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MY SACRIFICs YOURS

BY Me 1T13KATKARA S.d.

The following is a liturgical play based on the Wass. It is not-meant to be a dramatization of the "ass, The cast consists of a Lea~der, an old man Peter, an Angel, five small bovs, Luigi, Benedict,Joseph, Martin, and Saul. The characters are all types; the Leaderreorecsents a priest; Peter and the Angel represent the Churchtant and Phe Chureh Triumphant respectively. The Pive bo: s stand forfive different categories; Luigi is a rich child, Benedict is poor,Joseph is a stupid child, Martin-ds an untouchable, and Saul awiexed child,
(Note; These names have been chosen after Pive typical saints:St. Aloysius Gonzaga, St. Benedict Joseph Labre, St. JosephCupertino, Blessed ilartin Porres, and St. Paul the Apostle. &play can be staged by an entirely female cast as well, inwhich case suitable girls' names should be chosen, The Leader shouldbe a grown-up boy of a young man.)
Costumes should be simple , but sufficient to show the distinetionof voles in the play, Thus Bendict would be in rags; Josh would havehis clothes dirty with inkstains and the like, andmight carry @tattered dog-eared book, and so on, Luigi should be very richlyat'iped, Joseoh vould preferably be dressed as an old man.

The choir remains invisible Bhroughout the play, and sings from
behind.

PREPARATION

A table to represent an altar at back left of the stage
on a raised platform, covered over with a long piece of cloth, Ivo
candles unlighted on the altar. No missal or crucifix, A few chairs
and kneeling stools here and there on the stage.

Enters ILeader dressed in alb and cincture, Peter follows.
LNADER; Sxwtkixg In the name. of thdFather and the Son and the

I will go in unto t e altar of the God.
(aivanees to the foot of the altar.)

2: (Turning to the altar) Unto God who gives joy
Lua. GR; (Turning to the audience)

Brethren, you are welcome, every one,
For your sacrifice an

To offer our sacrifice to God, to pring Godts blessings to us,
I am every one, the repentant sinner, the soaring saint,
Through centuries I have grown old in God's Church;
T have seen themep orphang'sitears, the youth's high hopes.
T have felt the sinner's qualms, the pure joys.
T apeak for every one, I pray for ewery Ong.
"eave not my children in the cold,

SAL $2; Ghildren, you are welcome every ong,

tiave my children deserted me? Where are they?.
(enters by right) I am a rich erild, I can pay.

Holy. Ghost,

to my youth.

priest of the high
Who stand between heaven and earth,

admit every one, reject no one, f
sour sacrifice and mine,

to LISplace in the wid world is shut
van I come in here?come in he

s holy trouve.
Wes & you Oo. x wait Little
ov are noi the firsk in™
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Tam a noor I cannot pay.
olace in the wide orld ovens to me,

axeent the broad highways and God's nolv house,

Yes, my darling. (He guides the boy to a placé near the
altar. Luigi follows.)I am a stupgd child, tka

The tescher tells me max T am a dunce,
(Holding both the childtshands) What do you want, my dear?

2: You know what rou want, though you cannot speak,
yo. also knows3 He reads the neart.
Come in here. ;

ARUT: Master, # thy slave is an outcast, an untouchable,
I enter not.where the kingly castes dwell.
I am of the fifth easte, close brother to animals$
Great lord, may I siXt at the doorstep Without,
And drink in the peace and joy of your home?

2 Nay , child, I am not lord or mas'oe,
But vour brother, and you are the dearest to my heart.
fe are in Godts house where there is no high and{low.

PuveRs Come in, child; come in among ycur bwothers,
(The two lead him in,).

SAUL: Hallo, what is the fun there?
(Leader ao him and offers his hand.)

SAUL: I dontt want your services, big bully.J come in when I please, and go out when I. please,
(He strides in and goes to the chair of Luigi adr ies to push him

out. To prevent fight Martin offers his chair.)
BXHK MARTIN: Take my chair please; do not fight with him.
SAUL: The chair of a pariah} No,not for me.

