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Forest Dept. opposes
denotification of

Kudremukh forests
By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, MAY 18. The Forest
Department has expressed its
opposition to the
Government's move to
denotify the Kudremukh
national park area in the
Western Ghats. This assumes
significance in view of the
Government coming under
pressure to lease the area for
mining.
The Kudremukh Iron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL)
has been hoping to exploit
the rich mineral reserves in
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu.
The State Government had

sought the opinion of the
department on denotifying
the area, which is spread over
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Chikmagalur and Shimoga
districts. The World Wildlife
Federation has identified the
Western Ghats range that
includes the Kudremukh
national park among the 14
hot spots of the world for its
bio-diversity.
Following strong lobbying

from the mining companies,
the Centre had directed the
State Government to take
steps to de- notify the
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
areas coming under
Kudremukh national park.
The State Government
referred the matter to the
Forest Department.
Expressing its opposition,

in its report, the department
has said: "There are no other
forest areas in Karnataka
more deserving than
Kudremukh to be declared as
a national park."
The Chikmagalur Deputy

Commissioner is reported to
have sent a Rs. 5,000-crore
rehabilitation plan for the
dwellers of national park
area. But the Forest
Department has said that
there was no need to shift the
people living inside the
national park area as their
activities posed no threat to
the flora and fauna.
It is said that the letters

received from the State
Government indicated its
intention to denotify the
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
reserves and also to extend
the lease period to 10 years
for KIOCL.

Meanwhile, the department
has slapped a fine of Rs. 5
lakhs on the KIOCL for
carrying out unspecified work
which posed threat to forests.
The Bio-diversity Initiative

Trust, headed by Prof.
S.A.Hussain, who has written
to Mr. Nagaraj Shetty,
Additional Chief Secretary
and Principal Secretary,
Department of Forests and
Ecology, about the work in
the national park area, has
said that the area was
endowed with rich flora and
fauna, which were not found
in any other place in the
southern peninsula.
Also, it was one of the hot

spots identified under the
Treaty of the Biodiversity
Convention to which India
was a signatory, he said.
The treaty stipulated the

signatory country should take
measures to preserve its
diverse resources. This made
it binding on India's part to
ensure that the area was not
decimated.
The trust has come out

with valuable data about the
rich biodiversity of the area
in its book Biodiversity of the
Western Ghats Complex of
Karnataka - Resource
Potential and Sustainable
Utilisation.
Prof. Hussain told The

Hindu that the trust was
shocked that a letter had
been sent in March from the
Prime Minister's Office to the
State Government advising it
to freeze all procedures of
formalising/legalising the
declaration of Kudremukh
area as a national park and
renewing the existing mining
licence and prepare
de-notification of all the
additional areas as demanded
by KIOCL.
This included Gangrikal

and Nellibeedu areas as well
as the Bhagavati Forest block,
through which the KIOCL ore
pipeline passes through to
reach Mangalore harbour.
The cumulative effect of the

above multi-pronged actions
would see the end of one of
the finest and least explored
biodiversity het spots of the
Western Ghats, Prof. Hussain 4

said
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KIOCL: Devastating consequences for the Western Ghats? \'.e*Moves afoot to ¢/:/..
KARKALA (UDUPI DT), JULY 17 With a one
year temporary licence granted to the Ku
diemukh [ron Ore Company Ltd
(KIOCL) that will expire on July 24, and
the State Government
3,703 55 hectares of the Kudremukh Na
tional Park and clearing the way for a 20
year lease licence to the KIOCL, environ
mentalists, intellectuals and local people
are gearing up for a struggle to stop the
grant of anv fresh lease licence to KIOCL
These sections of people have always

maintained that the KIOCL's miming ac
uvity has had devastating consequences
on the Western Ghats, one of the 18 hot-
spots of bio diversity in the world, in
which the National Park falls The denot
ified area of 3,703 55 hectares of prime
forest land falls within the 600 sq km
(60,032 28 hectares) area of the Kudre
mukh National Park This extent of land
in the Western Ghats was notified as the
Kudremukh National Park in 1987 The
KIOCL was originally granted a mining
lease for 30 years by the State Govern
ment in 1969, which expired on July 24,
1999 It was extended twice for one year
each despite opposition trom people
The national park, which falls the

districts of Udupi, Dakshina Kannada
and Chikamagalur, is a tropical evergreen
forest, which houses the largest wildlife
reserve in the Western Ghats It receives
an annual rainfall of 000mm The shola
forests or the high elevated grasslands in
the park, play a vital role in checking the

The evergreen forest of the Kudremukh National Park in the Western Ghats.
flow of rainfall and preventmg soil ero
sion with the result the percolated rain
water is released into thousands of
streams, which abound i this region,
round the year Three major rivers such
as the Tunga, the Bhadra and the Nethra-
vati have their origins here and provide
hvelihood to the people living down
stream Karnataka and Andhra Pia
desh
The Bhadra reservow provides inga

tion to 1,05570 hectares in Karnataka,
whue 6,63,261 hectares ot land in Karna

taka and Andhra Pradesh are ungated by
the Tungabhadra reservoir

Accordmg to Mr Niren Jain Co ordi
nator of the Kudremukh Wildlife Founda
ton, Karkala, the mining operation of the
KIOCL 1s being conducted in the catch
ment area of the Bhadra Reservoir at a
height of 950 metres above sea level, and
the dam site ts 600 metres above the sea
Jevel resulting 1n the flow of silt from the
mining areas to the Leservolr The silt
from the Bhadra Dam overflows into the
Tungabhadra reservoir contributing to its

sedimentation Farmers in the region
complain that their paddy yield has come
down from 16,000 kg/acre to 400 kg/acre
due to the flow of silt into their fields A
recent report by the Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Indian Institute of Science
(Sc), Bangalore, pomts out that open
cast mining leads to a direct loss of hab
itat for a variety of plants, and the in
direct impact on bio diversity of the
region is grave The Lakya Dam built to
store the waste from the mined concen
trate has submerged nearlv 572 hectares

shola forests) The hes
the diveroty ot shes m the Bnadra, Net
hbeedu and Lakya Holey areas The na
tional park supports the largest number
of Lion tailed Macaques a highly endan
gered primate, endemic to the Western
Ghats It ts also a home to another en
dangered species- the Deccan Masheer
Environmentalists fear that the lease

is renewed for another 20 years, the
KIOCE will be forced to build another
dam at Kachigey Holey to store the iron
tailings A 100 metre high dam at Kachi
gey Holey will submerge another 210
hectares ofwildlife habitat in the national
park and create additional environmen
tal problems
The KIOCL 1s mining low grade iron

ore at Kudremukh and it can shift its op
erations to Sandur in Bellary district,
where high grade iron ore 1s available
They say that a slurry leakage such as the
one which took place near Bajagoli in
Karkala taluk July last year, cannot be

ruled out The KIOCL, which employs
2,300 people, is the largest 100 per cent
export oriented unit in the country Itex
ports blast furnace grade and DR grade
pellets to countries such as Australia, Ja

Iran and China The company earns
exchange worth $ 150 million an

nually An official from the KIOCL says
that the environmental movement
against the company 1s one- sided
The National Environmental Engineer-

ing Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur,
has grnen a report thit is to
the KIOCt The report ndicates there s
no serious impact on environment in the
Kudremukh region due to the pro-envi
ronment measures adopted by the com
pany The KIOCL 1s not contemplating
muning 1n the Nellibeedu and Gangdikal
areas, though a survey was conducted at
Nellibeedu long ago
The KIOCL had sought a 20 vear lease

from the Government The utilisation of
the BMQ technique may help prolong
mining though the tron ore is diminish
ing in Kudremukh The Lakya Dam can
accommodate tron tailings for another 10
years at the present rate of production
The KIOCL has already replaced the 18
km slurry pipeline out of the 67 km long
pipeline connecting the KIOCL to the
Mangalore Port
The 1est of the pipeline will also be re

placed Rock filled dams have been con
structed in two valleys to prevent iron
tailings from yoming the Bhadra river due
to soil erosion

rehabilitate tribals
By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, JULY 17 A committee,
comprising officials of the Reve
nue, Forest and Police depart
ments, has been constituted for
identifying land for rehabilitating
the tribal people living in the Nag
arahole National Park on the Ko
dagu side

The meeting held here on Von
clay was presided over by tne
Deputy Commussioner, Mr
G V Ramachandra It followed the
decision of the State Gov ernment
to rehabilitate the tribal people
out of the forests and make them
join the mainstream, an official
press release stated here on Tues
day
The forest official from Hunsur,

Mr Annayya, who attended the
meeting, said that 943 tribal fam
thes had been hving 1n the Nag
arahole National Park on the
Kodagu side Their population
was 3,720 Some of them had
agreed to the proposal to move
out of the forests, he said
He said that the culture of the

tribal people had to be studied
and steps had to be taken to pro
vide them facilities before they
were shifted from the forests
Such a move would mstll confi

dence them There were a
number' of programmes of the
Union Government and the
World Bank ftom which funds
could be obtained for their reha
bilitation he added
The Deputy Commissioner, Mr

Ramachandra suggested that an
action plan, sumular to that adopt
ed for rehabilitating the

at in
Mvsore District was needed for
their counterparts un Nagarahole
Tt was decided that the plan,
which should be submitted to the
State Government would be pie
pared once the committee ident:
fied land for rehabilitating them

'Wipe out
epidemics'

By Our Correspondent
KOLAR, JULY 17 The Chief Execu
tive Officer ot the zilla panchayat,
Mr G Ramachandra, said here on
Monday said that a reason for the
backwardness of Kolar was that
most contagious diseases, includ
ing malaria, were prevalent in the
district He regretted that people
were not well trained in hygiene



t. dilly-dallying
ease extension worries KIOCL

By Kingshuk NagBANGALORE: A pall of uncertainty hangs over the
public sector Kudremukh Iron Ore Company [imited
(KIOCL). with its mining Icase getting over in July
and the government showing no signs - at least for Union ministry of environment and forest. and ts nowthe time being - of extending it. The problem is that having second thoughts on extension of the licence.the companys mining area at Kudremukh is located Though the state government has not said no. evenon the western ghuts- on the periphery of a national verbally. it has not indicated that the licence will beenvironmental park and barely 64 km (as the crow extended. said a source. Right now. the official stanceflies) from the Arabian Sea.
The Union ministry for environment and forest is agi-tated that open cast mining in the area is damaging the
flora and fauna.
Morcover. the afforestation programme taken up by

the company is not up to the mark, the ministrv feels,
While the project has destroyed rosewood and sandal-
woud trees. the afforestation programme consists of
plantation of acacia. Though the company has planted75 lakh acacia plants. they are not a substitute for the
trees destroyed. For instance. the acacias do not have
the capability of withstanding winds of up to 120 km
per hour seen in this areca. Moreover. it is felt the rain-
fall in Kudremukh is being affected."
Kudremukh, which is in the Chikmagalur district of

Karnataka, receives an annual rainfall of 1000 cm. The

company claims that it has not replunted rosewood
trees because they take 40 years ta grow to full size.
But the Karnataka government. which has to give the
licence extension, seems to be more influenced by the

of the state government is that the matter 1s under
examination. Meanwhile. a public interest litigationhas been tiled in the Karnataka high court by local
environmental groups. This will also determine the
fate of the company
What is worrying the company management Is the

fact that its order book is full and ts expected to see it
through for [4-15 months. Besides. an order from
Japan for iron orc. to be executed over a year, is
expected to be confirmed early March. Tf the mines
have to be closed. then we will be in soup," a companysource admitted. The 30-year mining licence was
granted in 1969.The company, which to start with had
a buy-back arrangement with Tran, began actual oper-ations in 1976, But it is only from 1982 onwards that
operations were in full swing.
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SPECIALpanel of the Supreme
Court yesterday gave protection
© an NGO which has been al-

legedly targetted by forest officials for ex-
posing a series ofviolations ofapex court
orders in Karanataka's KudremukhNa-
tional Park.

The NGO, Kudremukh Wildlife
Foundation (KWF), had been asked to
explain its source of funding and its
premises were raided by forest officials
last week. In its complaint to the SC's
Central Empowered Committee, which
is supervising all forest cases, the KWF
had alleged that its offices were raided
because it highlighted a series of "viola-
tions" by forest officials. These ranged
from illegal removal ofdead and fallen
bamboo to major violations like failure
to notify a portion of the national park,
despite anSC order.

The SC panel has now decided to set
up an independent inquiry and ordered
that summons against the KWF, issued

OERET

exposed a series ofviolations ofSC orders in Kudremukh National Park

SC protects NGO from foresters
by the ForestDepartment,will be stayed drawn.
till the probe report is filed.

Incidentally, a probe had already
been ordered by the ChiefMinister of
Karnataka.

"We have been wilfully targeted,"
said noted conservation biologist and
KWF advisorUllasKaranth.He stressed
that the "fight" was not against the For-
est Department but two senior officials
-Deputy Conservator ofForests Anita
Arckal and Conservator of Forests K.S.
Sugura.

TheNGO had questioned their deci-
sion to carve a new road through the na-
tional park's evergreen forests. And had
also sought information on their overall
managementplan for the park under the
Karnataka Right to Information Act
2000.

Denied the information, a complaint
was sent to the Principal Secretary, De-
partment of Personnel and Administra-
tive Reforms, who, in turn, recom-
mended disciplinary action on the
Conservator of Forests and his Deputy.
This was when the battlelines were

A list of 78 questions was sent to the
NGO, ranging from their source of fand-
ing, registration details to permission re-
quired toworkwithin the forest. Charges
were later slapped under the Wildlife
ProtectionAct and the Karnataka Forest
Rules for trespassing in the park in 2001.
The DCF then issued summons to the
NGO onApril 19.

Three days later, theDCF raided the
premises of Niren Jain, another KWF

SONU JAIN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 29 \U

member, and seized computers, diaries
and documents. Jain alleges that there
were no independent witnesses during
the search.

Both Arekal and Sugura were pre-
sent at the two-hour hearing today. Their
counsel questionedwhether the commit-
tee had powers to entertain the NGO's
application. Asked for his. rection,
Arekal said: "I havenothing to say at this
point of time."

Besides Karanth, also present at the
hearing were Praveen Bhargava of
Wildlife First and KWF'sNiren Jain and
SanjayGubbi.



BAU, U.

Desamn president, Mr. N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, has called upon
the cadre to take up literacy pro-
motion, population control,
health for all, environment pro-
tection and water conservation as
'social responsibility'.
These and electricity pilferage

control are the listed high-points
of the Mahila Janmabhoomi be-
ginning on August 1 and also of
the broad-based meeting of the
Telugu Desam chaired by Mr.
Naidu at NTR Bhavan here on
Thursday. With the 13th phase of
the interactive programme devot-
ed to the women, Mr. Chandraba-
bu Naidu utilised the occasion to
hail the path- breaking initiatives
of DWCRA women, specially in
the areas ofmicro-credit and en-
trepreneurship.

agencies in terms of reach and
performed much better. These
groups registered over 95 per cent
recovery of loans while bad debts
continued to hamper the working
of cooperative banks. The pres-
ence of women's banks helped
minimise the unhealthy influence
of the village money-lender. The
DWCRA groups had also helped
29,000 illiterate women to learn
basics in just three months.
About 1,000 types of low-cost

tools and machines would be ob-
tained from Taiwan to help
DWCRA women better their skills
and crafts. Government would al-
so give Rs. 33 crores matching
grant ta enable DWCRA groups
expand their network.
Mr. Naidu said 4 lakh gas con-

nections would be given under
Deepam scheme, bringing the to-

connections outside the Deepam
fold. Now on, all houses for the
poor would have smokeless chul-
las and individual latrines.
He called upon partymen to

utilise Janmabhoomi platform to
promote better literacy, better
health and better environment.
He noted that 75 per cent of kids
in the 5-15 age group still re-
mained outside the school-fold.
The janmabhoomi should help
spread the message - 'school is
where the children belong'. We
have done fairly well in popula-
tion control, butmuch remains to
be done to fight AIDS, gastro-en-
teritis and other diseases', he said.
Thanks to water conservation

initiatives, the State recorded 128
lakh tonne food production this
year, despite drought in 800 man-
dals. The food output targeted for

meet Ut O

He also claimed that the forest
cover had improved significantly,
recording an additional 925

S

sq-km.
Mr. Chandrababu Naidu ap-

prised the meeting about the
stand on autonomy to the States,
removal of curbs on exports of
rice and paddy, the 'prompt and
efficient' work of the police inves-
tigating the serial blasts etc.

He announced that 5 lakh
houses would be taken up this
year under the weaker sections
housing programme with 500
units reserved for MLAs and dis-
trict planning boards each.

Members of the politburo, State
committee, Ministers, MPs,
MLAs, elected leaders and corpo-
ration chairpersons attended the
meet.

\ Greens unhappy with renewal of KIOCL mining lease

district have termed the decision of the Union
Ministry of Environment and Forests to ex-
tend the lease granted to the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Limited (KIOCL) for one more
year as totally lacking in vision on the part of
the Government on the issues pertaining to
environment.
However they heaved a sigh of relief as the

order issued by the ministry restricts KIOCL's
area of operation.
The order comes less than a week after one

of the worst instances of pollution caused by
the leakage in the slurry-pipe of the KIOCL
passing through the dense forests of the West-
ern Ghats.
Environmentalists and heads of various

maths in the district had urged the Prime Min-
ister not to renew the lease to the KIOCL and
instead shift the mining operation to other ar-

eas. Sri Vishvesha Thirtha Swamiji of Paryaya
Pejavar Math of Udupi and Sri Bharathi Thir-
tha Swamiji of Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham
were prominent among them. Both had ap-
pealed to the Prime Minister against permit-
ting mining in Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
areas. Sri Vishvesha Thirtha Swamiji in an in-
terview with The Hindu wanted the interests
of 2,500 workers of the KOCL to be protected
by rehabilitating them in other mining sites.

With the KIOCL ready for disinvestment, a
majority of the workers have been considering
opting for the Voluntary Retirement Scheme.
According to the disinvestment pattern being
worked out, the Government will hold 51 per
cent stake, which will keep the interests of the
country intact in steel exports, that is if the
KIOCL can persuade the Government to allow
it to operate in the newly annexed areas, in-
cluding Nellibeedu and Gangrikal, over the
next 20 years.

The company is also attracted to the Eastern
markets such as China and Korea, which are
the main exporters of steel. Both countries |

consider KIOCL as a more economical source
to import iron ore.

By
JULY 27. Environmentalists of the

Our Staf Correspondent
NGALORE

The environmentalists never accepted the
KIOCL. The company had its share of envi-
ronmental conflicts. It however boasts of its
own plans for replenishing the lost vegetation
in the mining areas. It has been systematically
planting trees in the mining areas and has
planted over 75 million saplings since the pro-
ject began, according to a report of the com-
pany.

The KIOCL has also been presented with the
prestigious Abheraj Baldote environment
award by the Federation of Indian Mineral In-
dustries for its outstanding contribution to the
national goal of sustainable development
through environmental conservation and ra-
tional utilisation of natural resources,

Bid to shield culpritsof Attappady sex case alleged
By Our Staff Reporter were not in employment during ers'

the time of the incident.
and exploitation of tribal been forth coming. The survey,

PALAKKAD, JULY 27. A tribal social
organisation in Attappady, NA-
MU has alleged that some politic-
ians and officials are trying to
suppress the sexual exploitation
of girls at the Agali Government
Tribal Girls Hostel, in a bid to
shield the culprits.

Addressing a press conference
here today, the NAMU president,

They said no action had been
taken against those ITDP officials
who failed to forward the com-
plaint of a hostel inmate who be-
came pregnant. The ITDP officials
forwarded the complaint only af-
ter the police arrested one of the
accused youth. They along with
some local politicians were trying
to hush up the matter by offering

school girls in the hostels, they
say, was brought to the notice of
the Assembly Committee on SC/
ST Development as back as 1988.
The then Collector of Palakkad,
Mr. P. R. Soman, had inquired in-
to the matter but no action had
been initiated yet. When Mr. Ma-
rapandiyan was the Collector dur-
ing 1996-98 action was taken
against a hostel warden for ex-

they said, found out 13 unwed
mothers in a tribal hamlet adja-
cent to the ITDP office in Agali.
Meanwhile, the State organis-

ing secretary of the People's
Union of Civil Liberties, Mr. Vi-
layodi Venugopal, in a letter to
the chairman of the State Human
Rights Commission demanded
action against the human rights
violation of the hapless tribal



Will this wilderness survive?

8

an important pilgrimage centre and a trekker's delight. Bhalraveswara Shikhara (in picture) is the tallest peak in the Yana region and has a
Bhairaveswara shrine where an annual fair is held on Mahashivarathri. The area is rich in limestone, manganese and iron. Some industrialists

have shown Interest In exploiting the minerals, which could spell doom for Yana - Photo and text: K.Murali Kumar.

A South-based IT company with global links
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, JULY 27. "'We are a South-based IT
company with global associations which are
getting constantly strengthened," Mr. Mazhar
Pasha, President and Managing Director of.
Netripples.com has said.
During a visit to Bangalore in connection

with the forthcoming public issue of the Hyd-
erabad-based company, Mr. Pasha told THE
HINDU that the strategic alliances overseas
were important for the company's rapid
growth. The focus of Nettipples.com was on
software development in e-commerce, busi-
ness-to-business (B2B) solutions, portal de-
velopment, advanced training, web
localisation and Internet-enabled Web appli-
cations development.
One of the overseas alliances was with

Browne Global Solutions, a $ 403 million UAS
company, to develop mutli-language products
and services for global commerce. The New
York Stock Exchange listed company had over
93 offices and development centres in 20
countries. Another partnership was with Panel
Kerr Forester (PKF) of Singapore, an interna-
tional firm ofCertified Public Accountants and
management consultants. It had 370 offices

and associates in 100 countries now. Netrip-
ples.com would join hands with the company
in Singapore to provide web-enabled services
as a collaborative effort for the oi1 and ship-
ping industries in Asia.

". Another alliance was with Maya Consultan-
cy to launch Java simulator products and ser-
vices in India and share its development
resources and HRD consultancy services of-
fered to clients in the U.S. Netripples.com had
also entered into an alliance with Quebec
Marketing Inc., the Canadian firm engaged in
developing a B2B portal for smal] and medium
enterprises in the Quebec region.

Among Netripples.com offerings in the near
future would be the Certified Web Master
course in India in association with Prosoft
Training of the U.S., a $ 60 million U.S. com-
pany, which offered a globally accredited cer-
tification course. The training would be
centered around vendor-independent web
development. A model training centre would
soon be set up at Hyderabad with franchisee
centres later across the country.
Another promising business area was Euro

Solutions. A large number of Indian compa-
nies were already providing solutions for Euro lead managers to the issue.

currency conversion. With overseas trade
growing, this was considered an excellent op-
portunity for Indian software
exports. The Indian software companies
would be able to penetrate the high-end and

. middle-level European market with cost and
time saving tools to help computer systems
comply with the new currrency regulations.
In human resources development and on-

site consultancy, the company's programmes
covered threshold technology subjects such as
Internet programming, multimedia and
graphics, stand- alone application develop-
ment, system-level coding and ERP compat-
ible packages.With the alliance partners in
place, the company would concentrate on on-
site consultancy in core competency areas of
Internet skills such as Java, Coldfusion and
Chillsoft and multimedia and animal require-
ments.
Netripples was coming out with its public

issue on August 7 , of 30 lakh equity shares
totalling Rs 3 crore for cash at par value of Rs
10 per share. The shares would be listed at the
Bangalore, Hyderabad and Ahemdabad stock
exchanges. Karvy Investor Services would be



By Our Special Correspondent

SHIMOGA, AUG. 20. The indefinite dharna
launched by the Tungabhadra Ulisi Horata
Okkoota at the Gopi Circle here on August
9 concluded on Monday because of lack of
response from the elected representatives
(MPs, MLAs and MLCs) of the Tungabha-
dra Basin.
The okkoota therefore decided to ast

the peoples Te pr Shimoga
and Chikinagalur disiricts to specily within
15 days whether they were in favour of the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCT) continuing to mine in the Western
Ghats or if they were opposed it. The ok-
koota decided to stage a dharna in front of
the houses of the people's representatives
in Shimoga and Chikmagalur districts if
they did not give their support to the move-
ment against mining.
Addressing a press conference here on

Monday, the President of the okkoota, Mr.
Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, said it appeared that
the people's representatives were in favour
of mining activities as their indifference to
the dharna seemed to indicate. However,
the '"'message"' of the dharna in which rep-
resentatives of over 50 organisations had
participated had reached the Government.
The reknowned Kannada writer and win-

ner of the Jnanapith Award, Dr. U.R.Anan-
thamurthy, who participated in the last day

Dr. U.R.Ananthamurthy (centre) and others staging a dharna in Shimoga on
Monday as a protest against mining by Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited.

of the dharna, said "his opposition to
mining stemmed from an inner urge."
Regretting that all the modes of produc-

tion had become exploitative, he empha-
sised that machines should not be allowed
to dominate over human beings. He called

for a revolution that ensured a drastic
change in the relationship between pro-
duction and human efforts.

Explaining the circumstances that had
forced him to associate with the anti-
mining campaign, Dr. Ananthamurthy said

«ol Anti-mining dharna fizzles out in Shimoga
he participated in it not as an environmen-
talist but as a follower of Lohia's ideology
(the socialist ideology ofby Dr. Ram Mano-
har Lohia). He said mining should be stop-
ped immediately if the people in the region
were to live happily He hoped the Govern-
ment understood the sentiments of the
people.

+ a +

Dr Ananthamurthy sad that the Te ader
of the Opposition in the fegistitise ¢ Coun-
au, Mi. N ESruuvasa, had informed him
that he would participate in the anti-
mining movement. The Minister forWom-
en and Children, Ms. Motamma, and the
Chairman of the Legislative Council, Mr.
BI Shankar had expressed their support
to the campaign.

Be * 4

RES ¥ ae

Another writer, Dr. Murari Ballal, who al
so participated in the dharna, said it was
not correct on the part of the management
of the KIOCL to say that the closure of
mining would render 2,500 workers jobless
as the mining lease given to KIOCL was
only for 30 years.
The members of the Pragatipara Vidyar-

thi Kendra (PVK) participated in the dhar-
na.

Later, Dr. Ananthmurthy, Dr. Ballal, Mr.
Hegde, and others formed a human chain
at the Gopi Circle for some time as part of
their protest.
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By M.Raghuram
MANGALORE, SEPT. 16. Following
the Centre's approval to renew
the 20-year-lease to KIOCL on
Thursday, things arc hotting up in
Dakshina Kannada as environ
mentalists are re grouping for a
final showdown with the State
Government on the issue of al
lowing coming Kudremukh

Propped up by the leadership
of Jnanapith award winner, Dr
U R Ananthamurthy, more lead
ers are jouung the movement
against mining Prof Nanjundas
wamy, President of the Karntaka
Rayya Raitha Sangh (KRRS), Prof
B.M.Kumaraswamy, economist,
Mi Shankar Khanderi former
Judge of the High Court, Mr
Lakshmish Tholpady, Vice Presi
dent of Bharatiya kisan Sangh,
Mr Ranjan Rao Yerdoor, Conve

nor of the Environmental Support
Group, Mr. Kalkuli Vittal Hegde,
Convenor of the Save Thungab-
hadra Okkuta, and Dr. Murari
Ballal, economist, will take part in
the rally against the renewal of
mining lease to the KIOCL on
Tuesday in Mangalore, and on
September 23 in Udupi
The anti mining struggle has

taken new turn with the leaders
focusmg on agriculture along the
banks of the Bhadra and the vio
lations of various laws relating to
environment and forests The Na
ganka Seva Trust of Guruvainak
ere, which has picked up the trait
of anti mining struggle has
brought out a research publica-
tion, Escalating Ecocide in the Ku

Park, which
cites valious laws allegedly violat
ed by the KIOCL
The publication states that The

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,
The Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, The Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986, The Water (Pre-
vention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1978, and the Karnataka Im
gation Act, 1964 have been vio
lated by the KIOCE according to
the publication

The anti nunmg movement 1s

also gaining momentum in the
district towards piotection of
farmers interests The environ
mentalists argue that because of
heavy siltation in the Bhadra bed,
the river might change its course
thereby affecting over 25 lakh
farmers who depended on its wa
ters for irrigating their fields.
Questions are raised about the
position of the Lakya Dam, which
was constructed to trap the iron
ore tailings from entering the riv
er this fact was brought to the

notice of the Government by the
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Kudremukh Wildlife Division,
Karkala, in his letter No. C3 CR\30
on June 30, 2000. He said: "The
Lakya Dam was filled to the brim
m 1984, but the company went
ahead illegally to ratse the height
of the dam in violation of the For
est (Conservation) Act This led to
submergence of 340 hectares of
pristine Shola forests area outside
the area leased to the company

"'

The official alleged that further
mining would necessiiate temov
al of the umpounded tailings or
further inciease in the height of
the dam or construction of anoth
er dam and further submergence
of the forest area outside the
mining site In 1997 the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests in
his letter No A5 (B3/GIL CR 231/
92 93 dated August 17, 1997 to the

Principal Secretary to the State
Government had recommended
prosecution of KIOCL for increas-
ing the height of the Lakya Dam
without the Centre's permission.
He said this amounted to viola
tion of the Section 2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act and attracted
heavy penalty
But with the Centre clearing 20

years lease in favour of the com
pany, the State Government
would have to put its step down
and clear all pending inquires
against the KIOCL He sard the re
newal of the lease by the Centre
was a ploy to sell the company to
a disinvestment bidder (prefer
ably to a foreign company) and
recovei the cost of the existing in
ventory and rehabilitation of
workers at the cost of environ
ment
The Dakshina Kannada Parisa

IOCL lease: Environmentalists set for showdown with Govt.
rasaktara Okkuta, which leads the
agitation, has questioned the val-
idity of the KIOCL's claim to ex-
tend the Jease term when it knew
that the mining operations would
be closed at the end of the origt-
nal lease
The Okkuta President, Mr.

Shampa Darthota, says the com-
pany should have taken enough
measures to rehabilitate 1ts work-
ers in some other mining site or
lucratively employed them in oth
er concerns
Mr PR Yashochandra, Presi

dent of the State Pa: tsaiaskta
Krishikara Vedike, says the com-
pany spoke of neaily 2 500 work-
ers losing their jobs, but along the
banks of the Bhadra about 25
lakh farmers were facing uncer-
tain future because of changes in
the course of the Liver or prema
ture drying up of the nver



visit to KNP draws flak
By Our Staff Correspondent .

TUMKUR, JAN. 26. Environmentalists have
taken strong exception to the ''organised
visit of eight members of Parliament from
Karnataka to the controversial iron ore
mining area in Kudremukh National Park
(KNP) on January 7."

Niren Jain of Kudremukh Wildlife
Foundation, Karkala, D.V.Girish of Nature
Conservation Guild, Chikmagalur, and
Sanjay Gubbi of Green Watchers, Tumkur,
told presspersons here on Friday that the
MPs' visit amounted to interference in the
judicial process.
They said their interim application

(670/2001) on the issue was before the
Supreme Court and the Chief Minister,
S.M.Krishna, had taken a "balanced

decision" to close mining activity in the
park area in five years following which the
Government had filed an affidavit in the
court to that effect.
They alleged that the MPs' visit was a

covert plan by the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) to influence the
judicial process.

Mr. Jain said the MPs should have
concern for the lakhs of farmers who were
dependent on the Bhadra. The 30-year
mining by KIOCL had polluted the river
water and the surroundings.

Mr. Jain said the heavy siltation was due
to the opencast mining by KIOCL on the
steep hills, which were also the catchment
areas of the river where 700 mm. rainfall
was recorded annually.
Mr. Girish said the KIOCL refused to alter

its plans in tune with the changing polities
of the State and the Centre on environment
during the past decade.
The company knew that iron ore in

Kudremukh was a finite resource and could
get exhausted, but it did not uy to develop
alternative sources.

Alleging that the KIOCL was trying tojuse
its 1,950 employees as "human bombs'f to
force the State Government to change As
stand, Mr. Gubbi said the ore contengin'
Kudremukh was hardly 30 per cent, hile it
was more than 60 per cent in Ong
{Andhra Pradesh) and Sandur (Bel
District). #

Mr. Gubbi said the KOCL coulg 0

voluntary retirement scheme (VRP
employees as it had a reserve fy of
350 crore



MANGALORE, APRIL 12. The major
political parties cannot ignore
the issues concerning tribal set-
tlements in the Western Ghats
in three Assembly constituen-
cies in Dakshina Kannada in the
run-up to the elections. The
Bharatiya Janata Party, the Con-
gress and the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) will have to address the
issues related to tribal people in
the Sullia, the Puttur and the
Belthangady constituencies and
parts of Bantwal.
The police reports about the

activities of Naxalites and the
Forest Department's reported
plan to evict tribal people from
the Kudremukh National Park
have raised concern in these
settlements The inbal people
say the political parties have not
safeguarded their interests.
The national park has seen

many agitations led by non-
governmental organisations. Al-
though the State Budget for

Political partiesSs «cant sidestep tribal issues ay
2002-03 proposed the revival of
village forest committees in the
region, neither the Government
nor the Forest Department has
taken steps in this regard. The
tribal people living in the park
feel that the committees will
give them security in earning a
livelihood, particularly by col-
lecting and selling primary for-
est produce.

None of the 74 committees
formed in 1994 in the district is
functioning. The environmen-
talists are bent on reviving them
with or without the help of the
Government. The tribal leaders
feel that this is the opportune
time to raise their problems
with the political parties as the
elections are drawing near.
The Nagarika Seva Trust, a

non governmental organisa
tion, says policymakers and im-
plementers, and the laws
governing forest management
and conservation have not con-
sidered community efforts to-
wards forest management in

the past two centuries. The laws
adopted by the country after In-
dependence reflect the colonial
attitude of distrust of the mass-
es. There has been alienation of
local people from their rights
and responsibilities to the re-
serve forests.

According to the irust, the
British takeover of forests in the
19th Century restricted the ex-
tent of land accessible to people
and left them with no right to
manage the forests. While the
then Government depleted the
rich forests to meet industrial
demands, the people ended up
degrading, or encroaching up-
on, public lands.
According to studies con

ducted by the Federation ofVol-
untary Organisations for Rural
Development, Karnataka, there
has been a shift from "top-
down" policies in recent years,
and efforts have been made. to

devolve powers to the local peo-
ple. But the devolution has not
been as desired.
The National Forest Policy,

1988 recognised that meeting
environmental concerns and
rural people's needs are the
most important objectives of
forest management. The policy
emphasised the importance of
people's participation in forest
conservation, protection and
management. The Centre di-
rected the State governments in
July 1990 to enable people's
participation in forest regener-
ation. In Karnataka, the initia-
tion of joint forest planning and
management in 1993 coincided
with the initiation of the West-
ern Ghats Forestry and Environ-
ment Project with British
funding A group of activists and
scholars was responsible for en-
suring that the concept of peo-
ple's participation was
incorporated into the project
The Forest Department has

come in for criticism in the 10

years of implementation of joint
forest planning and manage-
ment. It has not brought down
forest degradation or deforesta-
tion or benefited the local com-
munities significantly.
The environmentalists say

the lack of clear and adequate
rights over forest produce and
lack of sufficient autonomy in
day-to-day management and
transparent guidelines for eco-
logical sustainability were the
drawbacks of the programme.
The political parties will have to
address these issues.

Raghuram
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By Pramod Mellegatti
SHIMOGA JULY 24. "The Chief Minister, Mr.
S.M.Krishna, has Jost an opportunity to
protect the environment.
This is how the noted Kannada writer

and Jnanpith award winner, Dr. U.R.A-
nanthamurthy, has reacted to the report-
ed extension of the mining activities of
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Lim-
ited (KIOCL) in the Western Ghat region
for the next three months from Wednes-
day.

Mr Aninthamurthy who his heen
spearheading the antu- muming Campaign,
was talking to The Hindu when he came
here to participate in the "bandh" pro-
gramme, scheduled for Tuesday, orga-
nised by the "Tunga Bhadra Moola Ulisi
Horata Okkoota"'.
He said by extending the lease for

mining Mr. Krishna had abdicated demo-
cratic responsibility. He recalled how the
then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi,
showed a rare courage in opposing the
proposed dam construction in the Silent
Valley despite the fact that there was a
pressure for it from her party members.
Dr. Ananthamurthy said he was per-

sonally disappointed that the Chief Min-

ecision on KIOCL a big let-down: Ananthamurthy
ister did not rise to the occasion by
putting an end to the mining activities
expected that Mr. Krishna, being a sensi-
tive person, would have grasped the seri-
ousness of the situation and acted
accordingly," he said.
Asked what was Mr. Krishna's reaction

when he met him in Bangalore to per-
suade him not to renew the mining li-
cence, Mr. Ananthamurthy said he had
gathered the impression that Mr. Krishna
was almost convinced that it was danger-
ous to continue mining activities. "Now
Houppeas that with goot peoph good
things may not nappen always, he said.
Dr. Ananthamurthy said it was a fool-

ish thing to say that the mining activities
would be continucd for three months.
"Whatever studies conducted on the via-
bility of the mining activities have sup-
ported our stand," he added.
He, however, said: "We need not de-

spair as we have not lost hopes. As the
extension of the lease period is only for
three months, we can convince the Chief
Minister."
He claimed that the anti-mining agita-

tion had achieved success as the exten-
sion of the lease for mining was only for
three months.

"We should never allow it to happen,"
was his reply when asked as to what
would be the next course of action if the
Government chose to extend the lease
period further.
Asked how he proposed to sustain the

movement after the "bandh" was over,
Dr Ananthamurthy sud it could be
achieved by strengthening the people's
movement to keep the issue alive.
He said he had a feeling that the move-

ment could really be stronger if the
householders and housewives actively
involved in it. "Besides, the movement
should ensure the participation of chil-
dren as it is going to be their problem,"
he said.
"lam worried about the animals in the

forest whose existence is threatened on
account of the destruction of forest," he
said adding that the Jains perhaps might
have to do something in the matter as for
them even the 'sankalpa himse"' (think
ing of cruelty) was strictly forbidden.
India, which had a profound philo-

sophical base, should be able to over-
come the problem arising out of the
export of iron ore to Japan from Kudre-
mukh, which had deeper undercurrents.
Dr. Ananthamurthy said he was sur-

prised by the voluntary participation of
auto-drivers in the "bandh" sacrificing
their day's earnings in the larger interest
of society. He said it was erroneous to
classify the interests as being local or ofa
town or of a nation. He observed that the

nation could not hold together if its in-
terests were separated from those of a
town.
Referring to the efforts being made by

some quarters that the closure of the
mining would affect the interests of the
industrial workers, he said it was wrong
on the part of the Government to adopt
such a "divide and rule" policy.
To a question whether Mr. Krishna

took the decision to extend the lease peri-
od under pressure, Dr. Ananthamurthy
said if he had yielded to people's pressure
it would have been understandable.
He said he did not approve of the State

Government taking any decision just to
please the Centre and added that in a
federal structure the decisions of the
State and the Union governments need
not be the same.
Ridiculing the complaint that the clo-

sure of the mining operations would
throw the workers out of employment, he
pointed out that most workers in the
KIOCL were on the verge of retirement as
they were working with it since its in-
ception. "In fact, a fresh labour problem
will be created by extending the lease as
the company will have to absorb new
workers," he said.
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'Scientific parameters should guide decision on KIOCL'
BANGALORE, JULY 24 The decision
on the future of the Kudremukh
Tron O1e Company Ltd (KIOCL),
should be based on scientific and
technological parameters, not on
moral grounds or aesthetic feel
mgs, the Minister of State for In
form ifion Prof BK
Chandiasekhai, suid heie toda
He was presiding over the In

ternational Interdisciplinary Con-
ference on Society, Politics, the
Economy and the Environment,
organised by the University of
Agricultural Sciences (UAS) and
Texas A&M University, US
Prof Chandrasekhar said the

ongoing contioversy over the fate
of KIOCI whose ore 1s much
sought alter in Japan, was 're
maikable in that the debate was
centred around aesthetic
with very few technical experts of
foruug thew valuable Know bun on
conserving natural resources

The minister said the perceived
threat to the agriculture sector
from World trade Organisation
conditionalities was being "over
simplified", and popular debate
was still being conducted on
laigely unfamiliar ground "The
real problem that we are yet to
discuss WTO alongside the fea
tures of our domestic policy, he
said, adding that agro economists
agreed that debate on the weak
points in domestic policies con
tinued to be discussed in closed
fora
Referring to the scope of the

conference which began today

The Agriculture Minister, Mr. T.B Jayachandra (left), and the Minister of State for Information,
Prof B.K Chandrashekar (second from left), sharing a lighter moment with Dr Mitchell F Rice,
Director, Race and Ethnic Studies Institute, Texas A&M University, and Dr A.M. Krishnappa,

Vice-Chancellor, UAS Bangalore (right), at the inauguration of the International Interdisctplinary
Conference on Society, Politics, the Economy and the Environment in Bangalore on Tuesday.

