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BY M. THEKAZKARA 8 J &

The following is a liturgical play based on the Hass,
meant.to be a dramat ¢zatioa of the “ggs, The cast consi
der, an old man Peter, an Angel, five small bovs Luig g1,
Joseph, Martin, and Saul, The c%aﬂacfe“s are all t"nes;
represents a Uwi sty Peter and the Angel represent the Church Milie
- tant and fhe Chureh Triumphant respeetively, The five bovs stand for
five different eategories; Luigl is a rich child, Benedict is poor,

Joseph is a stu¥pid child, Martin-As an untouch able, and Saul g

wicked child,

(Notey These names have been chosen after five bypical saints:
Ste Aloysius Gongzaga, St, Benediect Xazgk Joseph Labre, St, Joseph
Cupertino, Blessed Martin Porres, and St, Paul the Abos tle. %

- -CPhe ﬂla can be staged by an entirely female cast as well, in
which case suitable girls' names should be chosen, The Leader should
be a grown-up boy of a young man,)

Costumes should be sgimple , but sufficient to show the di stinction
of roles in the play, Thus Bendiet would be in rags; Toé%h would have

his clothes dirty with inkstains and the like,andmight carry a
Ta°%owed dog-eared book, and so.on , Luigi should be very richly

Joseph would preferably be dressed as an old man,
choir remains invisible Shroughout the play, and sings from

o
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A LONG table to represent an altar at back left of the s%age
on a raised platform, covered. over with a long piece of e¢loth, Two
candles unlighted on the altar,. No missal or erucifix, A few chaire
and kneeling stools here and there on the sthge.

Enters L.eader dressed in alb and cineture, Peter follows.

xwiX¥xg In the name. of thdFather and the Son and the
Holy Ghost,
T will go in unto t e altar of ke God,
Advances to the foot of the altar,)
”3‘ R: (Turning to the mmdiammes¥ altar) Unto Urod who gives joy
to my youth,
: (Turning to the audience)
Brethren, you are welcome, every One,
For your sacrifice andjuine,
Priest of the high God, =2}
Who sza 1d between heaven and arth
To offer our sacrifiece to God, to brlug God's blessings to us,
I am every one, the repentant sinner, the soaring saint,
““roagh centuries I have grown old in God's. Church;
I have seen themmm orphanx!sjtears, the youthtg high hopes.
T have felt the sinner'!'s qualms, the sadnt!s pure joys.
I speak for every one, I pray for every one,
Leave not my ehildren in the cold,
Admit every one, rejeet no one, /
il: Children, you are welcome every ona, ,
?or your sacrifice and mine, o
Have my children deserted me? dhere are thev
\enters by right) I am a rich child, I can. pav.
70 place in the wide world ig shut to me,
an I come in Wore?
,MUAT; \*qx you ean, But wait a little,
‘ou are not the First- in ” God's ‘n’o\y house .

D
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of light and jJjoy?
to a placé near

x

(Holding both the e¢hild'shands) What do you want, my
I 1like .this place, May Iii::s:? ¥ :
You know what you want, though you eannot speak,
: He veads the heart, ¢
ome 1in here¢. :
Master, ¥ thy slave is an outeast; an untouchable,
enter not where the kingly castes dwell,
I am of the fifth caste, close brother to animalsy
Great lord, may I siNt at the doorstep pithout,
And drink 3in the peace and joy of your home}
LZADER: Nay j ehild, I am not lord or master,
. But. your brether, and you are the dearest to my heart,
4 .. Wwe are in Godts house where there is no high ahdﬂow.
. Sit nothme here but come in, (Martin hesitates.)
PET5Rs Come in, childj come in among your Dbeothers,
(The two lead him in,)
S4UL: Hallo, what is the fun there?
(Leader ap rhches him and offers his hand,)
SAUL: I dont't want your services, big bully.
I come in when I please, and go out when I please,
(He strides in and goes to the chair of Luigil andﬁ?i@s to
out. To prevent fight Martin ¢ffers his chair,)
EXNK MARTIN: Take my chair pleasej do not fight with him,
The ehair of a pariah} No,not for me.
i then, This is the best here

e Cosinma. P

= A !