This is the best here.
re o' irs aw

Can I come in here ~ into this home of light and jov?

I lixe this place, May IT.....?

sit nokhwx here but come in, (Martin hesitates.)

mine thenBS 7\a!ke

x. far from
sits vith his race turned away from ths altar, Beaedict brin for
himself chai from corner of the stage.)

SR; Lord have mercy on us.
.PETSR: Christ have merey on uSe

Le-d have mere.v on us.
(Choir sings Brom behind the stage: )

CHOTR: Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominjbus bonae
voluntatis (Tune as at High Mass.)

JOSZPH: What is that ? How nice}
ZTER: The angels sing:

"Giory to. God .om the highest and on earth peace to ven of

It is the ange'st message that God is come to dwell among men.

(angel appears on left, close to the altar. All stand except
Saul )

A Gab: boar not, for behold I bring you good tidings of greeat joy,
wnich shall be to all the peoples for tris day is borh to you
a Savio:r, who is Chrg@at the Lord,
(sins) Come, come, come to the manger,
Children come to the childrents King.
Sing, sing, chorus of angels,
Stars of morning oter Bethlehem sing:

geod will."

He lies im mid the beasts of the stall
Who is Maker and Lord of us ali.
The wintry wind blows cold and dreary-

(All except Saul approach the altar and. genuflest.)

+See the.world is weary.
Lord, have pity and mercy on me,

CURTAIN



candles Lit on the altar. on tne e-istle side,
a l,

5US

us pray.t So
eiléres

1 nets (all nenuflect, )
turning) Rise un , childrén,

ine 'ard, ehildren, and to Sod vou wish,
have everything mate I want, Ky varents are rich.

do not know wat to ase Pore

If not for ~ourself, can rou not pray for others?
LUIGI: Yes, for otherg- for this poor child.

-@ hin hanor, dear Jesus
ua @ all noor children hanny.

Ani for ywysel? also I have to pray.
heart is colds; I cannot ova.

Your sake.i cannot prays al} tell me I am so stupid.
boay Jesus, maxo me bemorber my lessons.
Le me not get cross With peorle.
Let me not bully one or jealous.

CoP

and o

Fut if there not sonething whieh vour parents cannot < ve?
*

Dear Jesus, I tank You because amu so
haze m parents and all poor people happy
Soe men are wickod; then good,
Some. uen are onuens make them ind and juste

Bless my peoole who are in the (ari,"ere are millions and of them.
They do not know You; and their do not know them,
pity the Pour light on the'r darzness.
Bring them all to You; with You alone they can find co fort.

Pour balm into the onen wounds of sorro-7.
gpread the oil of gladness on the weary world,
Tmolant justiee and charity among seoples and nations,
Strengthen vith blessings our holy the Pope,

And all those Sat -ovk for Yhy
Raise up saints. aud apostles to lead cur land from dar'tness

He is there sitting acart sullen and gloomy.
The rent in our garment is not mended,
the woud inbur heart is not healed,

of qur chorus lac's harmony »

So long as there ig a single branch cut off
from the true vine.

souls who ure deceived by foe

(ean: ¥ou ,

R: Lord I vray for every onc.

our Lords

tg



be Froud Prom @hains of sin for the praise and

shen $

(,. 2 nears behing Baul, The boy closes his ears witn both
ha de and sbaresm on the ground.)

In the oceur of fragrance the: ascend to God's high hrone,
Heavents devs descond upon the dry soil,

@ boy uncomfortable, lets his hands down, s. ifts in
in his chair, )

fa Brethren, your are sweet.

ANG Lev blossoms of virtue sprout where dhorns abound.

QURTaLN

ER ING

?
Three altar cards on the altar. Candies lighted. Oven missal

on 'he gosnel side, A vessel resembling a chalice in the middle,
and near it a gircular plate to serve aB paten,s

Children, where are vour gifts,
fo of vour love and service, of your dedication?
Bring to God's alter all vou are and have,
"whether rieh or poor, plentiful or scanty, brisg all.
together we shall all offer our gifts to God.