Prof Chandrasekhar said it
seemed to cover every subject of
vital umportance to developing
and poor countries which were
aplenty in Asia

'Jingoism patochialism of the
kind just witnessed in the most
hyperbolic proportions before the

Photo K Gopinathan
Agra Summut a fortmght back
are an indication that the political
psyche of these nations is yet to
evolve he said

Many societies in Asia and oth
er regions fa'led to monitor the
political dynamics in thei sys
tems and, hence were unable to

reciify or replace failed mecha
nisms with efficacious ones

In spite of the fact that India
has a fiercely independent Elec
tion Commission, for instance, al
though the country has Jargely
free and fdir elections each time 1t

goes to polls, it has been difficult

to usher in path brealang reforms
such as public funding (of elec
tions)," he said
The Congiess Party, to which he
belongs, had recently become the
first pohucal party to talk about a
pubhc fund of Rs 50 crores for
elections, he said, and felt 1t was
time all political parities made
M cat stance on the as ue c ear

Meanwhile, Karnataka had be
come the first State to bring in
legislation one relating to tians
parency and the other on the pro
cedure to submit tender, for
procurement of goods and servic
ws Al departmental decisions
could now be accessed by the
public for a fee, and even Cabinet
decisions would come with an ex
planation justityng them
Under the new procedure for

tom f ter det far works
ahd o€fvic&s, tor which the innit
had bear to RS Tikhs
irom Re 2 lakhs, any decision
could hencetorth be questioned
ina court of law
The team fiom Texas A&M 1s

led by Dr Mitchell Rice The two
day conference will discuss eso
teric subjects even while trying to
accomplish shoit term goals such
as biinging together scholars
fiom both sides for inter disci
plinary research and professorial
associations
The project is an of

the India Initiative on Education
and Research set up by Dr Arek
ere M Dhananjaya, an alumnus
of the UAS, who 19 currently domg
research at the Race and Ethnic
Studies Institute, Texas A&M
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KNP to be featured in 'National Geographic'
'By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, AUG 2 ihe Kudre
mukh National Park (KNP) will
soon feature between the covers
of the prestigious National Geo
graphic Magazine, which will
publish a series on the 18 bio di
versity hotspots in the world in
2002
Kudremukh nestles the

southern vales of the Western
Ghats, the shver of hills that
stretch from Gujarat to Kerala,
whose Lropical wet evergreen for
ests and rich fauna have made
them one of the 18 hotspots
"Kudremukh proved to be the a

good spot from where the impact
of development on bio diversity
could be assessed the wildlife
biologist Dr KQ Ullas Karanth,
who provided mputs to the team
from National Geographic and
who was being interviewed for the
article, told The Iindu
Within the Western Ghats, Ku

dremukh 1s the largest chunk of
protected rainforests, also home
to the endangered lion tailed
macaque, apart from the Malabar
civet and the king cobra It 1s also
a well known habitat for tigers
The KN also offers prospects for
long term conservation initiatives
for a sizeable chunk' of biod!
versity Being a major watershed
area with its network of sholas, tts
hydrological function of sustain
ing agriculture and related activ
ity is invaluable, according to Dr
Karanth
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Remnants of the Shola forests after mining in the Kudremukh National Park.

The feature, in the National Ge
ographic will vicw the Western
Ghats from sevetal vantage points
to ascertain the impact of devel
opment and resources exploita
tion on the bio diversity and
will therefore, look at the how the
mining activity of the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Limited

(KIOCL) has umpacted on the bio
diversity Nagataholes problem
of : esettling the tribal people, and
Bhadra, where human settle
ments within the national park
present another facet of the nega
tive impact on bio diversity will
also figure in the article lor
Dr Karanth the Kudremukh story

comes a full circle trom the time
in early 1980s when he undertook
the fist ever scientilic survey of
what 1s today the national park In
1975, he found the Malabar civet,
which was thought to have van
ished from the 1egion A few years
later primatologists came to the
conclusion that the lion tailed

macaque was confined to Kerala
and the scattered hilly areas of
Tamil Nadu

Dr Karanth undertook a status
survey of the species (he estumat
ed at least 3,000 monkeys in 200
groups) for the Karnataka Gov
ernment, and his report to the
Forest Depaitment became the
basis for a management plan for
the concentration of the macaque
and its habitats

His study had taken note of the
impact of a slew of hydro eleciric
proyects in the Karnataka region
of the Western Ghats like the
Sharavati, Chakra Savehaklu Va
ralu, and Yelamir ghat projects a
Ittle further away

It also mentions the Hassan
Mangalore railway, and road for
mations tn the reserved forests of
Tungabhadra, South Bhadra, Na
ravi and Kadamkal

found himself sitting on the Kar
nataka State Wildlife Advisory
Board, alongside Mr M Y Ghor
pade who was then a legislator
He shared his report on the status
of the hon tailed macaque with
the members of the board, and
with an enthusiastic Mr Ghor
pade giving all encouragement,
the Wildlife Advisory Board rec
ommended to the Centre that the
Kudremukh region, home to the
endangered lion tailed macaque
be designated a national park
The KNP was so notified in 1987
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tonnes of iron ore deposits Thi Kudie
mukh Iron Ore Company Ltd (KIOCL) 1s

the biggest mming complex in India and
produces six million tonnes of iron ore
concentrate and three million tonnes of
high grade pellets from low grade mag
netic ore pes Phe non ore concen
trate is highly icgardcd fui its low
alumina, sulphur, and phosphorus con-
tent and high fuel efficiency in
due to its exothermic propertes Lhe
mined ore 1s transported in slurry form
through a pipeline to the company's pel-
letisation plant in Mangalore
The KIOCL s iron ore concentrate and

iron oxide pellets conform to internation
al standards and the KIOCU ts a 100 per
cent export onented unit It exports tts
produce to seven counties The compa
ny, as part of its downstream activities.
started the manuleciuic of 1,54,000
tonnes of high gradi pug von por annum
mw Mangalore, using quality pellets from
KIOCL's pelletisation plant which was
dedicated to the nation recently A por-
tion of the pig tron produced 1s utilised
for manufacturing 50,000 tonnes of duc-
tile xron spun pipes (DISPs) annually The
company has a proposal to set up a coke
oven plant at Karwar to utilise the coke
produced for captrve consumption
The KIOCL authorities say that there

has been a spurt in demand for won ore
pellets with rapid expansion of the tron
and steel industry m countries around
the world To meet this demand the com-
pany plans to install a shaft pelletising
furnace to produce 0 5 milhon tonnes pet
year, the first of 1ts kind m Asia, in Man-
galore
The KIOCL authorities told The Hindu
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The Lakhya Dam containing tailings generated by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited. - Photo TL Prabhakar

that the company had taken up a massive
afforestation programme to restore the
mmed mountainscape to its orginal
splendour Iwo rock filled dams were
built to prevent the mine wash trom pol
lutmg the Bhadra

The 100 m high Lakhya Dam was built
to contain the tailings generated from the
plant The company has sponsored the
development of the Kudremukh National
Park through the Forest Department It

launched the Sanjeevini Vana to grow
valuable medicinal and herbal plants mn

cludmg endangeied species
The KIOCL authorities say that the iron

ore deposits at Kudremukh are expected
to last for another 10 years The company
has applied for the mining lease for the
nearby Nehbeedu deposits As a measure
of a reclamation the company plans to
recover iron ore {rom the tailings depos
ited m the Lakhya Dam as this would be

a more economical and environment
friendly alternative to increase the pro
duction of iron ore concentrate

When the KIOCLmanagement became
aware that environmental activists were
opposing the mining activities of the
KIOCL im the Kudremukh National Park
(under the National Park Laws) :t said
that a public interest htigation was pend
ing before the apex court, and the out
come of the PIL was awaited The

caused to the environment as the compa
ny had taken steps to check pollution
The company had provided crores of ru-
pees for the development of the Kudre-
mukh National Park and "there 1s no
ibieai io ihe environment' They said
that activists were wel-
come to visit Kudremukh and to vcufy
the measures taken to check the pollu
tion m the Bhadra, and the afforestation
measures taken

a Se

There are conflicting reports on the
"mining life' left for the KIOCI At one
stage, it was stated that the mining activ
ity would lost for five years, and this was
extended to Oye as and then to 20 ye ats

The KIOCL 1s a profit making mining
unit and Government of India enterprise,
the Union Environment Ministry 1s now
1n favour of grving only a five year exten
sion to mining while the Union Govern-
ment has decided to grant a 20 year
extension of lease The Union Minister of
State for Steel, Mr BK Tripathi, has re
quested the State Government to do so

The fate of the KIOCL now hangs in the
balance While the Union Government
says that the KIOCL has an excellent track
record of performance and profit mak
ing without causing any harm to envi
ronment, environmental activists and
noted writers have urged the ChiefMmis
ter M1 SM Krishna, not to give hcence of
muning to the KIOCL as it would affect the
environment in the Western Ghats The
KIOCL authorities say that mining activ
ity 1s confined to 500 hectares only, and
Rs 3,500 crore 1s needed to set up a
mimng complex afresh elsewhere, if
muning 1s closed down at Kudremukh



Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS),
a leading wildlife
preservation

organisation and its
conservation partners
have come up with a
successful initiative in

the Kuduremukh
National Park to solve
the problem of forest
encroachments
SANJAY GUBBI
describes the
programme

the problem of forest encroachments
Despite the severe degradation of
forests in our state, the State
Government has asked the Centre to
regularise 98,000 hectares of forest
land

Neither the State nor the others who
are demanding regumarisation of
encroachments are willing to cate
Porise the various groups of encroach
ers or the area of encroachment Their
demand for regularisation should have 9

hased on, social, economic and ¢

écological benthmarks where thez
underprivileged and the poor would be

Above Bhagwath: enclosure before rehabilitation, Top Bhagwathi afterIt may be noted here that habitat
fragmentation hay been identified by
scientists as the single largest threat to
wildlife in India This 1s a major prob
lem for habitat specialist wildlife
species like tiger, elephant lion tailed
macaque, great hornbill and so on,
which require vast stretches of undis
turbed forests for their survival in
terms of their dietary needs and home
ranges

These habitat specialists are not
just charismatic animals but also flag
ship species whose conservation
ensures the survival of a string of
other important and lesser flora,
fauna, microhabitats and organisms

One of the most common causes of
habitat fragmentation and bisection
are the human settlements and agri
culture mm protected areas which bring
in several proximate threats like
human induced fire, cattle grazing,
commercial exploitation of minor for
est produce (MFP), wildlife poaching
and so on which are all detrimental to
wildlife

Initiative
In order to protect wildlife habitat

and to set a new course in resolving
this encroachment controversy
Wildlife Conserv ation Society (WCS),
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rehabilitation with grasslands and sholas in the background

a leading wildlife preservation organi
sation and its conservation partners
have come up with an mitiative in
Kudremukh National Park Probably
for the first time the country a prac
tical solution has been evolved to
resolve this problem in a just and
humane manner and thereby help con
solidate critical wildlife habitat

The Kudremukh National Park
spread over 563 sq kms 1s the largest
protected area comprising tropical
evergreen forests with high elevation
grasslands It forms part of the
Western Ghats that are identified as
one of the 25 bio diversity hot spots of
the world

This area 1s also designated as a
ority tiger conservation block and
forms a part of the priority 1 Tiger
Conservation Unit (TCU 55) giving the
area high significance for the preser
vation of the tiger

The bio diversity in Kudremukh
icludes several endangered and glob
ally significant wildisfe species like the
tiger, lion tailed macaque, Malabar
civet, Great pied hornbill, King Cobra,
flying lizard, and possibly the Nigiri
marten, several of which are endemic

Mh 04. 2830 $
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to the area
The landscape of the area 1s so stun

ning that the area 1s worth protecting
just for 1ts natural beauty let alone for
its wildlife It 1s also amajor watershed
for three major rivers Bhadra, Tunga
and Nethravath1

Wildlife habitats, like Kudremukh,
are fragmented by both legal private
landholders and illegal occupants of
forest lands

These habitats need to be consol1
dated through incentive drtven, land
based, transparent voluntary rehabil1
tation projects Due to shortage of
funds, long term litigation prone gov
ernment legal procedures, progress by
the Government im consolidating such
Jand enclaves have not been substan
tial or quick This problem has to be
solved through humane, socially just,
voluntary fast track resettlement proj
ects

Example
A modest example of such a trans

parent and voluntary resettlement
project 1s that of Bhagwath, a critical
land parcel in the heart of the
Kudremukh National Park which was
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encro
years This area needed to be consoli
dated into the protected area due to its
ecologically critical location

The idea of relocating this area was
first mnitiated in 1998 by Ullas Karanth
Director, WCS India Programme when
during one of his visits to this area he
held discussions with the eight fami
hes from Bhagwathi

The families explamed their diffi
culties but were ready and willing to
move out of the national park if a suit
able compensation package was
offered

These eight families Bhagwathi
prior to voluntary resettlement prac
ticed dairy farming and together

They survived on supplying their
produce to the nearby Kuduremukh
mining township and would have been
left with no means of livelihood once
the mining township closed u
December 2005 Besides they had no
land to cultivate mn the forests

Compensation package

On their explicit willingness to ~

move out of the national park, WCS
financially supported them with dona
tions from Vikram Nagaraj, member of
Wildlife First a leading conservation
organisation of Karnataka who moti
vated his employers Microsoft
Corporation, USA to chip in a match
ing grant to support this novel project
A compensation package of nearly Rs
14 lakh was put together foi their hous
es and a rehabilitation grant to buy
new agricultural land outside the
national park

The significant contribution of
some people who played a crucial cat,
alytic role im this endeavor needs to!
mentioned WCS conservation party,
Niren Jain of Kudremukh Wild
Foundation motivated and helper
families find suitable alter
cultural land outside t,

park
K N Murthy, Deputy ¢

orests of the Karkala Wildlife
Division, who took keen interest in
this project, helped them by way of
transportation and support for settle
ment in their new area All the families
shifted out of Kudremukh National
Park on March 4, 2003 and received the
rehabilitation cheques fromWCS India
Program Director K Ullas Karanth and
President of Wildlife First K M
Chinnappa in the presence of forest
department representatives and con
servation partners of WCS

This project has set a new desirable
trend in mitigating human wildlife
conflict through private public part
nership with international donor sup
port and can be used as a model to
solve encroachment problems other
protected areas

Now the surrendered land is once
again in the custody of the forest
department The day 1s not far when
wildlife will return to this area and
there will be less chances of them con
tracting foot and mouth or anthrax dis
eases which 1s passed on by domestic
cattle

Kudremukh Wildhfe Foundation
has also proposed to the Karnataka
Forest Department to secure Tolali
another key land parcel just below the
foothills of the Kudremukh peak This
enclave which 1s popularly known as
Lobo's house by most trekkers housed
four families until 1t was bought by a
businessman from Mumbai to build a
resort
All the families from here moved

out to Samse as 1t was too arduous to
live in this hilly terrain without any
basic facilities This project has
already been approved by the
Government and the land transfer
should take place soon

Mr S kK Chakiaborthi Chief
Wildlife Warden of the forest depart

initiative that will be cOmpletely fund
ed by the Government This move will
consolidate around 150 sq kms of
prime wildlife habitat without any
human habitation
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areas were saved Wegally grazed the national park st in this novel

Beneficial

After the Bhagawathi initiative 21

families have formally apphed to the
forest department requesting a similat

ettlement package
d there are bigger groups who

are to move out from the national
park @ attractive resettlement pack
age §

a suitable humane
reset@ement package 1s offered people
would
natio!
tok
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extension of mining
lease to

KIOCL opposed ina
By Our Correspondentt

TUMKUR, JUNE 17. Green Watchers,
an international organisation en-
gaged in preservation of forests,
wildlife and environment, has al-
leged that the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) in Delhi has pres-
sured the officials concerned to
renew the mining lease for the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Limited (KIOCL) to extract iron
ore from the Western Ghats, par-
ticularly in the national park

here on Friday, Mr. Sanjay Gubbi,
spokesperson of the organisation,

year on a temporary basis. The

was reliably learnt that the PMO
was exerting pressure on officials
to do so.
He said the organisation had

written to the Prime Minister, Mr.
AB.Vajpayee, and urged him to
dissuade his office from doing so
as the grant of lease and its re-
newal was opposed by environ- .

mental organisations. The KIOCL

there In a press statement issued

till +

said the KIOCL held the lease
July 25, 1999. It was extended bya

KIOCL was trying to get it renew
d for a period of five years, and it

was harping on the issue of egrn-
ing foreign exchange for,

country and this was only a
a



/ Centre's move on KIOCL
lease angers NGOs

By Our Staff Correspondent
TUMKUR, JULY 23. Several environ-
mental groups in Tumkur District
have decried the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) and the Union Steel
Minister, Mr. B-K-Tripathy, for
"pressuring the State Govern-
ment to renew the mining lease
for Kudremukh Iron Ore Compa-
ny Limited (KIOCL) in the Kudre-
mukh National Park area."
The suggestion of the PMO and

the Steel Ministry to the State
Government to denotify the areas
held by KIOCL has evoked strongreaction from the environmental-
ists here, particularly Nisarga,Wildlife Aware Nature Club and
Greenwatchers.
Mr. N.K.Singh, Principal Secre-

tary to the Prime Minister, wrote
to the Chief Secretary of Karnata-
ka on March 31 advising him to

renew the mining lease of the
KIOCL for 20 years. Mr. Tripathyis reported to have discussed the
issue with the Chief Minister, Mr.
S.M.Krishna, recently to expeditethe matter as the lease expires on
Monday.
The problem was compounded.because of the scant regardshown to these groups by the

KIOCL, during their visit to the
Nuralu Hills in Karkala taluk
where the iron ore slurry was
leaking. Notwithstanding these
protests, the KIOCL appears con-fident of getting the lease renew-
ed.
The environmental groupshave suggested that the KIOCL

should shift its operations from
Kudremukh to Sandur. It is said threadbare, they have put prthat the iron ore at Sandur had 60
per cent iron content while it was by the advice of the Forest38 per cent in Kudremukh.

The groups received a shot in
the arm when the swamijis of
Sringeri Math and Sri PejawarMath appealed to the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B.Vajpayee, urginghim not to renew the lease of the
KIOCL.
Mr. D.R.Prasannakumar of Ni-

sarga said the Government noti-
fied the area around Kudremukh
as a National Park. The PMO's
contention was that the final noti-
fication was yet to be issued. This
had helped the KIOCL escapefrom action under the Wildlife
Protection Act.
Although the environmentalists

have expressed hope about theChief Minister, Mr. S.M.Krishna,
deciding to study the issue

sure on the Chief Minister to

partment.
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y Leak in KIOCL pipeline worsens
dlahcBy M. Raghuram

MANGALORE, JULY 19. The iron ore slurry, leaking fromthe KIOCL pipeline passing through the dense for-ests of the Western Ghats, reported yesterday, hasworsened and is flowing into the Yennehole riverwhich passes through 23 villages.
In ove of the worst ecological disasters, the ironore slurry has turned the otherwise crystal-clear riverinto a deep brownish-grey.
The leak, reported on Tuesday, continued unabat-ed throughout the night as engineers from theKIOCL failed to contain the leak. When this corre-

spondent reached the leakage point, the slurry was
gushing out from a 2-ft wide hole in the pipeline.The local people, who were alarmed at the change

of the colour of the river, came to know of the leak-
age and prevented the water from entering their
fields. But the greater danger is the threat to wildlifeand domestic animals all along the river's course.The river runs thorough the Kudremukh NationalPark and, according to Government stipulations, de-struction of the ecology and water sources inside the
national park is punishable by law.
Considering that the Worldwide Fund for Naturehas recognised the Western Ghats as one of 18 ec-

ological hot spots for protection of bio-diversity, this
ecological disaster has been viewed by the experts asa grave danger to wildlife and agriculture.
The KIOCL which has been trying to get its mininglease extended by the State Government, appears tohave bungled badly in this case.
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Vimochana Ranga
to stage wy"

demonstration
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, JULY 23. The Karnataka
Vimochana Ranga will hold a
demonstration in Bangalore on
Monday when the mining licence
of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany Ltd. (KIOCL), expires.
The State Vice-President of the

Karnataka Vimochana Ranga, Mr.
§.Sundara, in a press release here
said that volunteers from various /

progressive organisations from
Shimoga, Davanagere, Hospet,
Chikmagalur and Raichur would
participate in the demonstration.
The Government would be urged
not to renew the licence of the
KIOCL, he said.
Mr. Sundara said it was ironical

that the Union Government had
chosen the KIOCL for the "Na-
tional Environment Award' de-
spite the fact that the Department
of Forest had served a notice and
levied a fine of Rs. 5 lakhs to it for
damaging the forest area.
He said the Ranga had been

protesting against the mining ac-
tivities in Nellibeedu and Ga a
dikallu.



Centre'urged not to renew KIOCL's
licence for mining in Western Ghats

By Our Staff Correspondent
SHIMOGA JAN. 30. The General Sec-
retary of the BJP Yuva Morcha
State unit, Mr. C.T. Ravi, has
urged the Centre not to renew the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company's
licence for mining in the Western
Ghats region in view of the grow-
ing apprehensions that it might
cause earthquakes.
He told presspersons here on

Tuesday that a series of earth-
quakes in 1998, with intensity
ranging from 1.7 to 2.5 on the
Richter Scale, in the Western
Ghats region, had been attributed
to. the continuous mining by
KIOCL over the past several years.
Mr. Ravi said that the BJP Yuva

Morcha had been making sus-
tained efforts to mobilise public
opinion against the reported
move to renew the KIOCL's
mining licence for 20 years. If
mining was allowed, it would
sound the death knell of the Ku-
dremukh forest range.

The fact that the 2,500 KOCL
employees would lose their jobs if
the mining licence was not re-
newed should not be the main
consideration. The employees
could be accommodated else-
where in case KIOCL was closed
down. The environmental impact
of continued mining alone should
influence the decision on renew-
ing the licence, he said.

In reply to a question, he said
that the BJP Yuva Morcha would
not mind joining hands with oth-
er environmental organisations
which had already launched a
joint movement against the re-
newal of the licence in an attempt
to save the Tunga and the Bhadra
which faced a severe pollution
threat from mining in the region.

Criticising the State Govern-
ment for approving the power tar-
iff increase, Mr. Ravi said it was
not fair to burden consumers
without taking measures to check
power theft and transmission and

distribution losses. He suggested
that the State Government rein-
troduce the earlier system of tah~
sildars issuing succession
certificates in property matters as
the new system of obtaining the
certificates through courts proved
to be costly and time consuming.
The Government, which boasted
of having introduced transparen-
cy in administration, should not
do anything which was detrimen-
tal to public interest.

Mr. Ravi said it had been decid-
ed to form "Kamal Clubs" in all
the districts to train the youth in
sports and cultural activities.

A two-day training programme
for BJP Yuva Morcha members
would be held at Mudhol in Ba-
galkot District on February 16, 17
and 18. Yuva Morcha members
would launch a drive in North.
and South Karnataka to collect
contributions to help the victims
of the earthquake in Gujarat
added.



By Our Staff Correspondent
TUMKUR, JULY 19. The Tumkurunit of Green Watchers, a
global environment group,has reiterated its oppositionto renewal of mining lease tothe Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) inthe National Park areas in theWestern Ghats.
In a letter to the Prime

Minister, Mr. A.B.Vajpayee,copies of which were sent toMr. T.R.Balu, Union Ministerfor Environment and Forests,and Mr. K.H.Ranganath,Minister for Forests, and alsoreleased to the press, the chief

of the unit, Mr. Sanjay Gubbi,said it was unfortunate that '

lea agains
the Prime Minister's Officemining in

pressurising the StateGovernment" to renew thelease for 20 years. He
appealed to the Prime
Minister to dissuade hisofficials from doing so, andrecalled that the Pontiff of.
Pejawar Math, Sri VisweswaraTheertha Padangal, had madean appeal to Mr. Vajpayee.

Western Ghats

Expressing happiness at theChief Minister, Mr.
S.M.Krishna's efforts toexamine the issue before
taking a decision, he said theKIOCL had failed to obtain anEnvironment ImpactAssessment report on theeffect of mining on flora.andfauna in the Ghats, from an
independent agency.



KIOCL gets
export award
MANGALORE, MAY 12. The
Kudremukh fron Ore
Company (KIOCL) has been
presented the Best Exporter
of Jron Ore Award for
1999-2000 by the Kanara
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
The award was given away

at a function, held at the
chamber building by the
Union Minister of State for
Textiles, Mr. V.Dhananjaya
Kumar, on Friday. Dr.
D.Veerendra Heggade,
Dharmadhikari of Sri Kshetra
Dharmasthala, and Mr.
Yogish Bhat, MLA, were
present.
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Action plan to protect

KARWAR, MAY 20. Dr. M.D.Subash-
chandran, Co-ordinator, National
Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan
(NBSAP) for Uttara Kannada Dis-
trict, has said that the Western
Ghats is facing threat due to the
exploitation of its rich biodiversi-
ty.in the name of development.
Speaking at a meeting of envi-

ronmentalists, forest officials,
academics, elected representa-tives, members of non- govern -

mental organisations, farmers
and members of tribal communi-
ties at Yellapur, he said unless an
action plan was formulated, it
would be difficult to protect and
preserve the fragile eco-system of
the Western Ghats.
He said Uttara Kannada was

the only district in the State se-
lected for the implementation of
NBSAP. He called upon the peo-
ple to participate in the imple-mentation of the action plan.
The fact that thousands of peo-

ple depended on the forests for
their livelihood was being ignoredwhile implementing development

projects in the region, he said.y Our Correspondent

Western Ghats
Members of the non-govern-mental organisations criticised

awarding of contracts to collect
minor forest produce from theWester Ghats. The contractors
were following destructive meth-
ods to collect minor forest pro-duce, particularly firewood. A
scientific method should be
adopted for the purpose, and
workers employed in collectingminor forest produce should be
given proper training, they said.
Farmers and tribal people said

that they were being blamed for
the destruction of the forests.
They had the right to collect mi-
nor forest produce such as leaves
and firewood, they asserted.
Mr. Ananth Hegde Ashisar, Co-

. ordinator ofVrukshalaksha Ando-
lan, said steps should be taken to
prevent fishing in the rivers in the
Western Ghats using explosivesand other unscientific methods.
Mr. Shivanand Moorthy, Depu-

ty Conservator of Forests, called
for the formation of village com-
mittees to protect the forests.
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Stir against KIOCL
vssgets a boost

MOODABIDRI, JULY 24. The "Save

Junga Bhadra'" call has received a

boost with the various village for-

est committees in Dakshina Kan-

nada District coming out against
the renewal of the mining lease to

the KIOCL.

Mr. N.Vijayakumar of the Noo-

ralbettu Village Forest Committee

at Hosmar, near here, said that

the Western Ghats, that includes

the Kudremukh range, was a trea-

sure house of biodiversity with

the presence of some of the rare

species of animals and plant life.

The area also had a rare entom-

ological profile which had been

acknowledged by experts, and de-

struction of these sites would

wipe out the species from the face

of the earth, he said. Mr. Isubu

Beary of the Indabettu Village
Forest Committee in Belthangady
taluk, said the region was the

place where the Tunga, Bhadra

and Nethravati originated.

Mr. Beary said the three rivers

irrigated takhs of hectares of land

and any impediment caused to

their course due to the mining ar-

tivities would be disastrous.

Mr. Ramachandra Gowda of

the Neralu Village Forest Com-

mittee in Puttur taluk said the

Government should come out

with a proper policy on the

mining in the Western Ghats aslit

had been identified as one of the

18 hotspots for biodiversity con-

servation in the world.
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gainst mining by KIOCL
ur Staf Reporter

BANGALORE, JULY 24. Four BJP members in the Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday demanded that the Government not
renew the mining licence granted to the Kudremukh Iron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL) in Chikmagalur District, as the

company's operations were destroying the environment.
The issue was raised during Zero Hour. Mr. Araga Jnanendra

and Mr. Visvesvara Hegde Kageri said that the Chief Minister,
Mr. S.M. Krishna, had given positive signals on renewing the

licence, and wanted him to announce the Government's
decision.
Mr. Krishna directed the Minister of State for Mines and

Geology, Mr. V. Muniyappa, to speak on the matter. Mr.

Muniyappa said that since the matter was sub judice, he would
not comment till the court gave its judgment.
But, the minister said that the KIOCL had submitted

applications for licence to take up mining in Gangadikal and
Nallibeedu in the district but they were rejected
That statement angered the BJP members, and Mr Kagert

said Mr. Mun.yappa was not giving proper information to the

House Mr Kagem, Mr Jnanendra, Mr Prabhakara Bangera and
Mr Yogish Bhat walked out of the House



/KIOCL Officers' Assn
flays tirade by

yenvironmentalists
BY Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, AUG. 3. The Officer's
Association of the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) today alleged that the

company's image of being envi-
ronment-friendly had been un-
dermined by the continued tirade

against it by environmentalists.
Ina press release here, Mr. Em-

manuel Vaz, president of the as-

sociation, stated that the KOCL
was one of the most environ-
ment-friendly organisations, and
it had taken many steps to main-
tain the balance of greenery in the
abandoned mining, areas in the

Kudremukh-Aroli range. Accord-
ing to satellite images from the

National Remote Sensing Agency,
the forest cover in the abandoned
mining areas had improved to the

extent of 2.75 km. between 1973

and 1997. KIOCL's own environ-
mental monitoring cell also con-
firmed that over 80,000 saplings
planted in the course of 25 years
had provided additional cover-

age.
The claims made by environ-

mentalists that the mining oper-
ations were destroying the

Bhadra River were unfounded.



/, Mining: protest
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, AUG. 3. The Tunga Bha-
dra Ulisi Horata Okkuta has de-
cided to continue its protest
against the Government's deci-
sion to allow mining in the West-
ern Ghats region by the
Kudremukh Iron Ore CompanyLtd. (KIOCL) for three more
months. The okkuta staged a
bandh in this regard on July 24.

At a press conference here on
Friday, the President of the okku-

\

to continue
ta, Mr. Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, saidthat it was decided to stage a sa-
tyagraha at the Gopi Circle on Au-
gust 9, demanding that mining be
stopped in the Western Ghats,
The decision to allow miningfor three months was an affront to

the people living in the Tungab-hadra Basin, and it was taken af-
ter the Chief Minister, Mr.
S.M.Krishna, assured the noted
writer, Dr. U.R.Ananthamurthy,that nothing harmful to the West-
ern Ghats would be done.
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"'KIOCL has not
violated any

environmental law'
By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, AUG. 4. The Profes-
sional Workers Trade Union
Centre of India (PWTUC) has
claimed that the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Cormpany Ltd. (KIOCL) has
not violated any environmental
Jaw, and the allegations that its
mining had caused or would
cause damage tu the environment
were not based on a scientific
study.

In a statement today, the
PWTUC, which has made several
representations to Central and
State ministers urging the exten-

another 20 years, announced
plans to initiate "direct action."
These included efforts to re-

start operations by the workers
themselves apart from planning
to file a public interest litigation
in the Karnataka High Court for
"fixing accountability for the
huge loss caused to the nation by
irresponsible and thoughtless ac-
tions" that would lead to the clo-
sure of KIOCL.
The release said that over the

past 30 years, the KIOCL had pro-
duced iron ore valued at Rs.9.800
crores and ils export earmngs
were of the same order It provid
ed employment to over 2,500 peo-
ple, and over one lakh people in

; the neighbouring villages drew:
sustenance from it.

Closing such a "prestigious
project" would be a "thoughtless
action," according to the PWTUC,
which also wanted the mining op-
erations to continue until a final
decision was taken to close or
continue the company.
Pending a decision on an inter-

locutory application filed in the
Supreme Court. KIOCL bas been
given a permit to mine ore for
three months from July 24.

sion of the KIOCLmining lease for



'Swift KIOCL closure impractical'
Ble} gl 8 By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, AUG. 7. The immediate closure of the Kudremukh
Tron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL) is an "impractical" move as it
will affect the livelihood of nearly 5,000 people, the Minister for
Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Mr. D.B. Chandre Gowda, has
said.
He told presspersons here on Tuesday that the Centre's move

in filing an affidavit before the Supreme Court favouring the
extension of the mining lease to KIOCL by five years was
welcome.
Mr. Chandre Gowda said though he wanted the project to be

closed down, he had the welfare of the families of the

we known writer, Mr. Poornachandra Tejasvi, that the mining
lo s in mind. He agreed with the suggestion made by

lease should be extended for some more time so that the
employees could look for alternative sources of employment.



Reconsider Kudremukh
notification: SC
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ShayBy Our Staff Correspondent
UDUPI, AUG. 13. Mr. Vinaykumar
Sorake, MP, on Monday, alleged
that the Union Minister for For-
ests and Environment, Mr. T.R.
Baalu had connived with top offi-
cials of the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd (KIOCL) to stop
mining at Kudremukh.

'Baalu connived with KIOCL to stop mining'

Addressing presspersons here,
Mr. Sorake said that the minister
and the top KIOCL officials had
not given any proposal to "save"
KIOCL. The Union Ministry for
Forest and Environment was con-
fused with regard to the KIOCL. It
first submitted an affidavit to the
court stating that mining could be
continued by the KIOCL for 20
years, later it submitted another
affidavit saying thatminingwould

be allowed for only five years.
There were many lobbies at the
Centre, which ensured that the
activities of other companies
were curbed so that they could
take advantage of the situation.
The future ofmore than 10,000

employees was at stake. Nearly 70
per cent of the transactions at the
New Mangalore Port were those
of the KIOCL. The closure of the
KIOCL had grave economic con-
sequences for Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts as the busi-
ness at the New Mangalore Port
would be badly hit.
The KIOCL was earning Rs. 650

crores by way of foreign exchange
for the country. Mining at Kudre-
mukh was a sensitive issue. A
Central committee should be set
up with people's representatives

and KIOCL employees, besides
officials from the Ministry of For-
esis and Environment to go into
the issue ofmining at Kudremukh
and submit a report. Such a com-
mittee should try to "save"
KIOCL.
There were several problems in

the coastal districts with regard to
the implementation of the Coast-
al Regulation Zone (CRZ) Act. The
Karnataka and Kerala chiefminis-
ters would meet the Prime Minis-
ter in a few days to impress upon
him the need to amend the CRZ
Act as many houses of the fisher-
men built near the coast would
have to be demolished if the
zones were not redrawn. Mr. Baa-
lu had agreed that there was a
need to amend the CRZ Act. The
MPs had also proposed to raise

the issue in Parliament. The Indi-
an Railways was giving a step-
motherly treatment to the
Konkan Railway by using it as a
corridor for trains running from
Maharashtra to Kerala. More
trains should be introduced on
the Konkan Railway, he added.
Mr. U.R. Sabhapathy, MLA,

who was present at the press
meet, said that the Jnanapeetha
Award winner, Dr. U.R.Anantha-
murthy, had agreed to hold a
seminar on KIOCL mining issue.
Environmentalists, people's rep-
resentatives, and eminent per-
sons would participate in it.
The KIOCL should not be

closed down immediately. He
wondered why the environmen-
talists had not opposed KIOCL
when it was set up.



Govt. hasn't pushed KIOCL's
"ge: Case, says Motamma

By Our Staff Correspondent
UDUPI, AUG. 16. The Minister for Women and Child
Welfare, Ms. Motamma, said on Thursday that the
State Government had not sent any proposal to the
Centre to extend the lease for mining by the Kudre-
mukh Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL) by 20 years.

Addressing presspersons here, the minister said
the State Government would take a decision on the
matter in consultation with the Gentre after the Su-
preme Court gave its verdict. It was essential to bal-
ance the concerns of the environmentalists and the
employees of the KIOCL. It was not possible to shift
the activities of the KIOCL overnight, she said. The
State Government was studying all the alternative
proposals. The KIOCL should take the environmen-
talists into confidence on the eco-friendly measures
taken by the company. The State Government had

given. a temporary three-month permit to the
KIOCL.
Self-help groups: She said her ministry would reach
the target of creating one lakh self-help groups
(SHGs) under the Stree Shakti programme by the
end of September. Already 64,000 SHGs had -been
formed and they had saved Rs. 18 crores. The 1,840
SHGs operating in Udupi District had saved a sum of
Rs. 76 lakhs.
Her ministry would release grants to all the SHGs

in the State by next month. The "Santwana" centres
to help distressed women would be started in all the
districts. Under "Santwana'', women were eligible
for benefits under the Udyogini, Mane Belaku and
Ashraya schemes. Eggs would be provided twice a
week to the children in the anganwadi centres. Pro-
tein-rich food would also be provided to mothers,
and children up to three years.
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Mining: HC issues notices
By Our Correspondent

Court on Friday ordered issue of notice to the State of

Kamataka and other respondents on a public interest writ

petition seeking quashing of the notification excluding 3,703.55

hectares of land from the Kudremukh National Park (KNP). The.

State Government issued the notification on June 16.

The petitioners
- "Wildlife Aware Nature Club", a

102-member unregistered society established in 1990, and nine

others from Tumkur - contended that the notification would

result in the destruction of the forests, as the Kudremukh Iron

Ore Company Ltd. would take up mining operations on the

land excluded from the purview of the KNP.

The Bench, comprising the Chief Justice, Mr. N.K. Jain, and

Mr. Justice R. Gururajan, adjourned further hearing of the

petition.

BAtoeLORE, S Division Bench of the Karnataka High



4Seer opposes
mining "lt
§HIMOGA, SEPT. 14. Sri
cangadharendra Saraswathi
Swamiji of Sri Madjagadguru
Shankaracharya Sri Sonda
Swarnavalli
Mahasamsthanam of
Mathadevala near Sirsi in
Uttara Kannada District has
urged the Chief Minister, Mr.
S.M.Krishna, not to renew
the mining lease of the
Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL), and
to drop the proposal to
develop the national park at

In a letter, the swamiji said
mining by KIOCL would
affect the fragile eco-systemof the Western Ghats. It
would also endanger several
species in the region,
He said over 5,000 hectares

of forest land in the Western
Ghats had been destroyed
because of mining. The
Tunga, Bhadra and
'Netravathi would be affected
if mining was allowed in the
region, he added

Kudremukh



'Concern over mining in W. Ghats
By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, SEPT. 17. The swamiji of Sri Jagadguru
Shankaracharya Mahasamsthanam of Sringeri, Bharati Thirtha,
has expressed concern over the deteriorating condition of the

Bhadra that passes through the holy Sharada Peetham at

Sringeri.
In a letter to the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, the

administrator of the temple, Mr. V.R. Gowri Shankar, has

conveyed the concerns of the swamiji that the Bhadra, the

lifeline of the region, was fast assuming a red colour with soil

wash from the mining area, and the flow of the river was also

curtailed to a great extent.
While the five-year period to wind up the operations of the

Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL) was
"understandable", the letter expressed anguish over the

reported pressure brought to bear by South Block on the

Ministry of Environment and Forests to extend the lease to 20

years. This would have a disastrous effect on the Bhadra and

the reservoir located downstream of the mining area, as the

thousands of people who were dependent on this water for

irrigation would be adversely affected.
The swamiji was particularly perturbed at the reports of

damage caused to water sources in the Western Ghats and the

storage capacity of the reservoirs being reduced.



a

eer supports
KIOCL

\o
MANGALORE, SEPT. 20. The
Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL)
here has claimed that it has
secured the support of
Shivacharya Swamiji of
Sanehalli Math.
In a press release here on

Thursday, Mr. K.R.Mohan,
Deputy Manager of Public
Relations, KIOCL, said the
swamiji, who was from
Chitradurga District, recentlyvisited the KIOCL mining
site, Lakya Dam, the plant
and the mini dam along with
other environmentalists.
He was convinced with the

steps taken by the companyfor protection of
environment at the dam site
and the mining area, Mr.
Mohan said.



adit
plea to Krishna:

on KIOCL
By Our Staff Correspondent

TUMKUR, SEPT. 23. Mr. Y.K.Ra-
maiah, MLA and Chairman of the
Farmers' Forum, has urged the
Chief Minister, Mr. S.M.Krishna,
to 'keep the interests of farmers
uppermost in mind' while filing

+ an affidavit in the Supreme Court
'on the extension of the mining
lease to the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) in the
Kudremukh National Park area.
Ina letter to Mr. Krishna, copies

of which were released to the
press here on Sunday, Mr. Ra-
maiah said that the State should
not give in to pressure from the
Union Government, the KIOCL,
and the vested interests.
Condemning those raising the

issue of the future of those em-
ployed by the KIOCL, Mr. Ra-
maiah said their services could be
utilised for restoring the forest in
the mining area, and those inter-
ested could be offered an attrac
tive voluntary retirement scheme.
Mr. Ramaiah said that major

rivers such as Bhadra, Tunga, and
Netravat: took birth in Kudre
mukh. The Bhadra Left Bank Ca-
nal irrigated over 8,600 hectares
of land. The Bhadra Reservoir had
a potential to irrigate 1.06 lakh
hectares. He regretted that the
State had overlooked the techni-
cal reports of the STACK Commit-
tee and the Indian Institute of
Science on the pollution caused
due to the mining activity. The silt
thai flowed from the mining areas
had obstructed the flow of the riv-
ers, and crops had been affected.



debae on
KIOCL's future.

