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Introduction

Aim of the project:

To get an experience regarding problems of the village students and the teachers
regarding environmental education; to make teaching of this subject more effective. This
could be a small step towards Gole Sir’s concept of Eco-School

Objectives:
1) To make children aware of their natural surroundings
2) To collect the database of traditional knowledge from students and villagers.
Through this, explain and emphasize the importance of their natural resources
3) Achieve overall development of the child through this subject

About the Project Eco School:

Eco-school is essentially an interdisciplinary system of education. The traditional
division of knowledge into different subjects — each a complete discipline in itself- is not
adhered to. Life on this planet is treated as a whole & efforts are made to understand how
organisms live in their environment, how human beings in different parts of the world

have evolved, adapted themselves to their environment and compelled the environment to
undergo change.

The whole focus is to impart a holistic view to students where his/her self-interest
is subject to restrictions imposed by nature and the society. Liberty for him/her is a
system of restraints. The three cardinal principles on which this system is based are:
o Human beings should respect general and particular restraints
imposed by nature
o Human beings should respect the right to life of all non-human
beings- be it plants or animals.
o The current generation of human beings should safeguard the
interests of future generations.
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About the Project Area:

» Name of the District : Pune
* Name of the Taluka : Mulshi
» Name of the village: Khechre
* Schools with levels:
1. Zilha Parishad School, Khechre (Std. 5 to 7)
2. Appasaheb Dhamale High-School (Std. 9 and 10)

Mulshi Taluka is to the west of Pune. It is famous for the Mulshi dam which has a
hydroelectric power station. As we move from Pune to Mulshi dam, we find a no. of
small roads bifurcating from both the sides, almost reaching the foothills of the
Sahyadris. These roads connect to small villages. Khechre is one such small village. The
main occupation of the people is agriculture.

This village has got one ZilhaParishad School (Std. 1 to 7). This is one of the 10 schools
of the Kondhavale centre. The village also has got one high school, Appasaheb Dhamale
High School, which is run by a private educational trust, “Mulshi Dharan Vibhag
Shikshan Mandal, Male.” Students from surrounding 10 villages come to this school

We had selected three levels:

Level No. of students
Std, 510 / 45
Std 9 58
Std. 10 47
Selection of Project Area — A Rationale View

The identified village is near Pune, thereby increasing the possibility of the area
undergoing a kind of development that is mostly seen in villages close to industrialized,
cosmopolitan urban cities — haphazard, hampering its environment and natural resources
and with a considerable loss to biodiversity. The village has good rainfall (avg. 1000mm)
and is a part of Western Ghats, having possibility of good biodiversity (which needs to be
surveyed). It is therefore important to sensitize the people towards a more holistic
development that is in-line with their landscape and environment, followed by the
villagers.

The village is about 35 kms. from Pune, making it logistically easier to manage.

Problem Statement:

Though Environmental Education has been made compulsory at various levels in schools
and colleges, it has not been effective as it doesn’t cater to its relationship with other
subjects and to peoples’ daily needs. Moreover, fringe villages (villages near cities) are
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losing their relationship with their land. The education system of the cities is thrust upon
the villages making it imperative for people to move into cities or transform the
development of the village on the pattern of the cities.

Core Issues:

e Environmental conditions and problems are area specific (Though they have
national and global scale as well.). But today’s education as well as text books
have generalized this subject to such an extent that students can not relate it with
their local area. For e.g. the students in Khechre village, are very rarely exposed to
industrial and vehicular pollution and are only partially aware of its consequences.
Students can not relate it with their daily life and associate it with any other aspect
of their life other than its immediate direct impact on health. Moreover, pollution
as a topic takes predominance over other major issues that govern their lives. So
there is a need to not only touch upon the mandated curriculum but also include
and stress topics of local relevance in the education.

e The availability and application of local knowledge as well as a holistic approach
to this education on a sustainable basis requires training, networking and capacity
building. There is a significant lack of training for teachers who teach this subject
and is currently taught by any teacher who specializes in History, Geography or
Secience.

With such a background, we at Ecological Society, decided to take an initiative to reach
the villages. Being experienced in Environmental work for past 28 years, we wanted to
share this information to teachers and the students of the villages.
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.Methodology:

As already mentioned, we had selected 2 schools for our work at Khechre. A
Zilha Parishad School and a high school, run by a private trust.

The 4 members of Ecological Society, decided to visit these schools and share our
knowledge with the students. After having a talk with the school teachers, we were
allotted one lecture each at Zilha Parishad School, one lecture for std. 9 and one lecture

for std. 10.

In total, we made around 25 visits to these villages.
We had planned activities according to the level of the students, their locality,

season etc.