LUIGI: (Steping forward) I do not know what to 've,
My toy Gar, my pieture books, my stamp album?
vYhe gilt frames in mr room or mv vurse?

s

God has no need for your gold.
But that which you love best,Tat of which the giving is a great sacrifice,

LUIGI; I love best? Yes, this prige book,
The only one I ever got for a school prize.

No, I cannot give it.
(af-er a pause ) Yes, J I must give it. I sive i*.

(Places it on the altar aud returas to his mise:
place.)

I can give nothing that will please anybody.
y cony books arc full of mistakes.
he teacher says she hates to look at them.
ne things I say or do are all so stupid;

kien who see or hear me laugh at mG.
All I have to offer are the tears I have shed,
And 'his booy ® which is mine, which I read.

(Places it on the altar.)
And you have made a splendid gift.

Can I too give so
All that m hands have touched are made unclean.

ANG: Poor child} For whom is it unelean?

Not for God "hose child you are, who caresses you in his arms,

(Phaces it on the altar.)

Reapora Tite ESnageNEED SE. SLO g

ANG (Sternly) You eannst?

0

q

ahs

I have nothing to give but these rags I weare

; hat is it,g%od an-el? ~ Yes, you told me,
is the love of my heart « my des're to be all Godts.

©

ee hwo



057 have you all of*oved your gifts?Is the altar filled with the toltens of your love?
Or has one keot back soe hing?
pointéng to Saul) There is that ehild, the sorrow of

my hoar.,still resisting that pleads for his soul?will his ceuso3when will he join the groun of jovful givers?
(fhe other children 'eve towards grul.)

iGis Friend, will you not alsoljoin us in the offering?JO 'Pug Brother, to give to God is the greatest joy of
It is the hour of the asd we wait or you,

: ALL ovr -1Pts are on tie aLcers will 7 ours alone be @lacvi:

(Gos to hit him)
LU GI: (preventing him) Stay your hand; we are brothers here,hexaxis Wo one ig an oute.st in Yodts DUS»

Priend, soften your hard heart
axe your offering along with the rest
Dear hot anytring to God who gave you al .

SAUL; I too sive? 270, I note
But they will think me miserly, ell, I shall.
Aud let mv gift be the richest of all.
ier? it is ~ my purse. Let me see ku who among you
311 mace an offering as r'ch as that?

(Phrows his purse on the alter.)
(dlosing his eres with his hands.)

ch, sad, very sad, It is the richest,
che poorest of all he offerings made

-nrere ig Little love asd much pride in that base hea: of
@ have our gifts uon Bhy altar, © Lord Jesus,
have given our hearts to be united to Trine,

in his hand. @ach child places a smail host on chy same «x Saul
remains a ave)

GR: Offer these, 0 Christ, our High Priest and Victim,

LEBER to the altar and raising the pa'en)
Accent, 05 holy Fatner, almighty and eternal God,
These spotless hests of our offerings,
Mor our innumerable sins, offences and negligence28 y
For all ere presant, for all.living and dead,

ANGsu3 The acceptable sacrifice mf for sins
Is the sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ,
Not bread alone but wine too is needed forthe sacrifice.

(Pours wine into the chalice, and then a few dros of
water.)

Look, children; he pours some water into the wine,

all oP? rou?

Through the hands of Fhy servant ,

pant, hom, that we chy servants in Thy divinity,
As Thy Son became sharer in our humanity.

leaves "is glory
fo be born and to die for mankind.
With graceful beastsHis cradle chooses,

man Tis love ref sss,
Lord have pity and merey on Mee

(Takes the thurible and gives it to the of

(Leerer turns to altar and

ala

QtCeee

hel

of rag name, for te necee A Ki HRGr



ey

"or the salvation pf every one of us,
CURTAIN

IV 3 CRIPISH

Missal, altar cards, chalice and waten, as in III, three ea dleslit on side. Several flower vases, jlo chairs excest that on
which Saul sits, Aneslers »laced ina m= semi~circle rosrd the altar,

hs

(sings + tune as at high Mass.)
SdL6: Sursun orda.
ALL; Habemus ad Yominum.
SCLO: Gratias azamus Domino Deo Nostro.

ve have then to the Lord,
"hen you for HBSS y

You do not make your offerings, each one for hiuself,
Palak: No, we make our offerings all together,It is the whole Chureh that offers xka it through use
ANGSL3 The whole Church, and chiefly its head, Christ.