Pejawa
for

By Our Staff Correspondent
UDUPI, SEPT. 23, Sti-Vishwesha Tit-
favoured a debate among envi-
ronmentalists, the KIOCL em-
ployees, and scientists on thefuture of the company.He was addressing a public ral-
ly organised by the Dakshina Kan-nada Parisaraskta Okkuta at
Rajangana here on Sunday.The swamiji said it should be aserious discussion and not degen-erate into a game of one-upman-ship.
The debate had become neces-

Sary in view of the contradictoryStatements emanating from vari--0US quarters which had createdconfusion in the minds of the
people. The report by the NEERIhad further confounded the sit-uation.
Stressing the importance ac-corded to environment by rishisand saints, the swamiji said thatLord Krishna had told people tolove their surroundings. The

Scriptures were against largeequipment as they destroyed na-

Bhadra had been. polluted. The

+

tha Swamiji of Péjawar Math has

ture.
+ The water in the Tunga and the

Government itself was tellingpeople not to drink water from
>these rivers. Po ution of the riverswas nothing short of wanton. de-struction of nature.



KIOCL\ dbserves
Vigilance

Awareness Week
BANGALORE, OCT. 31. The need to

evolve a code of ethics in every
organisation was emphasised
here on Wednesday by Mr.

raj, Managing Director, KSRTC.
He was inaugurating the Vigi-
lance Awareness Week at the cor-

porate office of Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL).
Mr. Jairaj stressed the need to

possess a positive mindset and
take pride in oneself and in the

organisation. He pointed out that
there was a need to have vision,
ensure good performance and ap-
preciate meritocracy. He felt that
these were positive elements that
contributed to "wholesome in-

tegrity". Mr. Jairaj praised KIOCL
for its consistently good perform-
ance.

Presiding over the function, Mr.
§.Murari, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director, KIOCL, said the ma-

jor elements which bred

corruption were poor work-cul-
ture and complicated rules.



dn Kudremukh
National Park
By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, NOV. 5. The Forest
Department has restricted free
entry into the Kudremukh
National Park. According to a
press note from the DeputyConservator of Forests,
Kudremukh Wildlife Division,
Karkala, Mr. K.N. Murthy,here on Monday, visitors will
be allowed into the park on
payment of an entry fee.
The release said the

national park had beer

officially notified and, hence,
entry had been restricted.

Entry curbs
" Those wanting to enter the
. forest area for recreation or
exploration can do so by
getting permission from five
entry points in the RangeWildlife offices at Karkala and
Kundapur in Udupi District,
Kudremukh and Kerekatte in
Shringeri in Chikmagalur
District, and Veneor in
Belthangady taluk in Dakshina
Kannada District.
The release also stipulated a

rate card for entry which
ranges from Rs. 10 for
children to Rs. 150 for
foreigners.



ernment would

"Forest Department
y Our Staff Correspondent

MYSORE, NOV. 16. The Minister forForests, Ecology, and Environ-ment, Mr. K.H.Ranganath, saidhere on Thursday that the Gov-
Strengthen theStaff in the Forest Department tocurb smuggling activities.

Mr. Ranganath told pressper-sons that the department hadbeen facing staff Shortage. TheGovernment would take steps to
identify vulnerable areas on the
Karnataka-Kerala border and de-
have some specific

additional staff. "Smugglers
areas in theforests that are being used for

smuggling, and steps will be takento plug the loopholes," he said.
On the decline in the number ofsandalwood trees, Mr. RanganathSaid there was a decline in thenumber of trees. But sandalwoodtrees could not be grown else-

ploy

Where as they were Parasiticplants.
About the increasing electrocu-tion of elephants, he blamed theencroachments in. the traditional th

get more staff
Migration paths of the elephants.Cutting trenches in the forest wasnot a permanent solution to theelephant menace. The depart-ment had been working on a planto reduce such man-animal con-flicts,
About the Gemini Distilleries,which was allegedly polluting thevillages in the vicinity, Mr. Rang-anath said the Government wouldtake action after the Lokayuktasubmitted his report. The Gov-ernment had taken up the clean-ing of the Tungabhadra river withthe Central assistance. Nine riy-ers, including the Cauvery, wouldbe covered under the scheme.

Herbal plants authorityEarlier, Mr. Ranganath, after re-
leasing the book, Flora in Shimo-8a District, said that theGovernment Proposed to set up amedicinal plants authority. TheChief Minister, Mr. S.M.Krishna,had given his approval for the au-
thority, and that a survey of plantSpecies in the State would be tak-en efore Setting up the a



ecision
on KIOCL
welcomed

By Our Staff Correspondent
MANGALORE, NOV. 16. The Kudre-mukh Wildlife Foundation of Kar-kala in Udupi, and wildlife and
'Nature enthusiasts.from four oth-er districts have welcomed the
Government's decision to file anaffidavit to wind up mining by theKIOCL in five years.
This was stated in a letter to theChief Minister, copies of which

convenors of the foundation, theGreen Watchers of Tumkur, Na-
. ture Conservation Guild, Chikma-
galur, Arohana of Mangalore, andWildcat-C of Chikmagalur. Theletter hailed the affidavit as a
landmark decision,' -and laudedthe efforts of the Chief Minister,

were released to the Press todaThe letter has been signed by the

.
Mr. S.M.Krishna, as a positive
step. Mr. Niren Jain of the foun-

;dation told The Hindu that the af-

Department of Ecology and Envi-
ronment on October 12 made the
Government's intention to con-
serve ecology clear. Mr. Ashok-vardhan of Arohana stated 'thatMr. Krishna had shown that hecould take decisions without
bowing to pressure.

fidavit filed by the secretary of the



By Our Staff Reporter
BANGALORE, NOV. 17. Nagarika Seva
Trust (NST), Mines, Minerals and

urged the State Government not
to permit the continuation of
mining in Kudremukh, and
warned that they will renew their
campaign against the Kudremukh
fron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL)
at the national level if the Govern-

+ ment fails to respond to their de-
mand.
Mr. Ranjan Rao Yerdoor, Mr.

Ravi Rebbapragada and Mr. S.
Sridhar, representing NST, MMP
and INCERT, respectively, told
presspersons here on Saturday
that the National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI) had erred in recom-
mending that KIOCL be allowed
to continue mining in Kudre

sponsible for submitting such a
report, they said.
Senior officials of the Depart-

ment of Irrigation had reportedly
levelled certain serious charges
against the KIOCL, they claimed.
"The KIOCL has not taken the
requisite permission under Sec-
tion 5 of the Karnataka Irrigation
Act, 1965 for building the Lakhya
Dam and two other small dams. It
Has not paid the water cess to the

Section 3(C) 2 of the Karnataka Ir-
rigation Act (Levy of Betterment
Contribution), 1957." The Gov-
ernment was reportedly not will-
ing to disclose the contents of the
reports submitted by the assistant
commissioners of Puttur, Kunda-
pur and Chikmagalur which were

People (MMP), and INCERT have

Government as required under

'Dol allow mining
* in Kudremukh'

required for the final settlement
of rights under Section 35(3) of
the Wildlife Protection Act, they
said.

They demanded that the De-
partment of Irrigation should
clarify its position on the reported
violations of law by KIOCL and
initiate remedial measures, in-
cluding collection of dues and pe-
nalties from KIOCL, if any.
Besides, the Government should
show that it was committed to the
right to information by making
public the reports submitted by
the assistant commissioners of
Puttur, Kundapur and Chikmaga-
lur, and the provisions of law un-
der which a large area of land had
been excluded from the notifica-
tion of the Kudremukh National
Park, they added.

mukh. The NEERI should with
draw its report diately and
initiate steps against those re



ay

TUMKUR, DEC. 26. The Union Min-
ister of State for Steel, Mr. Braj-
kishore Tripathy, is said to have
invited MPs from the State to visit
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Compa-
ny Limited (KIOCL) and inspect
itsmining area in Kudremukh Na-
tional Park on January 7 and 8.

However, his action has once
again attracted the wrath of envi-
ronmental organisations in Tum-
kur District.
According to the environmen-

talists, who spoke to The Hindu
here onWednesday, Mr. Tripathy, 20
who was under fire recently for
his statement at Mangalore that
the Karnataka Government
should fall in line with the Centre
and extend mining lease to the
KIOCL for the next 20 years, held
a meeting of the MPs at New Del-
hi early this month.
The contention of the environ-

mentalists is that the issue is be-
fore the Supreme Court. They
allege that Mr. Tripathy is trying

KIOCL: Minister's
to "influence" the court by build-
ing up public opinion in favour of
the KIOCL. This, they say,
amounts to disrespect to the judi-
cial process. It will not be a sur-
prise if the apex court considers
the Minister's pro-active cam-
paign and the MPs' visit to the
controversial area as sub judice.
According to the activists, Mr.

Tripathy has sprung a surprise af-
ter a bout of dithering actions. On
July 21 last, his Ministry filed an
affidavit before the apex court
pleading for extension of lease for
mining by the KIOCL for the next

years. Five days later, an
amended affidavit, proposing ex-
tension for only five years, was fil-
ed. However, the . Ministry
retracted it and filed a fresh affi-
davit in October seeking exten-
sion of mining lease for 20 years.
The Supreme Court, on July 27,

ordered that Karnataka explain as
to how mining was permitted in
the national park, and in re-
sponse, the latter filed an affidavit
on October 12 stating that the

action draws flak
lease could be extended for only
five years so that the KIOCL could
initiate steps to wind up its
mining activity in the park.
The petitioners in the case are

said to be planning to file an ap-
peal before the court in confor-
mation to the stand taken by the
State, although they differ on cer-
tain technicalities involved in en-
forcing the termination of lease.
The environmentalists have

taken exception to Mr. Tripathy's
campaign to bring pressure on
the State Government through
the MPs while the apex court is
seized of the matter. They have
started meeting the MPs to im-
press upon them the need to sus-
pend mining activity in the
ecologically sensitive and bio-rich
rainforests of the park.
According to one environment

group, the KIOCL was given time
in 1995 to look for alternative
mining area and the company
failed to do so.
The environmentalists say that .

Mr. Tripathy has the

lapse of the company and instead
has allowed the company to in-
vest Rs.120 crore in the Manga-
lore Pellet Plant.
While lauding the "firm and ra-

tional" stand taken by the Krishna
Government, the environmental-
ists want the MPs from the State
to support it. They say it is the
prerogative of the State to disal-
low mining activity and it should

By Our Staf

not yield to the pressure tactics of
the Centre, even as the Supreme
Court is yet to decide the case.
Stating that the Supreme Court

has put on record its "support" to
the efforts beingmade at preserv-
ing environment by pronouncing
landmark judgments, the activists
expressed confidence that they
will win the legal battle. However,
they are annoyed over the "futile
attempts of the Centre"' to rake up
the issue outside the court, and
threaten to oppose the Union
Minister. They have cautioned
the MPs against playing into the
designs of the Union
Government.red



KIOCL win
CAPEXIL

export award
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, DEC. 13. Kudremukh
fron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) has been given the Spe-
cial Export Award under bulk
minerals and ores for 2000-01 in-
stituted by CAPEXIL.

Mr. J.C.Bahi, Deputy General
Manager (Commercial), received
the award from Mr. Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, Union Minister for State for
Commerce and Industry, at a
function in New Delhi recently.
The KIOCL was selected for the

award by the CAPEXIL for its ex-
cellent exports in 2000-01. Keep-
ing up with its tradition of mining
in harmony with nature.



Proposal for
lowering KIOCL
mining period
Press Trust of India
BANGALORE, Jan. 28

THE Karnataka Government has
submitted a revised recommen-
dation to the Centre to reduce the
extension ofmining period ofKu-
dremukh Iron Ore Company
(KIOCL) from 20 years to five
years and has filed an affidavit
with the Supreme Court in this
regard, the Minister for Forest,
Environment and Ecology, Mr
Ranganath, informed the State
Legislative Council today.
Responding to the notice of the

BJP leader, Mr D.H. Shankara-
murthy, Mr Ranganath said
KIOCL had applied for extension
of their mining lease in the Ku-
dremukh area, which was expir-
ing on July 24, 1999 (after 30
years). The application for an ex-
tension of 20 years was recom-
mended by the State Government
with several conditions.
The Union Government subse-

quently cleared it and granted
two extensions of one year each
(from July 25, 1999 to July 24,
2000 and from July 25, 2000 to
July 24, 2001) under certain con-
ditions. These, (conditions) were
complied by the State Govern-
ment and the final notification for
Kudremukh National Park was
issued on June 16, 2001.



'Mininghas not affected Bhadra'
BANGALORE, JAN. 28. The Minister
for Forests, Environment and
Ecology, K.H. Ranganath, on
Monday informed D.H. Shankara
Murthy (BJP) that studies by the
National Environmental Research
Institute, and the Centre for Envi-
ronmental Studies, IISc. had re-
vealed that the mining activity in
the Kudremukh area did not have
any environmental impact on the
Bhadra,
Replying to a motion on the

matter in the Legislative Council,
the minister said the State Gov-
ernment had not agreed to a re-
quest by the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. to extend the lease
period, and had restricted it to
one year. He also said the compa-
ny would not be allowed to ex-
pand its area of operations in the
area. A revised recommendation
had been sent to the Centre to re-
duce the mining period to five
years, and an affidavit submitted
before the Supreme Court, ac-
cordingly.
Assurance: The Social Welfare
Minister, Kagodu Thimmappa,
assured M.R. Tanga (BJP) that he
would look into the allegation
that the Koratagere tahsildar had
ill-treated a few members of the
Digambar Jain community who
approached him for caste certif-
icates.
M.P. Prakash (JD-U) urged the

minister to initiate action agairist

some persons who became presi-
dents of local bodies in Hadagali
and Kudligi in Bellary District
with the help of fake caste certif-
icates.
Mr. Thimmappa assured H.S.

Shantaveerappa Gowda (BJP) that
he would inquire into the allega-
tion that bogus bills had been is-
sued by some backward class
hostels in Shimoga and Davan-
gere districts in connivance with
the chief executive officers of the
zilla panchayats concerned.
Farmers' suicide: The Agriculture
Minister, T.B. Jayachandra, told
Mr. Shankara Murthy that 79
farmers had committed suicide
due to crop loss, price fall, and
inability to repay loans. Families
of 26 farmers were given compen-
sation. He said compensation of
Rs, 1 lakh would be given to the
next of kin of the other farmers
based on the recommendations
of the Veeresh Committee report,
which was expected to be submit-
ted by March 30.

Groundwater recharge: The Mines
and Geology Minister, V. Muni-
yappa, informed Umashree (Con-
gress) that the Government had
approached the World Bank for a
Rs. 471-crore proposal to raise the
water-table.
Under this plan, 50,221 artifi-

cial structures to recharge
groundwater would be created in
58 taluks in the next five years.
Ms. Umashree wanted steps tak-

en to improve the quality of
drinking water from borewells in
Bidar, Raichur, Bellary and other
districts which had no other
sources of drinking water.

By Our Staff Reporter

Public sector units: The Minister
for Large- and Medium-scale In-
dustries, R.V. Deshpande, told Ra-
machandra Gowda (BJP) and
M.C.Nanaiah (JD-neutral) that
the Government would consider
supporting the employees of
some public sector undertakings
if they made a representation to
the Bureau for Industrial and Fi-
nancial Reconstruction. Basavaraj
Bommai (JD-S) said the same
benefit should be extended to the
NGEF unit in Hubli.
The minister said no private in-

dustry had come forward to par-
ticipate in the tender programme
to purchase the Hubli unit of the
NGEF. The Government may
have to resort to a voluntary re-
tirement scheme. Mr. Deshpande
also informed the member that
the development of infrastructure
for the food and agricultural tech-
nology parks in different places
was going on.
The Primary and Secondary

Education Minister, H. Vishwa-
nath, informed Basavaraj Horatti
JD-U) that he would initiate ac-
tion against those found guilty of
irregularities in connection with
the common entrance test for the
recruitment of primary school
teachers.
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reens to hold rally
Sringeri

a

y Our Special
Correspondent

SHIMOGA, FEB. 26. The Tunga-
Bhadra Ulisi Horata Okkoota
has decided to hold a rally in
Sringeri on March 9 and 10 to
mobilise people in the region to
launch a sustained agitation
against mining by the Kudre-
mukh Jron Ore Company Ltd.,
(KIOCL) in the Western Ghats.
Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, okkoota

President, told presspersons
here on Monday that this deci-
sion was taken at the general
body meeting of the okkoota on
Sunday.
He said the proposed rally

would be addressed by the lead-
er of the Narmada Bachao An-
dolan, Medha Patkar, the leader
of the Girijan Kalyan Samithi,
B.D.Sharma, and the human
rights activist, Hasan Mansur.

He said the rally would be or-
ganised on the banks of the
Tunga and in the area of the Ku-
dremukh National Park. It
would be preceded by the torch
light processions in different
places of the eight districts in

which the Tunga and the Bha-
dra flowed to create an aware-
ness among the people about
the likely adverse impact on the
"lifeline" rivers if the mining
was allowed to take place in the
ecologically sensitive Western
Ghats.
Referring to the reported

move by the KIOCL to change
the mining technology in asso-
ciation with an Australian com-
pany, he.said it would not be at
any cost allowed to implement
this decision as it would dam-
age the forest and the other nat-
ural resources.
When his attention was

drawn to the Government's
move to divertWest-flowing riv-
ers in the Western Ghats region
to harness them for the irriga-
tion purpose, Mr. Hegde cau-
tioned the Government not to
take any hasty decision clandes-
tinely. The okkoota General
Secretary, K.L.Ashok, said the
new strategy had been prepared
to fight against mining oper-
ations in and around the origins
of the rivers in the Western Ghat
region.



y ribal' pabikte
not to move
out of park

By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, APRIL 9. Tribal fam-
ilies living in the precincts of the
Kudremukh National Park have
decided not to move out of the
park even if they are provided a
healthy rehabilitation package.The decision was taken at a
meeting organised recently by
the Dakshina Kannada Parisa-
rasktara Okkoota, the Girijan Vi-kas Samiti, and the NagarikaSeva Trust.
A release here on Tuesdaysaid 89 tribal families had been

living in the park for long and
protecting it. Now efforts were
being made to relocate them. It
would be difficult for them to
'live in the new area. They wouldsubmit a memorandum to the
forest officials in this regard.The release said a "Rashtriya
Udyanavasigala Samrakshana
Samiti" was formed to fight forthe rights of tribal families. The
meeting decided to organise a
two-day State-level seminar on
national parks. ®
The President of the trust,

Somnath Nayak, informed the
meeting that the Forest Act had
provisions for regularisation of
encroachments prior to 1978.



OCL hands
ver money

for park
By Our Special
Correspondent

(0;
LORE, APRIL 9. The

KIOCL handed over Rs. 1

crore to the State
Government on Tuesday for

development of the
Kudremukh National Park.
The cheque for the amount
was presented to the
Principal Secretary, Forests,
Ecology and Environment by

the KIOCL Director,
G.S.Rajagopal. The KIOCL
has been contributing Rs. 2

crore every year from 1999-
2000 for the park. Apart from
this, the company has also

planted 85,000 trees.
Meanwhile, the company has
achieved a record turnover
of Rs. 712 crore for 2001-02.
This shows an increase of 22

per cent over the previous
year. The foreign exchange
earnings of the company also
increased to $ 150 million. It
accounted for 5.8 million
tonnes of the total exports of
8.74 tonnes.



Divert Lak aBem
water to

Bhadra Reservoir'
By Our Special Correspondent

SHIMOGA, APRIL 16. The Save
Tunga Bhadra Action Commit-
tee has demanded that the en-
tire water impounded into the
Lakya Dam of the Kudremukh
Tron Ore Corporation

< td.
(KIOCL) be diverted to the Bha-
dra Reservoir permanently clos-
ing down the KIOCL, which has
done "incalculable damage" to
the environment in the Western
Ghat region.

In a press release, the Presi-
dent of the committee, Kalkuli
Vithal Hegde, and the General
Secretary, K.L.Ashok, have re-
ferred to the proposal mooted
by the Minister for Water Re-
sources, H.K.Patil, to persuade
the KIOCL management to re-
lease one tmcft of water from
the Lakya Dam into the Bhadra
Reservoir to save standing
crops in the Tungabhadra co
mand area.
They said that the KIOCL,

which managed to deny water
to be supplied from the Lakya
Dam to the Bhadra Reservoir
for the last 30 years, had posed
a threat to the places of the ori-

Bhadra.
gin of the rivers, Tunga and

They said the Lakya Dam was
being used by the KIOCL for im-
pounding its silt after utilising a
portion of its water for prepar-
ing iron ore in slurry form for

tobeing transported
Mangalore.
They appealed to farmers to

join the anti-mining
campaign.



TUMKUR, MAY 25. Greenwatchers,
an environmental organisation,
has objected to the spreading of
"unfounded fears" among peo-
ple by vested interests that the
Union and the State govern-
ments will give away parts of the
Kudremukh National Park to
multinational companies, and
the tribal people living there will
be evicted.
Sanjay Gubbi, Chief ofGreen-

watchers, told presspersons
here on Saturday that some or-
ganisations had been trying to
mislead the public this way
since June 2001. The State Gov-
ernment had declared an area
of 600 square km. of the Kudre-
mukh forest a national park.
The Minister for Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs, D.B. Chandre

Gowda, held a meeting of envi-
ronmental organisations, tribal
agencies, and officials of the
Department of Forest on April 6
to make it clear that the deci-
sion could not be revoked. The
park could not be used for any
other purpose without the ap-
proval of the Centre and the Su-
preme Court.

Mr. Gubbi said a number of
villages in the forest had not
been included in the park. The
tribal people living there need
not fear eviction. A preliminary
survey had found that they
numbered 2,200, and their fam-
ilies 397. Vested interests were
giving figures 10 times higher
than these. The Government
had no plan to forcibly evict
them. Some tribal agencies had
proposed a rehabilitation' pack-
age, which would be considered

"Tribal people being misled
on eviction'

By Our Staff Correspondent if people came forward to ac-
cept it. Many of them would be
happy to accept it, if they were
well compensated. They were
eager to get access to education,
health, and civic amenities.

Mr. Gubbi said making the
forest area a national park had
been welcomed as a right step
to protect the ecosystem. About
3,400 hectares of land, where
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany Limited had undertaken
mining, was not included in the
park. Environmentalists had
been campaigning for its inclu-
sion also. A petition filed by
K.M. Chinnappa of the Wildlife
First in the Supreme Court
seeking a direction to stop
mining came up for hearing on
April 29. The case was ad-
journed because the court was
on summer vacation.



nature resortudrem
/MANGALORE: Kudremukh Iron. Ore Company Ltd (KIOCL),
'which is awaiting a Supreme Court judgment on the extension
of its mining lease, is now all set to donate a cage to house
panthers at the Pilikula Nisarga Dhama nature resort here.
Work on the cage has apparently been completed and after

a final coat of paint it would be donated to house panthers.
The 40 metres-long Rs 16-lakh cage is being donated under

what the company calls its 'Meeting Social Obligations
1 Scheme,' according to a press release here:

t



BRIEFLY \
Panther & 01

cage for
Nisargadhama
MANGALORE, MAY 31. The
Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited
(KIOCL) will be donating
a panther cage to Pilikula
Nisargadhama under its
"Meeting the Social
Obligations Scheme"
soon.
A press release issued

by the company on Friday
said the Rs. 16 lakh cage
was made of GI pipes and
chain-link mesh. The cage
would be handed over to
the authorities of Pilikula
Nisargadhama after
painting it, the release
added.



"Chana envoy visits

BANGALORE, JULY 29. Mike
Oquaye, the High Commission-
er of Ghana to India, visited the
corporate office of the Kudre-
mukh IronOre Company Limit-
ed (KIOCL), here today. He held
discussions with §.Murari,
chairman and managing direc-
tor of the company. The High
Commissioner appreciated the

KIOCL office
success achieved by KIOCL in
mining and the measures
adopted for environmental pro-
tection. He explored the possi-
bility of KIOCL investing in
mining operations in Ghana.

Prof. Oquaye stated that Ku-
dremukh was selected as one of
the prospeciive investors in
view of its excellent track record.



» AiKIOCL gets a clean chit
&

By Our Staff Correspondent

DAVANGERE, AUG. 4. The Law and
Parliamentary Minister,
D.B.Chandre Gowda, on Sun-
day disclosed that the Govern-
ment had allowed the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Limited (KIOCL) to continue
mining for another five years
Answering questions from

presspersons here, Mr. Gowda
said the company had invested
more than Rs. 5,000 crore and
more than 15,000 people were
dependent on it.
"How can we ask the compa-

ny to shut its operations ignor- D.B.Chandre Gowda

asked, and said that
mining posed no
harm to natural re-
sources or polluted
any river, particu-
larly Tungabhadra,
as was being
alleged.
He asked those

opposing the
mining to visit the
place and study the
pros and cons of
closing down the
operations before
making comments.
However, the

minister parried a
ing the interests of 15,000 peaplestidreon why the Government, which was so keen

on protecting the interests of 15,000 people
employed by the KIOCL, did not show the
same interest in restarting the Kirloskar fac-
tory, which employed 2,500 people.
To a question, Mr. Gowda said the Gov-

ernment had discussions with the manage-
ment of the Manipal Finance Corporation,
where people had deposited Rs. 380 crore,
and the management had promised that
the depositors would get back their money.

He said that the Reserve Bank of India
had long ago barred collection of deposits
by financial institutions and it was wrong
on the part of the corporation to have done
so. The Government would once again hold
discussions with the management of the
corporation, he said and assured that ef-
forts would be made to protect the depos-
itors' interests.



1

'KIOCL have to stick to 5-yr. deadline'
By Our Special Correspondent Gowda, who represents the The Centrehada big role to play the economic development ofSringerl Assembly constituency as far as the rehabilitation of the the Malnad regionSHIMOGA, AUG 13 The Law and which the area falls, told workers was concernedParhamentary Afairs Minister He said
DB Chandre Gowda, said here already elapsed since the Gov

presspersons that one year had When asked f mining operationsthe Centre were started by the [ranuan Govwould say no to the winding ernment initially with an investon Tuesday that the State Gov ernment filed its affidavit m theernment would not allow ku Supreme Court to the effect that five year deadline, the mmuister could not continue mining for
up ofmining opetation after the ment ofjust Rs 5 crore But Iran

dremukh Iron Ore Company mining would not be allowed to Sald, "We will also say no to the long as it was involved in a war
with Iraq This forced the Cen

Ltd (KIOCI) to continue contmue for more than five Centres proposal
'

muning in the Westein Ghats re years
gion in Chikmagalur District be Admitting that the Govern tre to float a new company to
yond the five year deadline set ations had to be wound up in a allowing mining in the Western ations The KIOCL came intofor it to wind up its operations phased mannei, taking mto Ghats, he said he was among being with financial assistance

Stating that the mining oper ment had committed a folly by continue the mining ope
in the area consideration the rehabilitanon those who had initiated the of Rs 50 crore offered by theClarifying the Government's of neaily 5,000 workers, he said move fot the establishment of then Pnme Minster, Indirastand on the issue, Mr Chandre the process had already begun the mining industry, to ensure Gandhi, in the early Seventies

ae
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Mining Waters
plan hunger strike
By Our Staff Correspondent

DAVANGERE, AUG. 11.A fewminis-.
ters, MLCs, MLAs, and other
elected representatives, and
swamijis of various maths have
decided to stage a hunger strike
in protest against the decision
of the State Government to al-
low the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. to continue,
mining for five years.
Addressing presspersons

- here on Saturday, H.N. Shad-
aksharappa, President of the
Save Tungabhadra Okkuta, crit-
icised the statement of the Min-
ister for Law and Parliamentary
Affairs, D.B. Chandre Gowda,
that the Government had-decid-
ed to allow the company to con-
tinue mining after taking into
account the fate of 15,000 peo-
ple who were directly or indi-
rectly employed by it.



sla us: Environmentalists
Police failed to protect

By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, MAY 17. Upset over
the manner in which their re-
cent seminar in Sringeri to
highlight the plight of tribal
people, who would be dis-
placed after the notification of
the Kudremukh National Park,
was disrupted by a group of
people who protested against
the presence of environmental-
ist and activist, Medha Patkar,
the Kudremukh National Park
Virodhi Okkoota has alleged
that the police failed in their
duty to protect the participants.

Repyesentatives of the Karna-
taka Vimochana Ranga (KVR ,

the okkoota, and others. said
the two-day seminar which be-
gan on May 13 was intended to

discuss the National park issue
and globalisation.
The KVR activists said a

group of people, later identified
as Bajrang Dal activists, barged
into the venue of the seminar
and demanded that all the co-
pies of a booklet titled "Komu-
vaada'', published by KVR, be
burnt because it made refer-
ences to the Godhra incident.
They insisted that Ms. Patkar

should not be allowed to step
into Sringeri, let alone speak at
the seminar.
The KVR activists, including

academic, Nagari Babaiah, said
the troublemakers left only af-
ter police intervention, and a
Bajrang Dal activist. was taken
into custody.
The next day, however, the

police did nothing to protect
them, and what was worse,
they suggested that the seminar
be curtailed, and conducted in-
side the hall.
Prohibitory orders were im-

posed and they would not be
allowed to reach the venue or
leave it in large groups.

However, the KVR activists
today alleged that immediately
after they were asked to wind
up their programme, the Baj-
rang Dal activists were allowed
to hold their own programme
at the venue, complete with
loudspeakers, and other
facilites.
This clearly showed the bias

of the police, the KVR alleged,
'and demanded steps to prevent
"another Gujarat'' in the State.



Will green concerns sealKudremukh mines?SC panel for 5-year lease extensionAmbarish MukherjeeNEW DELBE. Oct. 21

KUDREMI KEE Lon Ore Company Tid (KIOCL asfacing the 1 risk of premature closure im July 2004following the public interest litigations initiatedby environment protection groups and non-Gov-ernmental organisations (NGOs).This is because the Central Empowered Com-mittee (CFC) which was set up by the SupremeCourt in Muy this vear to hear the case has rec-ommended just a five year extension of themining tease ior Kudremukh tren Ore CompanyLid (NIOCLi. with retrospective effect from July1999,
The company will cease to function after July2004 if the Supreme Court accepts the commitfee s recommendations though the ore deposits situation. Phe Supreme rts last hearimg

in the vornpanys mines are enough to continueoperations ui 2026.This, according to company officials, will notonly create problems on the domestic front butwill also resudt in a failure to honour long-termcontracts entered intu with mier national buyersbased m Japan China and Iran for supply ofconcentrates and pellets. This would also lead toheavy penalties against the company and theburden would fall on the Central Governmentwhich has promoted the company.KIOCI is a LOO per cent export-oriented unitunder ihe Ministry of Steel and the only profit-

able Lol run by the Government with areund2,500 employees on its roll.Meanwhile, the iemporarv working permis-sion geen te the company by the Vunistiy af Invironment and Forests (MokE) expimes onOctober 24. Interestingly, the CEC. which ischaired by the MoEF Secretary, has informedthe Supreme Court in its recommendations thatthe permission issued tu the KIOCL by his de-pariment was legal.The committee, in its report to the apex court,said that the issue of the second temporaryworking permission by the MoFF to KIOCL is netcontemplated in ihe guidelines framed underthe Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. and was inviolation of the provisions of the said Act."This hus put the Mo} ma peculhtar Catch 22
of the KIOCL cage, has ordered that "till furtherorders, mining may continue."For KIOCL to continue mining beyond October24, ihe MoEF needs ty issue another fresh per-mission. But the CEC has already said that issu-ing the second temporary working permissionitself was a violation of law. On the other hand. ifmining dyes not continue beyond the cut-off dateberause ol non-issuance of another permissionby the MoLF the Ministry faces the risk of con-tempt of court.
The case is scheduled to come up for hearingon October 22 .



closing Kudremukh mining
SC reserves 'verdict on

4

By Our Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI, OCT. 25. The Supreme
Court today reserved its verdict
on the request of the Kudre-

. mukh Iron Ore Company in
Karnataka to permit it to con-
tinue mining operations till
2006 with adequate safeguards.

A three-judge Bench com-
prising the Chief Justice, B.N.

Kirpal, Justice Y.K. Sabharwal
and Justice Arijit Pasayat re-
served the judgment at the con-
clusion of arguments from the
senior counsel for the company,
K.K. Venugopal; and other par-
ties concerned.
The closure of the mining op-

erations had been sought in an

application filed in a pending
public interest litigation, high-
lighting the depletion of forest
cover in the country and for a
direction to maintain a proper
ecological balance.

Mr. Venugopal submitted
that the company set up in
1969, had a 30-year lease and
the agreement gave it an option
for extension of the mining
lease.

He said the company had
taken several steps to prevent
pollution of the environment
and to minimise the impact on
it.

He said that in 1969 nobody
had analysed the issue from the

aspect of impact on
environment.

He further said that the com-
pany had commitment to sup-
ply raw material to foreign
countries till 2006 and any
abrupt closure would result not
only in severe financial con-
straints but also a loss of face for
the country in the international
market besides resulting in un-
employment of about 10,000
workers.

He also pointed out that the.
had.Karnataka Government

said that it had no objection to
the company continuing the

operations till 2006. He urged
the court not to pass any order
which might have retrospective
effect.
Earlier, the Solicitor-General,

Harish Salve, amicus curiae in
the case submitted that the

public sector undertaking had
been granted licence for mining
operations in utter violation of
the Forest Conservation Act, the
Forest Act and the Environment
Protection Act.

He said the mining activities
in the National Park had caused
intensive pollution in the Bha-
dra river.

He wanted imposition of
damages on the company as

suggested by the empowered
committee appointed by the
court.



/Mining' Ananthmurthy
happy with SC order

By Our Special Correspondent

SHIMOGA, OCT. 25. "I feel very
happy." This was how the Jnan-
pith Award winner and Kanna-
da writer, U.R. Ananthmurthy,
reacted to the Supreme Court's
order to end mining by the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore Company
Ltd. (KIOCL) in the Western
Ghats by July 2004.
Dr. Ananthmurthy told The

Hindu here on Friday that
KIOCL should not undertake
mining till July 2004 from now,
and the period should be used
only for completion ofwinding-
up formalities.
He said with the end of

mining, the region would regain
the lost green cover. Dr.

Ananthmurthy, who hails from
the Malnad area of Tirthahalli
taluk in Shimoga District, of-
fered to lead the "Shimoga
bandh" observed last year as
part of the agitation against
mining organised under the ae-
gis of the Tunga Bhadra Ulisi
Horata Okkoota.
He also mobilised support for

the agitation at a personal level.
He led a delegation to the Chief
Minister, S.M. Krishna, and re-
quested him to intervene in the
matter.

He had urged religious lead-
ers, including Bharathitirth
Swami of Sringeri Shdradamba
Peetham, to pressure the Gov-
ernment to ensure an early end
to mining operations.
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Kudremukh to
mine till 2005
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI, Oct. 30

GIVING a new lease of life to
Kudremukh Iron Ore Compa-
ny Ltd (KIOCL), the Supreme
Court today allowed it to con-
tinue its mining activities in
Karnataka till 2005, but
warned that mining would
have to be carried out in al-
ready broken up area.
A Bench comprising Chief

Justice, Mr B.N. Kirpal, Mr
Justice Y.K. Sabharwal and
Mr Justice Arijit Pasayat
passed the order much to the
relief of the company, which
has been facing uncertainties
over its immediate future due
to the allegation that it was
carrying on mining activity in
the forest area in violation of
apex court orders.
KIOCL had pleaded that it

should be allowed to continue
mining till 2006 on the
ground that it had to meet
several international commit-
ments.
Appearing for the compa-

ny, senior advocate Mr K.K.
Venugopal had submitted
that when the company was
set up in 1969, it had a 30-
year lease and the agreement
gave it the option to extend
the mining lease.
He said the company had

been taking a number of steps
so as not to pollute the envi-
ronment. The counsel said
the State Government had re-
peatedly stated that it had no
objection to the company car-
rying on its mining activity till
2006.



By Our Staff Correspondent

TUMKUR, NOV. 8 Youth For Na-
ture, a Tumkur-based environ-
mental organisation, has urgedthe Government to notify the
area under mining by the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore CompanyLtd. (KIOCL) in the Kudre-
mukh National Park as part of
the park.
The President of the orga-

nisation, S. Praveen, told press- forest by 2005.
persons here on Friday that the
Supreme Court judgement
against allowing mining by township immediatelyKIOCL beyond 2005 had saved
the park which was one of the
25 biodiversity hotspots of the
world.
The Government should ini-

tiate steps to acquire back
parts of the park where miningwas allowed.
The portions, which had

been de-notified, should be re-
notified as parts of the park so
that the laws governing nation-

(Dec)
re KIOCL mining!

area part of park'
al parks would apply to them
in future.
Temporary reservation of

the judgement by the court on
a plea by KIOCL would not
pose any hurdle, he
contended.

Mr. Praveen said KIOCL had
occupied land for a township.The Government should trans-
fer the land to the Forest De-
partment for converting it into

The company could be
asked to move away from the

He said the Wildlife First
headed by KM. Chinnappa,
environmentalist, had filed a
petition against mining by
KIOCL in the apex court based
on which, the closure of
mining was ordered.
The environmental organisa-tions would start an agitation if

the Government delayed noti-
fying the mining area as part ofthe park, he added,



0 4
over laying of roads

in Kudremukh National Park
By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 12.
Environmental groups have
expressed concern over the
Karnataka Government's
proposal to lay a network of
roads in some parts of the
Kudremukh National Park. The
roads are being laid by the
forest department for access
deep inside the park.
Wildlife First and many

other non-governmental
organisations have appealed to
the Karnataka Government to

stop the project immediately
and preserve the sanctity of
the natural landscape by
declaring the Kudremukh
region as India's first roadless
wilderness area.

In a letter, they have urged
the State Government to save
the Kudremukh forests from
all development activities and

provide additional field staff
for patrolling.
A detailed plan should be

drafted to restore the roads to
their natural rainforest

ecosystem.
Roads in the hilly grasslands

and the 'shola' forests have

damaged hundreds of trees
and resulted in the removal of

grass cover from slopes.
The roads formed in the

stcep terrain of Kudremukh,
when exposed to heavy rain,
are susceptible to heavy soil
erosion.
The roads also fragment

wildlife habitat and open up
new forest areas for illegal
activities such as timber
smuggling and wildlife
poaching, according to
Wildlife First.

Laying of new roads or
reviving the old ones, which
are now covered with thick
undergrowth, will cause
damage to the terrestrial and
aquatic ecosystem. <

Some areas of Kudremukh
forests have not been
subjected to intensive human
pressures due to
inaccessibility. Opening up
these areas will contradict the

very purpose of declaring this

region as a national park for
the preservation of the flora
and fauna of the region.

Hundreds of people trek in
the roadless hill ranges of
Kudremukh.
Formation of a road

network will discourage nature
lovers, conservationists point
oul.

A long-term solution for
providing protection to these
forests from fire and illegal
activities would be through
establishing regular anti-
poaching camps with
sufficient staff in the remote
forest areas.
There are several examples

of wildlife reserves with similar
terrain and habitat where
effective protection has been
provided by the forest
department without laying any
roads.
Wildlife First, in its letter,

quoted examples of the
Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanctuary,
the Eravikulam National Park
and the Silent Valley National
Park.



Centre may extend
KIOCL mining 7
licence temporar ly
¢ \ Business Times Bureau 5

BANGALORE: The Kudrembkh
Iron Ore Company Limited (KIO-
CL), whose 30-yearmining licence
gets over on July 24, is likely to:get
a temporary reprieve. Although,.the
Central governmentwill not extend
its licence, Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited is likely to get a
'temporary work permit' for one to
two years, highly placed soukces

"The chairman and the matag-
ing director of the company, S.Mu-
rari, is currently in Delhi pursuing
thematter,with hardly a week left,"
said a source.
The temporary work permit'will

allow the public sector company,
which was caught in an envifon-
mental wrangle, to continue; its
mining activities, but not allow for
any further prospecting for the
time being.It is understood theball
has entered the court of the Central
government after the Karnafaka
government- which was initially
opposed to extension of the licence

Apparently, the change of heart
was brought about by a cominit-

crore each year for 10 years, to the
state exchequer for the maihte-
nance of Kudremukh National

riphery lies the mining area. The
state government also realised that
the non-extension of the hcénce
would render company's 2,400 em-

Interestingly, the Central min-
istry of environment had also heen
opposing the extension because of

in the area on the Western Ghats

haye destroyed the flora and farin:

told The Times ofIndia.

- relented.

ment by the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited to pay Rs 2 4

Park in Chikmagalur, in whose,

ployees on election eve.

its belief that the open-cast

and close to the Arabian Sea could

pes



"Poll: 20.000 it'Kudre
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, SEPT 3. Nearly 20,000
people living inside the
Kudremukh national park in
Chikmagalur District have
decided to boycott the
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections protesting against the
threat of their being evicted
from the park.

