RisHI VALLEY EDUCATION CENTRE

Krishnamurti Foundation India

Department of Bird Studies, Ecology & Natural History

Rishi Valley - 517 352 ¢ Chittoor District ¢ Andhra Pradesh ¢ Tel/Fax : 08971-62037 ¢ Tel : 08571-68622

Dr. Radhika Herzberger S. Rangaswami
Director Head of Dept.
MARCH 31, 1999.
Mr Aasheesh Pittie
Birdwatchers” Society of A F
P B Box: 45
Banjara Hill P O
HYDERABAD — 500 O34

Dear Mr Aasheesh Pittie,

1t was a happy coincidence that even as 1 was thinking of
telephoning you, vyou were a step ahead and called me. Dr
Santharam and I are keen on having you and Mr Siraj A Taher for
participating in the First Field Study Course to be held here
from 7th to 10th April, 1999. Needless to say You both are coming
as special invitees and resource persons. We are inviting you on
behalf of our Director, Dr Radhika Herzberger, the Management and
on our own behalf. We are delighted you and Mr Taher have decided
t be here Tor the meet.

1 have noted that you will be arriving by Venkatadri Express on
&th April {(Tuesday)} around ? A.M. at Madanapalle Road Station.
Qur van (Tempo Traveller-Light brown or Sumo) will be waiting on
the =ide opposite to the station and not in the Station premises.
It will be easy to locate. Besides, the driver will be instructed
toc meet you even as you alight on arrival. You can have your
bath, breakfast etc and then ‘h/free to attend to other matters.
> o

& copy of programme ko tentatively drawn up is attached. After or
before your talk I wpuld like Mr Siraj Taher also to speak to the
audience. I expect é%ﬁgﬁarticipants in all from elsewhere and
five invitees including Mr Preston Ahimaz, State Director WWFI

and Ms Bhanumathi, also of WWFI.

There will be a Special Dinner on 7th April night. Kindly stay as
long as you wish.

Looking forward to meeting you and Mr Taher and
with warm regards to you from Santharam ane me.

Aincerely,




FIELD STUDY COURSE IN ORNITHOLOGY & HABITAT

7TH APRIL — 10TH APRIL 1999

DAlLY PROGRAMME =

.00 AM. Coffee at Dining Hall and
Field Study. Fov wiula,, Cree wn e
SRonue D TALA puszrras -
Free
8.45 Breakfast

QLAO A i0.30 A.M. Taliks and Discussions

1G.30 ¢ 11.00 A M. Tea

11.00 12 .00 NOON Study period in the Library

2.00 tunch

Free

Videos show in fudic Visual Room
Tea break

&6.30 P.M. Field Study

7.30 F.M. Free

Dinner

Slide show in Auditorium

On 7th April at 9.30 A.M. there will be a Welcome Address by
the Director, Dr Radhika Herzberger followed by inaugural
address Mr Zafar Futehally. Mr ARasheesh Fittie will talk on
New NMomenclature System for birds. Details for Bth and 2th
will be announced during ths meet. On 10th April, teams

will visit PTM Tank and Horsely Hills for Field Study.

Lunch will be at Horsley. Party will return to Rishi Valley
hy & pm or earlier.
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RISHI VALLEY EDUCATION CENTRE
FIELD STUDY COURSE IN ORMITHOLOGY & HABITAT CARE
7IH APRIL — 107TH APRIL 1999

DAILY FPROGRAMME:

Small Banvan Tree (near Jr.School}

7IH AFPRIL., 199% Venue:

H5.00 A.HM.

8.00 A.M.

8.45

D)

10.30

11.00

12.00 NOON
Upto

..

8.00 &.M.

10.30 A.M.

11.00 A.H.

12 .00 NOON

3.00 P.M.

4.00 FP.M.

Coffee at Dining Hall and
Field Study {(Birdwatching)

Free
Breakfast

Welcome address by the Director
Dr Radhika Herzberger, Inaugural
address by Mr Zafar Futehally,
President, Ornithology Society of
Iindia, Talk by Mr Aasheesh Pittie
on New Nomenclature System for

birds.