Youy eifts are a token of -our souls! surrerider 3

sind those hosta and this wine reocresent your surrendered selvos.
But these are not @ifts of sreat value}
These are not the best sacrifices for God .
So changes vour gifts into self.

to the eternel Father for your sa "es.
what a priceless gift to be offered to God?
what a wonderful ing ofpur poor gifts]
The consecratgon at Mass is the greatest of miracles,
Let us give thanks to God our Lord,
It is most fitting

That at all tises we ive
Thanks to the Lord God, Father almighty,

Jesus Christ wno b-came man for US»R: He waxed upon our earth, lived and conversed with men
He ealled to Himself all who labour and are afflicted

And promised to comfort all.
JUSE°Hy He taught the people everything about the Father,

énd the people crowded round Him to listen to Him,
BUIGI; sen left all they had for His saxe,

4nd thought it great honour to be His followers,
MARIN: Ile was especially the friend of little children,

Ee wanted them to come to Him,
jie hends upon their heads and blessed them,

{Saul looxs disturbed, Le rises up, and thap sits ag in,

(Bell thrice.)
CEOIR: (Sings) Sancius, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth.

(ane as at high i.ase,.)

On the day before He died,
Josug took into His hands and blessed
4nd said: tThis is Mxg My Body't,
Lixewise over the wine in the chalice Mo seid;
tThis is ty Blood,!
Bread and wine were then chanced into Bod: and

Blood of Jesuse

these vords over 2 bread und 'ine, be Sat? 5.51.6117610

taves "laces.
cw e of

ved
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infinite value.

LUIGI: Yes, if you give it vith & great love,
(Bell rings once.)

A'GZL; Kne@l down.
(All kneel, exce t katt Saul who quickly moves to a corner of the
stage. )

When you go for Mass, ?
You stust remember all that @hrist did for you
- Especially how He suffered and died.

(angel draws a veil revealing a great crucifix behind the altar.)
ALL; My Lord and my God,

'Saul looks troubled « begins to approach hesitantly towards the

Lord and my God who suffgred the agony of the garden,
Who vert siezed and drasszed fore tribunals,

ALL: e adores Thee, 0 Christ.
Who wert stripned and scourged, and crowned with thorns,

"ho wert mocked and spat upon, and condemned to death,
ALL: we adore Theey © Christ, and praise Thee.

who wert leaded with the cross and led to Calvary,
'ho wert orucified between two thieves and died after three

hours of agon¥,

ho Qidst gloriously ascend to heaven, and sitvest at the right

(All rise. Saul has by this time joined the others near the altar.
He kneels down in the middle, a little pehind the others, and

gays in a voice broxen with sorrows)
SAUL: I adore Thee, 0 Christ, and praise Thee, because by Thy holy

cross Thou hast redeemed the world, &

§ Receive, 0 God, from midst today
The first-fruits of Christts victory. %

Sin is conquered; grace has triumphed.
There shall be rejoicing in heaven due to on# sinner doing

penance.
The broken branch is negral to the vine,

The straying sheep has joined fold again.
The prodigal has returned to his father's house.
0 God, allx thy children, gethered in one,

Father almiggty, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honour and

(sings) Holy God, we peeise Thy name,
ford of all, we ocw pefore Thee.
All on earth Thy sceptre claims
All in heaven above adore Thee.
infinite Thy vast domain,
Everlasting is Thy neme,
(Instead of the above hym, the first verse of the Siadras

hymn "Oh Thou who through creation..." say be sung.)

Sarl (To Luigi) 5 sift too be accented to be offered
to God?

>

3itar, new and then.)