Stating this at a press
conference, the convenor of
the Karnataka Vimochana
Ranga, Mr. S.Sundar said the
direct action proposed by the
inhabitants of the park was
inevitable as their repeated
plea to all political parties to
protect their interests had not
evoked any response.

He said his organisation in
association with five others
such as the Adivasi Girijana
Hitarakshana Samithi from
Sringeri, the Nellibeedu
Samrakshana Samithi, from
Karkala, the Belthangadi
Refugees Association, the
Karnataka Rajya Raith Sangh
and the Girijana Mahila Sangh
had decided to hold a protest
rally at Sringeri on September 6-
to demand the immediate
withdrawal of permission given
to develop the national park,
withdrawal of permission to
mine given to the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd and the
assurance from the'
Government that the
inhabitants, a (majority of who

Soke

were Girijans) would not be
evicted from the purview of the
national park. Mr. Sundar said
nearly 20,000 people from five
taluks in Chikmagalur and
Dakshina Kannada Districts,
who were living on the
periphery of the proposed
national park for the last few
years with almost no basic
amenities. were now exposed to
the threat of being evicted. He
said the forest officials who
had already demarcated the
national park area after fixing
boundaries had served notices
on the people living inside the
park area asking them to move
out of it. They had also sought
suggestions to fix the quantum
of compensation but they

a

mukh plan boycott
could not make any headway
in this regard as majority of the
inhabitants refused to shift
from the national park area
while others demanded an
exhorbitant compensation.

Mr. Sundar said the Union
Ministry of Environment and
Forest had renewed the
permission given to the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Ltd
Corporation to mine the
ecologically-sensitive area of
Nellibeedu ignoring the
objection filed by the State
Government against the
issuance of permission on the
ground that it would cause a
serious ecological imbalance in
the Western Ghats belt.



ming in Kudremukh angers

(ber for 'infringements on theWildlife Act 1972' com-

"mitted by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd

the support of Japanese NGOs to lobby for a ban in

their country on iron ore imported from Kudremukh.

The valley, located in the Chikmagalur district of

Karnataka, has been declared a national park since it

eis one of the rare species of 'shola' (thick forest
valley

with hill-tops covered by grasslands), endemic only to

_
the Western Ghats in India.With KIOCL getting a

ear's extension of their mining lease in July, environ-

@-mentalists are particularly concerned over the fact

that the decision has been taken completely ignoring

switch its cuisine?'

greens

Octo park" and therefore recommended to "bring to a halt

all mining activities within the national park on July
27, 1999." This was the original date on which the 30-

year lease, initiated in 1969 was supposed to expire.
While theWildlife Act makes the CWW's permis-

in sion mandatory for decisions like this, he seems to

have been overruled in the decision of the environ-

mentministry at the Centre.
The KIOCL's contention that the loss of flora/fau-

na in the reservoir area will be fully made up by its

sustained green belt programme is not convincing the

Greens,who contend that the species planted i.e. aca-

cias, silver oak and eucalyptus, are not indigenous to

the valley. Therefore they will not be accepted by the

wild animals. As an annoyed Leo Saldanha, coordina-

tor-trustee of Environment Support Group says,

"How can you expect 4 lion-tailed macaque, Just one

of the rare wildlife species present in the forests, t

The Times of India News Service
By Swati Sucharita

vator of forests datedMarch 17, theCW has con

luded that "the continuance fmining activities will

roups are planningBANGALORE:
be injurious to the existence ofwildlife in the

to file a PIL (public interest litigation) in early

ormining in the Kudremukh Valley
The petitioners, including the Bangalore-based En-

vironment Support Group,
are plan ing to rope

objections of the chief wildlife
warden ( ww) ot

the
>

ot In an unofficial note to the principal chief conser
'Karnataka

he



Slurry lea
SHIMOGA, AUG 6 The damage done
by the leakage of iron slurry from
the pipeline of the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd (KIOCL) to
the Western Ghats seems to be in
calculable if the findmgs of a
study team are any indication
[he 12 member study team

from the Karnataka Vimochana
Ranga (KVR) comprising journal
ists and social workers recently
visited the area where the pipe
lune leaked to assess the impact
on the fragile eco system of the
Western Ghats in the hight of per
mission extended to the KIOCL to
mine in the area for one more
year
The team toured the area ex

tensively, and after collecting
first hand information concluded
that the damage done to the En
nehole a tnbutary of the Sou
parnika river - which has been
highly polluted by the leakage
is a matter of serlous concern
The level ofpollution mn the Enne
hole, which 1s the only source of
potable water to the people resid
ing on its banks, is to be seen to
be believed Thick layers of tron
slurry floating in the tnbutary
have rendered the water unfit for
consumption
The 97 km long pipeline laid

between the work spot at Kudre
mukh m Chikmagalur District
and the port in Mangalore 30
years ago to transport the tron
slurry appears to have outlived its
utility and become obsolete if the
leakages at several pomts are any
indication The repair of the prpe
line does not appear to be a pri
ority on the KIOCL's agenda as 1t

cannot be done effectively con
sidering the poor condition of the
pipeline
Further, frequent landslides in

the forest make 1t difficult to spot
the location of the pipelines as in
some points it is as deep as eight

er of iron slurry blocking
the f ow of the Ennehole.

k causes incalculable daniage
By Pramod Mellegattiaxl

a AyD

¥ x

~

y x

The Ennehole, a tributary of the Soupamika, has become
leak in the slurry pipeline of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited People on

the banks of the tributary have no other sources of drinking water.
metres To get down to the dam
aged pipeline the workers will
have to go to a depth of 20 metres
Invariably the repatring work be
comes risky The sertousness of
the leakage came to light in 1996
when three temporary coolies en
gaged by a private contractor for
repairing a leak in the pipelines
were buried alive in a landshde
The only solution appears to be

to replace the pipeline complete
ly The question 1s whether the
KIOCL will do so as tts mining ls

cence has been extended for a
year only It 1s stated that the
KIOCL can think of repairing the
damaged pipeline only if the per
mission 1s extended for at least 20
years
Mr SSundara a KVR activist,

says that the seriousness of the
leakage which was noticed at Ka
nyalu near Nooralubettu in Kar
kala taluk can be gauged from the
fact that the leakage on a partic
ular day (July 26) was as much as
4,000 tonnes against the trans
porting capacity of 15,000 tonnes
of iron slurry per day He says that
as the pipeline passes through the
Kudremukh National Park for a
distance of nearly 40 km, it has
posed a potential threat to the
forest in the park area He says
that its vulnerability to the threat
arises from the leakages the
pipeline which he says have pol
luted the Ennehole
The level of pollution at Kanya

lu is a matter of serious concern
as the effluents are carned for a
length ot 20 km downstream of
the river Mr Sundara says that

according to the local people the
first victims the river since the
leakage m the prpeline started
were fish and frogs, which have
now become nonexistent He
points out that the Biological Ox
ide Demand (BOD) and the
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)
of the river water have come
down drastically owing to the pol
lution which might have caused
the fish and frog kill
He alleges that the callousness

of the KTOCE is such that 1t had
not bothered to warn the people
about the ferrous contents the
river owing to the leakage As
there is no other source of water,
the people in the area have been
forced to consume the untreated
and polluted water
Mr Sundara ridicules the claim

made by the KIOCL that tt has not
caused the pollution of the nver
"If it is so, then why should it hft
the water from the nearby Sita nv
er for consumption of its staff
its colony instead of using the
Bhadra waters?' he asks He says
that the ' official' 1ron content in
the Bhadia 1s 0 58 mg against the
normal permitted level of 03 mg,
which shows the health hazard
that the people downstream of
the Bhadra are exposed to He al
leges that although the KIOCL has
a reserve of Rs 600 crores to clean
the Bhadra it has hardly taken up
the cleaning exercise so far

Questioning the propriety of
the Government extending the
muning lease (mainly out of con-
sideration for nearly 2,500 work
ers, who would be thrown out of

polluted due to the

employment otherwise), Mr Sun
dara says the KIOCL should have
made alternative arrangement to
rehabilitate the workers for it 1s
well known that they were
recruited for a specific period of
30 years till the expiry of the lease
period
Mr Sundara cautions that the

further consequences will be di-
sastrous 1f the Government vields
to pressure and extends permis
sion to mine for 20 years Besides
the KIOCL appears to be no more
interested in continuing its oper
ations on its own as its manage
ment has reportedly sought
disinvestment

He says that a U S-based com
pany has been retained by the
KIOCL as its consultant, to hurry
through the privatisation process
Before embarking on it, he says
the KIOCL 1s trying to acquire new
areas such as Gangadikallu and
Nellibeedu, for fresh mining and
it has been trying to obtain per
mission to do deep mining in the
existing mines He says that the
area which has been already
identified as earthquake prone,
will face the
threat of frequent earthquakes if
deep mining is permitted
Mr Kalkuli Vitthal Hegde, an

environmentalist who led the
study team, says that the KIOCL
should consider the one year ex
tension period as a tume to 'pack
off He warns of a dangerous im
pact on the Western Ghats if the
mining is allowed beyond one
year

wit



Greens refute KIOCL's conservation claim

rary working permission for the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL), a public sec-
tor unit, to continue mining operations in the
Wester Ghats has come in for criticism from
environmentalists.
. The only way to ensure protection of the
region was to ask the unit to leave the place,
they said.
Reacting to a report in The Hindu dated Oc-

tober 12 saying that the Government has de-
cided to renew the permission given to the
KIOCL to undertake mining, the Chikmagalur
based environmentalists, Mr. S.Girija Shankar
and Mr. D.V.Girish, have contested the claim
of the unit that it has been protecting the envi-
ronment in the Western Ghat region of Chik-
magalur District.
Speaking to this correspondent over phone

on Thursday, they termed the claim reportedly
made by the Executive Director of the KIOCL,
Mtr. K.V.Thyagarajan, that his concern had tak-
en pollution control measures as false and
added that the damage done by the unit to the.

Western Ghats, Shola forests, and the Tunga
and Bhadra was of grave concern.
They alleged that the KOCL had destroyed

her"
thick forests for the approach roads to the iron
ore reserves and contested the claim that it
had taken up afforestation in place of the for-
ests destroyed.
The unit had raised mono-cultured species

such as acacia, casuarina and eucalyptus,
which were not suited to the malnad region.
Alleging that the KIOCL has destroyed the

salubrious climate of the region, they ques-
tioned the wisdom of having allowed mining
operations in the ecologically sensitive West-
ern Ghat region, which 'formed the backbone
of the eco-system of the State'.
The claim of implementing a master plan

for forestry and ecology drawn out by Mr.
Y.M.L.Sharma, former Chief Conservator of
Forests, was not true.
It was also false that 75 lakh saplings had

been planted on the hills and areas after

mining. [t was an attempt to hoodwink the

public.
They said that the claim of the KIOCL that it

let out mine wash after filtering was far from
true if the heavy deposition of ferrous con-
tents and colouring of water of the Bhadra was
any indication.
They alleged that the Tunga and Bhadra,

considered to be the "'lifelines" of the State,

were threatened by the mining operations.
They said that the occurence of earthquakes in
the region, which were not common, could be
attributed to mining.

Our Staf Correspondent
SHIMOGA, OCT. 15. The decision to give

Tt was ridiculous that the KIOCL had pro-
posed to undertake an environmental impact
study by the National Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute (NEER]) of Nagpur
and by the Wildlife Institute of Dehradun as
the fragile ecosystem of the region had been

undergoing destruction for 30 years.
Such studies did not have relevance, if the

local environmental organisations were not
associated.

They said it was unfortunate that the KIOCL
had sacrificed the environment of the region
by seeking extension of the permission for
mining operations for the sake of nearly 3,000
employees. It should instead be asked to shift
its operations elsewhere.

The Western Ghat region had suffered heavy
losses in 1966, when nearly 260 sq.km of the
Bhagawati forest was destroyed in a fire.

A study had found out that hardly four per
cent of the region had natural forests. If the
remaining forests was: destroyed, it could not
be regenerated.
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Kudremukh ¢
VINAY MADHAV
BANGALORE NOV 8

THE Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL),
which has been conducting
mining operations at Ku-
dremukh in Chikmagalore for
the last 30 years, is likely to
face rough weather, after an
year

Though the Ministry of En-
vironment and Forests
-(MoEF) has extended themin-
ing lease, which lapsed on July
29, theMoEF, while issuing the
temporary working permit,
ruled out any commitment on
the part of
nal approval to extend the
lease.

In the first place, the Centre
has granted temporaryworking
permission only in the already

rage

the Centre for fi-

1/44

broken up area of 1452
hectares for either a period of
one year or until a final notifi-
cation for Kudremukh Na-
tional Park (KNP) has been
issued, whichever comes
first.

The Centre has also di-
rected the State to finalise the
process of final notification of
the KNP during this
nod.

The Survey of India will be
conducting a survey and de-
Marcating the boundaries of
the KNP during this pe-
Hod.

Meanwhile, following the
Centres direction, the Ku-
dremukh Wildlife Division
Deputy Conservator of Forests
(DCF) Madhu Sharma has
warned KIOCL against break-
ing up any fresh areas at Ku-

pe-

dremukh.
"The boundary of broken have to

area will be demarcatedimme-
diately on the ground, and pil-
lars be erected.
A map of this will be pre-

pared and signed by KIOCL
authorities and Forest Depart-
ment officials.

Fhe cost of the survey and
the erection of the pillars will
be borne by the KIOCL,"
Madhu Sharma stated.

Madhu Sharma has also
asked KIOCL to give an under-
taking stating that company
would not violate any of
the clauses of the Forest Con-
servation Act of 1980 and
Wildlife Protection Act of
1972 during this period and
also bear the cost of environ-
ment impact assessment and
impact on wildlife studies at

-to him to exclude

0 may face rough weather.
Kudremukh. KTOCE will also

and comply with any othér de-
mand made by the State og
Centre during the tempo-
rary working permission pe-

pay the lease rent

riod.
FINAL NOTIFICATION:

'Meanwhile, the Gavernment is
getting ready to issue a final no-
tification on the Kudremukh
National Park and has ap- .

pointed the Chikmagalur As- -

sistant Commissioner (AC) to
survey the area.

Along with the people liv-
ing in and around the Na-
tional Park, -the KIOCL also, .

has submitted a statement of
objection to the AC, appealing

Nellibeedu
and Gangrikal areas from the :

purview of the National
Park

3



KIOCL / DISINVESTMENT PLANNED IN TWO PHASES .

Joint venture partner sought for equity
By M.Raghuram

MANGALORE, NOV. 29. The Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Limited (KIOCL), the first
core sector company to be started with part
international funding, is now looking for
international partners such as the Chinese
and the Japanese. It is said that the KIOCL
will become a joint venture after the pro-
posed two phase disinvestment of stocks.
The company has had mixed fortunes in

the 23 years of its existence, and is now set
to become a future world leader in iron ore
exports, The disinvestment pattern, which
is being worked presently envisages that
the Government will nold 5! per cent
stakes, which will keep the interests of the
country intact in steel sector exports.
Why KIOCL has now attracted the East-

emmarket has been attributed to its strate-
gic positioning. China and Korea, which
aie the main esporters of steehin Asia and

KIOCL ds 8 Mule
ical source to import from, one of the main
inputs in the import costs being transpor-
tation and labour as the KIOCL has com-
pletely mechanised its operations in both
concentration and pellet forms, the labour
input works out to be very economical. The
importers do not mind even if the iron-ore
available at Kudremukh is of low grade (36-
38 per cent) as the overheads will compen-
sate for the grade. The Kudremukh range of
the Western Ghats has always been a fa-
vourite hunting grounds for iron ore for
miners from the Mysore Regency.
Prospecting for minerals in the Old My-

sore state was never easy. Prospectors on
horseback and some "ironmen'" such as
late Sampath Iyengar of the Mysore Regen-
cy, discovered vast expanses of iron ore in
1913 in the Aroli Gangamooia range of the
Western Ghats. Iyengars studies indicated
that the range had over. 700 million tonnes
of iron ore and further prospecting showed
that the adjacent range in Gangrikal and
Nellibeedu also had similar reserves which
the KIOCL acquired on lease for 25 years.
The actual mining was supposed to have

been taken up under the funding of MAR-
CONA of the U.S. and the MON group in
Japan. But after the final pilot project, the

Bae: Ba lah a es
mote

The Kudremukh iron Ore Company Limited, which is entering an intemational
phase in its operations.

proposal was shelved due to inaction. At
this point, the Government of Iran under
the Shah's regime shared keen interest in
the project. Under an agreement, the Gov-
ernment of Iran paid $ 630 million for set-
ting up the concentration plant at
Kudremukh. But, half way the project suf-
fered a setback due to the political crisis in
Tran. As it was destined to be a completely
Indian project, the Government of India
completed the plant at Kudremukh and at
Mangalore with no cost and time over-
runs.
The KIOCL's concentration plant adopt-

ed one of the most modern technologies
which was on par with most advanced
iron-ore companies in developed coun-
tries. This made the KIOCL, a 100 per cent
export oriented unit which status it main-
tains even today. The recent ISO 9002 certi-
fication was. another feather in its cap.
Earning forex of $ 150 million per annum,
the company has been recording consis-
tent growth in its turnover from Rs.116
crores during 1988-89: to Rs. 548 crores in
1998-99.

The company had its share of conflicts
with the ever vigilant environmental lobby
in the district.
adopted pollution control measures in its
day-to-day operational repertoire right
from day one. Considering the magnitude
of mining operations, the damage to the
environment was restricted to the bare
minimum.
The company by using earthen technol-

ogy, constructed a dam across one of the
tributaries of the Bhadra to arrest solid
waste in the mining operations and to sup-
ply water for the project. The dam cost the
company Rs. 116 crore. The company has
also evolved a monitoring system formain-
taining quality water in the reservoir.
During monsoons the excess water is al-

lowed to overflow through a tunnel spill-
way into the Bhadra river after stringent
monitoring is done of the quality of water
and the level of the tailing deposit. Special
care is also taken to check the carriage of
loose-mined material with the help of two
separate dams in the valleys ensuring that
only clean water flows into the Bhadra riv-

But, the company had

er. Such a natural filtering process of the
river water has been adopted perhaps for
the first time in the country.
To maintain the ambient quality of air in

the project site, the company has a fleet of
truck-mounted sprinklers deployed in the
mining area to continuously sprinkle water
over the mine haul roads and to suppress
the dust arising out of the movement of
heavy equipment during the dry season.
The KIOCL has gone one step further in
eco-preservation in its plant site and has
been continuously filling discarded areas
with trees and vegetation under the guid-
ance of Mr. Y.M.L. Sharma, who retired as
Chief Conservator of Forests.
A master plan for replenishing the lost

forest cover has also been systematically
implemented by the company. It has plant-
ed 75 million saplings of which 60 per cent
are flourishing and have covered the bald
hills with thick foliage. It has also signed a,
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Mangalore University to identify rugged lo-
cal varieties of trees for planting in the
mine-abandoned places.
The KIOCE has also been confirmed with

the prestigious Abheraj Baldote environ-
ment award by the Federation of Indian
Mineral Industries for its outstanding con-
tribution to the national goal of sustainable
development through environmental con-
servation and rational utilisation of natural
resources. The KIOCL has not forgotten its
roots and has laid out a herbal garden in six
acres near the KIOCL township, which has
become a research site for many botany
students in Mangalore University.
The philosophy of the company, accord-

ing to Mr.K.V.Thyagarajan Executive Direc-
tor, is co-existence of nature and nature's
bounty for the welfare of society without
sacrificing the environment.

Mr.Thyagarajan is positive that with the
reserves being in abundance, with the envi-
ronmental feasibility being determined
and the company being committed beyond
questionable levels, it is time that KIOCL
should have an international partner in its
operations and for equity participation.



Efvironmentalists plan rally at Kudremukh
+

[By Our Staff Correspondent
SHIMOGA, MAY 3. A rally is being or-
ganised at Kurdremukh in Chik-
magalur "District on May 8 to
request the Government not to
renew permission given for
mining to the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Corporation Ltd (KIOCL) - a
public sector undertaking -
which expires in June, and to pro-
test against the proposed devel-
opment of the Kudremukh
Nat.onal Park, as both are inum
ical" to the environment of the
Western Ghat region
The rally 1s beng organised un

der the jomt auspices of the Kar-
nataka Vimochana Rang, the
Adivasi Giryana Hitarakshana Sa-
mithi, the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sanga, the Tunga Moola Ulisi Ho-
rata Samithi (Save the Ongin of
the Tunga Action Commitice)
and the Nellibeedu Samiakshana
Samithi, and will be followed by a
seminar at Sringeri on May 10 and
laying "'siege' to the Aranya Bha-
van in Bangalore on May 12.

Stating this at a press confer-
ence here on Wednesday, the
convenot of the Karnataka Vimo
chana Rang, Mr Kalkul Vitthal
Hegde, said that such a protest
had become inevitable as the
numing conducted by KIOCL in
and around Kudremukh in the

past 30 years had Levchle1racy.
lable damage to the flora and fau-
na in the verdant Western Ghats
which, of late, had become fragile
environmentally due to over-ex-
ploitation of its natural resources.
He said that continuous mining

had not only destroyed the bio-
diversity of the Western Ghats,
but also polluted the Bhadra river
making the water unfit for drink-
ing m some parts downstream
He satd the heavy iron content in
the water had gravely atfected the
crops on either side of the river
Mr Hegde said the bio diversi

ty of the Western Ghats, which
had been identified as one of the
18 "hot spots' in the world, had
been threatened severely because
of the mining.
The lion-tailed macaque. 32 per

cent of which were to he found
only in the Western Ghats, were
on the verge of extinction because
of the unsafe habitat. Five unique
varieties of fish found only: in the
Bhadra river had become extinct.
He said the 30-year lease period

for mining which expired last
June was extended only by a year
As the expiry date was approach
ing, hectic efforts were being
made to renew permission for
mining for a longer period He
cautioned that the Government
would be guilty of damaging the

ecology and environment of the
Western Ghats if it yielded to
pressure to renew mining oper-
ations.
Mr. Hegde said what was more

disturbing was that the KIOCL
proposed to take up the mining
operations in Nellibeedu and
Gangadikallu, which formed the
origin of the Tunga and Bhadra
rivers, as the areas mined had al-
ready exhausted the ore content
If the KIOCL was given permis
sion to mine in these new areas it
would ' be suicidal' for these riv
ers as they would dry up com
pletely
He said environmentalists were

also opposed to the construction
of a 90-feet dam across the Katt.-
gehole - the main tributary of
the Bhadra river - for impound-
ing water for power generation as
it would lead to serious depletion
of water in the river course.
Although the KIOCL had been

incurring losses, attempts were
being made to project it as a prof-
it-making unit with the sole in-
tention of selling it to a U.S-based
company This was borne out by
the fact that the National Mineral
Development Corporation
(NMDC) had been asked to with-
draw its irvestment in KIOCL

Mr. Hegde criticised the pro-
posed development of the Kudre-

mukh National Park in an area of
1.58,000 acres in Sringeri, Koppa
and Mudigere taluks in Chikma-
galur District, and in Belthangady
and Karkala in Udupi District,
stating that this was being done to
encourage multinationals to set
up hotels and resorts, which
would have no genuine concern.

He said this would lead to the },
eviction of nearly 20,000 tribal
people residing in the forest area

the area earmarked for the devel 1

opment of the park so far because
the tribal families had assiduously
protected the terrain
Mr Hegde regretted that candi-

dates (irrespective of ther party
affiliations), who had signed an
undertaking during the last As-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections
that they would support the ag-
tation against renewing permis-
sion to the KIOCL for mining had.
chosen to become non-committal '

after the elections. 3

The State President of the Kar-
nataka Vimochana Rang,
Mr.Chandraskehar Goramal, said
it was only by discouraging
KIOCL from undertaking mmuing
operations and by not developing
the national park that the ecolog-

to protect wildlife.

The forest had remained intact un

ical balance im the Western Gh
could be maintained



AD'Don't ren
an
new{ mining»

contract of KIOCL'
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA APRIL 15. The Nature
Conservation Guild and the Wild
Cat.C have urged the Union Gov-
ernment not to renew the mining
contract of the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL) after
it expired on July 24.
In a pressnote, the convenor of

the guild, Mr. B.S.Narasimhamur-
thy, and the convenor of the Wild
Cat.C, Mr. K.R.Aravind, said that
the efforts of the KIOCL to get the
contract renewed was a matter of
concern, and the company's
plans to get more areas in the
Western Ghats for mining was
"disturbing".
They demanded an inquiry into

the manner in which the KIOCL
managed to secure mining rights
in the name of "exploratory
mining" in the 900-hectare area
at Nellibeedu in the Kudremukh
National Park. The company had
damaged the bio-diversity of the
area by laying roads and by tree
felling. They said that the compa-
ny, selected for the Friend of En-
vironment Award, had destroyed
natural forests on the plea that it
would develop "compensatory"
forests.
Having damaged the. eco-sys-

tem of the Western Ghat region,
the KIOCL was "eyeing" the Gan-
gadikallu area for mining. If it
succeeded in its efforts, the Bha-
dra would be threatened, they
said.

the pipeline between Kudremukh
and Mangalore for transporting
iron ore slurry for which the 60-
feet-wide roads were laid in vio-
lation of the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Act and the Forest Act.

The environmentalists took ex-
ception to the approval given by
the Karnataka State Pollution |.

Control Board to the construction
of a dam across the Kabigehole by
the KIOCL even after the partici-
pants at the public hearing held
for the purpose opposed the pro-
ject unanimously.

They urged the Forest Minister
to initiate legal action against the
KIOCL for destroying the forests. .

Huge tracts of forest land was
destroyed following the repairs on
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y, Forest Dept. opposes Shere:

-denotification move
By Gur Staff Correspondent.

MANGALORE, MAY 18. The Forest Department has ex
pressed its opposition to the Government's move to
denotify the Kudremukh national park area in the
Western Ghats. This assumes significance in view of
the Government coming under pressure to lease the
area for mining.
The Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited

(KIOCL) has been hoping to exploit the rich mineral
reserves in Gangrikal and Nellibeedu.
The State Government had sought the opinion of

the department on denotifying the area, which is
spread over Dakshina Kannada, Udupi, Chikmaga-
lur and Shimoga districts. The World Wildlife Feder-
ation has identified the Western Ghats range that
includes the Kadremukh national park among the 14
hot spots of the world for its bio-diversity.
Following strong lobbying from the mining com-

panies, the Centre had directed the State Govern-
ment to take steps to de- notify the Gangrikal and
Nellibeedu areas coming under Kudremukh nation-
al park. The State Government referred the matter to
the Forest Department.
Expressing its opposition, in its report, the depart-

ment has said: 'There are no other forest areas in
Karnataka more deserving than Kudremukh to be
declared as a national park."
The Chikmagalur Deputy Commissioner is report-

ed to have sent a Rs. 5,000-crore rehabilitation plan Resource Potential and Sustainable Utilisation

for the dwellers of national park area But the Forest
Department has said that there was no need to shift
the people hving inside the national park area as
their activities posed no threat to the flora and fauna.

It is said that the letters received from the State
Government indicated its intention to denotify the
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu reserves and also to ex-
tend the lease period to 10 years for KIOCL.
Meanwhile, the department has slapped a fine of

Rs. 5 lakhs on the KIOCL for carrying out unspecified
work which posed threat to forests.
The Bio-diversity Initiative Trust, headed by Prof.

S.A.Hussain, who has written to Mr. Nagaraj Shetty,
Additional Chief Secretary and Principal Secretary,
Department of Forests and Ecology, about the work
in the national park area, has said that the area was
endowed with rich flora and fauna, which were not
found in any other place in the southern peninsula.
Also, it was one of the hot spots identified under

the Treaty of the Biodiversity Convention to which
India was a signatory, he said.
The treaty stipulated the signatory country should

take measures to preserve its diverse resources. This
made it binding on India's part to ensure that the:
area was not decimated.
The trust has come out with valuable data about

the rich biodiversity of the area in its book Biodi-
versityofthe Western Ghats Complex ofKarnataka
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Save Tunga, Bhadra'
yjatha launched
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, DEC. 25. A 10-day "Save
Tunga and Bhadra Rivers" jatha
was launched here on Saturday
under the auspices of the Tunga
Bhadra Ulisi Horata Okkoota to
enlighten the people about the
imminent threat to the sources of
these rivers.

The General Secretary of the
State Kamataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha, Mr. H.R.Basavarajappa,
who formally inaugurated the
jatha by beating a drum at the
Ameer Ahmed Circle, emphasised
the need to organise people for a
sustained struggle against the re-
ported move of the Union and
State Governments to renew
mining license of the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Corporation Ltd.
(KIOCL) for the next 20 years.

He warned that the sources of
the Tunga and the Bhadra which
were the lifeline of the State
would dry up completely if
mining was allowed to be taken
up in Gangadikallu and Nellibee-
du in their vicinity.
The Secretary of the Karnataka

Vimochana Ranga, Mr. K.L.Ashok,
said that the jathas which were set
off on foot by volunteers of as
many as 35 environmental orga-
nisations simultaneously in Chik-
magalur, Shimoga, Davangere,
Bellary, Koppal and Raichur dis-
tricts.
These districts are situated on

the banks of the Tunga and the
Bhadra. The jathas were to create
awareness among people about
pollution of the two rivers caused
by the release of the effluents by
industries on their banks.

inaugurating the'
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urvey of
Kudremukh
Park ordered

By Our Staff Correspondent
UDUPI, JUNE 30. Mr. Gaurav (upta,
Wednesday directed the AssistantoOmmissioner and the Forest De-

The Deputy Commissioner wasPresiding over the District Co-or-dination Committee meetingere,
The Forest Department officials

While the neighbouring districthad sent a Teport, no report fromUdupi District had yet been sent,The Assistant Comunissioner

Deputy Commissioner, on &

partment officials to jointly con-

Nationa
Survey of

duct an insPection andathe Kudremukh Park

Said th

Natio
d

e
di-recte areport regardi g theof the ark

The time tset by the SuPreme
to it in a year

Court fast

Said that he had sought the detailsof survey numbers in the areafrom the Forest Department, butso far he had not
sponse, Th Forest Department

got any Te-

this by sayingwas impossible to give de-tails of Survey numbers, Mr. Gup-ta then asked the AC and thedepartment officials to workjointly and resolve the matter.Mr. Gupta directed the districtofficials to take seriously anymat-

such atrocities could be given tohim by the Superintendent of Po-lice. Mr. Gupta asked the depart-mental heads to prepareProposals for Construction ofeir offices on government landavailable in the city.

otticials countered
that it

ter regarding atrocities Committedon
in the TribeA report about



/Nimochana Ranga to protest in Bangalore :

SHIMOGA, JULY 21. The Karnataka
Vimochana Ranga in association
with other organisations has de-
cided to hold a demonstration in

Bangalore on Monday when

mining license of the Kudremukh
'Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL)
expires, to press the Government
not to renew it (license) in view of
the incalculable "damage" it has
caused to the eco-system in the
Western Ghat region.
The Vice-President of the State

unit of the Vimochana Ranga, Mr.

§.Sundara, in a release here on

Friday said that the volunteers of
various progressive organisations
from Shimoga, Davangere, Hos-

pet, Chikmagalur and Raichur
would participate in the demon-
stration.
He said that while the surrepti-

tious meetings being held by the
Union and the State Govern-
ments at various levels to favour-

ably consider the request by the

KIOCL for renewal of license for
another 20 years had been a mat-
ter of concern with the reported
leak of a pipe carrying iron slurry
had aggravated damage to natural
resources in the forest area.

He said it was ironical that the
Union Government had chosen
the KIOCL for its National Envi-
ronmenta] Award despite the fact
that the Forest Department had
served a notice and levied a fine
of Rs.5 lakhs on it for having
caused damage to forest area.

Detailing the efforts made by
various environment organisa-
tions to mobilise public opinion
against the renewal of mining li-
cense of the KIOCL, Mr. Sundara
said that his organisation in asso-
ciation with the Adivasi Girijana
Hitarakshana Samithi held a

demonstration in front of the
Chief Principal Conservator of
Forest in Bangalore in May last

urging him to take steps to stop
mining in the Western Ghatt re-

gion.

He said that he had assured the
demonstrators that mining li-
cense would not be allowed to be
renewed and had even shown the
recommendation made by the
Secretary to Forest Department to
the Government suggesting that
the license to mine be not renew-
ed. Now that the authorities con-
cerned were silent at a time when
the Government was considering
favourably the renewal of license
only showed that they had yielded
to the pressure tactics of the

KIOCL, he alleged.
He said that the Vimochana

Ranga had been protesting
against mining by the KIOCL ever
since it took up prospective
mining in Nellibeedu and Ganga-
dikallu which formed part of the
Kudremukh National Park in
1992. It organised a "Cycle Jatha"
in 1994 from Sringeri to Hospet to
create awareness among the peo-
ple residing on the banks of the
Tunga and Bhadra about the ex-
tent of pollution being caused by

a

KIOCL activities which entailed"
release of effluents and other re-
sidue into rivers. nBy Our Staf Correspo

He cautioned that the Tunga®
and Bhadra would dry up com-
pletely ifmining resumed as their

places of origin fell near the areas

proposed to be leased out for

deep mining. He said that envi-.
ronment organisations would not
allow mining in the ecologically2
sensitive areas. 30

YO...



By Alladi Jayasri
BANGALORE, JULY 22. With last
Tuesday's leakage of iron ore slur-
ry in the KIOCI's slurry pipeline
passing through dense forests of
the Western Ghats proving to be
more disastrous than it was at
first reported, the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd.'s chances
of getting a fresh 20- year lease on
mining right in the area seem to
be getting slimmer.
Meanwhile, missives from vari-

ous quarters are being sent to the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.Vajpayee,
asking him to refrain from ex-
tending the mining lease to the
KIOCL, its earlier 30-year lease
having ended in July 1999. A 12-
month temporary permit is due to
expire on July 24.
Photographs showing what has

now been termed one of the worst
ecological disasters- the Yenne-
hole river that passes through 23
villages flows black and thick with
slurry have been made avail-
able to The Hindu. The leak oc-
curred near Bajagoli, 3 km off
Kaniala in the Karkala Range,
within the Kudremukh National
Park. It is barely six months since
the Karnataka State Forest De-
partment booked a case against
the KIOCL, for damaging the for-
est by doubling the width of the
existing pipeline tracts inside the
national park, and using heavy
machinery including earthmov-
ers, in violation of the conditions
laid by the department.
Itis now the turn of Sri Bharathi

Theerta Swamiji of Sri Sharada
Peetam, Sringeri, to join the cho-
rus of protests against the move
to extend the mining lease for the
KIOCL.
Emulating Sri Vishwesha

Theerta Swamiji of Pejawar Math,
Udupi, who recently wrote to Mr.
Vajpayce, the Sringeri pontiff has
taken a stern view of the damage
to the water and soil in the West-
ern Ghats region the s

operations withia the Kudieimukh
National Park is causing.
The letter, a copy of which is

available with The Hindu, exhorts
the Prime Minister to listen to the
voice of "the thousands of con-
cerned citizens in around Sringe-ri' which also happens to be the
seat of the first and the most im-
portant of the four Ammnaya
Peethas established by Adi Shan-
Karacharya 1,200 years ago.
The Sringeri pontiff notes that

the news of the request of the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) to
the Karnataka Government to de-
notify all survey numbers under
the Kudremukh National Park to
facilitate continuation of mining
operations by KIOCL is very dis-
turbing.
That additional areas ofGangri-

kal and Nellibeedu are being
sought to be released for mining
operations despite the fact that
Gangrikal is the main catchment
area of the Tunga river (Ganga
Moola), is alarming, the letter
says.
Further, there is ample evi-

dence to show that the mining
operations of KIOCL have pollut-
ed the river Bhadra as well, and
the ecological disturbance caused
could be beyond repair, Sri Bha-
rathi Theertha Swamiji says.
"We are not experts in the field

of ecological studies, but are

'PM urged not to extend
KIOCL mining lease

deeply concerned at the prospect
of the green neighbourhood be-
ing diminished and the pristine
pure water being polluted," the
Swamiji says, urging Mr. Vajpayee
to consider the pros and cons be-
fore issuingmining licences to the
KIOCL.
Another missive is from Wild-

life First, an NGO, that appeals to
Mr. Vajpayee to stop grant of the
mining lease to the KIOCL. The
letter contends that 25 years of
mining activity in the ecologically
sensitive region have only had the
"most minimal gain, The
KIOCL's mining operations are a
classic case of improper siting,
and goes against the agenda set
forth in the National Conserva-
tion Strategy and Policy State-
ment on Environment and
Development.
The KIOCL, according to them,

has violated several conditions
imposed by the State Government
while prospecting for iron ore at
Nellibeedu, apart from which it
has blatantly violated pollution
norms by releasing mine wash in-
to the Bhadra river water from
downstream Bhadra up to Lakka-
valli dam has been found to be 57
per cent magnetic when tested in
a laboratory, Wildlife First alleges.

The Yennehole river, which is thick iron ore slurry a

Sth



tate has no hand in extending KIOCL lease'
HASSAN, JULY 30. The Forest Minis-
ter, Mr. K.H.Ranganath, has said
that a timeframe will be set to dis-
pose of long-pending cases
against smuggling of forest pro-
duce

Addressing a press meet aiter
reviewing the functioning of the
Forest Department here on Sun-
day, Mr. Ranganath said that he
would take up the matter with the
Chief Minister Mr S M Krishna,
the Law Minister, Mi
D.B.Chandre Gowda, and the
Chief Justice of the High Court. As
many as 194 cases against smug-
gling of 27,000 tonnes of sandal-
wood worth nearly Rs. 57 lakhs
had beer pending in Hassan The
value of the pioduce smuggled
from the forests in the State was
high. Stating that the punishment
for such acts should be at least
rigorous imprisonment for three
years and heavy fine he said
that the present laws were insuffi-
cient to deter smuggling
Referring to the problem of lack

of space in the yards of the de-
partment, he said that the rent
collected by the department fiom
the bidders for storming the auc
tioned goods in the yards would

time, interest would be charged
for the arrears. The bidders were
not claiming the goods immedi-
ately after auction, he added.
Stating that there was less

scope for afforestation in the Mal-
nad region with the increase in
the number of coffee plantations,
the minister said that a plan
would be formulated for increas-
ing the revenue from the existing
areas This had to be carried out
by adhering to the Supreme Court
ruling on use of forest produce
The objections raised by the envi-
ronmentalisis should also be con-
sidered. Though there were
enough trees in the region, the
department was not earning reve-
nue
Mi Ranganath said that there

were not enough surveyors to es-
timate the area of encroached for-
est land. As many as 97,000
families had encroached 89,000
hectares of forest land m the
State Most of the encroachments
were made by nearly 125 large
landowners. Instructions had
been issued to the Deputy Com-
missioners to regularise the en-
cioachments made before 1978 as
per a Supreme Court ruling. Evic
thon notices would be issued to

lands after that year.
He said that directions had

been issued to the Forest Depart-
ment officials to make a long-
term plan to prevent elephants
from straying into human hab-
itats in vatious parts of the State
Stating that fragmentation of
their habitat had caused such in-
stances, he said that a suggestion
to provide food to elephants near
watcrholes was being pursued
Digging of trenches and tranquil
lismg of the animals created
problems, he added.
Referring to the extension of

mining lease to the KIOCL by one
year, he said that the decision was
not taken by the State Govern-
ment, and the issue was handled
by the Union Ministry of Environ
ment and Forests. The Govern
ment had proposed to the Centre
that KIOCL be allowed to carry
out mining for 20 years
The ministei said that the forest

cover in the State had increased
by nearly four percent and 1t com-
prised 21 per cent of the total ge-
ographical area. He admitted that
the concept of social forestry had
not become popular, and added
that cffective functioning of the
village forest committees were

He said that the Forest Depart-
ment would try to attract tourists
to various forest resorts and desti-
nations by providing improved
facilities. Steps would be taken to
improve the deer park at Gende-
katte Forest A peacock park
would be established there. The
forests such as Bisale in Hassan
District would be opened up for
tourists, he added.

be increased If it was not paidin those who have encroached forest hampered by certain problemsponde
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DH News Service

BANGALORE, April 21
In what could virtually seal the
future prospects of Kudremukh
Tron Ore Company Limited (Kiocl),
a Rapid Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Report has said
that no mining should be allowed
in Gangdikal and Nellibeedu
areas, The study, commissioned at
the instance of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests to look
into the impact on flora and fauna
of the Kudremukh National Park,
has said it would cause immense
damage to the biodiversity and
water resources in the area.

The opening up of Gangdikal
would have a permanent effect on
the Kudremukh plateau between
northern and southern portions of
the park, besides making an
impact on the Tunga river system
which is at present not under any
influence of mining. This would
also make it totally incompatible
with the existence of a National

A view of the grass lands in Kudremukh national park.
Park in this biodiversity rich
region, the study says. Mining at
Nellibeedu would directly open up
321 hectares(ha) of grasslands and
the unique shola forests.