(Saul pushes éhair to a place & far away from ‘he others and
sits with his face turned away from the altar, Benedict brings for
himself a chair from a corner of the stage.)
fxkmizxsingaxfram

ELEADER: Lord have merey on us.

Christ have mercy on 1us.
12+ Lerd have mercy 00 USs.
(Choir sings Brom behind the stage:) :

CHOTIR: Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominjbus bonae

voluhtatis, (Tune as at High Mass,) &

JOSEPH: What is that ? How nicel

PETER: The angels sing: :

: "glory to God on the highest and on earth peace to men of
good will," :
Tt is the angels! message that God is come to dwell among men,
(Angel appears on left, close to the altar. All stand except
Saul)
ZL: Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great Joy,
which shall be to all the peoplej for this day is borh to you
: a Saviour, who is Chr4dt the Lord,
CEOIR: (sings) Come, come, come to the manger,
Children come to the children's King.
Sing, sing, chorus of angels,
Stars of morning oter Bethlehem sing:

a
L

AN

He lies im mid the beasts of the stall
Who is Maker and Lord of us all,
The wintry wind blows cold and dreary=-
gee H@Rweeps, the.world is weary.
Lord, have pity and mercy on me,
(411 except Saul approach the altar and genufleet.)
CURTAIN




o
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: AT b AR ; 1 L ILEYren, exXeepv
ﬁtamm ¢ irele i

pray.! 8 ‘111bj
ue?.(all genuf'le cf
’ children,
your

Come [ ldren, and make to God what p
S %@ve ou Pybmlug mhha I Want. Ky parents are
' not know what ¥
i there not something whieh your parent
God ean gi 4 ‘ '
yourself, cean you not pray fo
> oy othersm - for this poor ehild,
‘@ him happy, dear Jesus,
. all poor children happy
for By el“ also I ha e to pray

I gannot OVU.
dear Jesus, and q11

€4
w
E
g
i
g
Rl

ant 73 a1l tell me I am
) aun@, make me remember my lesson
me not get cross with pao,le.
y any one or feel jealous,
nlra. ma hownesd {lra-khie neer ahild,.
thank ¥You begause
my parents and gall poor people
men are wicked; make th )
nen are cr“el; make them leind and just,
Thank Yon lear Jesus, for letting me in hg
In Your house I feel so at home, :
Bless my pmuvlc who are groping in the @arv
*,nw@ are milllons and millions of them
They do no know You; and thelir ?u1?ovmen do not know them,
:T“y the ‘r sufferings, Pour light on their darimess,
Bring them all to Youj with You alone they ean find comfort,
iR 3 LO?& Jesus, I pray for every one,
Dry the tears of the widow and ‘the orphan,
pour balm into the open wounds of sorrow.
Spread the oil of gladness on the weary world,
Tmplant justice ahd charity amﬂﬂ& "ecpl@s and nations,
Strengtnen Jlth blessings our holy Father the Pope
. Our Lords the Bi
And all those
Raise up saints. and | 0 from darkness
to the saving 11 ;t 0'
‘hilé?@n, have you all of fere our pravers?
ot all, (Pointing to Saul{
sitting apart sullen and Qlo@ﬂgu
p of our joy.is/not full,
t in our garment is not nwd‘ed
hu wound = inpur heart is net healed, _
TheXx hymn of qur chorus lacks harmony ,
S0 long as there ig a single branch gut off xkax
from the true vine,
Children, pray for all the sinners of the Jorld.
{CHOIR; Parce, Domine, parce populo tue,
¥e in deternum irascaris nobis,
LEADER: T2t us prav: Almighty and everlasting God, who
<b(goujd§”nof that any should. perish, look down

3 f ¢h devil, *
souls who are deceived bj fe: degelt ol the d .