Activities conducted throughout the year

Activity Details Message given Level of
success
Poems/songs Rain song Observations of changes that | Good
are observed in environment,
biotic as well as abiotic during
rainy season
A poem on weaver bird, | Unfolding of wonders of Good
with demonstration of nature in the form of intricate
the bird’s nest nesting habits found in birds.
This was followed by
collecting some information of
birds from surrounding areas
Do and Learn | Human Evolution Importance of thumb, straight | Good
posture and brain development
in human evolution
Demonstration | Available water for Distribution of water on Earth | Satisfactory
drinking Surface
Survey Forest food To generate interest and Good
emphasize the importance of
local knowledge
Discussions Festival celebration Same as above Good
Book reading | Book of snakes Importance of snakes and Good
correcting their
misunderstandings about
snakes in general
Discussion, For std. 9 and 10 text Understand the concepts in Good
reading and books ecology for std. 9 and 10
explanation
Reading news | Biodiversity and its As a reference to emphasize Good
paper articles | importance the diversity of different crops
and varieties cultivated in
their farms
Nursery Seeds of native trees Understanding the importance | Satisfactory

.
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development

were distributed among
the students

of native plant diversity

Plantation Plantation of native Understanding of the Satisfactory
plants and managing importance of native
them in the school biodiversity
campus
Reading, Ecology and Environmental Good
discussion and Science in other text books
comprehension
Group Discussion on displaced | The interdisciplinary nature of | Good
discussion people due to subject environment e.g.
developmental activity social, economic, cultura/sl,
like dam political etc.
Case Study Pollution caused by Social and Environmental Good
project (A roadside effects of a commercial
eatery is “Dhaba” , is the | project
only project in their
vicinity)
Survey and Names and locations of | Importance of native species Satisfactory

importance of
native
vegetation

native trees and
associations of
vegetation

over exotic

Paryavaran Mahotsav
In order to increase the involvement of the students, teachers as well as the decision

makers in the villages, we had organized a “Paryavaran Mahotsav” a three hour festival
at the high school.

Method:

The whole activity was divided into 2 parts:

1) Cultural activities related to Environment
2) Presentation of projects by the students of Std. 9
Around one month was spent on the preparation for this festival.

The Programme

Cultural Activities

1) We asked students to take an oath for protection of the biotic as well as the abiotic
environment present around them

2) The Paryavaran Mahotsav was organized on 30" January, i.e. the death

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. On account of this occasion, some thoughts
regarding the village development put forward by Mahatma Gandhi were

discussed.
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3) These villages fall in the Taluka Mulshi. As already mentioned, Mulshi taluka is

famous for the dam that has been constructed. During the British times in 1920s
and 30s, an anti dam movement took place in taluka Mulshi under the leadership
of, Senapati Bapat. This historical and social perspective about a developmental
project like dam was shared with the students.

4) Students presented two group songs, one a science song and the other one
explaining the natural beauty of the villages

5) This was followed by a talk by Prof. Prakash Gole and the feedback of the
students.

Project Presentations

From the topics given below, one will know that the selection of the topics were such that
it provokes the thinking of children towards the natural resources found in their villages
and towards other environmental problems like waste management.

Each group of students was asked to prepare an invitation card for this festival to be
given to the Sarpanch of the villages. We had also organized a competition of Slogans for

the groups

The topics for the projects were:

=
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“ Nirmal Gram Abhiyan”

The genetic and Species diversity found in the farms of their villages

Forest Food which is used in the villages

Waste generated in the farms and their management

The population survey of the village

Waste production through other small scale businesses that are practised in the
villages

Management of these wastes

Please see the power point presentation for more information on Paryavaran Mahotsav
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Feedback of the students
A written feedback was obtained from the students:
Following questions were asked to them:

1) Was this year-round activity proved beneficial to you?
a. Very useful

b. Moderate
c. Little
d. Not at all

2) If yes, how?
a. We have become aware about our surroundings
b. Increase in our confidence
c. We enjoyed
d. Our perspective of looking towards nature has changed
3) Should we conduct similar activities for the next year?
d; Yes
b. No
4) Any suggestions for the better running of the project?
5) How can you as a student contribute for the sustenance of this activity?

Student’s response:

1) Almost all of the students have said that this one year activity was moderate to
very useful for them.

2) This activity has helped the children to change the way they look at nature. At the
same time it has made them more aware of their surroundings and increased their
confidence

3) All the students have said that we should continue this kind of activity for the next
year

4) Suggestions given by them:

a. More out-door activities need to be included

b. More games need to be taken

c. There should be more action than just theoretical study.
d. Increase the frequency of these classes

5) Students have jotted down their ways of contribution towards the sustenance of
this activity:

We will keep the balance of nature

We will manage the waste properly

Construct toilets

We will help in the awareness creation programme of this subject with you

We will help in teaching this subject in other schools (std. 1 to 7)

Would like to participate in the activities of your organization

We will find out the food chains found in our villages

Rme oo o
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Results and Conclusions

At the end, we would like to say that this one year activity was fruitful.
As one can see from the reports, the kind of activities and the projects that

were given to the students helped to successfully satisfy the objectives of this
project.

As we have got some points from students feedback, we can definitely make
certain improvements in our efforts for the next year such as:

1) Proper planning of the activities

2) More action based projects

3) More field activities

4) Need to create a scope for the students to get involved in environmental
problem solving at local level at a slightly larger scale

Future Plan:

For next year we would like to cover the 5™ to 7" std. students of the entire
Kondhawale Centre, which includes 5 schools.

Besides, we are also planning to conduct teacher training programmes for all
the teachers of this centre.

For this, we have already started planning a yearlong progrmme..
This activity will continue irrespective of availability of funds.

11
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