While Forest Department offi-
cials refused to comment, environ-
mentalists, however, hailed it, stat-
ing that it gives necessary impetus

y

towards preventing mining in pro-
tected areas and that it would be
illegal if the government goes
ahead and extends the lease for
new areas.

The report has been prepared
by a team of ecologists and engi-
neers of the Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Department of Civil

another 20 years.

dampens KIOCL prospects
Engineering, Indian Institute of
Science among other institutions.

Submitted in February 2001 to
the ministry, the report will form
the basis for it to decide on
whether the 30 year lease, which
expired LT} July 1999, should be
renewed It will also decide
whether fresh areas at Gangdikal
and Nellibeedu imside the
Kudremukh National Park should
be given formining.

KIOCL has been pressing for
renewal of the mmung lease for

The proposed
area is about three times the area
(1,233 ha) mined presently. A tem-
porary mining permit for one year
was issued last year allegedly
under pressure from, the Prime
Minister's Office against the wish-
es of Forest Department on condi-
tion that no new areas will be
mined.

The PMO also urged the State
Government to exclude the pro-
posed areas and all other areas
held by KIOCL from the final noti-
fication of the park.

a
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DIA THE TIMES OF INDIA

Rare species of fro¢ found in Kudremukh.\
By Stanley G. Pinto were seen in a torrential

The Times of India News Service
MANGALORE: If one thought that modern
science had explored every inch of the earth,
there is surprise in store.
A new species of frog, endemic to the west-

ern ghats, has been discovered by scientists in
the department of post-graduate studies and
research in Environmental Science, Kuvem-
pu University, at the Kudremukh National
Park (KNP).
The frog, which belongs to the genus

'nyctibatrachus' (night frog) has been named
'nyctibatrachus hussaini', after S.A. Hussain,
the famous naturalist from Dakshina Kanna-
da, for his guidance and help in the diversityand ecological studies on amphibians of
KNP.
According to Prof SV Krishnamurthy, who

along with A.H. Manjunath and K.V. Guru-
raja of the department discovered the rare
species, the find was made during the
fieldwork of a research project sponsored by
the Department of Science and Technology
(DST) on amphibian diversity and habitat
ecology on April 21 last year. He notes
that some large and robust species of

KNP.
These frogs inhabit caves beneath the

boulders in the riffle zone of water. He
added: On careful observation following the
literature describing various species of the
genus Nyctibatrachus and comparison with
closely-related congeneric species, it has
been found that "it is a hitherto undescribed
Species".
Mr Hussain told The Times of India that

the hilly terrain and forests of the western
ghats were an abode for various amphibian
species. He said this region harboured as
many as 123 species as KNP is located in the
central western ghats, which comprise highly
complex vegetation mosaic of tropical ever-
green forest, shola-grassland and mixed semi-
evergreen forest, richly nourished by several
hill streams and torrents.
Mr Krishnamurthy feels that intensive ob-

servations will certainly result in the discov-
ery of new species and improve the under-
standing of the distribution of amphibian fau-
na.
Regarding the new species, Mr Krishna- night frogs.

murthy describes it in the 'Current Science'
magazine of April this year as follows: 'The
species description is based on four adult fe-
males and one adult male. Since collecting
the specimen is prohibited in this national
park, only one specimen which was dead, in
the process of sampling, was deposited in the
office of the Range Forest Officer (wildlife
division), State Forest Department, Ku-
dremukh.

st 'Kadambi Hole', flowing amidst the

He said the photograph of the adult male
was submitted to the Natural History Muse-
um, United Kingdom.
On its characteristics, Prof Krishnamurthy

says the large torrent species ofNyctibatra-
chus is different from other co-generic
species, by the presence of a stout body, short
limbs and indistinct tympanum.
What is the significance of such a find?

Hussain says it means that the habitat, at
least in the area, is virgin and pure. He adds
that frogs being confined to a region can be
taken as accurate indicators of bio-diversity,
as any change in their habitat will cause their
extinction. He added that as the frogs were
very active at night they were referred to as



A KIOCL: SC accepts
against mining

BANGALORE, MAY 24. The Supreme
Court has issued notices to the
Union and State governments
and the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL), and di-
rected the Union Government to
file an affidavit giving reasons for
permitting mining activity in Ku-
dremukh National Park, which
has been notified as a national
park.
The notices were issued on May

10 in response to an interlocutory
application filed by Wildlife First,
a Bangalore- based non-govern-
ment organisation working to
save wildlife and protected areas.
The petition came up before a

bench comprising Mr. Justice
+ B.N.Kripal, Ms. Justice Ruma Pal,
and Mr. Justice B.N.Agarwal,
which has been hearing the pub-
lic interest litigation, the T.N.Go-
davarman Thirumalpad vs Union
of India, concerning the denuda-
tion and destruction of forests in
the country.
The petition filed by Wildlife

First's trustee, Mr. K.M.Chinnap-
pa, through amicus curiae Mr.
Harish Salve, seeks to draw atten-
tion to the fact that the mining
lease of KIOCL, the third respon- ..
dent, lapsed on July 24, 1999. As
the area leased out to KIOCL
formed a part of reserved forests,
the KIOCL had no right to contin-
ue mining once the lease expired.
A Supreme Court order of De-

cember 12 1996 is also clear about *

banning any activity in forests «

and protected areas. Wildlife First
has also contended that as the re-
serve forest area was declared a
National Park in 1987, mining ac-
tivity by KOCL should not have .

continued in the wake of another
*interim order issued on February
14, 2000, which prohibited re-
moval of even dead, dying or de-
ceased trees and grasses from
national parks and sanctuaries
declared (such) under Wildlife, .
Protection Act, 1972.
KIOCL's continued mining op-

erations, ignoring two orders of
the Supreme Court, could be held
as contempt of court, the petition .

has said.

The interlocutory application
also challenged the two annual
"temporary working permis-
sions" in 1999 and 2000 granted
by the Ministry of Environment
and Forests to KIOCL under the
Forest Conservation Act, 1980 on
the plea that there is no provision
under the Act which authorises
the ministry to grant such ''tem-
porary permissions'.
The rainforests of Kudremukh,

where several species of endan-
gered plants exist and three major
rivers Tunga, Bhadra and Ne-
travathi originate, form an im-

By Our Staff Reporter

portant lifeline for Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh, making Kudre-
mukh a high priority watershed,
Wildlife First has said.



KIOCL shuts
«down
perations

By Our Staff Reporter
BANGALORE, JULY 24. The Kudre-
mukh Iron Ore Company Ltd.
(KIOCL} has shut down its plant
in the Western Ghats since its
temporary mining permit expired
today and also to plug the leak in
the slurry pipeline, the KIOCL
Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor, S. Murari, said here.
The much anticipated response

from the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) to the State Government's
recommendation that a one-year
temporary mining permit be
granted to KIOCL was awaited,
Mr. Murari, who had just return-
ed from inspecting the spot where
a leak in the iron ore slurry pipe
was reported a week ago, said.
Mr. Murari, who was confident

that the temporary permit was al-

firmation was a mere formality,
said the leakage was found 7 km
away from Mullikar village at an
elevation of 700 metres.
Mr. Murari told presspersons

here that the source of the leak
Was a very small hole. However,
incessant rain and a landslide in

inaccessible to attempt a rectifi-
cation. However, a contractor had
been engaged to do manual dig-
ging to locate the exact point of
the leak. Since this was likely to
take at least four weeks, KIOCL
was seriously considering fetch-
ing earth moving equipment to
complete the task quickly.

the river and the black deposits
are nothing but iron, a natural
element. Its fertility is about the
same as that of sand," Mr. Murari

ready in the bag, and getting con

the aftermath had made the pipe

"The slurry poses no danger to

said, in an attempt to allay mis.
givings that KIOCL's operations
had caused irreparable damage to

Mr. Murari said the leakage
caused a loss of 4,000 tonnes of
ore worth about $ 50,000. About
15,000 tonnes of slurry is trans-
ported in 16 batches through the
pipeline every month.
Mr. Murari clarified that for the

moment KIOCL was only seeking
a 12-month temporary mining
permit for the area where it is cur-
rently operating. Under existing
environmental laws, such a tem-
porary permit can be granted no
more than twice. The first one ex-

the ecosystem.

pired today



KIOCL mining lease',,..
renewed despite protests

By S.K. Ramoo

BANGALORE, JULY 25. The temporary work permitfor mining granted to the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL), a Union Government
undertaking under the Ministry of Steel and
Mines, for a year, ended on July 24 and was
renewed on Tuesday for one more year.
A tremendous pressure had been exerted by

environmental groups on both the State and
Union governments not to renew the work per-mit.
According to them, the extraction of iron ore

at the heart of the Western Ghats led to devas-
tating environmental impact as it drastically af-
fected the bio-diversity reserve of the region and
endangered the unique fauna and flora, some of
which were endemic to the zone. In the process,it had polluted the rivers originating from it.
The KIOCL was originally granted mininglease in 1969 for 30 years by the Karnataka Gov-

ernment. It ended on July 24, 1999. Subsequent-
ly, it was given a temporary work permit for a
year, which expired on Monday.
The State Government, which received a re-

quest for renewal ofmining lease for a further 20
years, stipulated that an environmental impact
study be undertaken.
This job was entrusted to the National Envi-

ronmental Engineering Research Institute
(NEERD of Nagpur, which presented an interim
report. Its findings are awaited.
A major hurdle in obtaining renewal of

mining lease by KIOCL was the notification of
500 sq. km of area, inclusive of the entire Kudre-
mukh mining area, under the Kudremukh Na-
tional Park by the State Government in 1987
To compound the woes of KIOCL, a 67 km

long slurry pipeline to Mangalore laid throughthe evergreen forest developed a leakage, pol-
luting the Yennehole river and leading to a se-
vere ecological damage.
The leakage reinforced the contention of en-

vironmentalists that it was hazardous to mine in
the Western Ghats and the work permit sought
by the company should not be granted.
The Urban Research Centre of Bangalore, in a

letter addressed to the Chief Minister, Mr. S. M.
Krishna, urged the Government to relocate
KIOCL from the Kudremukh region to Sandur
area in Bellary District on the ground that the
Sandur belt offers better quality of iron ore.
Such a move, according to it, would protect the
precious Kudremukh National Park and also the
nearby Bhadra Sanctuary:
Mr. K. V. Narendra, Director of Urban Re-

search Centre, observed that KIOCL had been
mining poor quality ore, with an iron content of
38 per cent, compared to the ore with 60 per
cent iron content available in the Sandur region.

He pointed out that the company had been in-
curring an enormous expenditure for upgrada-tion of low quality ore in the concentrator plant
by utilising a large quantity of electricity and
water. The heavy concentration of tailings in the
Lakhya dam resulted in its getting filled prema-
turely about a decade ago. The height of the
dam was increased by 100 feet and this led to
the submersion of 300 hectares of precious sho-
la forests.

Mining in the Kudremukh region is said to be
an ecological disaster as, on an average, it re-ceives 7,000 mm. of rainfall annually. This has
led to mining wastes choking feeder streams as
well as the Bhadra river. According to environ-
mental activists, 30 years of mining by KIOCL-
has systematically destroyed the habitat com-
plex of the region, endangering precious flora,
fauna and rare wildlife. The water courses and
rivers, which originate in the Western Ghats, are
said to have been contaminated. The Kudre-
mukh region, once known for its scenic beauty,
is now dotted with ugly scars of mining. The
hazardous implication of mining at the source
of the Bhadra and the Tunga, is yet to be ascer-
tained. Naturalists have been complaining of
disappearance of a rich variety of fish, and the
Mahaseer is now in danger. The farmers down-
Stream have been complaining of a steep de-
cline in agriculture productivity, owing to the
heavy concentration of tailings m rivers and
streams. It is alarming that the sources of drink-
ing water of hundreds of villages are reportedly
contaminated.

According to Mr. Narendra, out of 4,500 spe-
cies of flowering plants, 1700 which were en-
demic were endangered as were a nich variety of
mushroom flora. The unique wildlife species of
the region, it was said, were facing extinction.
The Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, which consisted
of a tiger reserve, was in proximity to the Kudre-
mukh National Park.
Environmental groups had been arguing that

economic benefits such as earning foreign ex-
change should not get precedence over protec-tion of precious shola grass lands, evergreen
forests and rivers. Incidentally, the Bhadra,
flowing from the Kudremukh area, joined the
Tunga at Bhadravathi to form the mighty Tun-
gabhadra, which eventually merged with the
Krishna in the Deccan Plateau.
According to the management, KIOCL had

emerged as the largest export-oriented public
Sector company, earning foreign exchangeworth $150 million annually. It had so far ex-
ported $1,500 million worth of iron ore. The
long-term impact of environmental degradationwas too heavy a price to be paid for economic
benefits, the management argued.

a



KIOCL gets 1-year
WO permit
By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, JULY 25. Althou
late, the

ofUnion

came a day
and For-

mur cate to the Gover ent

Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
granted.

KIOCLmay continue oper-
ken area for 12 more months. However, ithas also been asked to expedite the work onthe report from the Nagpur-based NationalEnvironmental Engineering Research

that its request for grant. of a one-year workpermit for
Etd (KIOCL) had been
This means the

ations in the present 1,472 hectares of bro-

tute, which has 'con
Insti

sessment before the KIOCL's request for a
impact as-

fresh mining leas beatin granted,KIOCL sources sai
in Kudremukh have 'al d

pipeline wee
leakage e iron ore slurrya

time
hich had sent alarm

do of Spottedstream Yen ri er that
through 23 villages

Passes

have een closed mainly be-
where the leak has occurredincessant rains, and a landslip thatKIOCL'9 Director, Mr. §. Muira-

Operations
cause the spot

ri, now awaits
the

the StateGovernment for
operations are expected to resume 0nce theleakage is plugged in a few weeks

and
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The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company in Karnataka has
got the approval to continue min-
ing for another year in areas where
it is already mining.
But the larger issue was under

discussion in Delhi as Union envi-
ronment minister T.R. Baalu met
with members of the Federation of
Indian Mineral Industries here on
Wednesday. For, cight lakh
hectares of the country is being
mined and much of this is forest
area. In the past two decades, about
46,000 hectares of forest area has
been diverted for mining, and this
is a tenth of the total diverted for-
est area.
So, it's industrial and economic

gains versus adverse environmen-
tal impact. This needs careful eval-
uation, says Mr Baalu. And diver-
sion of forest land should be kept
to the bare minimum, he told fed-
eration members. The problems procedural delays in cleafdnce for
aremany.

One, more forest land than re-
quired is diverted "unnecessarily"
formining, without considering the
capacity to mine during the lease
period. In some cases, lessees
couldn't even use a fraction of the °

leased area in 20 years ormore.
Two, not too many of the miners

are complying with environmental
safeguards; the status of this is
"poor". If this doesn't change,
warned Mr Baalu, the government
may have to take "a hard view".
Three, individual proposals for

clearance don't give an indication'
of the cumulative impact of pro-
posed and existing activities. To
check the impact of such mining
clusters, a regional planning strate-
gy is needed.
But obviously, it wasn't a com-

plete thumbs down from theminis-
ter.
For, Mr Baalu announced at

measures were being take cut

mining on for and.



ood response to bandh call to save W. Ghats
By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, JULY 23. The call for a
bandh on Tuesday in the villages
located on the banks of the Tunga
and the Bhadra in nine districts
demanding a ban on mining in
the Western-Ghats appears to
have evoked an encouraging re-
sponse if the overwhelming vol-
untary support being expressed
to it by various organisations and
institutions is an indication.
As the final phase of the sup-

port-garning exercise, a padaya-
tra was taken out under the
leadership of the Kannada writer
and Jnanapith awardee, Dr.U-
.R.Ananthamurthy, in various
parts here on Monday. The cam-
paign received fresh momentum after Dr.A-
nanthamurthy joined the agitation.
The padayatra commenced from the Gopi

Circle and culminated at the Ramanna
Shreshti Park after passing through the Nehru
Road, Ameer Ahmed Circle, B.H.Road and the
Gandhi Bazar. Later, at raa meeting there, Dr.A-
nanthamurthy appealed to the people to ex-

Renowned Kannada writer, Dr. U.R-Ananthamurthy (centre),
leading a padayatra in Shimoga on Monday.

press their support to the bandh, and prevent
the rivers from being destroyed by the mining
activities of Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Ltd, (KIOCL).
Others who joined the padayatra included

the convenor of the district unit of the Tunga-
Bhadra Moola Ulisi Horata Samithi (which
had given the call for the bandh), Mr.S.Sunda-

ra, the Shimoga District President
of the Janata Dal (U), Mr.V.Ra-
ju,the General Secretary of the
District Janata Dal (S),
Mr.S.P.Seshadri, the poet, Mr.Sa-
tyanarayan Anathi, Mr.Sirsi Krish-
namurthy, Mr.Diwakar Hegde and
Prof.Rajendra Chenni, Head of the
Postgraduate Department of En-
glish, Kuvempu University.
The organisations, which ex-

pressed their support to the
bandh included the Shimoga Dis-
trict Auto Drivers' Association, the
District Lorry Owners' Associ-
ation, the Indian Medical Associ-
ation, the Bar Association,the
DistrictWorking Journalist's Asso-
ciation, the Sahyadri Sneha Sangh
and the Kote Yuvak Sangh.

Referring to his efforts in the anti-mining
campaign, he said the Chief Minister,
Mr.S.M.Krishna, was convinced of the serious-
ness of the arguments putforth by environ-
mentalists about the evil effects of mining.
He hoped that the peaceful protest would

further strengthen Mr.Krishna's will in putting
an end to mining in Western Ghats.

See ak

ae
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Protest against mining in

SHIMOGA, JULY 25. The representa-
tives of various groups and orga-
nisations at their meeting here on
Tuesday decided to keep their
movement against the mining ac-
tivities in the Western Ghats alive
by taking up several protest pro-
grammes untill the Government
stopped the mining activities.
Disclosing this the convenor of

the Tunga Bhadra Ulisi Horata
Okkoota, Mr. S.Sundar, said that
the final shape to the sustained
movement would be given at the
next meeting to be held on Mon-
day. He said that the Okkoota,
which had been spearheading the
movement, would put in special
efforts to intensify it in the other
six districts which formed part of
the Tungabhadra Basin.
Expressing his anguish over the

reported extension of the mining
license of the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL) for
the next three years, Mr. Sundar .
said it would not be allowed to be
extended further.
Earlier the demonstrators at the

public meeting held as part of the
bandh on Tuesday to protest
against the mining activities in
the Western Ghat region, took an
oath to protect the two rivers of
the Malnad region, Tunga and
Bhadra.
Nearly 5,000 demonstrators,

who participated in the protest

programme, took the oath.
They demanded that the

mining activities be stopped im-
mediately in the Kudremukh hills
in Chikmagalur district. They also
urged the Government to initiate
steps to "undo" the damage al-
teady caused to the fragile ecol-
ogy of the Western Ghats by the
KIOCL through its mining activ-
ities.
The "oath," which was admin-

istered by Mr. Sundar, stated that
the mining activities which were
inimical to the sources of Tunga
and Bhadra were being opposed
by the people as their survival was
closely linked with them.

It said, "human beings are the
last progeny created by the world
of nature. The rivers, water sourc-
es, plant and animal species in-
herited the earth long before the
humans did. Hence, the human
beings do not enjoy the first right
over the environment."
A memorandum urging the

Chief Minister, Mr. S.M.Krishna,
to ensure that the mining oper-
ations in the Western Ghats were
stopped immediately, was sub-
mitted to the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mr. P.Ganeshan, by Dr
U.R.Ananthmurthy, noted Kan-
nada writer and Jnanpith awar-
dee, who led the demonstration.

It said that the mining which
had been going on for the last 32
years at Kudremukh had been de-
stroying the rivers, the forests and

the entire ecological system of the
region. ''This is the greatest trage-
dy of our times and it does not
need reports or surveys to gauge
the harm done to the environ-
ment," it added.
The memorandum said that the

rivers, Tunga and Bhadra, the life-
lines of the region, had been pol-
luted and added that ''the region,
which ranks among the richest
biodiversities in the world, is en-
dangered with the ecological sys-
tem in the region losing its
balance."
The memorandum warmed that

if the mining was allowed to con-
tinue, the rivers would dry up and
the environment would be de-
stroyed irrevocably turning the
lush green area into an arid des-
ert.

By Our Staff prrespondent



\\ Uncertainty over renewal
AW of work permit to KIOCL

By S.K. Ramoo

BANGALORE, JULY 26. The Kudremukh Iron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL) in Karnataka, a 100

per cent export-oriented public sector unit,
with a proven track record of safeguarding ecol-
ogy and environment, is now on the horns of a
dilemma. It is awaiting the yearly work permit
from the Karnataka and Central Governments
for continuing mining operations. The one-

year work permit granted last year expired on

Tuesday.
Environment groups, voluntary organisa-

tions and local legislators have jointly launched
a strident campaign to pressure the S.M. Krish-
na Government not to renew the work permit
to the KIOCL. In their perception, 30 years of
continuous mining in the Aroli-Gangamoola
Range of the Western Ghats, a bio-diversity re-
serve harbouring unique flora, fauna and wild

species, has caused irreparable damage to the

ecology. Themining region is part of the Kudre-
mukh National Park, although the Karnataka
Government denotified 3,703.55 hectares as the

mining zone. The State's major rivers, Tunga,
Bhadra and Nethravathy, originate in the West-
ern Ghats. According to them, mining within
the catchment area of the Bhadra reservoir has
led to severe pollution.
The State Cabinet, which met last week to

consider the issue of granting the work permit
to the KIOCL, deferred its decision. The Chief
Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna, decided to seek
clarifications from the KIOCL on the objections
and apprehensions expressed by environmen-
tal groups.
Meanwhile, a large delegation headed by the

Jnanpith award winner, Dr. U.R. Anantha Mur-

thy, last week submitted a memorandum to the
Chief Minister urging the Government not to

renew the work permit. According to the mem-
orandum, three decades of mining in the eco-
sensitive Western Ghats have had a devastating
impact. It argued that environmental concerns

should outweigh commercial considerations,
including earning of precious foreign exchange.
The KIOCL's 30-year mining lease expired on

July 24, 1999. Since then, the Karnataka and
Central Governments have been sanctioning
work permits on a yearly basis as they have not
responded to its plea for granting a long-term
mining lease for 20 more years.

Environment issue
The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

and the Environment Management Plan (EMP)
instituted by the National Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute (NEERJ), Nagpur,
have given a 'clean chit' to the KIOCL on its

open-cast mining. Another study conducted by
the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, has
also not entertained any reservations on its

mining activity, but has categorically asserted
that the current mining area should not be ex-

panded to include the Neelibeedu and Gangeri-
kal regions. The favourable findings of these
two prestigious expert organisations have rein-
forced the KIOCL's assertion that its mining op-
erations have not damaged the ecology and the
environment.

The Karnataka Government's predicament
stems from the fact it cannot be instrumental in
the closure of the profit- making KIOCL. It can-
not turn a blind eye to the annual earning of $
150 million foreign exchange. It is boosting the
State's revenue by payment of royalty, sales tax
and entry tax to the tune of Rs. 2.5 crores an-

nually. it also has emerged as one of the biggest
customers of the Karnataka Power Transmis-
sion Corporation Ltd. (KPTCL) as it is paying a
mammoth power bill of Rs. 220 crores annually,
The Mangalore Port is also receiving Rs. 3

crores annually by way of port charges and an-
other Rs. 2.5 crores as land rent charges as the
ore and pellets are exported through it to Chi-
na, Iran, Australia, Turkey and Japan. It has en-
tered into long-term contracts with China and

other countries for the supply of ore concen-
trate. Any failure to honour these overseas con-
tracts will result in violation of agreements,
inviting heavy penalties. Since these are Gov-
ernment-to- Gavernment agreements, the rep-
utation of the country is at stake. During
2000-2001, it has signed fresh annual contracts
with some international buyers for the supply
of concentrate and pellets. It is envisaged to
incur a massive investment of Rs. 650 crores in
the Ninth Plan on several ongoing projects.
The Government also cannot be oblivious to

the fact that 2,500 of its employees and another
10,000 dependent on it would lose their live-
lihood. The infrastructure created over the
years by spending Rs. 3,000 crores cannot go
unutilised. It has so far exported 210 million
tonnes of ore concentrate and its mining zone
has a stockpile of weathered ore of about 140
million tonnes and beneath it another 350 mil-
tion tonnes of primary ore, enablingmining op-
erations for another 20 years. To preserve the

ecology and environment, it is executing amas-
ter plan for the preservation of existing fauna
and flora, and has planted 80 lakh seedlings for

providing a green cover over its degraded land.
It has signed anMoU with Mangalore Universi-
ty for the promotion of local species on its de-

graded region at a cost of Rs. 50 lakhs in five

years. It has signed another MoU with NEERI!
for evolving a bio-fertilizer for supplementing
soil nutrients for nurturing natural vegetation.
It has developed a unique ''Sanjivini" Garden
at Kudremukh for the advancement of herbal
and medicinal plants and has undertaken ex-

perimental plantations.
A study of satellite imagery of the region by

the National Remote Sensing Agency, Hydera-
bad, has revealed conservation of natural for-
ests and a vast improvement of degraded land
on account of afforestation. It has also provided
valuable information relating to ecological con-
ditions of the mining.
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Include 3,703 hectares
In Kudremukh Park,

State urged
By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, JULY 28. The Karnataka
Government's attempts to give a
fresh, long-term lease to the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd.
(KIOCL) has suffered a setback,
with the Union Government say-
ing in a submission to the Su-
preme Court that it should
"reconsider its decision to ex-
clude 3,703 hectares of forest land
from the Kudremukh National
Park"'.
The Ministry of Environment

and Forests (MoEF) has also sub-
mitted that 'it is not desirable to
permanently allow mining oper-
ations to continue in the Kudre-
mukh area, and it has been
decided that no approval under
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980,
will be accorded to the KIOCL, for
undertakingmining in the unbro-
ken area".
The affidavit was filed by Mr.

S.C. Sharma, Additional Director,
Forests (Wildlife), in the MoEF, on
Friday, before a three-judge
Bench comprising Mr. Justice
B.N. Kirpal, Mr. Justice Santosh
Hegde, and Mr. Justice Shivraj Pa-
til, which is hearing the interloc-
utory application filed by Mr.
K.M. Chinnappa, trustee, Wildlife
First, through senior advocate,
Mr. Harish Salve.
The affidavit further seals the

fate of the KIOCL, saying that the
compaity will be allowed to oper-
ate for no more than five years. Tt

is to be given such a period in
view of its huge investments,
large number of employees and
dependents, and commitments
made to clients.
The affidavit said: 'The notifi-

cation of the Kudremukh Nation-
al Park (KNP) by the Karnataka
Government last month excluded

3,703.55 hectares from the park.
The MoEF is of the view that any
forest is to be treated as a forest,
as per the Supreme Court orders
of 12.10.1996, which has re-
strained all State governments
from denotifying any national
park or reserved forests for any
purpose, under sections 18 and 35
of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972."
In this instance, the affidavit

noted, the area excluded in the fi-
nal notification had already been
notified as reserved forests before
the notification of the KNP in
1987. No rights accrued to the
Government thereafter. The ex-
cluded area was deep inside the
national park, and formed an in-
tegral part of the eco-system. For
proper eco-management, it was
desirable to include the 3,703.55
hectares in the park, and the State
"is
requested to reconsider its deci-
sion," the affidavit said.
The five-year breather to KIOCL

comes with strings attached. The
affidavit said the reprieve would
be subject to conditions stipulat-
ed by theMoEF for reclamation of
mined area, air and water pollu-
tion control measures adopted by
the KIOCL, ensuring their streng-
thening of the Lakya Dam, use of
indigenous species for reclama-
tion and, additional funds for
eco-restoration of the adjoining
areas. The KIOCLwould also have
to put in place a monitoring
mechanism for timely implemen-
tation of these
conditions.
The affidavit made a commit-

ment to formulate comprehen-
sive and transparent guidelines to
deal with projects of notable im-
portance, where forests within
notified areas were used.



KIOCL: Environmentalists'
AY Wo

By K.Satyamurty

BANGALORE, JULY 31. Much of the anxiety of the envi-
ronmental groups on the renewal ofmining lease to
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited (KJOCL)
is due to misunderstanding of some facts, according
to Mr. S.Shyam Sundar, who was Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests when the Kudremukh Na-
tional Park was notified in 1987. He was also a non-
executive member on the Board of Directors of
KIOCL for three years.
The 3,203 hectares leased for mining is "reserved

forest" in the sense of a legal category of Govern-
ment land and not a forest ofvegetation, he clarified.
In the leased area, barely 10 per cent had tree growth
and the rest was open grassland. The sbolas or ever-
greens in the leased area were intact and, according
to the findings of the National Remote Sensing
Agency, in better condition than when the lease
commenced. Mining was catried out on an elongat-
ed mound of grassland, covering 480 ha. sliced hori-
zontally for removing the ore. Kudremukh is the face
of the Western Ghat escarpment as seen from some
parts of Dakshina Kannada while the KIOCL mining
is several km. away on the leeward side.
Environmentalists feared that the renewal of

mining lease will have a devastating effect on the
Western Ghats and that the flora and fauna of the
region will suffer as the leased area is prime forest
land and a hot spot biodiversity, but the facts are
otherwise. They also expressed anxiety that the Bha-
dra river will be affected if extension is granted for

mining.
The KIOCL, a public sector undertaking, had done

its best to contain the soil wash (erosion?) and the
last 25 years ofmining had proved that the damage
to the Bhadra was negligible, Mr. Shyam Sunc..
said. The reports of two national institutes, the ilSc.,
and the National Environment Engineering Re-
search Institute, had substantiated that there should
be no objection to continuing the tease from the

point ofdisturbance to the flora and fauna, he point-
ed out.

The mining lease was first sanctioned in 1969
after being cleared by a high-level committee head-
ed by a senior Secretary to the Union Government,
Mr. P.N.Haksar, Mr. Shyam Sundar said. The work-
ing of KIOCL evolved with the developments in
mining technology around the world, including en-
vironmental concerns and the company could se-
cure environmental awards. 'Much of this was when
the lease agreement did not stipulate this, and there
were no environmentalists on the scene," he added.

In 1987, when the intention to form the Kudre-
mukh National Park was notified, he did not expect
it to come in the way of the working of the KIOCL or

fear misplaced?
at a later date, renewal of the lease, the former Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of Forests said. The noti-
fication was to primarily suspend new rights over
Government land, particularly revenue land. Inci-
dentally, at that date, some revenue land in the des-

ignated park area had good forests but this purpose
of the notification had not been served. The final
notification in June this year had excluded even en-
croached land from the national park and not one
NGO or environmentalist had questioned this.
The high-level grasslands like in Kudremukh, got

burnt every year due to forest fires. While in the
Forest Department, Mr. Shyam Sundar found that
the KIOCL was cooperative in mitigating forest fires,
and later when he joined its Board of Directors, his
suggestion to provide funds to the department was
readily agreed to and Rs. 5 crores was given for fire-
control measures. This was when the extension of
lease was not an issue and even now, the company
was giving Rs. 2 crores each year to support wildlife
conservation efforts. No other government under-
taking showed such environmental concern.
The KIOCL had on its rolls 2,500 people while an-

other 10,000 depended indirectly on it for employ-
ment. These persons and their families could not be
deprived of their livelihood and the Kudremukh
township put to death, he said. Neither could one

cripple the New Mangalore Port which exported over
six million tonnes of KIOCL concentrate and pellets
every year.
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Former €official's remarks on KIOCL resented
By Our Staff Correspondent help from KIOCL, and had conducted an im- through a voluntary retirement scheme (VRS).

The KIOCL should follow suit.
TUMKUR, AUG. 3. Environmental activists in partial study.

Mr. Gubhi said that in October 1999, the Mr. Gubbi said the State was keen on devel-
Tumkur have taken exception to Mr. $.Shyam

public had openly rejected the NEERI report at oping its biotechnological strengths, and it
Sundar, former Principal Conservator of For- would not be prudent for it to squander its
ests, downplaying the hazardous effects of a meeting held in Kalasa in Chikmagalur Dis-

mining by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
trict. The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. K.H.Go- biotechnological treasures. The Kuremukh

Ltd. (KIOCL) on the Kudremukh National Park palakrishna Gowda, had reported the public's National Parkwas an acknowledged living lab-
sentiments to the Government, and had ad- oratory for practitioners of biotechnology as it

(KNP). vised the Government against extending the had abundant wildlife, medicinal herbs, fibresThe chief of Greenwatchers, a representa- and food items.
tive group of environmentalists, Mr. Sanjay

KIOCL mining lease.
He said that on July 27, the Supreme Court Disputing Mr. Shyam Sundar's contentionGubbi, told presspersons here on Friday that

had heard a petition by environmentalists that the KIOCL had, on his advice, donatedMr. Shyam Sundar had gone to the extent of
Rs.5 crores for afforestation programmes, Mr.

describing the KIOCL as eco-friendly. He al- from Karnataka against the renewal of the

leged that Mr. Shyam Sundar was out to wreck mining lease, and it had directed the Union Gubbi said the company was statutorily re-

the public campaign against the renewal of Ministry of Environment and Forests to quired to deposit the amount, and it had been
"come clean before the court '

Following the given to the Cashew Development Corpora-KIOCL's mining lease out of his 'love"' for the
court s orders, the Murustry had filed an affida tion This was neither a donation nor was It

company, as he was made a duector ot the
paid voluntarily.company after his retirement. Mr. Gubbi said vat before the court on July 30 m which st had

it was unfortunate that a senior bureaucrat stated that the Karnataka Government would He said almost every environmental agency
had p!aced his petsonal mteiests above that of be prevented from denotifying any part of the had found the KIOCL guilty of destroying na-

Kudremukh National Park ture, and its "'show' of 1aising exotic plants onthe State and the general public
Mr. Gubbi said that the Kudremukh Nation- Mr. Gubbi said the Karnataka Government its premises could not be hailed as an envi-

al Park had a unique habitat with a mixture of was now in the dock for having extended the ronmental achievement. There were no rec-

grasslands and shola forests Tree growth as KIOCL mining lease by one month from July ords to show that the company had won any
24. It was duty bound to obey the Supreme environmental awards, although Mr Shyamdense in valleys. Dung the monsoon, rain-

Sundar claimed it had done so.water carried iron ore slurry from the mining Court's orders, and produce an affidavit on
area into the valley, which had a devastating the extension of mining lease and the denot- Mr Gubbi said the Government should re
effect on the shola forests, besides destroying ification of a part of the national park. consider its policy of allowing retired govern-

ment officials to accept appointments in theevergreen grasslands. Stating that Mr. Shyam Sundar's fears about
Mr. Gubbi took objection to Mr. Shyam the future of the KIOCL employees were un- companies earlier "handled" by them during

Sundar misquoting the Indian Institute ot Sci founded, Mr Gubbi said ore was a finite their tenure of public service
ence (IISc) in support of his statement. He said source, and the company was bound to be Mr. Gubbi urged the Government to take
the Government had entrusted a study on the wound up, if not now, after 10 years when the action against Mr Shyam Sundar for his al

ore was exhausted The KIOCE had recentlyimpact of mining by the KIOCL on the region leged remarks that he would not have pro
only when it was not satisfied with the report entered into an agreement with the Andhia posed declaring Kudremukh a national park if
obtained by KIOCL from the National Envi Pradesh Government on an alternative miming he had an inkling that 1t would come in the
ronment Engineering Research Institute site mn that State The Steel Authority of India way of mining actrvity or, at a later date, re

newal of the mining lease(NFERD at Nagpur The IISc had refused any (SAIL) had taken stepsHy retrench its staff

__



REGIONAL
/ No quick decision on KIOCL: CM
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, AUG. 3. The Govern-
ment has indicated to the author-
ities of the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL) that it
cannot continue mining in the
Kudremukh area for long, and
that the time has come to look for
an alternative site, the ChiefMin-
ister, Mr. S.M. Krishna, has said.
He told the Legislative Assemb-

ly on Friday that a decision on al-
lowing the company to continue
mining had to be taken after dis-
cussing the pros and cons with
the Union Government, taking in-
to account the public interest pet-
ition filed in the Supreme Court
by environmentalists.
The case of the KIOCL was one

in which an "instant decision"
could not be taken by either the
State Government or the Centre,
if the economic activity of the ar-
ea. was not to be thrown out of
gear, he said.
Apart from an investment of Rs.

6,500 crores in the company,
nearly 3000 employees and 10,000
others were dependent on the
company for a livelihood. The
New Mangalore Port was almost
totally dependent on the project,
he added.
The ChiefMinister, who was re-

plying to the discussion on the
supplementary estimates (first in-
stalment) for 2001-2002, made it
clear that the Government was
not ignoring the environmental

aspect for which it had concern.
Any response should be accept-
able to all. He said that the Gov-
ernment would not extend the
area for mining for any reason.

OPEC hospital: Mr. Krishna said
the Cabinet had recently decided
to hand over the OPEC-aided spe-
ciality hospital in Raichur to Apol-
lo Hospital of Hyderabad. Such a
decision was taken because no
specialist was willing to serve in
Raichur. The hospital would start
functioning soon, he added.
The Government had called for

tenders for the privatisation of the
hospital. One of the conditions
was that 40 per cent of the pa-
tients should be provided free
treatment. Raichur was not far
away from Hyderabad, and it
would be possible for specialists
from Apollo Hospital to visit the
institution and stay there once in
three months. for conducting
check-up for patients.
Mr. Krishna said the Jayadeva

Institute of Heart Diseases here,
would also start functioning in
the new premises by the end of
this month. Equipment had been
made available to the institute, he
added.

Lokayukta: Referring to the sug-
gestions of the Lokayukta to made
amendments to the Karnataka
Lokayukta Act, Act, Mr. Krishna
said the Government was keen on
curbing corruption and bringing
about transparency in adminis-

tration. The changes required to
be incorporated in the law were
being examined by the Law De-
partment, and an appropriate de-
cision would be taken by the
Cabinet, he added.
Earlier, the Leader of the JD(U)

in the Legislative Assembly, Mr.
P.G.R. Sindhia, urged the Govern-
ment to amend the Lokayukta Act
to give more powers to the au-
thority.
He said there was a need to

checkmisappropriation in the de-
partments and take stern action
against officials found guilty.
Strengthening the Lokayukta

would go a long way in establish-
ing transparency in administra-
tion, he said and added that
misappropriation was a cause for
concern.
Mr. Sindhia said that the re-

ports of the subject committees
should be given proper attention.
Top priority should be given to
the management of finance in the
power and irrigation depart-
ments. Resource mobilisation
should be also be given impor-
tance, he added.
He criticised the functioning of

the Jayadeva Institute of Cardiol-
ogy, and said it should be moved
to the new premises.
Special grants: Referring to the
special grant of Rs. 10 crores to
the Bangalore Mahanagara Pal-
ike, Mr. Krishna said the Govern-
ment's policy was to extend such

grants to other city corporations.
However, that would be depend-
ent on the availability of funds, he
added.

Anganawadl workers: Admitting
that the honorarium paid to anga-
nawadi workers was meagre, Mr.
Krishna said the limited resources
prevented the Government from
increasing it. He added that the
matter would be considered after
the finances improved.
Appropriation BIH: After the Chief
Minister's reply, the House ap-
proved the supplementary esti-
mates. The Karnataka
Appropriation (No. 3) Bill, which
seeks to give legal sanction to the
estimates, was also approved by
the House.

Participating in the discussion,
Mr. Jayaprakash Hegde sought
higher allocation for the Varahi
Project.
Mr. M.D. Lakshminarayana

(BJP) sought more funds to tackle
the mite menace as there were
nearly eight crore coconut palms
in the State. Mr. Yogish Bhat (BJP)
wanted more funds to be allocat-
ed for rain relief, as in the case of
Bangalore and Bellary, to other
districts.
Mr. A. Ramdas (BJP) appealed

to the Government to make avail-
able special funds to ensure.basic
facilities in urban areas where
Ashraya houses had been con-
structed.