ALL: BY Thy cross Thou Rast redeemed the world.
ho vose again from the dead after three d

hand cf the Father,

ANGE

Shall together raise frayer and oraise to Thea,
Through Christ our Lord, (All kneel.)

LEADER; Throu Him, and with Him and in Him 4s to Thee Yod the

glory, world
L: amen, Bell rings cnce, All rise, as hoir beginsthe hymn. )

CURTAIN.

i a

LIVE THE MASS
SeeSeesBaMade

King Qr the sacreAlvar as in IV, Behind the altar instead of Crucifix a statu
of Christ risen, if available} or else f @hrist



wt

as
their stand on either side of the alter,

Memember what follows the @onsecration in the

AYG i: Communion ig' Christts to yous.m <he offertory you offer gifts and yourselves,In the gonsesration Cheist transforma vour ;ifts,

of the
8

fe offers to the Fathor in your name,
gloug with Him Ee the whole Ghurch,

body of €hvist, every oo of VO.

ahold, the Lamb of vod;
Thou Ist en-er my voof,Sav but the word and mvgaoul shall be healed,

GR: Reethren, shan wo poeacive Sowmmni on,all sit at the same table: we partake of the sane Pood,

among Christians there is no h gh and there is
no and noor,

vhpistts pease mist reign over us,
MMe be continued in your daily life,"he whole of your lives be a thanksgiving,TA work and olav, and in rest,

You must diffuse Chr stis love, ard Christtg peace,
ALD: YOO» we will,

Christ's <ingdom shall trtumoh in Our poverty.erib and cross show us the »Away Proa habits of vice a or hatred of closa,towurds and love, patience and endurance,

tills of misery we shall be
acostles,

SLUIGI (Stepring
In wealth and Christ's love shall shine;in rank and splendour Christ's humility shall
"one shall defraud the of th ir "agzs3"ene sha opyress the poor in their misery,reach us , @ Lord, to give of our best for Thy ocuage,
- for the extension of Thy Kingdom on this earth,Por the of wrong, for the succour of the poor,Por the conquering reign of universal love.
(Stepping forvard)Shristts pover shall strengthen our weaknesssvip stts majesty shall enncble our lowliuess,

"he Light of the Gosnel shall shine sure and
S% fo disnel mists cf darkness and

io teach us the dign sy of our person, the grandeur of our dos.
canes, tiny.'ith ecaduct straigut, with souls unblem'shed,e sing hy praice in the corrupting
forward)

qedts truths shall lead us on to Holy Livins and Las
peace «

~

°2 Aur
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0 at lle has = hidden from the wise and prucen,

And revealed to the lit: le ones,
and industry he our rvle of life;

0 als.And the hope of neaven shall lighten all our
SAUL: Cur hearts are made for thee, 05 God,

And they are restless until they rest in 'hee,
The Mass shall teach us the way to repentance;
Tn God's sanc'uary we shall Pind true peace ~
wheat peace which T have found,

who like me wander far from 'Thee,T shalt show to others
Q my God, have mercy on all tho sinners of tie world}
Couvert themg lead them back from the w.ys of sin.

52 e
» Shildren, you have spoken vell yourmind's resolve.
ea" God grant ou str ASae to carwy our your desires,

B avery Christian is an apos le,
he anos'dlate is the i'ass Lived the cays
It is sem our true thansgiving after Comminion.

(step ing back nearer to the altar)
ALL: be to Uod,

SC.08 i iiissa este
ALL: Deo gratias. (Tune as at high lass.)

Curtain drops. Choir sings;
Rise India, tiv millions lead,

tand follew Christ uhy wings
Prom gomtr ints point to Evérest peak,
Chrissts hymn of trivmpn sim.

(Followed by weesde?tyo oy verses)
YongressAs an alternative might be chosen the auchar istic

hymns
C ou, 'Who through Creation,

That brougat "hee near to man}
But Lord, what exultation
Qur mings todav must fill,
Yor Trarssubstantietion
"ath brought Thee nearer still.

(Foilowed by tie chorus and the@ last verse. )

Go then, the i.ass is over.

Cit:

Bat


