and journalists, The signa~
tures will be presented to the Prime Minister on 10,12,88, The Forum aims to
launch a consistent campaign at national level to build up public pressure
against this heinous practice.

&

Forum Against Sex-Detenination and Sex-Preselectior
24a 11,88,
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