Make environmentally sound
decision on KIO
BANGALORE, AUG. 6. Three well- known peoplehave written to the Chief Minister, Mr. S.M,
Krishna, offering suggestions to "make useof a golden Opportunity" to make an
environmentally sound and socially
responsible decision to permanently solvethe vexed problem of mining activity in
Kudremukh National Park by the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd."
In a missive, the author and naturalist,Mr. K.P. Poornachandra Tejasvi, the wildlife

biologist, Dr. K. Ullas Karanth, and Dr. H.
Sudarshan, who headed the Task Force on
Health, have made four suggestions thatwould also "redeem the credibility of theState Government before the SupremeCourt" which has directed the Governmentto consider afresh the final notification
issued in June 2001 denotifying the area
currently occupied by KIOCL.
The three have urged the Chief Ministerto concur with the suggestions made by theUnion Government in its affidavit to the

Supreme Court that KIOCL be given a finalextension for a maximum of five years towind up its operations, and comply with allother conditions laid down by the Union
Government and the Supreme Court in this
regard.
The letter has suggested that the State

Government immediately issue a
supplementary notification for the 1,750hectares of forest land, which was left out ofthe earlier notification on Kudremukh
National Park, and comply with the
Supreme Court's recent order which does

not permit denotification of any forest land
by any State Government.
The already opened-up mining area of

1,452 hectares should be included in thenational park eventually, after KIOCL winds
up its operations, to enable ecologicalrestoration. The State Government shouldalso immediately convey its categoricalintention to undertake all these measures inthe form of an affidavit to be filed beforethe Supreme Court which is hearing thematter in an interlocutory application filed
by Wildlife First, they said.
"We sincerely believe that such an actionon your part would be statesman-like, andwin you considerable national and

international acclaim, in addition to
assuaging the disappointment felt by thecitizens of Karnataka who had appealed to
you earlier to save Kudremukh from the
ravages of mining," the letter added, sayingthat this would further enable KIOCL to deal

The letter has referred to the petition ofWildlife First challenging the decision todelete an area of 37 sq. km. from the areanotified in 1987 as Kudremukh NationalPark. It has also pointed out that it was in
response to this challenge, and in the wakeof the findings of a scientific committee
conunissioned by the Karnataka
Government, that the Government of Indiasubmitted before the Supreme Court itsdecision to not allow KIOCL to continue
mining operations or ancillary activities in
any hitherto unbroken area of Kudremukh.
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pragmatically with problems faced b its
employees and dependents



on equity, economy, environment
By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, AUG. 11. For a compa-
ny that has dispassionately and
prominently displayed a board
which reads: ''Performance of
one's duty should be independ-
ent of public opinion" near its ad-
ministrative office, the
Kudremukh fron Ore Company
Limited (KIOCL) is now trying to
make a last- ditch effort to elicit

iv gei ils LA
pired mining lease extended.

This quoter of tcemtury since
the public sector undertaking
(PSU) began excavating iron ore
in the 1452.74 hectares of land
leased out to it for 30 years. The
lease that earlier expired on July
24, 1999, created a feeling of un-
certainty in the kith and kin of
2,500 direct employees, and an-
other 10,000 persons (indirectly
employed) by the company. By
then, the KIOCE had a few adver-
saries in environmentalists and
nature-lovers who voiced their
concerns of "irreparable environ-
mental damage'' not only to the
Western Ghats and its flora and
fauna, where the company was
mining, but also to the rivers that

A view of the mining area of the Kudremukh
iron Ore Company Limited.

had their origin in the region. The
Chairman of the KIOCL, Mr.
S.Murari, in a press conference,
spoke about the concerns of the
company for the environment in
and around the mining area. He
said all developments should be
based on the three pillars of equi-
ty, economy and environment.
Mr. Murari said the apprehen-
sions raised by environmentalists
were "unfounded" The KIOCL,

since its inception, had been tak-
ing more than the safeguards re-
quired to minimise the impact of
mining, and it was "a company
with concern from the begin-
ning'. So far, the KIOCL had
spent Rs. 126crore on anti-pollu-
tion measures, and it was spend-
ing Rs. 6.5 crore annually to
maintain the environment and
the ecology. "The failure of the

Government
to extend the mining

lease will only lead to losses, both
for the Government and the em-
ployees'", he said adding that it
was not a 'wise decision" to scrap
the project in the name of the en-
vironment. The area that the
KIOCL was mining for the past
several years still had ore reserves
that could last for 25 years, and
the Lakya Dam could hold the
tailing slurry for the next 20 years

the current rate of production
was maintained. Mr. Murari listed
11 reasons why the Government
should xtend the mining Ieise
ihe most important among them
were the threat of closure of a
well-performing, consistently ex-
celling PSU, the loss of $ 150 mil-
lion per year, the wastage of
infrastructure with a replacernent
value of Rs. 4,000 crore and the
unviability of the Rs. 325-crore
joint venture KISCO.

He said apart from the "offi-
cial" clearances obtained from
the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, and the NEERI, Nag-
pur, the company itself had got
done ecological studies in the Ku-
dremukh-Aroli-Gangamoola tract °

of the Western Ghats, which con-

on the ecology. Data comparisons
obtained from the ecological
monitoring of the mining area by
the National Remote Sensing
Agency using satellites in 1973,
1988 and 1997 concluded that
there was an overall increase of
2.75 sq. km. of green cover. The
digital image analysis of the Bha-
dra Reservoir in November 1998
concluded that there was no sig-
nificant siltation in the dam in the
last 30 years due to mining at Ku-
dremukh.

Mir. Murari untamed that the
company had successfully imple-
mented a master plan for the im-
provement of the environment,
and that 80 lakh seedlings had
been planted in the degraded
land. The company had entered
into anMoU with Mangalore Uni-
versity identifying local species
for growth in the degraded areas
at a cost of Rs. 50 lakhs. Contribu-
tions were made by the company
to the Forest Department to im-
prove forest cover in the region.
He said the company would at-
tempt full-scale reforestation in
the mined area with technical as-,
sistance from Bridge-Hill Ridge-
Mining Area in Australiacluded that there little effect

+
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Plea to' renew
mining lease
of KIOCL
MANGALORE, AUG. 12. The Joint
Action Committee of Trade
Unions of Dakshina Kannada
District has urged the State
Government to renew the

mining lease of the
Kuduremukh Iron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL)
for the next 20 years.

In a press release here

today, the Convener of the
committee, Mr. B.Madhava,
said the committee passed a

resolution in this regard at its

recent meeting.
He said the extension of

lease for three months
indicated that the Union and
State governments were

giving in to the pressure of
the so-called
environmentalists'.
He said over 2,500 workers

were employed in the KIOCL,
and another 15,000 were

dependent on the company
for their livelihood. These
workers would be put to
hardship if the company was
asked to stop mining in the
Western Ghats.



/ 'Launch stir
mining
Ghats

SHIMOGA AUG. 12. The President of the Karnata-
ka Rajya Raith Sangha (KRRS), Prof.M.D.Nan-
jundaswamy, said here on Saturday that there
was a need to launch direct action against
mining in the Western Ghats region by the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd (KIOCL).
Participating in a satyagraha launched at

the Gopi Circle here under the auspices of en-
vironmental and voluntary organisations in
protest against the renewed mining activity,
he said thatmining should be prevented phys-
ically.
He said the Congress Government in the

State was too thick skinned to listen to the
pleas of the people. He wondered how a dhar-
na being staged a 100-km. away from the pro-
ject site or the capital city of the State could
evoke the desired result. Several foreign com-
panies including one from Australia had
evinced interest in exploiting a part of the
Western Ghats for mining. The Government
was naturally interested to allow such mining.



Protest against mining at

SHIMOGA, AUG. 13. The indefinite dharna bymembers
of various organisations under the banner of the
Tungabhadra Uhsi Horata Okkoota at the Gopi Cir
cle here in protest against mining at Kudremukh by
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd (KIOCL) en-
tered the fifth day on Monday
The members of the Karnataka Rayya Sang

ha (KRRS Puttannaiah faction). led by its State Gen
eral Secretary, Mr HRBasavarajappa, Dr
B M Chikkaswamy, and the State convenor of the
women's wing, Ms. Pavitramma, participated in the
dharna
Mr. Mahima Patel, Janata Dal (U) leader and son

of the former Chief Minister, J H Patel, and the Dis-
trict Presideuit of the Janata Dal (U) and President of
the Citizens' Cornmittee, Mr. V.Raju, also participa
ted in the dharna.
Addressing the gathering, Mr. Patel said what was

happening at Kudremukh should not be viewed as
an isolated development as it was part of an in-
ternational conspiracy to exploit the natural re-
sources of the poor and the developing countries. He
urged the progressive and public spirited people to
come together to fight against the mining operations
in the Western Ghats.
Condemning the support reportedly extended by

some writers for the renewal of the mining lease for
five years, Mr. Basavarajappa said they had no right

Kudremukh enters 5th day
to express their views on issues which involved the
survival of the people of the area.
Meanwhile, the renowned Kannada writer and

Jnanapith Award winner, Dr U R Ananthamurthy,
"

who 1s spearheading the ant! mimingmovement, has
demed reports appearmng in a section of the Press
that he favoured extension of the mining lease by
five years Speaking on behalf of Dr Ananthamurthy
here on Sunday, the president of the okkoota, Mr,
Kalkuh Vithal Hegde, said that he had been author-
ised by Dr Ananthamurthy to deny the reports Dr
Ananthamurthy said that such reports were spread
to sully his umage, he added.
Mr Hegde claimed that Dr Ananthamurthy had

reiterated that mining by KIOCL should not contin-.
ue even for a day He said that the writer had de
mandea tnat the Government should terminate the
minung forthwith and had said that any proyect such,
as the Kudremukh National Park which aimed at
evicting the adivasis from the area should not be
allowed. Dr. Ananthamurthy had categorically stated
that he would participate in any programme against
the mining activities at Kudremukh.
The secretary of the okkoota, Mr. Ashok, said that

a black flag demonstration would be staged on Au-
gust 15 to protest against the Government's "indif-
ference" to the dharna.
Prof. Rajendra Chenni said the okkoota had

sought the support of the people's representatives to
back the anti-mining campaign.

By Our Special Correspondent
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Activists intensify campaign against mining in Kudremukh
By Shivaraja B.Nanjhappa

TUMKUR, AUG. 18. Wildlife activ-
ists in Tumkur District have
intensified their campaign
against the mining activities of
the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) in
the Kudremukh National Park
(KNP).
They have been antag-

onised by the Chairman and
Managing Director of the
KIOCL, Mr. Murari's reported
"outbursts against the anti-
mining campaign" at a recent
press conference in Manga-
lore. They have taken strong
exception to the manner in
which he has "twisted facts to
suit the company and has
tried to mislead the public" on
environmental issues.
The KIOCL is one of the re-

spondents in a suit filed by a
wildlife activist, Mr.T.N.Goda-

is required to satisfy the apex
court about the legality of the
mining activity.
Besides, the KIOCL is facing charges in

the same court for the large-scale pollu-
tion allegedly caused by the leakage of
4,000 tonnes of iron ore slurry through a
broken pipeline.
That deposits of iron ore in the park are

enough to last another 20 years cannot be
sufficient reason to disregard the peo-
ple's movement to stop mining in the ec-
ologically- sensitive Western Ghats. The
Supreme Court's order of February 2,
2000, clearly implies that "any non-for-
estry activity, includingmining, which al-
ters, destroys or deprives wildlife or its
habitat is prohibited".

response Berk,
The additional affidavit filed by the

Union of India before the Supreme Court
on July 26 does not dither on any part of
the law governing national parks. In-
stead, a subtle note of caution has been
sounded to Karnataka against denotify-
ing any part of the Kudremukh National
Park area.

The exclusion of 3,703.55 hectares of
forest area (which includes 3,203.55 hec-
tares leased to the KIOCL and 500 hec-
tares of submerged area of the Lakya
Dam) is considered illegal. Karnataka has
been advised to rectify this.
The human settlements, including

Water contaminated by Iron ore slurry in the main course of the Bhadra.

those of the Malekudiya (tribal people)
are on revenue land enclosures, and they
do not contravene the law. The contin-
ued stay of the tribal people, who are
more or less in perfect harmony with
wildlife and its habitat, cannot be an ex-
cuse to allow the ''disastrous mining ac-
tivity of the KIOCL".
Time and again, the KIOCL has re-

ferred to the impact assessment reports
of NEERI from Nagpur and the Indian
Institute of Science in Bangalore and
claimed that they are ''favorable towards
continuing mining". This is highty mis-
leading. While the NEERI, which under-

took the work at the behest of
the KIOCL, has been accused
of deliberately downplaying
the impact of mining on na-
ture, the IISc has vehemently
opposed it. For example, the
IISc report states: "'Shola for-
est valleys have been subject-
ed to degradation due to soil
erosion, working of heavy ma-
chinery, use of explosives,
hazards of landslides, tamper-
ing of underground water
courses, " and the conclu-
sion of the report reads: ''The
overall impact of the mining...
on the ecology of Kudremukh
National Park can be summer-
ised mainly as the direct loss
of habitat and the fragmenta-
tion of tracts of rain forest
and giassiand mn the Western
Ghats."
The Union Minister for En-

vironment, Mr. T.R.Baalu, in
his recent statement in the Ra-
jva Sabha ind Mir S M Krish-
na, Cmier Minister, in his
recent statement in the As-
sembly, have acknowledged
that the IISc report is against

mining in the park. Mr.Krishna has said
all the pros and cons must be weighed
before taking a decision on mining in the
park area. However, the KIOCL has mis-
informed the public that the State Gov-
ernment is in favour of renewing the
mining lease for 20 years.
As early as in 1994, the Government in

its order of July 15 categorically asked to
the KIOCL to find alternative mining sites
away from the KNP. This was repeated in
1999 and 2000. At the time of renewing
the mining lease each time, the Govern-
ment absolved itself of any commitment
to extend the lease further.

The contention of the KIOCL that the
Bhadra waters have not been polluted by
iron ore slurry and silt from the mining
area is not tenable. The report of the Bha-
dra STAC sub-committee is clear that
"the river Bhadra passing through the

large catchment area of the KIOCL
mining carries heavy silt. ...there is a siz-
able quantity of undesirable silt accumu-
lation in the Bhadra reservoir due to the
mining by the KIOCL."
The Bhadra, the Tunga and the Netra-

vati take their birth in the KNP area of the
Western Ghats. The Bhadra originates a
little distance away from the Lakya Dam,
into which the KIOCL is allowing the
waste iron ore slurry and silt. The river
flows eastward and reaches the plains be-
fore entering Andhra Pradesh. The pol-
luted Bhadra waters are largely affecting
the ungated fields OLdin to villagers
in the surrounding areas.
There is a plan to divert water from the

Netravati and the Bhadra to the arid re-
gions comprising nine districts around
Tumkur. Even as the anti-mining cam-
paign is gaining momentum among the
general public in the region, wildlife ac-
tivists have expressed grave concern at
the attempts made by the KIOCL, its em-
ployees' unions, and certain vested in-
terests, to "mislead the public through
systematic propaganda." They have
urged the public and the governments
not to be misled by such ''misrepresenta-
tion of facts."

varman, before the Supreme
Court. The KIOCL's

To cap it all, the activists are surprised
at Mr.Murari's plea that the company is
not aware of the reports sent to the Gov-
ernment by the Deputy Commissioner,
Mr.K.H.Gopalakrishne Gowda, and the
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Mr.Mad-
hu Sharma, from Chikmagalur District,
advising the Government against renew-
ing the mining lease to the company in
contravention of public opinion.



Kudremukh forest dwellers
spe

By Our Stff Correspondent
MANGALORE, DEC.20. Even as theForest Department has openedthe doors of Kudremukh
National Park for nature
tourism, protests have started
echoing from remote cornersof the park against the
department's plan to evict thetribal people from their habitatinside the national park.The office-bearers of the
Kudremukh Rashtriya UdyanaVirodhi Okkuta and TungaBhadra Ulst Horata Okkuta
tald presspersons here on
Thursday that ron ore mimingshould be stopped at KIOCLsite and the national park taggiven to the Kudremukh bio-reserve should be withdrawn.Mr. Krishnamurthy, Okkuta
Secretary, said that in the garbof protecting the national park,the department was causingmiseries to the tribal people,who had been living in thearea for centuries.
The department had erected

gates across the paths used bythe tribal people and was
obstructing their movements.On the other hand, the
department was allowing themultinational companies to usethe same forest as their
laboratories to extract genes ofmedicinal plants for patenting

and mass production of
medicines.
One of the flowering plantswas said to have been

subjected to bio-piracy was
Rosy Periwinkle, which wasendemic to the Western Ghats.Mr. Vittal Hegde, Okkuta
President, said the tribal
people and tribal farmers livingin the area where subjected tofalse cases of forest denudationwhile on many occasions the
department destroyed trees
grown by them
__
At Jeast three tribal farmers .

have committed suicide since
1997, 'unable to bear the
harassment" by departmentofficials, he said. They wereidentified as Kerekatte
Mahabala Moolya, Adikesu
Dyave Gowda, and Haadi
Shankarappa Gowda.

Mr. Hegde and Mr.
Krishnamurthy feared that thiswas only the beginning andwith the declaration of
national park, atrocities againstthe tribal farmers would
escalate.
The department was bracingitself to drive out over 5,000families (20,000 peaple, 90 percent of them were tribal

people) fram Kudremukh
National Park area.
Quoting the GuriyaCommittee Report, Mr.

harassed, say NGOs
Krishnarnurthy said the panel'srecommendation had become alaw which gave the tribal
people right to livelihood intheir habitats inside the
national park and consideredthem as part of the bio-
diversity of the region.He said by evicting the
tribal people from their
pastures, the department
directly and the Government
indirectly were committingserious offence of wiping outa -

link in the bio diversity chainof the Kudremukh region.
Striking a note of discordwith the "Environmentalists",Mr. Hegde said they were

"attached to a string" andwere serving limited purposeof saving the forests by
allowing the Government tomark the national park area.But they had forgotten that
preserving the bio-diversity wasmuch more an important job.To mark their protest, theywould be holding a torchlightprocession in 34 tribal villagesin Shringeri, Koppa, and
Mudigere taluks in
Chikmagalur District, and in
Karkala, and Belthangadytaluks in Dakshina KannadaDistrict on January 1. Theywould also hold meetings at
Sringeri on Saturday and at
Belthangady on Monday.

~



KIOCL to merge KISCO with itself
KUDREMUKH Tron Ore Company Itd
(KIOCL), which 1s still battling ovei its claim
for the renewal of 20 year permanent miminglease, has initiated steps to merge the Kudre-
mukh Iron & Steel Company (KISCO) with it-
self.

KISCO was set up six years ago as a sep-arate company to implement its proposedductile iron spun pipe (DISP) project at Man-
galore and the pig iron project The pig iron
project has been commissioned with its trail
pioduction having commenced in February
this year The DISP umt failed tu reach the
post due to financial constraints
Even while grappling with the problem of

funds for the venture, the company changed
its mind on setting up a separate company on
the advice of a consultant who suggested it
would be an unviable proposition.KIOCL has already submitted the merger
proposal to the Government The Union Steel
Ministry, which has already given its m-prin
ciple consent, is taking up the issuewith other
administrative Ministuies for a final clear
ance, said Mr S. Murari, Chairman and Ma-
naging Director, KIOCL.
Talking to Business Line, Mr Murari said

that once the approval comes, the DISP and
pig tren units which had been planned to be a
composite project earlier under the KISCO
banner. would become a diviston of KIOCL In
the changed circumstances, KIOCI can im
plement the pig iron and DISP projects from
1ts ternal resources, which currently are to

the tune of more than Rs 413 crore. KIOCL
had earher injected an equity of Rs 50 core
with an adaiuenal financial assistance of Rs
40 crore pending sanction ofworking capital
assistance from banks
With the change in the plan, the companywill take a re lovk at the fresh financial

needs. The composite project of pig iron and
DISP 15 estin ited at about Rs 400 core
While the g iron plant is in operation with

its marketing and direct sales arrangements
being put in place, the 70,000-tonne per an-
num DISP project would be taken up for im-
plementation alter the finalisation of the
mternational bid for turnkey collaboration
Three companies from China Canada and
Germany are mrace for the turnkey contract
with the selection expected to be finalised m
January

Our Bureau A
BANGALORE, Dec 19



" Set' up research nstitute at
-Kudremukh, NGOs urge Centre

By Our Staff Correspondent
TUMKUR, SEPT. 6. Environmental organisations have
urged the Union Ministry of Forests and Environ-
ment to set up a Rainforest Research Institute (RRI)
at Kudremukh.
Mr. Sanjay Gubbi, chiefofGreenwatchers, and Mr.

S.Praveen, who heads the Youth for Nature, told
presspersons here on Thursday that setting up of the
RRI had been recommended by conservation ex-
perts as an eco-friendly measure.
The two environmentalists reiterated their de-

mand that the Union and the State governmentsshould not allow mining by Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) at Kudremukh National
Park. They said the infrastructure at the mining area
could be utilised to start the RRI.
They said the Kudremukh forest area was declared

a reserve forest under the name "South Bhadra State
Forest" in 1911, although it was named a national
park later. The KIOCL was founded in 1976 and the
company started mining in 1980. The forest area had
been protected under the National Forest Policy
since 1911. Mr. Gubbi and Mr. Praveen said that a
technical study by a team of experts from the Centre
for Ecological Sciences of the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc.) had advised against continuation of KPTCL towards arrears ofpower charges The KPTCLmining in the area. The Government should have
acted on the report and stopped mining in January.

They said planting of exotic tree species such as
Acasia and Casurina by the KIOCL had not helped in
the regeneration of greenery. On the contrary, these
species had undesirable effects on the grassland and
shola forests. They were hardy and resistant to cli-
matic factors and had dominated the natural spe-cies.
They asserted that their campaign against miningwas based on the findings of the IISc., and the STAC

Committee, which was appointed to study the pollu-tion caused bymining in the Bhadra Basin. The Bha-
dra passed through the mining region and carried
silt. Crop yields had declined considerably in the
downstream villages because of this. A huge quantityof silt had accumulated in the Bhadra Reservoir. Bio-
diversity of the region had been affected.
To a question, they said the closure of KIOCL

would not affect the economic scenario in the re- :

gion. The Union Ministry ofCommerce had said that
only 0.31 per cent of the foreign exchange revenue
(FER) was contributed by the KIOCL's export busi-ness.
They said the Karnataka Power Transmission Cor-

poration Limited (KPTCL) would be happy if the
KIOCL was closed. According to the 23rd annual re-
port of the KIOCL, it owed Rs. 197 crores to the

would have realised this money if it had serviced ;small consumers.

5



for discontinuance of mining in the Western Ghats
by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) by the groups led by Dr. U.R.Ananthamur-
thy, Jnan Pith Award winner, various organisations
here and in. others parts of Dakshina Kannada are
engaged in a "Save Kudremukh company" cam-
paign.
The KIOCL management's silence on the issue is

perceived by the anti-mining groups here as an ef-
fort to bring "closed-door influence" on the Gov-
erment to extend the lease term. With the sanghatan in this regard.
involvement of trade unions, self-proclaimed in-
dustrial "gurus" and students' associations in the
issue, the management's approach may not work.
The Dakshina Kannada Parisarasktara Okkuta,

which is spearheading the anti-mining movement,
has questioned the claim of the KIOCL in gettingthe lease term extended. Mr. Shampa Daithota, the
President of the organisation, said the companyshould have already taken steps to rehabilitate its
workers. The management started the KISCO with
a huge investment less than two years ago. It was
an act of irresponsibility and blackmail by the com-
pany, he charged.
Mr. P.R.Yashochandra, President, Parisaraskta

Krishikara Vedike, said the company might he wor-
ried about its 2,500 workers losing their jobs, but
along the Bhadra, about 2.5 lakh farmers were fac-
ing an uncertain future. The river was changing its

/KIOCL too has its supporters
course and drying up. The two organisations have
organised a rally here on September 18 and in Udu-
pi on September 23.
But the Kudremukdh Shrama Shakti Sanghatan,affiliated to the Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS), one of

the labour groups in the KIOCL, has urged the Gov-
ernment to allow the KIOCL to continue mining.
Mr. Lokayya Shetty, President, HMS, has met the

former Prime Minister, Mr. H.D.Deve Gowda, and
apprised him of the situation arising out of the un-
certainty over the renewal of the mining lease to
the KIOCL. The HMS has extended support to the

The campaign in the interest of the KIOCL has
attracted students' organisations also. The Manga-
lore University All-College Students' Association
(there are at least three other associations of the
same name), headed by Mr. Prasad Shetty, has
pledged its support to pro-mining groups. The stu-
dent bodies have been talked into supporting the
"Save KIOCL movement" on the presumption that
the youth in the district will lose employment op-
portunities if the company is shut down.
Both sides are writing to the authorities and lead-

ers, including the former Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, and the Union Minister for
Environment and Forests. Mr. T.R.Baalu, explain-
ing their positions.

The Jaya Sri Krishna Parisara Premi Samithi, a
new organisation, organised a "KIOCL ulisi" rally
here on Sunday.

0
By M.Raghuram
3. Notwithstanding the demandMANGALORE)



The use of explosives on hillsides has let loose soil and rocks into the Bhadra.

Forest Dept. files case
against KIOCL

By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, MARCH 27. The Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL), already under the gimlet
eyes of the Supreme Court for violation of the
Wildlife Protection Act, the Forest Conservation
Act and the Karnataka Forest Act even as its days
of mining in the environs of the Kudremukh Na-
tional Park may be numbered, has had another
case filed against it by the Karnataka Forest
Department.
This time, the Forest Department has filed a

forest offence case (FIR No. 16/2001-2002)
against the Chairman and Managing Director,
and Director of Production and Planning for vio-
lation of forest laws.

Even though the company has only a "tempo-
rary working permission" to continue mining in
the already broken area of 1,452 hectares, it has
expanded its mining activity beyond the already
broken area.
Like the proverbial Arab's camel, KIOCL has

disregarded the Supreme Court directive of De-
cember 12, 1996 banning any non-forest activity
in protected areas and national parks. Its latest
operations have almost touched the Bhadra Riv-
er, near Kachige Hole, with the use of explosives
on the steep slopes of the hill and the dumping of
boulders and loose soil directly into the shola
forest valley of the Bhadra.

Meanwhile, an analysis of the company's fi-

blithely violating a slew of laws and rules, in-
dicating that despite the Supreme Court's many
strictures, it hopes to be granted a fresh 20-year
lease after the earlier one expired on July 24,
1999.
Apparently treating the fresh lease as fait ac-

compli, KIOCL notes in that report, its 23rd, that
despite apprehensions, it has been making every
effort to secure the renewal, which, as it hap-
pened, remained elusive. KIOCL mentions in its
affidavit to the Supreme Court that the total value
of its assets is Rs. 1,163 crore.
As on March 31, 1999, according to the report,

it was Rs. 1,041 crore. This means that assets of
Rs. 122 crore have been acquired during the fi-
nancial years 1999-2000 and 2000-01, after the
expiry of the mining lease. State Forest Depart-
ment sources wonder how a company apprehen-
sive about its very existence in the near future
could go about acquiring assets of this order.

Besides, sources pointed out, even if these in-
vestments were made outside the National Park,
the Forest Conservation Act guidelines are clear
on the fact that expenditure incurred on such
works may prove infructuous if diversion of forest
land is not approved.

Last year, the State Government's attempts to
give a fresh, long-term lease to KIOCH suffered a
setback, with the Government of India saying in a
submission to the Supreme Court that the State
Government should "reconsider its decision to
exclude 3,703 hectares of forest land from the
Kudremukh National Park".
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AHMEDABAD, MARCH 27. A

High Court today issued

public interest liugation
petition challenging the
junsdiction of the National

probing the communal
violence 1n the State

the Chief Justice, DS Sinha,
and Justice B C Patel, issued
notices to the NHRC, its

the State Governments
returnable by April 8,
The PIL was filed by an

t

36(1) of the,Protection of

probe into any matter beng

givdats report and seck only fe
theGovernment s assistance
finahsing it 4

'ncidentally, the managing
trustee,of the petitioner
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Company Limited (KIOCL) has
been caught on the wrong foot
again with the Forest Department
booking a case against st for, alle-
gally expandimg and opening areas
beyond its leased boundaries in
the Kudremukh nationalpark .,,

Forest Department . sources
said a FIR has been registered
against the KIOCL for violating
the Forest Act a couple of days
ago The mining activity has ex
panded almost into the River
Bhadra on one of the edges near.
KachigeHoley bypsing explosives.
on the steepslopes of. thehill 'The
dumping of huge boulders and

has pprooted hundreds

+

of rges the shola forest and the
accumulation of loose soul has se-
verely clogged the natural flow of
River Bhadra, thesources said.
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By Our Special Correspondent

Division Bench of the Gujarat

notices pending admission of a

Human Rights Commission 1n

A Division Bench comprising

chairman, and the Union and

looked-into byanother judicial
commussion It also questioned
the NHRC seeking reports from *

was the commussion's dur tO! hefore sdék

VZ Patel, himselfwas a victim
of the mdb viclente and *

succumbed to injuries, he
sustained 6n February 28 in
Shahibagh area in the city, on
Tuesday
The petitioner sought the'

direction of the High Court
that since the State
Government had already
constituted the KG Shah
judicial cornmission toprobe
all aspects of the Godhra tram
tragedy and the violerice that
followed, the'NHRC or its
chairman, Justice § Verma,
may be restrained from
probing the violence It also
sought delenon'and
withdrawal of all the

materials collected by the

*

was improper an
tunwarranted at this stage for
the to 8

in. ro'vidit Gujarat to study the
! situat on? it was unfair to

?

42 wrt ety

even,'

into violence.a

Meanwhile, a BJP member of
the State Asseinbly, Vijay Patel,'
a lawyer, said the
of the State Govértinient by the
NHRC chair tantarhounted
to contempt vfthe K G Shah
judicial commissipn
In a statement gn the floor,

of the Assembly, Mr Patel said
the NHRC chairman had
transgressed his limits by
making such statements
against the Government. "It is
for the Government to decide
its priority, whether to take
steps to restore peace or *

enpige its time to prepare
reports for the NHRC
Mr Patel said he was not

e, he (ustice Verma) had

vited the

H
% conférences to criticise

e it ha
a teddy thd SHah
Commission'to,prabe the

The "Prantiya Matgdarshak «

Mandal'! the Vishwa Hindit
Parishad yesterday had ¢ 1%

criticised theNHRC forts

w, ott
the State Governmentwhen It: |

t

Tati. ahh? >

t

Forest Department boo
case against KIOCL

DH News Service

clogged the natural flow of the river at Kudiemukh ~
Tuy etek eat A td mare
stopped by the company personnel
after the casewas booked, sources
said. This 1s not the first tmethat
the KIOOL has been bookedby the

~
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Presently" the KIOCL has been'
grantéd onlv 8 temporaryworking
permiss.on to continue mining in
the already broken, area of 1,452
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Mining in Kudremukh to stop in 5 yrs.
By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, APRIL 20. The dog
days seem to be over for the Ku-
dremukh National Park (KNP),
with the State Government now
determined to stick to its com-
mitment made in an affidavit
before the Supreme Court that
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany Ltd. (KIOCL) will cease op-
erations within the national
park over the next five years,
Environmentalists and the

people's movements that the is-
sue spawned in the Western
Ghats districts of Chikmagalur,Dakshina Kannada and Shimo-
ga have often felt that this
change in stand by the State
Government was driven more
by the compulsions of comply-
ing with the Supreme Court's
directives than the desire to be
seen as a protector of its wildlife
resources.

Now, the environmentalists,
some of wham took the issue to

court, have plenty of reasons to
cheer. TThe Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, D.B.
Chandre Gowda, who is also the
minister in charge ofChikmaga-
lur District, has made it clear
that along with the mines, other
kinds of human incursions in-
imical to the survival ofnational
parks will have to go as well.
At a meeting with wildlife

conservation groups and rural
development NGOs here re-
cently, Mr. Chandre Gowda
took the stand that having told
the Supreme Court that it would
"roll back" its final notification
on the KNP in which the it de-
notified 3,703.55 hectares of the
park to accommodate a fresh
lease for mining operations by
the KIOCL. The 3,703.55 hec-
tares of prime forest land in-
cludes 3203.55 hectares which
was leased to the KIOCL, and
500 hectares of the submersion
area of the Lakya Dam.
At the April 6 meeting, Mr.

Chandre Gowda dashed the
hopes of the "rural develop-ment lobby" among the NGOs
which had banked on a denot-
ification of areas of the KNP in-
habited by tribal groups. Mr.
Gowda, who had with him offi-
cials from the Forest and the
Revenue departments, said the
Government was committed to
complying with Supreme Court
directives in the matter of na-
tional parks and protected
areas.

In fact, representatives of
wildlife groups invited to the
meeting were pleasantly sur-
prised to hear Mr. Chandre
Gowda give details of a resettle-
ment and rehabilitation (R&R)
package, and make examples
out of the Bhadra Tiger Reserve
and Nagarahole National Park,
where the R&R models have
been very. successful.
The highlights of the package

offered to tribal people settled
inside national parks are: all in-

terior villages which are totallycut off from social amenities
will be provided a voluntary re-
settlement package and shifted
to the peripheral areas of the
park where infrastructure such
as roads, electricity, telephone,
schools, and healthcare are al-
ready available; the Forest and
Revenue departments will pre-
pare a formal project proposal
for voluntary rehabilitation of
villages on the lines of the pro-
ject being implemented in Bha-
dra; there will be no
regularisation of forest en-
croachments other than those
of pre-1978 vintage which have
been identified and approved
by the Union Government.
Many wildlife groups, includ-

ing Wildlife First, Nature Con-
servation Guild of Chikmagalur,
Greenwatchers of Tumkur, Ku-
dremukh Wildlife Foundation,
Arohana of Mangalore, and
Wildcat- C of Chikmagalur have
welcomed these decisions.



Our Bureau
BANGALORE, April 20

THE Karnataka Gold Field's(KGF) People's Movement
(KPM) and the Kudremukh ag-itation received a shot in the
arm, with the Narmada BachaoAndolan activist, Ms Medha
Patkar, taking up both the caus-
es, under the umbrella of the
National Alliance of People'sMovement.
At a press conference here,Ms Patkar called it "a dead and

dry township," and asked theState Government to hold anunbiased enquiry into the KGE-BGML issue. "Provide alternate
industrialisation m the areas,"she said.
She said that workers in KGFwere jobless for the last 13

months, but the (Curt hed provided relief of only Rs 4,000 toeach of them.
KPM plans to organise a pa-da yatra by 500 people, walk-

ing over 100 km carryingone-lakh signatures to meet theChief Minister to present their
problems. Starting on April 21,the pada yatra will reach Ban-
galore on April 25.

Among KPM demands areThe Government should createalternate employment opportu-
by developing AGE as an

industrial city; announce KGFas a tax-free city for the indus-trial sector; provide pattas for
the houses at KGF for miningworkers; declare KGF as a sep-arate taluk; take over BGML
schools; and provide basic fa-cilities such as electricity, san-itation, drinking water supplyand medical relief to the peopleof KGF.
As for the Kudremukh issue,Ms Patkar said that she wouldbreak the law by entering theNational Reserve at Kudre-

mukh. She said that the tribalswere not permitted to enter theNational Reserve although theyhad a right to the produce of
the Reserve.
Residents, environmentalists

Patkar to support KGFKudremukh causes
and activists have been protest-ing over the mining activitics ofthe Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany, which has effected the
bio-diversity in the WesternGhats and polluted the fresh

G.R.N. Somashekar

NES.

Ne

Ms Medha Patkar at a press conference in Bangalore.
water stream. Western Ghatshas been declared one of the
ecological hotspots of theworld. The State Governmenthad denotified some 3,700 hec-tares in the Kudremukh Na-tional park, allowing mining.The Supreme Court then is-sued notices to the State Gov-

ernment and the Union
Government, asking the Union
Government to give reasons for
having permitted the miningactivities. The Centre has askedthe State Government to recon-sider its decision to denotify theland.
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By Our Special Correspondent

SHIMOGA, MAY 12. The campaign against the
development of Kudremukh National Park
in the Western Ghats has taken a new turn
with the leader of the Narmada Bachao An-
dolana (NBA), Medha Patkar, agreeing to
address a rally in Sringeri on Monday.
The Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (Put-

tannaiah and Nanjundaswamy groups), the
Dalit Sangharsha Samiti, the Sringeri Sha-
rada Peetha, the Adivasi Girijana Hitaraksh-
ana Samiti, the Mahila Jagruthi Vedike, the
Parisara Jagruthi Vedike, the PUCL, and the
Tunga Bhadra Ulisi Horata Samiti will par-
ticipate in the rally to be organised by the
Karnataka Vimochana Ranga (KVR). The
President of the Kudremukh Rashtriya
Udyan Virodhi Okkuta, Kalkuli Vithal
Hegde, will preside over the function.
A final notification for the development

area proposed to be developed spreads

over 602 sq. km. in Chikmagalur, Dakshina ple, who had been protecting the forest for
Kannada, and Udupi districts, excluding
3,977 hectares of land reserved for mining
by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Lim-
ited (KIOCL).
The KVR is opposing the project because

it will displace 15,000 people from Goudlu
and Malekudiya communities who have
been living in the region for long.
The okkuta, which has been campaign-

ing against the project for the past five projects in the name of development
years, has alleged that the Centre and the
State Government have decided to imple-
ment the project not because of their con-
cern to protect the Western Ghats, but to
evict the tribal people from the area before
handing it over to a multinational company
for mining.
The General Secretary of the KVR, K.L.

Ashok, said the Forest Department had
served notice to the tribal people to vacate the GSB Auditorium in Sringeri.

It was strange to note that the tribal peo-

edha to join campaign against park
the past several decades, had become "ene-
mies" of the environment in the eyes of the
Government. He alleged that the forest offi-
cials were forcing the tribal people to vacate
the land by filing false cases against them.
The okkuta was not opposing the pro-
grammes for the development of the West-
ern Ghats, but was against the destruction
of the region by allowing mining and other

The eco-system of the region could be
protected if it was allowed to sustain on its
own. The rights of tribal families over the
biodiversity should be recognised, he said.

Mr. Ashok said the campaign against
mining by the KIOCL and the proposed
park were aimed at protecting the Western
Ghats.
A seminar would be held on Tuesday at

H.S. Doreswamy, Gandhian, would inau-
gurate the seminar, he added.

of the park was issued on June 18, 2001. The the land reserved for the park.
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ea time' to be given
to KIOCL to stop mining

By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, JULY 2. The Govern-
ment has decided that mining
cannot go on indefinitely in Ku-
dremukh National Park where
the public sector Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL)
operates. "Reasonable time"
will be provided to KIOCL to

close down operations.
This is, perhaps, for the first

time that the Government has

put down in black and white its
commitment to wildlife conser-
vation and to preserve the na-
tional park, apart from its
affidavit before the Supreme
Court. KIOCL's 30-year lease ex-

pired in July 1999, and it has
been working with a temporary
permit pending decision on its

plea for a fresh lease of 20 years.
It transpires that the Kudre-

mukh Wildlife Foundation, and
other wildlife conservation
groups, wrote to the Congress
President, Sonia Gandhi, voic-

ing apprehensions over the at-

tempts of several Members of
Parliament from the State to

pressure the Chief Minister to

grant another lease to KIOCL.
When Ms. Gandhi's office

passed on the missive to the

Chief Minister, S.M.Krishna's
office on March 16 seeking clar-
ifications, the reply came on

April 22 from the Principal Sec-

retary to the ChiefMinister stat-

ing that there was no change in
the State's stand and its com-
mitment to the Supreme Court.
The Chief Minister's office

told Ms. Gandhi that ''the Min-
istry of Environment and For-
ests, keeping in view the public
interest litigation (petition) be-
fore the Supreme Court, as an
interim measure granted work-

ing permission to KIOCL to con-
tinue mining in the already
broken up area of 1,452.74 hec-.
tares for an additional period of
five years from October 25,
2001." The Government has

granted working permission for
one year from that date.
The fetter to Ms. Gandhi's

Secretary, Pulok Chatterji, add-
ed: "In supersession of all earli-
er recommendations, the
Government of India has been
informed that mining should be

permitted for a maximum of
five years, subject to the condi-
tion that mining is confined to

the broken up area. This exten-
sion will necessarily carry strin-

gent conditions in regard to

pollution control, ecological
restoration, safety and strong
monitoring mechanism."

Official sources told The
Hindu that various pressure
groups were lobbying to get the

Krishna Government to reverse
last year's final notification de-

claring Kudremukh forests as n-
ational park under Section 35(1)
ofWildlife Protection Act, 1972.
The sources said the Govern-

ment would be reluctant to tan-

gle with the Supreme Court,
which last year expressed dis-

pleasure over its decision to de-
notify 3,703.55 hectares of the
national park, to facilitate the

grant of a fresh lease for KIOCL.
The Government notification

issued on June 16, 2001 exclud-
ed the 3,703.55 hectares of for-
estland from an area of
60,032.38 hectares, which will
be notified as National Park un-
der Section 35(1) of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.

In its subsequent affidavit,
the Government told the Su-

preme Court that it would abide

by the Union Ministry's affida-
vit before the Supreme Court,
and permit KIOCL to operate
for a maximum of five years.

The office of Ms. Gandhi has
sent a copy of the Chief Minis-
ter's response to her query to

the wildlife activists.
Welcoming the development,

the Kudremukh Wildlife Foun-
dation's Coordinator, Niren
Jain, has urged the Government
to begin the process of phasing
down the mining operations.



re of fresh
investment plans of KIOCL
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Our Bureau
KOLKATA, Aug. 26

A SECTION of Members of Par
hament cutting across partyines has expressed serious
reservations over the proposed
fresh investments by Kudre
mukh Inron Ore Co Ltd
(KIOCL), shortlisted for
vestment. The profit-making
KIOCL has planned to make
additional investments through
Kudremukh Iron and Sieel Co
{KISCO) on new ventures tor
making pig iron and ductile
iron (DI) pipes.
The MPs, according to

sources, have also expressed
doubis ve thea nfention that
there was considerable avail
ability gap of DI pipes m the
country Lhey have urged the
Steel Ministry to review the
matter, suggesting that such
investments should not be al-
lowed.

