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Since I  wfl.1 now be retirin g from service In a matter o f days, th is  le tte r  is  a foimaL act o f leave-taking from my beloved I.A .R . I» where I  spent the best years o f  my li fe *  My s iste rs  also used to regard i t  as their home and loved it s  greenery and it s  peaceful a 1mo sphere. Although the Minister persuaded me to go the LC.A .IU  in 1965, you have generously allowed me to continue my lin k s  with the in stitu te  and to vork on my roses there. This has been a source o f great solace to me.You have also by many, many acts o f  thoughtfulness and kindness made me feel that I  was s t i l l  part o f th is  great In stitu te . I  have deeply appreciated th is .The iis t itu te  has great achievsnents to i t s  credit and many fin e  people working in i t .  You have expanded it s  a c tiv ity  manifold and taken i t  much further and much higher than then I  l e f t  i t .  I  have enjoyed meeting the scien tists  and other s ta ff members o f  the In stitu te  and m deeply grateful for the friendLy cooperation they have invariabLy extended to me.I  have always regarded i t  as the great good fortune o f 3)dian agriculture that you decided to make it s  improvement your ch ief vocation when you had ac many choices, many o f themTnonetarily more attractive , open to you. I t  is  s t i l l  more fortunate that you oombine extraordinary a b ility  with humility and an urge to ameliorate the lo t  o f  the m illions o f  our countrymai \kio subsist by agriculture.May I  now wish your great In stitu te  yet higher achiev®oats in the service o f  agriculture? May I  also thank you and express appreciation for the dedicated way in which you and your g ifte d  and chaining wife have provided leadership and a sense o f purpose to the Institute?Mahatma Gandhi said, "Even a single lamp dispels the deepest darkness". May you long continue to be such a lanp for the benefit o f  our motherland.
Dr. M. S. Swaminatban, Director, L A .R . I . ,  New D elhi-12.
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