LY,

D @
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name .

1 appears behing Paul, The boy eloses

N e

and staresm on the ground,)
,: Brethren, your pravers: are sweet,
In the odeur of fragrance they ascend to Ged's high
Heaven's dews descend upon the dry soil, :
(The boy looks uncomfortable, lets his hands down,
in his chair, ) :
ANGEL: May blossoms of virtue sprout where thorns abound,

ATT I I A TAT
CGURTAIN

49,

OFFERING

Gt el
T

b2

tar cards on the altar, Candles lighted, Open missal
side, A vessel resembling a ehaliee in the middle,

gireular plate to serve al paten,

iR: Children, where are your gifts,
Tokens of your love and servise, of your dedlication?
Bring to God's alter all you are and have,
whether rich or poor, plentiful or scanty, bring all,
Bring with an overflowing love, with an eager heart,
. Together we shall all offer our gifts to God,
LUIGI: (Stepping forward) I do not know what to pive,
my stamp album?
°

! ¢ 29 & Pa v 2 2 i ~ y SRR o . =% 2y NN -2 2
The gilt frames in my room OI wretty leather purase?
g =

G, WGBS ARY g  We OUStREeSw o yelsEInee T T ;
ANGEL {Appears left, elose to the altar,) Not the costliest,

God has no need for your gold.

But that whieh you love best,

7hat of which the giving is a great sacrifice,
'3 What I love best? Yes, this prize book,
The only one I ever got for & school prige,

(Hesitates) No, I cannot give it,
ANGZLs (8ternly)  You cannot?
LUIGI (After a pause ) Yes, I canj I must give it, I will give 1t,
(Places it on the altar and returns to his xixzc
place,) :
JOSEPH: I can give nothing that will please anybody,
My copy books are full of mlstakes,
The teacher says she hates to look at them.
The things I say or do are all so stupid;
Men who see or hear me laugh at me,
All T have to offer are the tears I have shed,
And this book ¥ whieh is mine, whiech I cannot read,
(Places it on the altar,)
ANGELs Ohild , you have spoken well, ]
And you have made a splendid gift,
MARTIN: Can T too give something?
All that myv hands have touched are made unclean,
- ANGEL3 Poor-child‘ For whom is it unelean?
Fopr proud, stupid men who see the outside, ,
Not for God whose ehild you are, who caresses you in His arns,
MARTINg Ah then, I will give this ball,
it is the only plaything I ever had, #
(places it on the altary)
BEnaDI0T: I have nothing to give but these rags 1 wear,
\WG3ZL: You have a gift lovelier far than what the richest can give,
TDICT: What is it,gfod angel? - Yes, you told me, !
T+ is the love of my heart - my desire to be all Godts,
As a_ tolen of it, here is a llttle toy. 94dA3 ]
— 71 4 boy gave it to me onge; and Islove livdparlye
nut Pop my Yod, T wilk Hive/ L6 NEN . aAWaY.,
: (®laces it on the ailtar,)

3 N
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ciiildren, have you all offered your gifts?

the altar filled with the tolkens of your love?

Jr has any one kent back soeethluﬁv

:{ Pointdng to xhm Saul) There is
my hearti,

ting grace that ple ads for his soul?
dhou Wi tubbornness CCasog

. the group of jJjoyful

chat ehild, the sorrow of

1ahe
When wi £ L8 'y'L'V ra?
{The 0“10r ehlld“en move *ﬂJQJAS 3: ul

ICTs Priend, will you not alsoljoin us

Brother, to give to God is the great

It is the ﬁour of the offering, and

s All our rifts are on the altary will v

KEXTrm ;An,.-lv Will you gst ar2y, 2l

And’® this outeast, how dares

or yous
alone be Rlacking?
o112

(ao '8 to & him
v¢ are brothers here,

fﬂrcvyn;in: him) Stay your
AWﬁ"@ iz No one is an outcssﬁ
'3 Friend, soften your hard heart,
your offering along with the rest oﬁus.