KISGO ds ont venture b
tween Kudremukh Iron Ore Co
Ltd (KIOCL) Metallu: gical and
Engineering Consultants (Me-
con) and Metal Scrap Trading
Corporation (MSTC), and oper
ates a blast furnace with a ca-
pacity of 350 cum to
manufacture 2,27 000 tonnes

num using the pelleis from
KIOCL's pelletisation plant.

The Finance and Steel Ministries are not fully
agreed on the fresh investment plans of
KISCO. While the Steel Ministry has
supported the plan for investment of nearlyRs 100 crore on the proposed DI pipes unit
by KISCO, the Finance Ministry, sources point
out, has not fully favoured such investments.

A portion of the pig iron pro-
duced is now planned to be
used for manufacturing 50,000
tonnes of DI spun pipes per an-
num. KISCO, citing a good
market for DI pipes, has now

up a Dt pap s
unit ostensibly to reduce the
losses being incurred on sale of
pig iron at the moment
As per information availa

ble, the Finance and Stcel Min
istries are also not fully agreed
on the fresh investment plans

WET th Stee) Min
istry has supported the plan for
investment of nearly Rs 100
crore on the proposed DI pipesunit by KISCO the Finance
Muustry, sources point out, has
not fully favoured such invest-
ments.
KIOGL, already shorthsted

sale
of the Government's stake in
the company, is the country's

largest 100 per cent EOU en-
gaged in mining and pelletisa-
tion with a capacity of 6.8 mtpa
of iron ore concentrate and
three mtpa of iron ore pellets.
Seeking a review of the future

KIOCI
MPs have also sought a fresh
look into the proposal to mei geKISCO with KIOCL
Sources indicate that the

amalgamation of KISCO with
KIOCL may allow the reserve
fund of KIOCL to be utilised to
prop oup oss mi bin KES
CO. KIOCL, a blue chip PSU,
has been making prohts de
spite running into problems of
cxtension of its mining lease on
environmental considerations
{tis pointed out that if KISCO is
allowed to merge with the
profit making parent this mayi erode the pr sfit
ability of KIOCL.
A faxed query by Business

Line to Mr S$. Murari, CMD of
KIOCL, seeking a clarification
on this issue did not evoke any
response A quely on the via
biltty of the proposed 2 5 lakh
tonne coke oven unit (estimat
ed to cost Rs 131 crore) at
Karvar, considering the high
cost of umported coke, also did
nut fetch any sespunse from
KIOCL. The company is also
planning to set up a 70,000-
tonne DI pipes unit at an esti-
mated cost of nearly Rs 150
crore.

Questions have been raised
over the viability of this DI
pipes venture, considering the
investments that have to be

d th orepert dower
capacily situation (for DI pipes)
m the matket Asked to com
ment on the overcapacity sit-
uation, Flectrosteel Castings, a
major player im the DI pipes
sector, declined to say
anything.

know, the Union Government,
as a matter of policy, generally
does noi permit heavy invest-
ment in a company shortlisted
for disinvestment, unless the
investment is required to in-
crease its disinvestment value.
KIOQCI's plans for fresh mvest
mont sf oa domoay actually
diminish its disinvestment
valuc.

p d
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BANGALORE, OCT. 24. The Supreme Court
today ordered the closure of operations
within the Kudremukh National Park
(KNP) by July 2004. The court decision
is based on the recommendations of the
Central Empowered Committee (CEC)
set up by it.

"After carefully considering all views
and suggestions, and the rich
biodiversity of the area, and the
investment made by the KIOCL. the
suggestion of the Amicus Curiae the
committee is of the view that the KIOCL
be asked to wind up operations within
five years, or on the exhaustion of
oxidised secondary ore, whichever is
eatlier." The five-year term is with effect
from July 25, 1999 This judicial
intervention by a three judge Bench
comprising the Chief Justice of India,
BN N Kirpal, judges, Arjit Pasayat and
Y K Sabharwal, 1s in response to an
Interlocutory Application (IA) filed by
the Bangalore based Wildlife First and
its trustee, Chinnappa
The CEC has noted that an order of

February 14, 2000, prohibiting removal

By Alladi Jayasri of dead, dying, diseased trees, drift
wood, grass, from any area declared a
national park or a sanctuary, would
cover mining activity in all such areas.
As such, mining within the KNP by
KIOCL, would be a violation of the
Supreme Court orders dated December
12, 1996, as well as the February 2000
order.

"We went ahead with our petition
because we believe that no
development, including mining, should
be allowed in national parks," Praveen
Bhargav of Wildhfe First told The Hindu
The Supreme Court has also upheld

the CEC's recommendation that the
State Government should include the 37
sq. km. of reserved forest area, which
had been "illegally" excluded while
issuing the final notification of the KNP
The CEC, which 1s now a statutory

committee that will make
recommendations on all matters that
come under the Wnt Petition 202 (the
T N Godavarman Thirumalpad case),
has made other conclusions and
recommendations on the law as well as
ecological and other considerations The
five members of the committee are

\ ¥ End of the road for KIOCL ?
P.VJayakrishnan (Chairman), N.K.Joshi,
Valmik Thapar, Mahendra Vyas
(members), and M.K-Jiwrajka (member
secretary).
The CEC noted that after the mining

lease expired in 1999, the KIOCL was
granted temporary working permission

court, saying that another 20-year lease
for the KIOCL was under consideration}

affidavits, reports, documents, and
heard all parties concerned, and also
heard the Amicus Curiae, Harish Salve,

Conservation Act did not give IOO for
KIOCL to seek renewal of lease. THe,
mining leases could not be treated as a
right in land for the purpose of
settlement of nghts under the Wildlife
Protection Act (WPA), 1972
Since the area mined by the OcL

was part of the declared reserve/forest,
no new rights could accrue to the

company The CEC has observed that
the Deputy Commussionet's action m
allowing the claim of KIOCy under
WPA, was "without jurisdictfon"

e

twice, and the Ministry of Environment
#

and Forests had filed an affidavit in the *

The CEC, which examined all

on the matter, has noted that the Forest
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Kudremukh Iron Ore Company can,
0

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, OCT. 30. The Supreme Court to-
day permitted the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company in Karnataka to continue mining
operations till 2005, by which time the
weathered secondary ore available in the
already broken area should be exhausted.
A three-judge Bench, comprising the

Chief Justice, B.N. Kirpal, Justice Y.K. Sab-
barwal and Justice Arijit Pasayat, made it
clear that the activities would be subject to
fulfilment of the recommendations of the
Central Empowered Committee (CEC) on
ecological and other aspects. Writing the
judgment for the Bench, Mr. Justice Pasayat
said the modalities to be adapted to effec-
tuate this order and the recommendations
of the CEC shall be worked out by the Min-
istry of Environment and Forests, the State
Government and the company under the
supervision, guidance and monitoring of
the CEC.
The Bench was disposing of an applica-tion which, among other things, sought a

direction to the Environment Ministry to
withdraw permission to the company and
to direct it to stop polluting the Bhadra river
due to open cast mining. Expressing its an-

continue operations till 2005: SC
guish over the degradation of the environ-
ment, the Bench said, "By destroying
nature, environment, man is committing
matricide, having in a way killed Mother
Earth. Technological excellence, growth of
industries, economical gains have led to de-
pletion of natural resources irreversibly. In-
difference to the grave consequences, lack
of concem and foresight have contributed
in large measures to the alarming position."
Referring to the case on hand, the Bench

said, "The alleged victim is the flora and
fauna in and around Kudremukh National
Park, a part of the Western Ghats, among
the 18 internationally recognised 'hotspots'
for bio-diversity conservation in the world."
The company was earning valuable foreign
exchange and discontinuance of its busi-
ness activities would bring an end to this
and also render jobless a large number of
employees. It was also pointed out that
there were some subsisting contracts and
there was the possibility of extracting 342
million tonnes of primary ore and 119 of
secondary weathered ore.
Therefore, while permitting the company

to carry on its activities till 2005, it observ-
ed: "Hygienic environment is an integral
facet of right to healthy life and it would be

at

impossible to live with human dignity.with'
out a humane and healthy environmen.";

It said, "There is constitutional imper-
ative on the Central and State Governments
and bodies like municipalities not only to
ensure and safeguard proper environment
but also an imperative duty to take ade-
quate measures to promote, protect and
improve the environment made and nat-
ural environment." It noted that "aesthetic
use and pristine glory cannot be permitted
to be eroded for private, commercial orany
other use unless the courts find it néces-
sary, in good faith, for public good and in
public interest to encroach upon the said
resources" and that the greenery of India
should not be allowed to perish and be re-
placed with deserts.
The Bench expressed concern that the

State and Central Governments were not
consistent in their approach about the peri-
od for which mining could be permitted. It
noted: "Reasons have been highlighted to
justify the somersault. Whatever be the jus-
tification, it was but imperative that due
application of mind should have been
made before taking a particular stand aid

not to change colour like a chameleon and
that too not infrequently." t&q



would throw more light on the deaths.

WB team begins probe into
Nagarahole project

MADIKERI, FEB. 27. The World Bank tearm has initi-
ated a probe into allegations of irregularities
made against those concerned with the imple-
mentation of the Rs. 39-crore eco-development
project in the Nagarahole National Park (Rajiv
Gandhi National Park) following the Lokayukta
raids recently.

"The situation is not that alarming as it was
made out to be in the Press," S.Satish, Senior
Social Development Specialist of the World Bank
told The Hindu here. However, Mr. Satish and his

colleague, R.R.Mohan, did not make it clear
whether there was any truth in the allegations of

misappropriation of funds in carrying out the

eco-development scheme. Mr. Satish even said
the World Bank would extend any cooperation to
the Lokayukta to get at the truth, The team, which
included two private consultants, would submit a

report within a month, Mr. Satish added.
Referring to the allegation invoiving a Mysore-

based NGO, Mr. Satish said reports sought in this

regard by the Forest Department had pointed out
that things were in order.
To a question, Mr. Satish said on a perform-

ance scale of 10, he would allot seven marks to
the progress achieved in the implementation of
the eco-development project in the park. The
project had created tremendous awareness

among the people.
The main objectives involving as many as five

components were improved protected areaman-
agement, village eco-development, education
and awareness and impact monitoring and re-
search, overall project management, and prep-
aration of future biodiversity plans. Accordingly,
a management plan for the park was prepared by
M.K. Appaiah, former Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests, Karnataka.
With regard to the news of the death of 77

elephants in the park in the past three years, Mr.
Satish expressed concern saying Mr. Appaiah,
who is now a consultant in Forestry and Wildlife,
would look into the incidents. Most of the deaths
were attributed to natural causes. The report

1
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The World Bank also considered the issue of
timber felling, and Mr. Appaiah too would look
into this particular aspect. Mr. Satish said K.A-
.Kushalappa, a former Chief Conservator of For-
ests, now a consultant with the eco-development
project, would ascertain the facts on how to re-
duce the pressure on the park through village
eco-development committees. Both Mr. Appaiah
and Mr. Kushalappa were present.

He expressed happiness over the success of the
rehabilitation project for the tribal people from
Kodagu in Nagapura, near Hunsur, saying it
stood out as one of the best. The relocation was
taken up by an NGO with the Union Government
providing funds, the Government of Karnataka
land, and the World Bank giving technical assist-
ance. He was all praise for the University of Agri-
cultural Sciences, Bangalore, and the

Department of Anthropology, University of My-
sore, for ensuring the success of the relocation
scheme by providing technical inputs.

When the demand of the tribal people living
inside the Kodagu forests to rehabilitate them
within the forest boundaries was brought to his
notice, the shortage of forest land to do so came
up for debate. Anur Reddy, Conservator of For-
ests (Kodagu Circle}, said tribal people were re-
luctant to move to a 324-acre land at West
Nemmale in Virajpet taluk for rehabilitation. The
land was recently obtained by evicting encroach-
ers. Mr. Satish said he would talk to the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests on examining relo-
cation of tribal people at Majjigehalla, near
Thithimathi, which was once leased to an orange
cooperative society, but taken back.
The project was introduced in 1998 initially for

a period of five years. A one-year extension was

granted by the World Bank to complete the pro-
ject. It would expire in June 2003. More than 30

types of studies and research activities were con-
ducted under the project. Some of them were
relocation of tribal people, census of the inhabit-
ants, socio-economic study of the scheduled
tribes, village eco-development committees, en-
vironmental education, assessment of crop and
livestock, effects of fire on regeneration, soil
properties etc.

By Jeevan Chinnappa
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By Alladi Jayasri

quarters in the green lobby concede one
thing: if the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd. (KIOCL) did not nestle in
the hills and dales of the Western Ghats,
it would have been the "greenest" iron
ore mining company in the country.

After a protracted legal battle, where
the company likes to believe it gave its
best shot, the Supreme Court has shot
down requests to allow mining in the
forests anymore, and the KIOCL will have
to pack up and leave by December 31,
2005.
Although the. KIOCL is still hopeful thatit may be able to restate its case, the

company has already begun looking at
other mining areas: the Ramanadurgaand Kumaraswamy deposits in Bellary-
Hospet area, and outside the State in
Jharkhand and Orissa.

"We are exploring options in other
States to ensure uninterrupted supply of
iron ore to keep our pelletisation plant
running, the KIOCL Chairman and
Managing Director, P. Ganesan, said.
The KIOCL's peculiar dilemma springs

from the fact that in 1987, the Wildlife
Protection Act and Forest Conservation
Act were enforced, which stipulated that
all national parks be cleared of human

incursions. The KIOCL could continue
operation only until the expiry of the
lease.
The company's 30-year run that

brought in foreign exchange, exploited
mining resources to the optimal level,
and provided employment to scores of
people can no longer ensure it another
20-year lease to exploit primary ore.
There are many reasons for this.
There were ample indications of the

shape of things to come when the 30-year
lease expired on July 24, 1999.
New mining leases for the Nellibeedu

and Gangdikallu areas, where three rivers
that feed the region originate, were
denied to the company.
Much before the legal battle, the

KIOCL's presence in the region caused
resentment within the local communitywhich felt it had not benefited in terms of
employment or economic activity.
The Tunga, the Bhadra, and the

Netravathi have been considerably
polluted in the past three decades, a
strong active popular movement to
"retrieve" the environment had taken
toot, and the Western Ghats was
identified as one of the 18 ecological
hotspots of the world.
Another major factor that went against

the KIOCL in the legal battle was section
35(6) of the Wildlife Protection Act, which

looking at other mining options
states that no wildlife can be destroyed or
damaged or exploited within a national
park, or wildlife deprived of its habitat
without a permit from the Chief Wildlife
Warden.

It also restrains the State Government
from granting such permits until it is
satisfied that such destruction is
necessary to the improvement and better
management of the wildlife.
A considerable part of the 4,065

hectares of mining area held by the
KIOCL falls within the 500 sq. km.
national park.
The KIOCL is now determined to

implement in toto the eco-restoration
work before vacating Kudremukh, as
directed by the Supreme Court on the
recommendation of the Centrally
Empowered Committee.
Even then, it is a wrench for the

directors, engineers, and staff, some of
whom have been there from the very first
year of the inception of the company.
The Director, Gurumurthy, takes pridein the herb garden, the ergonomic designof the township, the gardens, and the

modern technology at work. The Deputy
General Manager, Deepak Vidyarthi,
whose job is to oversee the entire mining
area, talks passionately about his work,
but is philosophical in accepting the
coming change.

BANGALORE MAY 22. Even the hard-to-please
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By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, DEC. 12. The Iaya Shreckrishra Paris-ara Prema Samiti, floated by the Mumbar based
industrialist, Jayakar Shetty, has once again comeout in support of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany Limited (KIOCL)
Addressing presspersons here today, Mr. Shet- er 20) years.ty said that the samiti had already approached

political parties to elicit their support for thecause of the Rs. 40,000 crore "swadeshi" miningcompany and the several thousand people whose
livelihood was connected directly or indirectly tothe survival of the companyMr Shetty said that the samithi was for the
industrialisation of the region as it had the "bestinfrastructure and technical manpower, amongother things."

In a release that was issued at the press confer-ence, the samiti claimed that the "tussle" be-
tween the State and the Union Government on

Samiti comesS out in
Support of KIOCL

\3

the issue had forced the Supreme Court to orderthe closure of the mining company by December2004
Mr Shetty claimed that the tally orgamsed bythe samiti, sometime ago, had forced the Nation-

al Democratic Alliance Government to reconsiderthe issue of extending the mining lease by anoth

The samuti had also suggested the setting up of8 water treatment plant at the KIOCL at a cost ofRs. 40 crore to check the pollution caused to the.
Bhadra.

Mr. Shetty said that the samiti would present alist of demands to the Defence Minister, GeorgeFernandes, on his arrival here on December 21.The list would include the speeding up of the
Mangalore Bangalore gauge conversion project.The samiti would urge Mr. Fernandes to considerthe setting up of a corporation, similar to the oneformed for Konkan Railway so that there wouldbe no problems for raising finance.
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By Pramod Mellegatti
SHIMOGA, DEC. 30.A 10-day ''Save Tunga and Bhadra"
rally taken out by 30 environmental organisations:under the aegis of the Tunga Bhadra Ulisi HorataOkkotta in Chikmagalur, Shimoga, Davanagere,Bellary, Koppal and Raichur districts to createawareness about the dangers posed to the two
rivers, appears to have had a positive response.Street plays, slide shows and group songs were
part of the rally to highlight the threat to thesources of the two rivers from the KudremukhIron Ore Corporation Lid. (KIOCL}. The maindemands of the environmentalists are that theKIOCL should be wound up and the workers
rehabilitated; mining licenses should be
withdrawn; and that the Kudremukh National Parkshould not be developed as there is a serious
threat to the fragile eco-system of the Western
Ghats.
Different teams that set out on their culturalmission on December 23 would converge here on

January 2 when a public meeting is planned.Prominent leaders such as the President of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union in Delhi, Mr. Chaudhari
Mahendra Singh Tikayat, the President of theKarnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha, Prof. M.D.
Nanjundaswamy, and Dr. N. Murali Ballal of the
Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE)will address the gathering.
What prompted the environmentalists to launchthe protest programme is the reported move ofthe Government to renew the mining license ofthe KIOCL for another 20 years. It is said that the

//Save Tunga Bhadra' rally
evokes positive response

licence, which had been extended for a year afterthe 20-year license expired in May last year, islikely to be renewed before May 24, 200) whenthe one-year exiension ends.
What has upset the environmentalists is themove to allow deep mining (in the existing mines)

up to a depth of 300 metres and also conductingfresh mining operations in areas in the
Kudremukh National Park.
The Principal Conservator of Forests had said in

Conservator of Forests of the Kudremukh wildlifeDivision, that the Gangarikallu State Forest shouldnot be subjected to mining under anycircumstances.

a letter (October 1, 1994) addressed to the Deputy 4

"Prospecting for iron ore should nat also beallowed in this area as it will affect the watershedof the Tunga Mandala, which is the origin of boththe Tunga and Bhadra rivers. It will be detrimentalto the ecology besides hurting the religioussentiments of the local people," he said.
But mining operations were allowed to continuein the Kudremukh National Park, despite objectionfrom the Forest Department.
The convenor of the Okkoota, Mr. S.Sundar, saidthe consequences of allowing deep mining wouldbe disastrous as the area has been identified as an

"earthquake prone zone.'' The decision to allow
mining operations in Nellibeedu, a new area, isequally dangerous as it would lead to serious
degradation of torests and the virtual drying up ofthe sources of the rivers.
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SHIMOGA, JAN. 3. The convention of the people resid-
ing near the Tunga and Bhadra and around the Tun-
gabhadra belt here on Tuesday urged the
Government in a resolution not to take up any
scheme which will harm the rivers. It resolved that
steps should be taken immediately to prevent
mining operations by the Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-

By Our Staff Correspondent

pany Ltd, (KIOCL) near the sources of the Tunga and
. Bhadra in the Western Ghats.

The convention adopted as many as seven resolu-
tions which included a call to stop all industrial ac-
tivities in Gangarikallu and Nellibeedu in the
Kudremukh region; and the winding up of the KIOCL
after providing alternative jobs to its workers.
The convention also asked the Government to

.drop the move to develop the Kudremukh National
Park as that would involve evicting tribal people liv-
ing inside the forest area, and to initiate legal action
against VISL and Mysore Paper Mills in Bhadravati
for polluting the Bhadra by releasing effluents into
the river. It wanted similar action to be taken against
Harihar Polyfibres for polluting the Tungabhadra
River.
The President-"of"the Bharatiya Kisan Union,

Chaudhary Mahendrasingh Tikait, who addressed
the convention, extended his full support to the fight
against the pollution of the Tunga and Bhadra by <

industrial units such as the KIOCL, VISE and MPM.
He said it was not the problem of Karnataka alone ing.

Tunga, Bhadra sources
Call to prevent mining near

but of the entire nation. He said similar agitations by __

various environmental organisations were going on
in Uttar Pradesh also.
He pointed out that it was necessary for everyone

to think of the consequences of allowing multina-
tional companies into the core sector of economic
activity. Mr.Tikait said the Government should own
up responsibility if the rivers were polluted as it was
its duty to protect natural resources.
Prof.N.Murari Ballal of the Manipal Academy of

Higher Education (MAHE) said that with the advent
of globalisation, privatisation, and liberalisation the
divide between the haves and have nots was so vast
that it was becoming difficult to bridge the gap.
He said although the decision to sign the WTO's

condition's was taken by the earlier Government at
the Centre, it had not yet been ratified by Parlia-
ment. The President of the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha, Prof.M.D.Nanjundaswamy, criticised the
"anti-farmer'' policies of the Government.
The Magsaysay Award winner, Mr. K.V.Subbanna,

who could not attend the conference, said in a mess-
age that there was a need to launch a sustained ag-
itation against the mining activities of the KIOCL as
it posed a serious threat to the Tunga and Bhadra
rivers.
Mr.Pandurang Hegde, an environmentalist from

Sirsi, the president of the Tunga Bhadra Ulisi Horata
Okkoota, Mf.Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, and the convenor_
of the okkoota, Mr.S.Sundara, addressed the gather-Y
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venue where a public meeting was
«Environment threatened by political motives'

SHIMOGA, JAN. 2. A rally here on
Tuesday marked the finale of the
10-day "'Save Tunga and Bhadra"
jatha which was taken out in Chik-
magalur, Shimoga, Davangere,
Bellary, Koppal and Raichur dis
tricts. The jatha launched on Dc
cember 23, was to create
awareness about the threat to the

Tunga and the Bhadra which are
considered the lifeline of these
parts of the State.
Ms. Ponnammal, a veteran so-

cialist and freedom fighter, who
formally inaugurated the rally at
the Science Field by beating the
drum, regretted that environment
and ecology were being exposed
to a serious threat on account of
selfish motives of the politicians.
She cautioned that the forests

would remain only on paper if se-
rious steps were not taken to save
them. She said that there was a
dire need to save environment
from the hold of the selfish politic-
ians.
Emphasising the need to stop

mining in the vicinity of the sourc-
es of the two rivers, she said that
the sources of the Tunga and the Bhadra
would dry up completely ifmining was not
stopped immediately. She appealed to the
Government not to involve multi-national
companies in development activities there.
Ms. Ponnammal lauded the initiative taken

4woh,
We+

Ms. Ponnammal, socialist and freedom fighter, beating a drum to jaunch a

procession taken out as part of 'Save Tunga and Bhadra' campaign
in Shimoga on Tuesday.

by voluntary organisations to fight against
mining by Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Ltd. (KIOCL) in the larger interests of sav-
ing the sources of the rivers. She hoped that
the Government would take note of the se-
riousness of the rally and would desist from

doing anything that would prove to be det-
rimental to the rivers. A farmers' leader,
Mr. Kadidal Shamanna, was present. The
colourful procession which started from
the Science Field passed through the main
roads of the city before converging at the

held. The President of the Bharati-
ya Kisan Union, Mr. Chaudhary
Mahendrasingh Tikayat, ad-
dressed the gathering. The Presi-
dent of the Karnataka Rajya

Raitha
Sangha, Prof. M.D.Na jttndaswa-

1

30 en-
vironmental organisations, who
participated in the jatha, jomed
the procession. The processionists
raised slogans against the pro-
posed renewal of permission for
mining in the ecologically- sensi-
tive area of the Western Ghats.
They carried placards in support of
their demands.

They formed a "Human chain"
at the Gopi Circle where they burnt
an effigy representing multi na
tional companies to register the:r
protest against the proposedmove
to hand over the KIOCL to a for-
eign company
Students and women parucipa-

ted in the procession which was
organised by the Tunga Bhadra
Ulisi Horata Okkoota with which
the Karnataka Vimochana Ranga,
the Mahila Jagruthi, the Civil

Rights Forum, the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha and the Progressive Vidharthi Ken-
dra were associated. Those who led the
procession included the President of the
Okkoota, Mr. Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, and it
Convenor, Mr. S.Sundara.
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By Our Staff Correspondent
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SHIMOGA MAY 24. The volunteers of

"Save Tunga-Bhadra Action

Committee" staged a "dharma"

on the premises of the Deputy

Commissioner's office here on

Thursday urging the Government

not to renew licence ofthe Kudre-

mukh Iron Ore Corporation Lim-

ited (KIOCL) to take up mining

activities in the "environmental-

ly-sensitive" area
in the vicinity of

the sources of Tunga and Bhadra

rivers.
Submitting 4 memorandum (o

the Deputy Commissioner, they

demanded that the mining activ

ities be banned completely in

Western Ghat region.



"NEERI Study'Says KIOCL poses
no threat to environment, ecology

By Our Special Correspondent
BANGALORE, JUNE 6. The Kudremukh Iron Ore Compa-
ny Limited (KIOCL) in a press note on WednesdayStated that a recently-conducted study undertaken
on the directive of the State Government, by the
National Environmental Engineering Research In- developing its neighbourhood, which was reflecte
stitute (NEERI), Nagpur, had indicated that there
was no serious impact on environment and ecologyin the Kudremukh forest area thanks to the safetymeasures adopted by the company. Towards this
end, the KIOCL had, with the help of Mangalore
University, developed and planted local species of
plants (acclimatised to the Western Ghats) by way of
afforestation works in the abandoned mine area.
After recently obtaining the ISO 14001 certification

from DNV, Netherlands for its environment man-
agement system, the KIOCL was now committed to
preserving and protecting the environment. It had
won a number of environmental awards, the most
recent being the Greentech Environmental Award,
instituted by the Greentech Foundation in Delhi.
A comprehensive master plan was being imple-

mented to deal with the integrated development of
forestry and ecology to prevent pollution, and main-
tain and improve environmental development.These included afforestation, prevention of soil
wash from mining operations getting into aquifers,
steps against noise, water and air pollution, preser-
vation of flora and fauna and hormonology, devel-
opment of infrastructure facilities, abandoned land
use, etc. The company accorded the highest impor-
tance to monitoring the water and air quality in co-
ordination with the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board, the College of Fisheries, and the Re-
search Centre of the Central Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute in Mangalore.
Despite loss of production for 63 days in the fi-

nancial year 2000-2001 owing to the damage to its
slurry pipeline, the company succeeded in fulfillingits financial targets for the year. Despite difficulties
faced by the steel and iron ore industry, the compa-
ny consistently earned foreign exchange of $ 150
million per annum. Its performance was rated as
"excellent" by the Department of Public Enterprises.
In the last financial year, the KIOCL achieved a sales

turnover of Rs. 583 crore, and earned a net profit of
Rs. 59 crore. Consequently, the KIOCL Board ap
proved a dividend of Rs. 22.12 crore to be paid to its
shareholders.
The KiOCL was committed to the responsibility o

in the development of playgrounds for schoolchil+
dren, construction of school buildings, provision of
drinking water to Kalasa, Samse and Balehonnur vil-
lages, programmes for healthcare, building of
bridges across rivers, etc.
The company had struck a fine balance between

ecology and development, and remained committed
to the protection and preservation of the environ
ment, the press note added.
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By Our Special Correspondent
BANGALORE, JUNE 22. The Union Minister of State for Steel Mr
Braj Kishore Tripathi, has thanked Karnataka for extendin thelease to the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company by 20 years

g

In a letter to the Chief Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna, Mr.
Tripathi has said that the exclusion of 3,703 hectares of forestland in the South Bhadra State forest (Kudremukh National
Park) would pave the way for grant of a fresh lease.



Pejawar seer."
opposes move
on Kudremukh
By Our Staff Correspondent

4

UDUPI, JUNE 22. Sri Vishwesha
Theertha Swamiji of Paryaya Sri
Pejawar Math has criticised the
Government's move to the
denotify over 3,000 hectares of
jand in Kudremukh National

: Park, paving the way for a
20-year lease to the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL).
In his letter of June 20 to the

Chief Minister, Mr. S.M.Krishna,
the swamiji has said he had
learnt that the "State
Government is going to denotify
parts of Kudremukh National
Park for continuation of mining
for another 20 years, and to
build a new dam for the
collection of iron-ore waste."
This would spell doom for the

Bhadra river and the people
living downstream. Iron ore was
available in plenty in the region
and mining could be shifted to
a low rainfall area, where the
damage to environment would
be minimum.
This would safeguard the

interests of the KIOCL
employees. "We urge you to
take measures in this regard,"
he has said in the letter.



Greens orotest denotificationf KIOCL mining area
By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, JUNE 21.Wildlife activ-
ists and environmentalists have
expressed shock over the Kudre-
mukh National Park notification
which excludes from the limits of
the park the 3,703.55 hectares
leased out to the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Ltd.
The Nagarik Seva Trust and the

Institute for Natural Resources
Conservation, Education, Re-
search and Training (INCERT) to-
day came out with a detailed
report titled "Escalating Ecocide
in Kudremukh National Park"
documenting the many omis-
sions and commissions by the
KIOCL and the State Government,
disregarding several Jaws and Su-
preme Court directives.

Over 800 documents were col-
lected, numerous field trips made
by as many as 20 organisations
supporting NST and INCERT, be-
fore the report was completed.
Mr. Zafar Futehally, well-known
wildlife expert who released the

report, said it was depressing to
see India, an eager signatory to all
international treaties and con-
ventions related to conservation
ofwildlife and ecology, destroying

its own precious, irretrievable
wealth ofnatural resources in this
manner.
Quoting from the reports of

IUCN, a conservation organisa-
tion, he said the eco-footprint, an
indicator of the impact of human
interference on Nature, showed
that the negative impact on the
environment had gone up by 50

per cent in 50 years.
Mr. S. Sridhar of INCERT noted

that according to the Asian Envi-
ronment Report, 90 per cent of
wildlife habitats on the continent
had been completely destroyed in
the past 50 years.
The report on KIOCL's "eco-

cide" notes that the mining com-
pany has been violating
provisions of various Acts, includ-
ing the Forest Conservation Act,
1980; the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972; the Environment Protection
Act, 1986; the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act,
1978; the Explosives Act, 1972;
and the Karnataka Irrigation Act,
1964.
The violations by the company

include failing to pay water rates
consistently over several years on
the pretext that it is paying cess to
the Karnataka Pollution Control

Board, a poor track record in
compensatory afforestation, and
pollution of the Bhadra and the
Bhadra Reservoir.
Wildlife groups -such as the Ku-

dremukh Wildlife Foundation
have issued statements saying
that they fear the notification
would lead to continued mining
in the fragileWestern Ghats, lead-
ing to further pollution of the
Bhadra, and silting up of the res-
ervoir.
"By issuing the notification to

denotify the mining area under
lease to KIOCL, whose lease ex-

pired two years ago, the State
Government has violated the di-
rectives of the Supreme Court on
tefraining from denotifying any
area within the 526 parks and
sanctuaries in the country," the
release added.
Wildlife First, Nature Conserva-

tion Guild of Chikmagalur, Wild-
life Watch of Bangalore,
Greenwatchers, Tumkur and Aro-
hana of Mangalore have joined
the Kudremukh Wildlife Founda-
tion in an appeal to the Govern-
ment to immediately withdraw
the notification, and ensure that
Kudremukh is retained as a na-
tional park.

eh,
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Greens oppose move to renew KIOCL's mining licence
SHIMOGA, JULY 11 Environmental organisa
tions have opposed the reported move of
the Government to renew the lease given to
'the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) to continue miming in the Western
Ghats The present lease will expire on July
24
The ongoing agitation by the Save Tun

gabhadra Action Committee, against
muning 1n the region by KIOCL, took a new
turn with the parncipation of the Kannada
writer and Jnanpith Award winner, Dr
U RAnanthmurthy, who hails from the
Malnad region
He has been campaigning against the

threat posed to the Tunga because of
muning in the Western Ghats He has par
icipated inmany protest programmes held
at in Shumoga District
The environmentalists argue that any

move to renew the lease given to KIOCL
will cause irreparable damage to the West
ern Ghats
Mr Kalkuh Vithal Hegde who has been

spearheading the movement against
mining in the region said mining uper
ations the past 30 years had ruined the
Bhadra and the Tunga too would meet the
same fate if the lease was extended to
KIOCL These rivers were the lifeline of Kar
nataka, and nobodv had the nght to pose a
threat to them m the name of develop
ment, he added
He alleged that the idea behind renewing

the mining licence was to puivatise KIOCL

i

A street play as part of the demonstration to protest against the mining
operations of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited.

before handing it over to Nippon, a Japa
nese company to which iron ore was being
supplied

The 30 year lence should have expired
in 1999 but the Government renewed it
twice The Government intended to renew
the licence for the next 20 years Most of

the mountain ranges in the Western Ghats
had been razed to the ground in the name
of mining Despite causing damage to the
fragile ecosystem of the region, KIOCL was
bemg honoured with the environmental
award every year, he charged

Mr Hegde oppgsed to the develapment
4

of a national park in the region The in
tention behind it was to allaw the KIOCL to
continue muning after evictmg nearly
20,000 tribal people who had been hving
there, he said
Prof BM Kumaraswamy, environmen

talist said miming was gomg on in the
Western Ghats violation of the Supreme
Court order of December 12, 1996 which
banned non forest activity m national
parks and wildlife sanctuaries It was sur
pnising that the Government tself had vio
lated the order by allowing mining in the
area which was part of the Kudiemukh Na
tional Park, he added
He said the southern part of the Western

Ghats running from the Kali downwards
was one of the two biodiversity hotspots in
the country The manner in which mining
Operations were carned out indicated that
a systematic attempt was being made to
destroy the priceless flora and fauna the
region The 67 km long pipeline from Ku
dremukh to Mangalore carrying the iron
ore slurry passed through the national
park
Prof Kumaraswamy took exception to

the reported action of the State Govern
ment to denotrfy 3 700 hectares for mming
without seeking the formal approval of the
Assembly
Meanwhue, the Tungabhadra Uhis: Hora

ta Samiti Okkoota has called for a bandh on
July 24 in all districts where the Tunga and
Bhadra flow to protest against the reported
move of the Government to extend the
mining lease to the KIOCL

By Pramod Mellegatti
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ve Tunga stir
gets a shot in

the arm
SHIMOGA, JULY 15. The on-going
"Save Tunga"' agitation received a
boost with the leading writer from
the Malnad region, Mr. K.P.Poor-
nachandra Tejaswi, son of the po-
et laureate, K.V.Puttappa,
expressing his support to the
movement.
Recently, the Jnanpith award

winner, Dr. U.R.Ananthamurthy,
who also hails from the Malnad
region, associated himself with
the agitation calling for suspen-
sion of mining near Kudremukh.

In a letter to the ChiefMinister,
Mr. S.M.Krishna, Mr. Tejaswi said
he was making a request to him
after reading his reply to Dr.
Ananthamurthy's e-mail to him
(Mr. Krishna) on the mining activ-
ities near Kudremukh.

Mr. Tejaswi said he was greatly
impressed by the sincerity ex-
.pressed by him (Mr. Krishna) in
his reply to Dr. Ananthamurthy.
"Tam unable to join Dr. Anantha-
murthy in meeting you on July 18
but I am extending my whole-
hearted support to Dr. Anantha-
murthy in his struggle,"' he said.
Explaining his close association

with the enchanting environs of
the Western Ghats region, Mr. Te-
jaswi said: "TI have spent several
years of my life on the banks of
the Tunga and the Bhadra and al-
so on the slopés of the Kudre-
mukh and other hills. I have seen
and studied the frightening envi-
ronmental! disasters of mining at
those places."
Mr. Tejaswi said the stopping of

mining was only the first step of
the long march towards minimis-
ing the environmental hazards in
the future.
Meanwhile, a meeting of the

legislators from the Malnad re-
gion has been convened at the
Vidhana Soudha in Bangalore on
July 17 to discuss the situation
arising out of the continued
mining operations by the KIOCL
in the Western Ghats and to im-
press upon the Government not
to renew the mining licence.
It is learnt that Dr. Anantha-

murthy has convened a meeting
of prominent citizens of Banga-
lore on Monday to seek their sup-
port to the agitation against the
mining activities in the Malnad
region and also to request them to
pressure on the Chief Minister
not to renew the mining licence of
the KIOCL.
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Govt. statement today \

on mining in W. Ghats
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, JULY 17. The State Government
will make a statement tomorrow on the re-
newal of the mining lease issued to the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd. (KIOCL),
which has kicked up a controversy, the Min-
ister for Mines and Geology, Mr. V. Muni-
yappa, has said.
Mr. Muniyappa informed the Legislative

Assembly on Monday that he had asked the
officials to prepare a detailed report on the
mining operations at Kudremukh since the
issue involved both the State and Union gov-
ernments.
The minister was responding to concerns

expressed by the Opposition over the "de-
struction of the Western Ghats" due to the
mining of fron ore in the area. The matter
was raised by the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Jagadish Shettar, during Zero Hour. Mr.

Shettar said the reported anted
for the renewal of the company's mining
lease would lead to the destruction of the
Western Ghats. Mr. A. Ramdas (BJP) said the
water used to wash the oremined in the area
would pollute the Bhadra. The forest wealth
destroyed by the mining operations could
never be regenerated.
Mr. K.B. Mallikarjun (JD-U) said the Bha-

dra and Tunga would dry up unless KIOCL
was asked to stop mining.
Mr. Visvesvara Hegde (BJP) referred to the

views of environment experts that the West-
em Ghats was one of the 18 "biodiversity
hotspots" worldwide which had to be pre-
served. While making it clear that those op-
posed to the mining operations were not
against development, he said the question
that should be asked was, development at
what cost?



HMS oppoéé
ft

anti-KIOCL stir
By Our Staff Correspondent

BANGALORE, JULY 15. The Kudre-
mukh Shram Shakthi Sanghatan
affiliated to the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha (HMS) has opposed the an-
ti- iron ore mining in the Western
ghats campaign by environmen-
talists and intellectuals.
Reacting to the reports of the

agitation against the leasing of
new areas for mining to the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore Company Lim-
ited (KIOCL), Mr. Lokayya Shetty,
president of the sanghatan, in a
press release here today said the
agitators should stop instigating
people against the project by
feeding wrong information to
them. They should see for them-
selves the environmental pro-
gramme that the KIOCL had
taken up on its sites.



A Talks on
Kudremukh will
not yield much

By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMOGA, JULY 17. The President of
the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sang-
ha (KRRS), Prof. M.D.Nanjundas-
wamy, has not approved the
"meek" request made by some
intellectuals to the Government
to stop mining operations by the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Ltd. (KIOCL) in the Western
Ghats.

"Why should we go to the Vid-
hana Soudha to make such a re-
quest to the Government only to
show our weakness?" he asked.
His reaction came when he was
asked at a press conference here
on Tuesday about the sudden
spurt in the anti-mining activities
under the leadership of the Kan-
nada writer and winner of the
Jnanpith Award, Dr U.R.Ananth-
murthy



Hegde favours ban on mining
Our Special Correspondent4

BANGALORE, JULY 17. The former Chief Minister, Mr. Ramakrishna

Hegde (in picture), has expressed support for the demand for

banning all mining activity in the Western Ghats of the State,
including that at Kudremukh.
In a statement to the press

here on Tuesday, Mr. Hegde said
that he fully supported the
writers, conservationists and

prominent citizens of the State
who met here on Monday under
the auspices of "Rujuvaathu
Vedike" and gave a call for
halting mining activity in the
Western Ghats.

Mr. Hegde said that he could
not attend the meeting as he had
uve other appointments
Any Comune.

leading to the 'defiling" of the
Western Ghats would have
serious repercussions on the
entire South India, he added.
Mr. Hegde issued a call on his

own to the people of the State to support the writers and

others who were determined to stop mining in the ghats.
_-

_-
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"Decision on KIOCL mining
BANGALORE, JULY 18. The Chief Minister, Mr.
S.M. Krishna, on Wednesday assured a dele-
gation led by the Jnanpith Award winner, Dr.
U.R. Ananthamurthy, which called on him,
that the Cabinet, which was scheduled to
meet on Thursday, would take a final deci-
sion on the issue of renewing the mining
lease of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Ltd. (KIOCL), which would expire on July 24.