Tea

Bird Identification — Talk by
Dr ¥ Santharam

Lunch

Free

Video show in Afudioc Visual Room

Tea break

5.5 P.M. Field Study
Z230-P.M. Free

Special Dinner

Yiden Film: Portrait of A Bird-—
watcher — Roger Tory Peterson

Note: The programme for 8th and 9th will be the same as above
ey@epht that on 8th WWFI, Chennai will arrange the
prmgrammé for talks, video film and slide presentation.
On 9th April, teams will visit FTM Tank and Horsley
Hills for Field Study. Lunch will be at Horsley. Farty
will return te Rishi Valley by 6 pm or earlier.

On 10th: Birdwatching after coffee. Session with
Mr N S8 Naidu afiter breakfast. Participants are free to

leave after lunch, if they so wish.




BIRDWATCHERS’ SOCIETY OF ANDHRA PRADESH
P.O. Box # 45, Banjara Hills Post Office, Hyderabad 500034. India
E-mail: AASHEESH@HD1.VSNL.NET.IN

Shri S Rangaswami 13.1U 149 ﬁ
Director LBy
Department of Bird Studies ;
Rishi Valley Education Centre
Rishi Valley P.O.

CHITTOOR DISTRICT 517352

Dear Shri Rangaswami,

I have just returned home from one of the most beautiful places that I have had the opportunity to visit. I thank you
for having invited me to Rishi Valley. The visit was a revelation of the work that has been doneiéhe Rishi Valley b /
School and its well wishers and students. Your generous and exemplary hospitality was unbeatable! d' i

I am enclosing a set of notes of the birding done in and around Rishi Valley, for your records.
I take this opportunity to remind you of the following points.

1. Your suggestion to send films to the BSAP for screening to members and return to Rishi Valley. How would you
like to do this? The film on Roger Tory Peterson, could itself be the first one! Needless to say, I will personally
take all responsibility and care of the films till they are here. You may have to suggest the mode of transport and
the vehicle.

You had promised to recommend to Shekhar Dattatri regarding copies of his film for BSAP.

It might be a good idea to include a list of bird-watching societies from various states, as an appendix to the
home study course material, with all available contacts.

I think that the Telugu name for the Jerdon’s Courser, is not correct in the text of the home study course. The
correct name is ‘KALIVI KODI’.

With best wishes and regards,

Yours.truly,

Aasheash Pittie
Honorary Secretary
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RISHI VALLEY EDUCATION CENTRE

Krishnamurti Foundation India

Department of Bird Studies, Ecology & Natural History

Rishi Valley - 517 352 ¢ Chittoor District ¢ Andhra Pradesh ¢ Tel/Fax : 08971-62037 ¢ Tel : 08571-68622

Dr. Radhika Herzberger S. Rangaswami
Director Head of Dept.

APRIL 23, 1999,
Sri ARasheesh Fittie
Hony. Secretary
Birdwatchers' Society of Andhra FPradesh
F & Box # 45
Banjara Hills F O
HYDERASBRAD — 500 O34

Dear S5ri fAasheesh,

I wanted to write you it but you have been ahead of me in doing
s=o. I thank you for all the pleasing things yvou have said in yvour
letter. I was only waiting for the appropriate time for all the
fouwr of us Viz MNS, WWFI, Chennai, HBSAF and the RV Education
Centre— to get together and pursue a new line of activity in
caring for Mature, for birds and their habitats. Since birds are
only a part of the scheme of nature, though a conspicuocus part, I
wanted WWFI alsc to join us. In this particular case, Mr Preston
fhimaz, State Directior has been known to me for over twenty
yvyears. He and Bhanumati had visited Rishi Valley on a number of
occasions earlier and conduc ted workshop on #Wild Life
Conservation. But your agreeing toc participate and being with us
from 6th te 10th was something much longed for. I am glad it
became a reality.

You have done enormous work in making what BSAF is  today, of
course with a few others like Mr Biraj Taher, toc share the
burdons and the perceptive vision so essential Tor making such
ventures fruitful and edifying. I see a wvery bright future for
BSAF with people like you providing the motive power.