not anything to God who gave you all,

too give? WNo, I willm not,
they will think me miserly, Well, T shall,
all,

nud let my gift be- the richest of
Hers it is - my purse, Let me see km who among you
111 make an offering as rich as that?
(Throws his purse on the altar,
(Closing his eves with his hands,)
Oh, -sad, very sad, It is the richest,
Yet the poorest of all the offerings made today,
lhere 1s little love and mueh pride -in that base heap of coins
jie have offe altar, 0 Lord Jesus,

in Godts house,

ot

red ' our gifts upon Bhy
our hearts to be united to Thine,

iile have give
laced dur small hoscs along with Thy big host,
‘F"r“"f_

‘J\, [E g

e have _
‘L'A i Q‘*v‘Q ,) ‘—f .\,,"t‘v oz '\t‘, (“‘" e ‘<("r‘ —
'n-,.cn child places a small host on th¥ same.X

these, 0 Christ, our High Priest and Vietim,
the priest at Thy altar,

e hands of Thy servant »
ths 3115 %

E*-rnal Father, in the name
LEADER:(Turning to the alt&r and raising the paten)
Acco~t, 0 holy Father, alm QJty and eternal God,
These spotlless hosts of our offerings,

For our innumerable sins, offences and nbgllwencu

For all kere presant, for all living and dead,

ANGuug The acceptmble gsacrifice mf for mankindt's sins
Is the sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ,
Not bread alone but wine too is needed forithe sacrifice,

LEADER: (Pours wine into the chalice, and then a few drops of

- water,) :

PETER: Look, childrens he pours some water into the wine,
pray that the truth of whieh this is a symbol be "e&lized in

our lives,

s These drops, 0 @od, -are mixed with the winejp

\8d the wine is to be changed into the Byldod of the Sacrifice,
Thy servants share in Thy divinity,

in our humanity,.

Grant, them, that we

As Th 8on became sharer
(singg .

me , “Bome, cothe to the manger , etGes.
leaves all His glory behind,

bbrn and to die for mindictxgy mankind,

#ith grateful beastsHis eradle chooses,

Thankless man Fis love refuses,

Lord have pity and merecy on me.

34533 {Takes the thurible and gives it to the
hildren puts a spoonful of inecénse into it,.)
Pray, brethren, that our sacriflce rise !
grant ineense,

(ILeeder turns to

17 Mev the' Lord reeceive our
glory of ¥Wis name, for the

the altar and offers
gaerifice I

peage am*zmuhn




salvation pf every one of us,

CURTAIN

altar carda, chalice and ,&gpﬁ’
they side. Sc ‘L’d.l flower vages,

/_‘}
Saul sits, Xneelers placed "in a = sem

R (Sings - tupe as at high Mass,)
BLO; Sursum éoraa.
‘ Habemus ad Dominum,
Gwa*ﬂas agamus Domino Deo Nostro,
xum et jué“ﬂd este
> up youphear:
qave Lifted {JVJ to the Lord,
;hen you come for liass,
You do not make your 0¢ﬂmf”1wa, each one Tor himself,
No, we make our oiTerings all together,
It is the whole “urch that offers Xka it through us,
The whole Chureh, and chiefly its head, Christ,
Youp gifts are & token of your souls! surrenders
And these hosts and this wine represent your surrendered selvag,
But these are not gifts of great
These are not the best sacrifices for God.,
>o Christ chapng
aas Dode and Dlood g qugmunauw r
7 tfyou may offer them with Christ end throunh Ghris\,‘
To the eternal Father for your sakes,
ETER: What a priceless gift to be offered to God?
What a wonderful chqging ofpur poor giftsl]
The congecratdon at Mass 1s the greatest of miracles,
Let us give thanits to God our Lord.
It is most fitting
That at all times we 3ive
Thanks to the Lord God, Father almighty
Through Jesus Christ who bscame man for us,
walued upon our eafth Liv ed ana conversed wil h wen,

“And promlsea to com.ort all.
JOSEPHT He taught the people everything about the Father,
ind the people crowded round Him to listen to Him,
WUIGIs Men left all they had for His sake,
Anc *hoagat it great honour to be His followers,
MARTIN: He was especially the friend of little children,
xe wanted them to come bto Him,
He plased ¥is hends uwpon their heads and blessed then,
(gaul looks disturbed, He rises up, and thep sits down again,
elosinghis mxmx ears,) 2
(Bell rings thrice,) ,
CHOIR: (8ings) Sanctus, Sanctus, Sancius, Pominus Deus Sabaoth.
(Tune as at high Nass.)
listenss slowly rises and comes forward, )
on the day before He died,
Jesus took bread into His nands and blesse d\EV,
And said:;'This is Mxz My Body!,
Llfewwse over the wine in the cnalice He said:
tThis is My Blood,! v
ANGEL: Bread and wine were then c¢hanged into
Blood of Jesus
PETERy Likewlise, when abt Mass, the *;"Jsi as angp
Savs these words over the R bread and wi
takes place.
Thus are our zifts transformed and




infinite value.
ZERRERY SAUL: (To Luigl) Will my gift too be accepbed to be offere
God? :
if ‘you it with ¢ e,

down,
except kmig: Saul who quiekly moves to a corner of the

When you go for Mass,o
Yyou must remember all that @hrist did for you
- Especially how He suffered and died, ;
(Aggel draws' & veil revealing a great ¢rucifix behind the altar.,)
¢ My Lord and my God,
(8aul looks troubled -« begins to approach hesitantly towards the
altar, withdrawing now and then,) ; ;
IADER:My Liord and my Goé who suffgred the agony of the garden,
Who wert sieged and dragged Pefore tribunals, 5
LL: We adore Thee, 0 Christ, "
ZADER: Who wert stripped and scourged, and crowned with thorns,
tho wert mocked and spat upon, and condemned to death,
ALL: We adore Theegy 0 Christ, and praise Thee,.
LRADIR: Who wert leaded with the oross and led to Calvary,
who wert eorucified between two thieves and died after three
hours of agon¥,
ALL3 By Thy cross Thou Hast redeemed the world. S
LIADER: Who rose again from the dead after three dayd, "
/ho didst gloriously ascend to heaven, and sittest at the right
- hand cf the Father,
(A1l rise, Saul has by this time joined the others near the altar.
He kneels down in the middle, a little behind the others, and
says in a voice broXen with sorrows)
SAUL: I -‘adore Thee, 0 Christ, and praise Thee, because by Thy holy
eross Thou hast redeemed the world, ¥
—mhen hast redeemed BY me, Fardon asd.-sav
iR § ive, 0 God, {rom ou midst today
Yy rst-fruits of Christ's vietory, &
Sin is conquered; grace has triumphed,
NGEL: There shall be rejoicing in heaven due to ond sinner doing
penance,
PETER: The broken branch is regrafted to the vine,
The straying sheep has joined the fold again,
The prodigal has returned fo his father's house,
0 God, allx thy children, gethered in one,
Shall togetler raise our prayer and praise to Thee,
Through Christ our ‘Lord. (All kneel,) ' :
LEADER: Through Him, and with Him and in Him 4s to Thee, Yod the
Father almighty, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honour and

ALL

A
L

b

glory, world without ~ends,
ALL: Amen, (Bell rings once, All rise, as choir beginsﬁhe hymn, )
CHOR3 (sings) Holy God, we pmaise Thy name,

fiord of all, we bow before Thee,

A1l on earth Thy sceptre claimj

All in heaven above adore Thee,

infinite Thy vast domaln,

Everlasting is Thy name,

(Instead of the above hymn, the first verse of the Madras

Bueharistie hymn "Oh Thou who through creation..." may be sung.

CURTAIN,.