I have taken note of the points mentioned by you. I did not think
of sending any Tilms to be sent and returned. I said 1 want to

help in HSAF building up its own audic—visual section. To begin
with, I want to ask Mr Shekasr Dattatri to send you the videps on

Silent Valley and Nagerhole-Tale of an Indian Jungle. I want to
tell him that he should agree atleast to our meeting the postal

and packing charges. I shall send yvou a copy of my letter toc him.

Later on, I intend getting =2 properly edited video "Pontrait of a

Birdwatchers ' — Roger Tory Feterson” during my next wvisit to
lLucknow in October next. My daughter’'s institution there - of
which she is the Principal — has fine facilities. A copy of this
will be sent to you on my return.




Further, our schocl’'s video library has a large collection of
videos on wildlife—I know we have a fine one on condors. I
screened sometime back Attenbough’s production on nature’ methods
of seed propagation. Santharam and I will go through the titles
first, screen and see for ourselves the quality of the video,
so that another set of a copy of sach of these can be prepared.
The cost won't be much. These are the lines along which I intend

to work on.

I rexzlize that the study material has to include many more
important things like the one you have suggested. In fact I have
mentioned briefly about a few of these. I intend making this
comprehensive. Initially, I intend including your talk on the new
trends in avian ta)xonomy as a supplement to the lesson on Bird
Classification. It will be distributed as loose sheets along with
other material and when we print the next edition (revised and
enlarged) it will be included in the book but will remain as a
supplement authored by you like Mr Vijaraghavan's, Santharam’'s
etc. You may please send me an edited version, enlarging its
scope as you deem fit or it can be in its present Torm. I want
yvour contribution to appear in  my study material. Envisioning
such collaboration I have thanked BSAP in advance in the recently
brought out booklet A Compitation’. The supplement will bear

yvour name aftter a brief introduction from us as with the other
supplements. I will be referring to the booklet you have authored
with another, whose name I can't recollect just now-1 have my

copy and get the name.

fbout the name in Telugu of the Courser, it will be corrected in
the Errata I will be issuing shortly. I took it from & Forest
Department Publication. It is a pity 1 did not consult the book I
have viz "MWorld Birds” — HBrian Martin {(Guinnes) which gives the
name corrFectly as you have given — KALIVI KODI. The book says *
Ealivi is the Telugn word for carissa, the common scrub
vegetation along with Zizyphus and Racacia in the area. * Kodi’
means fowl. Kalivi—-Kodi was an apt description for the bird on
account of its habit of hiding among thorny carissa bushss®. Yet
this book is not free from an absurd error. It calls Bharat
Bhusan as "Bharat Cushman® in two places. Naming of tail features
at F. 227 is also incomplete. I hope to bring out a fault-free

edition next time.




The name of the tank near the heronry in Gatta village is NAYAN
CHERUVL. ML of January—February 1999 mentioning it appears at
page 3 in the article by Santharam angd me titled “"Discovery of

Mew Heronries”.

Once again I thank you for giving us the pleasure and benefit of
your company during the inauguration of the first Field Study
Course. It was the fulfilment of a dream for me personally. 1
have no words to thank you in adeguate measure. I hope Mr Siraj
Taher and you will be with us for the second course to be held in
mid—November. You will find the valley at its loveliest, with the
migrants like the Verditer flycatcher and its fellow visitors
enhancing its appeal for lovers of nature, hirds in particular.

With best wishes and warmest regards,

Yours sincerély, .
7 1y o~

{SVRANGASWAMI )
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Rishi Valley Education Centre (KFI) —

Institute of Bird Studies and Natural History

Tenth Anniversary of Rishi Valley Bird Preserve
Commemorative Function, 14-15 July, 2001

Programme

Saturday 14 July

5.45 pm. Main function at the Auditorium

Group Song by Students and Staff.

Welcome Address by Dr. Radhika Herzberger followed by release of
Section Three of the Course Material for the Home Study Course in
Ornithology.

Distribution of the Course Material to students of the Home Study Course.
Address by Mr. B. Vijayaraghavan, IAS (Retd.), Chairman, Chennai Snake
Park Trust.