Al1+tar as in IV, Behind the altar instead_of Cruecifix, a statu
of Ch?is* risen, if availablej or else of @hrist King or ine Sacre
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it world,

h ou shov lsﬁ enter my roof,
3 awgsé“l shall be healed,

recéive Commanion,

tables we partake
our veins;
aﬁOﬁhﬂf, as we are bro
is no high and lowy £

8

it the
L’s ”load uns in

re bro*q@rs of
‘~g Christians the
¥ r¢cn and o

of the ane f@@d.

0o
8t

>
anothers
s nas ce m relgn over us,
as%&*ﬂ!¢d be ‘eontinued in your daily life,
who le of your 1§vua ghould be a i’&ﬂbmli“f o
I work and play, ir idy and in rest,
Lol dis 6. apread n#qﬁuﬁ yOu the iruits of Christts gift-giving,

$
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a =19

You must diffuse Christ's love, and Chri lstts peace,

Will you be uﬁrist's ‘apostles?
"'QS’ we Wj—ll-
(8tep ring forward)
*ist!s Kingdom shall triumph in our ‘poversy
%etﬁzeﬂewim erib and Galvaryie cross shallxaks
vay from 1&53wﬂ of vice ® or hatred of class,
T wﬂrd gacrifice and love, patience and endurance
Tireléss industry, and lawful s%riV¢nv .
“hrigtts love shall transform the «ualnr of our slums;
énﬁepth of misery we shall be VKﬁisfnhGarers, Christlsg
_ apostles,
(8tepping Torward)
In wealth &nd zptangaonw pomp Christts love
In' rank and splendéur Chrigt?s humility shall triumph,
and charity shall Ye twin 1a*ws to our steps,
shall defraud’ the gworlmen of :1r wages;
shall oppress the poor in their misery,
us , 0 Loru, to give of our best for Thy osus
e extension of Thy Kingdom on this aartp,
fi@ﬂt& g of wrong, for the suecour of the poor
> the conau@rvny reign @f universal love,
: (3tepping ,ornayd;
Christis power shall strength
Christts majesty shall ennoble our lowliness,
The 1light of the Gospel shall shine pure and brighteys
To dispel mists of darkness and )fo=udice, :
1o teach us the dkﬁn of our person, the
e uin:‘;a
zt, Wlth souls unblemi
e shall sing Thy p %al 3@ 1n the cof“u}tm;g
{ JOSEPH: (S%Q@M inf“ 01’!“:&""“)
The message of Christ's uoapel sh
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1en our weakness
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rutha that He has g hidden from the wise and prudent
And revealed to the lititle ones,
""*fﬂ. ty and industry shal e onr rle of 1ife
he hope of ;;eave“ hall 11
hearts are "m-" -
they are restless unt they rest in
Mass shall tedch us the :“o ‘*ﬂ-enttance;
Godt!s sanctuary we shall I'] DEECEe =

et peage whiech I have foa..;d,
I shalt show to others who like me wander far f om Thee,
¢ my God, have m.oz;‘(:if on all the sinners of the rld;
Convert themg lead them back from Li..‘f s ways of sin,
13 Children, you have s;-)o'x:en rell y gz:#ﬂ."az;d's resolve,
May God grant you str nghh to caryy our your desires,
very Christ is ¢ postle,
he aposidlate is the Mass 1iv ‘d T rough the dayj
is kkm our true thansgiving after Commnion,
i 6l the altar)

Cuﬂiuui:‘. d"oog. Choir
Fise I"l\
And follow G Gy .:_."L,
From Pom’rlrls ﬂoinf to ¢rest peak,
‘.i f —' l" '\ ‘-1& l.‘.‘JJlT\Lj q.‘ ”f .
("01 owed by two or threex verses)
As an alternative might be chosen the Bucharistic ﬁong‘ress
hymns
Q Thou, Who through Creation,
WW RSILeCh FiRnsnese
S AR 11 Fiha S oy nearnavio
b.Lo..,.g t Thee near to man]
Lord, what exultation
minds today must £ill,
Transsubstantiation
th brought Thee nearer still.
(Followed by the chorus and the last verse,)