Report on the Activities and Achievements of the Bird Preserve by

V. Santharam.

This will be followed by the inauguration by Mr. B. Vijayaraghavan of an
exhibition of paintings on plants executed by Mr. O.T. Ravindran.

7.15 pm. Dinner for the Guests and Invitees at Grohe’s Cottage.

8.30 pm. Screening of the Film “Life of Birds” by
David Attenborough at the Auditorium for the entire school.

Sunday 15 July

6.30 am. Bird Watching Session. Assemble at the Dining Hall.




S. RANGASWAMI
M.A., B.Sc., M.Ed.
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""Hoopoe House'’ l;{ishi Valley-517 352. Chittoor Dist. A. P.. Phone : 08571 — 62037, 68622







Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat”, Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-3352269 Res: 040-3350683 Fax: 040-3356064 E-mail: AASHEESH@HD1.VSNL.NET.IN

Ref: Yours 0f 23.1v.99 & 5.v.99 both recd on 10.v.99.
May 31, 1999

Shri S Rangaswami
Department of Bird Studies
Rishi Valley Education Centre
RISHI VALLEY 517352
Chittoor District

Andhra Pradesh

Dear Shri Rangaswami,

I think that the first chapter of Section II of the Home Study Course covers bird taxonomy admirably.
There is nothing in my talk that you yourself haven’t mentioned in that chapter. Hence I feel strongly
that there is no need for including my talk in the study material. If you so desire, please feel free to
pick parts of it and insert in appropriate places in this chapter.

Brian Martin’s book does indeed spell Bharat Bhushan’s name wrongly.
We will carry your birding notes in the July issue of PITTA.

Hope you are keeping good health.

With best wishes and regards

Yours truly,




S. RANGASWAMI
M.A., B.Sc., M.Ed.

A

“"Hoopoe House'' Rishi Valley-517 352. Chittoor Dist. A. P. Phone : 08571 — 62037, 68622
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat”, Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-3352269 Res: 040-3350683 Fax: 040-3356064 E-mail: AASHEESH@HD 1. VSNL.NET IN

Ref: Yours of 16.vi.1999.

Shri S Rangaswami
Department of Bird Studies
Rishi Valley Education Center
RISHI VALLEY 517352

Dear Shri Rangaswami,

Thank you for your above letter and the enclosed photographs. Please feel free to use any portion of
my talk, in any way you like.

What can one say about Dr Kumar Ghorpadé? There are different types of people in the world!
Unpleasantness is best ignored.

I have informed Mr Siraj Taher about your proposal to include his name as a Visiting Faculty for the
proposed Institute. From my side, I have absolutely no objection.

Have recently finished reading a most wonderful book on island biogeography and why species go
extinct. The Song of the Dodo by David Quammen. I think it deserves a place in Rishi Valley library.
It has been published in India and the publisher’s address is given below for your information.

Frank Bros. & Co. (Publishers) Ltd
Frank House

A-84 Sector-11

NOIDA (UP)

With best wishes and regards,

Yourg truly,




Institute of Bird Studies and Natural History

RisHi VALLEY EpucaTioN CENTRE
Krishnamurti Foundation India
Rishi Valley - 517 352, Chittoor District, A.P. Fax/Tel. 08571 - 62037

S. Rangaswami
Director







Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 Road # 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-3352269 Res: 040-3350683 Fax: 040-3356064 E-mail: AASHEESH@HD! . VSNLNET.IN

October 12, 1999

Mr S. Rangaswami

Institute of Bird Studies & Natural History
Rishi Valley Education Centre

RISHI VALLEY 517352

CHITTOOR DISTRICT, A P.

Dear Shri Rangaswami,

Enclosed are some pictures of the meeting at Rishi Valley, for your records. They were
taken by one of the participants from Andhra Pradesh. I am sending a set to Mr
Futehally also.

Best wishes and regards,

Yours truly,

Encl.: 5 postcard sized photographs.

12 October, 1999
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Institute of Bird Studies and Natural History —

RisHi VALLEY EbucaTion CENTRE t9 35
Krishnamurti Foundation india
Rishi Valley 517 352, Chittoor District, A.P. Fax Tel. 08571 62037

S. Rangaswami
Director