He assured the delegation of environmen-
talists, legislators and others that the Gov-
ernment would have to take various factors
into consideration before it decided to renew
the mining Icase. He said that the Union
Government had a big stake in the issue, and
that the Supreme Court's intervention was
also expected. He told Dr. Ananthamurthy
and other members of the delegation that
the State Government did not entertain the
request earlier made by the KIOCL manage-

ment for expansion of the mining operations
in the Kudremukh region.
Dr. Ananthamurthy and others forcefully

pleaded with the ChiefMinister not to renew
the mining lease, as 30 years of continuous
mining operations in the eco-sensitive Ku-
dremukh region in the Western Ghats, which
was rich in rare fauna and flora, had denud-
ed the forest and caused immense damage to
the eco-system of the region. The delegation
impressed on the ChiefMinister that a ''mo-
mentous and historic decision" not to re-
newing the mining lease, resisting pressure
from any quarters, would effectively arrest
the havoc already wrought on the region.
The members of delegation included the

Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Council, Mr. K.H. Srinivasa, Mr. B.L. Shan-
kar, Mr. K.B. Mallikarjun, Mr. A. Jnanendra
and Mr. Visvesvara Hegde. The former State
Government official, Mr. Yellappa Reddy,
and the noted environmentalist, Mr. Ullas

lease today
Karanth, were also part of the delegation.
Speaking in the Legislative Assembly, Mr.

Krishna said on Wednesday that a decision
on whether or not to permit KIOCL to con-
tinue mining would be taken by the Govern-
ment, in the light of the experience so far.
Mr. Krishna, who was replying to points

raised by the Opposition members express-
ing concern at the destruction of. flora and
fauna in the Kudremukh area, said the Cabi-
net had rejected the company's request for
the allotment of more land for mining.
Pointing out that mining was permitted by

the Government about 30 years ago in the

background of the need for industrialisation
of the State, Mr. Krishna said the time had
come to assess the damage to the Western
Ghats. Even in the past, persons with a con-
cern for the environment had warned
against mining on the ground that it would
affect not only the particular area, but the
entire Western Ghats, he added.

by Our Special Correspondent
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By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, JULY 16. The presti-
gious Rijuvathu Vedike, actively
supported by a galaxy of senior
citizens, acclaimed Kannada writ-
ers, noted environmentalists, pol-
iticians, and former bureaucrats,
has urged the Government not to
permit the "suicidal" mining ac-
tivity in the entire Western Ghats
in the larger interest of protecting
the rich flora and fauna.

Addressing a press conference
here today, the former Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court of Mysore,
Mr. Justice Nittoor Srinivasa Rao,
said that destroying nature indis-
criminately in the name of devel-

| opment would harm the national
interest. It was time the author-
ities concerned realised the dan-
ger posed by mining in
Kudremukh and took steps to
prevent imminent tragedy.
Emphasising that the agitation

against the Government's report-
ed willingness to permit mining
in Kudremukh, the Jnanpith
Award winner, Dr. U.R. Anantha-
murthy, said that the situation
was alarming and should com-
mand immediate attention. He
regretted that he had not given
much attention to the issue al-
though agitation against such
devastating activities, had been
going on for the past 10 years.
Terming the agitation as an ex-
pression of "righteous indigna-
tion through peaceful measures,"
he said he had told the activists of
the Save Tunga-Bhadra Agitators'

Federation that the movement
should be wholly peaceful and
non-violent and not even a pro-
test slogan should be raised either
against the Government, MNCs
or others involved. It should be an
apolitical movement, and there
was no place for political or per-
sonal interests and differences in
it.
Explaining his position and the

action that he had initiated in this
regard, he said the ChiefMinister,
Mr. S.M. Krishna, had responded
to his e-mail and agreed to meet a
delegation on Wednesday. If the
State Government was genuinely
keen on resolving the issue and
help people and their culture, it
could even overlook the Union
Government's interest if there
was any. The federation would
chalk out its future course of ac-
tion after holding discussion with
the Chief Minister, he added.
The noted environmentalist,

Mr. Ullas Karanth, suggested that
the State Government could help
people and itself by withdrawing
the affidavit from the Supreme
Court (filed by it) on the issue in
connection with a pending case.
He charged that the Union Minis-
try of Steel and an influential poli-
tician were keen on extending
permission to mining in Kudre-
mukh.
Anumbér of environmental ac-

tivists, representing various fora
from Shimoga, Thirthahalli,
Chickkamagalur, Kudremukh and
other areas said that even official-
ly-sponsored survey reports on

Intellectuals cry halt
ining in Western Ghats

the issue were false and mislead:
ing. There was a classic case of a
survey report classifying cows un-
der wildlife and interpreting grass
as forest, they added.
The former Secretary, Depart-

ment of Ecology and Environ-
ment, Mr. Yellappa Reddy, said
that the Kudremukh issue was not
confined to one place or one
State. It was an issue to be per,
ceived on a broader perspective.
It had all the calamitous potential
to become a national issue if it
was not addressed immediately.
A 12-minute video documen-

tary on the adverse impact of
mining in Kudremukh on the
theme "Insane mining: Contin-
uous tragedy of Kudremukh" was
screened on the occasion. Prof.
A.N. Murthy Rao, Dr. M. Chida-
nanda Murthy, Dr. Sumatindra
Nadig, Dr. Chandrashekhara
Kambara, Mr. A.N. Nagaraj, Prof,
Murari Ballal, the former Chief
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Para-
meshwarappa, the former Chair-
man of the Kannada
Development Authority, Mr. G:
Narayana, and Ms. Indira Aruna,
chala, spoke. The Minister of In-
formation and Publicity Prof.B. K.
Chandrashekar, Mr. Nada Gouda
(MLC) and a number of intellec-
tuals, writers and environmental
activists and academicians were
present.

The issue is scheduled to b
discussed again by a number o
MLAs, MLCs and other politicians
under the aegis of the Rijuvatu
Vedike on Tuesday.
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ifon"Govt may withdraw
mining lease to KIOCL
By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, JULY 19. Environmentalists fight-
ing to preserve what is left of Kudremukh,
after 30 years of iron ore mining, might have
something to cheer for: the Government's
decision not to extend mining lease given to
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd.

Interestingly, the same person who grant-ed the lease, as Minister for Industry 30 years
ago, is now expected to take the decision to
terminate it. Addressing a meeting of the na-
tional executive committee of the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry here on Thursday, the ChiefMinister,

Mr. S.M.Krishna, said: "The Government
might have to withdraw the lease given to
KIOCL."
"We have seen the degradation of envi-

ronment. Now certainly, we have to make
amends. The amends must be met square-
ly," he said.
Mr. Krishna, who recalled that ''even then,

my elders had warned me" of the damagethat would be caused by the mining, howev-
er, could not resist throwing an element of
doubt on what the decision was likely to be.
"There must be a delicate balance; we can-
not simply throw out the investments made
there," he said.



/ Rally against
mining \\
BHADRAVATI, JULY 21. A rally
has been planned on July 24

by the Tunga-Bhadra Save

Struggle Federation in protest
against the mining in the
Western Ghats by the
Kudremukh fron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL).
Thirty-nine organisations

will participate in the rally
demanding that the
Government preserve the
environment and stop all

mining activities in the

region.



Protest a
SHIMOGA, JULY 21. The agitation against the

Government's move to renew the mining li-
cence to the Kudremukh lron Ore Company
Ltd. (KIOCL) in the Western Ghats is gaining
momentum. Various organisations and insti-
tutions have expressed their support to the

call for a bandh on July 24 in nine districts

through which the Tunga and Bhadya rivers
flow.
Stating this at a press conference on Friday

at the Karnataka Sangha here, the co-ordina-
tor of the Tunga Moola Ulisi Horata Samithi,
Mr.Kalkuli Vithal Hegde, said that the Chief
Minister, Mr.S.M.Krishna's statement that a

decision to extend KIOCL's mining lease

would be taken after discussing the issue with
its employees, gave the impression that he was

under pressure from vested interests to do so.

01
G| Although Mr.Krishna had admitted to the

delegation led by the Kannada writer, Dr.U-

.R.Ananthamurthy on July 18 in Bangalore
that the continued mining in the Western
Ghats in the last 30 years had caused incalcu-
lable damage to the eco-system, his subse-

quent statement was confusing.

Mr.Hegde said all the experts who had con-
ducted a detailed study on the impact of

mining in the Western Ghats felt unanimously
that it was harmful and it should be stopped.

He said the bandh on July 24, which would

coincide with the expiry of the mining lease,
would be total and peaceful.He warned that

the agitation would be intensified if the Gov-
ernment ignored the opposition to the mining
activity. The seers of the Sringeri, Pejawar and

Rambhapuri maths had expressed their sup-

port to the bandh.

gainst mining lease gathers momentum
Mr.B.L.Sridhar an environmentalist from

Tirthahalli, referred to the remark of the Chief
Minister that the closure of mining operations
would render the KIOCL employees jobless,
and said the employees the company could be

offered adequate compensation before allow-

ing them to opt for voluntary retirement. The

interests of the lifeline rivers and the Western

Ghats and the people who depended on these

rivers for their sustenance, could not be sacri-

ficed for the sake 2,000 employees.

By Our Staf Correspondent

The secretary of the committee, Mr.K.L.Ash-

ok, said that mining would not be permitted
after July 24 underany circumstances.

Mr.S.Sundara said human chains would be

formed during the bandh on the banks of the

Tunga and Bhadra in all the districts where it

would be observed as a mark of protest against
the mining activity.
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The Kudremukh National
Park is under increasing
pressure from muning
activities Further an

extension of mining
lease and a prospecting

licence to KIOCL ts posing
a serious threat to the

biodiversity of the region
Dr K Prabhakar Achar

appeals for urgent measures
to deal with the crisis

he Western Ghats which extend from
the mouth of the river Tapti (21N
Guyarath) to the tip of the peninsular

India (8N Cape Comorin) practically form an
unbroken barrier along the western coast for
almost 1600 km being interrupted only by the
Palghat gap of about 30 km wide They are
considered as one of the 18 biodiversity
hotspots in the world Kudremukh National
Park straddling across the districts of Chick
magalur Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 1s
one of the Karnatakas most recently declared
protected areas located almost in the heart of
the hill chains of Western Ghats

History and Geography
Kudremukh National Park corresponds to

the erstwhile state forest declared by the gov
ernment of his highness the Maharaja of
Mysore in 7th July 1916 On 2nd September
1987 the government of Karnataka declared
an area of 60032 884 hectares (about 600
sqkm) as KNP from its earher status of re
served forest Once it was a popular hunting

bouring Kerala state
KNP stretches between Narasimha Par

vatha (in Sringeri Taluk) in the north to the
Jamalabad Fort (in Belthangadi Taluk) in the
south The average elevation of the hill chains
sprawling within the park area 1s about
1000m and the highest peak 1s Kudremukh
peak (1892m) The park area has nch depos
its of magnatite and hematite

Innumerable streams and rivulets cascade
down to form spectacular waterfalls and these
rivulets after traversing through undulating
plains form three main mvers of the region
the Tunga the Bhadra and the Netravati
Gangamoola 1s said to be the place of origin
of these three important rivers (but in the
survey of India toposheet only the river

"4 ary m the north west
Ecological Habitats

KNP presents a mosaic of vegetation that
includes the tropical evergreen forests at the
steep slopes and southern hilltops and semiev
ergreen forests towards the west coast The
tropical evergreen forests along the central
ridge are extremely diverse and well pre
served while the vegetation of higher slopes
and rolling hills comprises of the typical low
elevation shola and grassland Each patch of
shola forest appears hke an island surround
ed by grasslands

Scrubs thickets and grasslands are the
major non forest habitat types Monoculture
plantations of eucalyptus casuarina and Aca
cia appear in a number of locations The
horticultural crops include arecanut coconut
coffee cashewnut and rubber plantations The
annual herbaceous cultivations include cereals
hke paddy and pulses

Plant Diversity
In many well studied landscapes of West

em Ghats over 1000 species of flowering
plants have been recorded Some of them are
endemic and many are of great medicinal
value The commercially exploited non timber
forest produces and minor forest produces of
the park area mainly mclude sheegekai (Aca
eta Concinna) gugul (Ailanthus malabricus)
vatethuh (Artocarpus lokoocha) (Cin
namomum verum) nelhka (Emblica
manthpulv/muruganahuh (Garcinia cambogia)
bheerund (Garcinia indica) jangehuh (Garcin
ta xanthochymus) jayeeka (Myristica gra
grans) rampatre (Myristica malabarica) alale
ka chebula) betta (Calamus sp) and further stated that KIO
and vate (Ochalandra sp)

Animal Diversity
The park area 1s also well known for its

rich diversity of animal life These include
the majestic Indian gaur sambar spotted
deer tiger leopard wilddogs sloth bears slen
der lons common mangoose giant squirrels
bonnet monkeys common langur and endan
gered species of hon tailed macaque and mal
abar civet Birds that enthrall nature lovers

a
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include hornbills pigeon emerald
dove and malabar trofon The deadly king
cobra the rare leanbo turtle and the flying
dragon are the 1mporfant native species of
reptiles Besides therefare several species of
amphibians freshwate# fishes butterflies and
other forest insects

Habitation sites;
According to the

parks and sanctuanes
by the research te

d Population
irectory of national
Karnataka prepared

of Indian Institute of
Public New Delhi there are
98 village and 126 anent habitation sites
within the park Th Kudremukh township
itself has over 4000 fesidents Population of
the park area mainly consists of tribal and
other forest dwelling

Threats the Park
The construction roads for mining ac

tavities and transport§is causing considcrable
damage to the fore@ts and wildlife When
trees are removed populations are
fragmented and the poaching becomes easi
er using vehicles

J nas af natinal ha kitat and tha anhaaniuant
decline in biodiversity are major issues of
concern especially considering the rare and
endangered species that the park harbours
Birds like the great Indian hornbill and mam
mals lke the lon tailed macagues have very
specialised food and habitat requirements If
their habitats are destroyed the fauna would
also be endangered Another highly endan
gered species the small Indian civet (Viver
ricula indica) 18 also found in the area Hab
itation areas m the lowland evergreen forests
are bemg damaged dye to encroachment and
improper of forest resources
Uncontrolled of forest produce
farming and plantatipns and cattle grazing
and poaching are some of the other activities
which are posmg thrdats to the park

Prospecting Licence and
Extension of Mining Lease

The government df Karnataka accorded
sanction for the issue of prospecting hcence of
KIOCL for an area of 310 ha at Nellibeedu
deposit within the Kydremukh National Park
on July 15 1994 for a period of three years
after obtaming the aproval from the Minis
try of Environment and Forests (MOEF) Gov
ernment of India without consulting either
the Chief Wildhfe Warden or the Charman
of the Wildlife Advigory Board as required
under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972 After
obtaiming the prospecting leence the KIOCL
swung into action and started destroying the
very rare and precious shola forests and the
wildlife habitats of the threatened species
even though a foot track was all that was
needed for prospecting Meanwhile the
KIOCL also apphed for a mining lease with
in the park area eapecially the Nellibeedu
and Gangadikal deposits Protests from well
known environmentalists and local communi
ties opposing the illegal miming and expan
sion of mining activities carried out by
KIOCL were ignored! At this stage several
environmentahsts along with many public
spirited persons made a representation on
August 9 1997 to the Secretary MOEF Mr
A K Verma then Chief Wildhfe Warden of
the forest department admitted that KIOCL

filled their monetary commitments to the for
est department and had paid only Rs 12
lakhs as against the stipulated Rs 5 crores
The managing dire of KIOCL however 15

said to have stated #he following in his An
nual Report of the ompany

"As for the expjoitation of the nearby
Nellibeedu deposits fhe company has already
completed the prosgecting work and looks
forward to securing fhe lease in the

A
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The establishment of Kudremukh township Malleshwar, and Kudremukh Iron
ore company Limited (KIOCL) in 1970s, and the completion of 110 km New
Mangalore Kudremukh highway during 1976 77 exposed the entire park area
to visitors and tourists The KIOCL complex is a source of major disturbance
in the park especially due to the blasting, mining and waste dumping activi
ties In addition to a 4,605 ha enclosure (consisting of a township mines and
a processing plant), KIOCL has an adjacent smaller enclosure at Lakhya with
an 855 metre long 90 metre high earth filled dam and a reservoir to hold

iron ore tailings Pollutlon of streams around the KIOCL premises as well as
the adjoing areas of the Lakhya dam reservdir has been reported Disposal
of mine tailings into focal streams and downstream Bhadra river, especially
during the monsoon is potentially dangerous to fish and aquatic ecosystemsa rich coffee planters of Dakshina

near future Prospecting licence for the Ganga
dikal deposits too has been taken up for con
sideration of the government of Karnataka and
government of India When these two licences

ollution from toxic chemicals threatens
life on this planet Every ocean and
every continent from the tropics to
the once pristine polar regions is con
taminated Ecosystems and widlife ev
erywhere seals whales all gators

panthers migratory brds and many other spe
cies have been serously affected and there
is growng evidence of harm to humans as
well WWF(World Wide Fund for Nature) rec
ognzes that controlling pollution is Important to
conserv ng bodiversty Efforts to increase sci
entifc understandng of
toxc chemcals and to
restrct or ban harmful
chemcas stems from
evdence of ther ab lity
to undermne the basic
functons of entre eco
systems as wel as
ther impact on wildlife
and human heatth

Recognzng the far
reachng effects of pol
luton to widlife through
out the world WWF
continues to nvestigate
toxe chemcals and
ther relationship to
biodivers ty seek alter
natves to harmful syn
thetc agents and edu
cate the public and
cymakers to the
gers of toxcs

In the last 50 years
since the end of World
War Il the manufacture
and use of toxic chemi
cais has increased dram-

are in possession the future of your compa
ny as a mining organisation would be secure
atleast for the next two decades or more"

(Contd on page 10)

and to help build a future in which human
kind lives In harmony with nature Toward
that end the overall goal of WWFs Global
Toxics Initiative (GT!) is to end the produc
tion release and use of chemicals that are
endocrine disruptors bioaccumulative or per
sistent within one generation by no later
than 2020

GTI is an integrated program workng n
concert with other WWF programs includ ng
Forests Fisheres and Cilmate Change un
der the larger umbrella of the Global Threats

init ative Global
Threats addresses the
way human bengs as
producers and
consumers use natural
resources Uncontrolled
trade n timber s re
ducng lush forests to
acres of smoldering
stumps Ind scriminate
fish ng methods have
caused catastrophic
worldw de declines in
fsh stocks Fossil fuel
use s changing the
global cl mate in ways
that undermne entre
ecosystems Synthetec
ndustrial and agricul
tural chemcals from
PCBs and pastics to
DDT are contaminatng
the Earth

As a counterattack
to these global threats
WWF s Research ng
the underlyng causes
of these threats Buid

arbours a sacred grove of shola

é
A nects the park to Someshwar wildlife sanctu

be.

can
pol

atically Many of the syn
thetic substances that per
vade our environment are
highly toxic Toxic chemi
cals have been found
worldwide in both anmal

June 5th,
1s celebrated as

World Environment Day

ing public awareness
and con
sumer Promot

ing markets n certify
ing sustainaby pro
duced timber and fsh

every ye

and human tissue Pesti
cides have caused death and serious iliness es
pecially among agricultural workers in the South

The loss of biodiversity caused by toxlc
chemicals in the environment Is a loss to hu
mankind But we also knew through work on

self is also at risk
WWF s goal is to stop and reverse the

accelerating degradation of the environment

and Advocatng inter
national and national po cy changes Under
standing the undenabie iinks between the
various Gobal Threats programs each is
able to utilize the strengths expertise and re
sources of the others Simlary Global
Threats programs including Toxics co axist

it and cooperate wth other projects such as
Endangered Species and Endangered Spac
es the Global 200 as a part of WWFs Liv
ing Planet Campaign

had indeed violated the pros licence
not ful

organic pollutants that humanknd

y
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CAnti-clot drug helps ulcerative colitis
The 'blood thinning drug heparin - usually

used in patients at risk for clots - can also
reduce the symptoms of ulcerative colitis in some
patients according to researchers Because gas
trointestinal bleeding can be a complication of
ulcerative colitis researchers had assumed that
anticoagulant drugs like heparin would be of lit
tle benefit to such patients However anecdotal
evidence began to suggest that colitis symptoms
might improve in some patients coincidentally
treated with heparin for other illnesses

A recent study has found a modest benefit
of heparm in improving symptoms of ulcerative
colitis said lead author Dr Joshua Korzemk of
Washington University School of Medicine in St
Louis Missour1 Korzemk said the mechamsms
behind the effectiveness of heparin in ulcerative coh
tis are 'more intnguing than even (these) results

But he theorized that ulcerative colitis "is in
a certain way like a heart attack to the colon"
Tiny micro clots within the local blood supply
may reduce oxygen supply to the colon he said
impairing its ability to heal Heparin may clear
these micro clots 'helping reverse these prob
lems and re establishing good blood flow result
ing in faster healing

The researchers also note that their study
shows that the use of heparin "is safe in the
setting of moderate to severe ulcerative colitis "

But more study 1s needed to confirm these
study results before heparin becomes a recognized
treatment for ulcerative colitis

OThe ulcer villains
Most people do not

know that stomach
ulcers are caused by
bacteria and are

through a combination
of antibiotics and acid
reducing medication

Whats more people
who are most hkely to
be infected with ulcer
causing bacteria Heli

cobacter pylort are the least likely to be aware of
the ulcer bactena lnk Only one in four people with
a history of ulcers knew that bacteria might be the
cause of their illness according to a survey of more
than 5 400 people

This lack of awareness may prompt people to try
to treat their symptoms with over the-counter ant
aads rather than by consultmg a physiaan Of
those surveyed 43 per cent said they had used an
over the-counter antacid 1n the last month before the
survey Many of th se people were using the drugs
for more than 14 days a month

43 per cent of those partiapants taking anti acid
medications had not seen a doctor for ther symp-
toms And 26% of patients who were selfmedicat-
ing with an over the-counter antacid medication re-
ported a history of peptic ulcer disease

This is of concern because these patents may
have had a history of ulcer in the past and they
have not seen their doctor to get the cure which
8 A pylori therapy for eradication

The Centre for Disease Control together with ac
ademic institutions the federal government and m
dustry have now launched an educational campaign
to raise awareness about the association between H
pylort infection and peptic ulcer disease

Ochanging trends in cancer
Major changes are takmg place mn cancer ina

dence around the world with increases in breast
prostate colorectal and lung cancer largely due to
hfestyle factors The increase in lung cancer assoc
ated with the increased usage of tobacco products
worldwide represents the most mmportant transition

At the same time cancer of the stomach cer
vix and liver 1s dechning due to better treatment
and prevention of infection This best illustrated
by lung cancer becoming the leading fatal cancer
worldwide in the early 1980s Tobacco related canc
ers are beheved to predominate in cancer occurrenc
es well into the next century

The good news declining wmadence rates for
three cancers caused in part by infection imceluding
stomach cervical and liver cancer Stomach cancer
can be caused by Helicobacter pylori bacteria cer
vical cancer can result from with the sex
ually transmitted human papillomavirus and hver
cancer 1s associated with hepatutis B infection The
declining rates are due to more widespread treat-
ment and preventive screening

Developmg countries have begun to adopt a
"Western lifestyle and are thus experiencing a rise
in the breast prostate and colorectal cancers that
are associated with such a lifestyle However the
increase mm tobacco use 1s of greatest 1mportance In
the year 2000 there will be an estimated 8 mil
hon deaths from cancer

i

Green bordered......
(Conid from page 9)

In June 1998 the KIOCL ap
phed for an extension of its
present mining lease which ex
pires in July 1999 In this re
gard the Minister of State for
Steel and Mines stated in the
parhament on July 24 1998 that
no decision had been taken yet
on the application

Displacement
Agitations against feared dis

placement demands for
denotification harassment in the
nghts settlement procedure are
the sequence of events that were
predicted by the local inhabitants
and the social activists when the
court ordered settlement of nghts
within one year in all the pro
tected areas including Ku
dremukh National Park

The fact that many of these
habitats are also home to or the
resource catchments of tribal and
other forest dwelling communities
adds to the sense of alarm Lo
cal communities inside the Ku
dremukh National Park are op
posing what they fear 1s a move
by the Forest Department to dis
place them from the park area In
fact they have justifiably
stressed that they are the one
who have protected and helped to
regenerate the forests m the area
in the past

Since the declaration of the
KNP was made on 2nd Septem
ber 1987 it seems quite reason

MORNING NEWS

ties within the
protected area
mvolving labour
are carried out
by the local peo
ple and their
cooperation 1s
needed to pro
vide social fenc
ing which will
protect the An
shi National
Park Any at
tempt to reset
tlement of the
inhabitants will
only further an
tagonize the al
ready agitating
people and will
be a very futile
and counter pro
ductive step He
has suggested
that instead
their settle
ments should
become enclo
sures phycially
located inside

should be held
to discuss the
future wildlife
conservation 1n
Karnataka
The meeting

the boundaries should be
of the park but marked by
legally excluding frank and
it
A Proposal for
Consideration
If the DCF

of Kudremukh
Wildlife Divi
sion Karkala
also writes a
similar letter to
the Conservator emerge
of Forests Wild s ut Nagarika
hfe North Circle Seva Trust
Shimoga pertaining to the resettle (R) Guruvayanakere a voluntary
ment issue confronting the Kudremukh organisation committed for envi
National Park it will go a long way ronment conservation rural devel
in the conservation of forests and the opment sustainable farming,

open discus
sions and its
recommenda
tions bring
hope that a
more partici
patory and
effective mode
of conservation
1s going to

H

largely curable a

of encroachments within the park
area from the present 1978 to 1988 The en
croachments made after 1988 may be taken up
for displacement and resettlement with due

sige
OP ey By ty

d tion Meanwhile adequate s npr st

It quite unfortunate that the forest offi

wildlife of KNP

cials failed to attend a
dent wildlifers and social activists

health and medical services and
issue based networking, will be

indepen willing to participate in such an
endeavour | |

p y ure
ing of forest officials NGOs

meeting in March 1999
called by the former
Chief Minister of Kar
nataka Sri M Veerap
pa Moily to find out
an amicable solution to
the problems confront
ing the displacement of
tnbals and other forest
dwelling communities of
the National Park

Joint Protected
Area Management
Significantly im an

independent letter to
the Conservator of For
ests Wildhfe North
Circle Shimoga the
DCF Wildlife Division
Dandeh has suggested
that the resettlement of
people from the Anshi
National Park area is
not a good idea Ac
cording to him many of
the management activi
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distress (5)

Clues
Across 28 Space for keeping chickens (3)

1 Without you and one of the 29 R in Greek alphabet (3)
three Rs our Lord will be in 30 At all times (4)

Down

7 To help to beat some innocent 2 Neal was not at all fat (4)

8 Planted in the slit of another 4 Sloping type (6)
stock (5) 5 Collective stakes in games (4)

9 It takes a long time to convince 6 Receipient of a legacy (7)
and take together persons of dif 11 heat wine with sugar and spe
ferent ideologies (5) cies (4)

1113 An ace actor performs a 14 Disheveled lock of hair may cre
number of roles in single shout ate stress (5)
(4 4) 15 Slab of wood at the foot of a

16 One always wishes this one to door(4)
rest m peace(4) 17 Away (3)

18 Dissatisfied followers revolt 19 diocese of a bishop (3)
against the sire (4) 21 Reciprent of payment (5)

to most of us (4) 25 Does this organisation intended
23 Small wingless agile insect (4) for the welfare of children make
24 Small island (4) them weep? (3)
26 Semi divine maidens (6) 27 Decay from want of use (3)

Answers
LOU 4@ AMO 96 HVHIL 60 Wa

AVd 16 GAS 6T AAO LI TIS Sl SSHUL PT NHITTV 31 TIOW TT
VOUT 9 TOOd ¢ OITVLI * NOLLVY & NVH @ SAVCDOC I UMog

UGA O€ OHA 60 NOY 8@ SHdWNAN 96 HTTSI
b% VATA €% ATAL 60 dITA 0%@ ASIN 8T TNOS 9T SLOV ANVW &TIT
TOCI Of ONOTV 6 LIVHD 8 JHEV THdWI ¥ YOTOM T ssotoy

a r

our mini
The riot is over
So also

gangrapepoems and bloodshed
Now its the tume

Some people for the police
have heard to appear
of the cuckoo s before the aggrieved
melody and concede gifts
Yet they arent and pose
familiar with 1t the Gods

of our Puranasphysically
Because they know
the crow better
as they are
experts 1n Some poets
the last rites have described

the s¢a

There should be But iff is
as

a deep sea the smugglers who
for a shark tun so

But for a prawn
the sandshore
is sufficient Dr R K Manipal

4 Propel (5) 1 Hottest period of summer (3 4)

person 1s bad indeed (4) 3 Fixed daily allowance of food (6)

10 Object of devotion 4) 12 Different in nature (5)

20 Very hght blow (4) 22 Criminal Rathi was an inmate
22 Without this vision hfe 1s dull of this famous hall in Delhi (5)

CHALAM ROYShaila
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DEEP CONCERNS
Environmental groups wage legal war to contain min-
ing operations in Karnataka's Kudremukh National Park

BINAYAK DAS KUDREMUKH (KARNATAKA)

inhabitants of Kudremukh National,
Park (KnP) in Karnataka, who have
witnessed years ofmindless mining and
the consequent loss of habitat in the
state's 'protected' area. But now, the
locals with the support of wildlife
groups are seeking to arrest the trend by
waging a relentless legal battle against
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIoc1)- the public sector undertaking
responsible for extensive damage to the
ecosystem. The large-scale resistance
follows the mining company's refusal to

21
relinquish its hold despite the expiry of
its initial lease in 1999 amidst a prior
notification declaring Kudremukh as a

60032.40 hectares (ha).
With xI0cL now asking for an exten-

sion of lease for the next 20 years and
demanding inclusion of fresh land
around Gangamoola area for mining,
prominent environmental groups like
Karkala-based Kudremukh Wildlife
Foundation, Bangalore-based Wildlife
First!, Wildlife Conservation Society
and Environment Support Group along
with Belthangady-based Nagarika Seva
Trust and Parisarasaktara Okkuta have
taken the contentious issue to the
Supreme Court. Last year Delhi-based

Legal Action for Wildlife and Environ-
ment (LAW-E), and K M Chinappa,
trustee of Bangalore based Wildlife
First! filed an application in theKYA DAM. Supreme Court contending that mining
in the protected area was illegal.

Following this, the Court issued
notices to the Union and state govern-
ments and KIOCL to file an affidavit as to
why mining was being allowed inside a
national park. This forced the state gov-
ernment in June 2001, to issue a final
notification of the park covering 53,600
ha area, thus protecting Gangdikal and
Nellibeedu region from mining. The
move was hailed as a great victory
by most wildlife non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) but also came in
for condemnation as in the same
notification, 3,700 ha of forest land was
excluded from the national park to facil-
itate continuation ofmining by KIOCL in
the already broken area of Kudremukh.
Though the legal fight is far from over as
the Apex Court is yet to pronounce its
final judgement, the intense activism
and powerful public opinion has ren-
dered KIOcL's chances for getting a lease
renewal bleak. Hopeful of a positive
outcome, conservation scientist Ullas
Karanth says "Therewere no wild life or
forest laws earlier and this region went
by default to the mines; but now we
have laws and we should not allow the
mistake to continue."

Pe ™

orden, BF

+ Gan M

Tracing the history
Nestling in the lap of the fragile Western
Ghats - world's famed bio-diversity
hotspot, Kudremukh was declared a
reserve forest area as early as in 1913-14
by the erstwhile Mysore government.
With geological studies by National
Mineral Development Corporation
(NMDC) revealing a wealth of iron ore

Rehabilitation riddle
Just below the Kurdemukh mines flows the Bhadra, and on the
opposite side of the river is the house of Gulabi. "We once owned.
that land," says Gulabi pointing towards the mined area, little
realising that history may repeat itself in case rehabilitation
becomes a reality. But there are others who are aware of the
impending threat and strictly oppose the upcoming rehabilita-
tion scheme that will dislodge them from within the park.
Ironically these are same people who had been moved earlier
when the KIOCL took their land for the mines. The protracted
battle between the mining authorities and environmentalist
groups has today left many villagers confused about their future.

March 15, 2002 Down To Earth

M A Brahmadevaiya of Nellibeedu voices their concern when he
says: "Earlier, ours was a revenue village but now they say itisa
forest village". Some villagers, like those belonging to the
rehabilitated Jamley village, in fact support KIOCL operations
saying that it provides them their daily bread and butter. "We
have been shifted by the company and provided with facliities of
hospital and school. And If the company closes, we will have
livelihood problems," feets Balju.

Meanwhile, friction is emerging within the various sections
that are unanimous in their opposition to mining, but are
demanding conflicting solutions. The diehard conservationists
want the people to be relocated outside the park in a bid to
isolate the region from all human disturbance. These wildlifers
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D estruction often comes dis-
guised as development. Nobody national park with a total area of
knows this better than the
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years later, the state government in 1969
granted a 30-year mining lease to the
corporation that included 5,218 ha of
forestland. The lease was later made
over to KIOCL and an open castmine was
set in the heart of Kudremukh in the
hills above the source of Bhadra river.

In 1980, studies on impact of
mining on ecology by Indian Institute of
Science (118c) recommended that an
area of 38,800 ha be declared as a bios-
phere reserve as any further activity will
only accelerate the loss in the ecosystem.
As a result, in 1984, declaration of
'Kudremukh notified area' was issued
and with it locals, wildlifers and envi-
ronmentalists started questioning the
validity of allowing mining in the core
domain of the notified area. The com-
pany came in for heavy criticism for the
adverse impact ofmining at the source
of the rivers Bhadra and Tunga. Several
naturalists observed the disappearance
ofmany varieties of fish while farmers
complained of decline in agricultural
productivity downstream due to depo-
sition of mine tailings and increased
sickness and disease due to pollution of
the Bhadra river. Their case was streng-
thened when an extensive study in 1984
by Karanth, found that Kudremukh
harboured the largest contiguous
population of endangered lion tailed
macaque. Based on this report, greater
protection was granted to the area in
1987 when Kudremukh was notified as
a national park with a total area of
60,032.40 ha.

Fresh trouble
Despite measures by the state govern-
ment, in response to these grave
concerns, trouble has been brewing in
the Kudremukh area following a series
of fresh ecological fallouts as a result of

unabated mining. KIocL's belligerant
move to increase the height of Lakya
dam by 35 metres without a prior
permission from Karnataka State Forest
Department in 1991-1994 has already of multiple troubles. As K N Murthy,
submerged 340 ha of land outside the
lease area. The situation was aggravated
when a crack appeared-in the dam,
forcing evacuation of KIOCL township
and the villages 45 kms downstream
upto Bhadra reservoir. Though the
crack was later fixed, threat of the dam
collapsing is far from over.

KIOCL, however, remained imper-
vious to these environmental disasters,
charting out fresh proposals to build a
second dam called Kachige Holey to
hold more silt deposits. It was only
under tremendous public pressure that
the company was forced to scrap its
plans. Meanwhile, there have been
frequent leakages in the slurry pipe that
carries the iron ore to Mangalore. In

February 2000, the pipe broke twice,
spilling tonnes of iron ore and polluting
the Bhadra. For the inhabitants of
Kudremukh, mining is today a source

district forest official of Kudremukh
wildlife sanctuary, says "With the
mines, hundred other companies
starting operating. Roads and dams
were constructed and vehicles were
plying- all in the core area."

All this, however, did not bring
KIOCL operations to a halt. The mining
activity continued even after expiry of
the lease on the basis of a temporary
work permit. Complexity came into the
picture when the Union governement
resorted to double speak following
KIOCL's demand for an extention of lease
for 20 years. While the forest depart-
ment asked the state to stop the mining
activity within the notified area, the
Union government recommended a
five-year extension for the company to
wind up its operations. But later under
pressure from the mining and other
lobbies, it recommended a 20-year lease
and was even willing to get the mining
area denotified from the park. However,
intense public pressure forced the state
government to go back on this recom-
mendation in favour of the five-year
phase-out plan. While KIOCL appears
firm in its resolve to continue mining
despite a fresh notification of
Kudremukh National Park covering
53,600 ha by state government last year,
concerned groups have their fingers
crossed as they anxiously await the
Supreme Court's verdict. Niren Jain of
Kudremukh Wildlife Foundation says,
"We are waiting for the judgement but
have achieved a lot. At least the state
has decided not hand over fresh areas
for mining." »
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contend that developmental dynamics hamper both wildlife and
the locat population and want to drive home that a good rehabil-
itation Is possible. According to Niren Jain of Kudremukh Wildlife
Foundation, Karkala, the government needs to work on a good
package. "Density of local population Is in and around national
park, and they are exposed to outside market, demography ts
changing and the forest are no more sustainable for support," he
says. A few among them, however, strike a note of caution
considering the past performance of the state government. Ullas
Karanth, conservation scientist of Wildlife Conservation Society,
Bangalore, says: "People are worried about the scheme as the
government does not give a good rehabilitation package."

The social non-governmental organisations (NGOs), on the

other hand favour a more sustainable existence, opposing priori-
tisation of wildlife conservation over human concerns. At a rally
recently organised jointly by Karnataka Vimochana Ranga,
Adivasi Girijana Hitarakshana Samithi, Karnataka Rajya Raitha
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Sangha, Tunga Moola Ulisi Horata Samiti and Nellibeedution
Samrakshana Samithi, itwas demanded that the proposal for the
declaration of the Kudremukh National Park be withdrawn as
thousands of tribals would have to be evacuated from the forest
area, Uprooting these people, they feel, is unjustified and prove
detrimental to their well being. Even forest authorities admit
that there are no simple solutions to this problem. K N Murthy,
district forest-officer in Kudremukh, says, "Rehabilitation is a
very complex Issue and we have very limIted experience."
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The Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited KIOCL .

.was granted a mining lease by the State Government for an area
of 4605 hectares for a period of 30 years, the validity of which was
due to expire in July, 1999. The company had filed an application
in June 1998 for renewal of the mining lease with the Governemnt
of Karnataka. No decision has yet been conveyed by the State Gov-
ernment in this regard, Minister of State for. Steel and Mines
Ramesh Bais informed Mr Ramulu,
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Prospectors in Karnataka have found enough iron ore to last a century Problem it s

under an endangered tropical forest and illegal operations are ravaging the area

By STEPHEN DAVID in Nellibeedu

IN AN EASTERN
cradle of the lush

cots of nar

ern Ghats hes a
mountiin shaped
luke a horse s face
(hudre mukh in
Kannada) It was

here the Ramayansays thatthe mon
key king Sugrcev commanded his
simian brigade to search for Ram s

consort Sita
My th has given way to today s real

itv A grand search continues but for
something else Deep within the earth
blotted out by a thich carpet of tropical
forests lies an estimated one billion
tonnesofiron ore The Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Ltd (socL) India s first
and largest ore and pelletrsation
company has been gouging out the ore
s nce 1976 in the heart of the 600 sq
km spread of the Kudremukh National
Park But now it has turned its gaze-
totheconsternition oflocals and ecolo

gists-outside its m ning area to the
surrounding forests underwhichhesa
yault ofiron ore vast enough to keep the
companv coring for the next century

t t

Lastite 1 1 re
bull Yeuio dgu id pau UL et leu
that ore over 310 hectares an area
900 times the size ofan average cricket
stadium It was gnen 16 conditions
under which this could be done The
order warned that non compliance of
any of the conditions will annul the
prospecting licence" Those viola
trons-h dden from public view -are
coming tohght now The major ones
» There was to be no road con
struction "A foot track 1s all that is
needed for prospecting says geologist
RN Selvan of the Ind: in Bureau of
Mines Instead slivers of brown d rt
roads snake all the way to the hilltops

ugly gashes that have loosened the top
soil and created devastating landslides
which silt up the pristine ctreams flow

mg mto the endangered shola forests

allege local green groups
Another m nor violation 1s the non

payment of Rs > crore to the Forest De

partment to dcvelop the national park
Ko more thun a fifth has becn paid

There 1s a clear case of violation
here and the lxence should be an
nulled "savskaosiSethna formermem
ber of the Indian Board ofWldlife The
Ministry of Environment and Forests

(\torz) has called for the files "We I take
appropriite action ifthere are any viola
tions says N Negi conservator of
forests in the \NOEF s Bangalore office

Beyond the legalese hes a distrust of

"There is a clear case of viclation of the conditions

laid down and the licence should be annulled."
Kaosi Sethna former member of the Indian Board of Wildlife

No AT DAY # ATTN ROY 94

Irate villagers say the violations
only confirm their misgivings about a
company with an environ
mental record "We will block any new
mining projects here" says an angry
HS Palavya head of the Samse mandal
panchayat He points to the Bhadra
river coloured an angry red from mun

ing refuse called tailings For long tail
ings have piled up along themver banks
m some places up to sixieet deep reduc
ing agncultural productivity and stop-
ping natural riverside vegetation from
taking root The Bhadra river valley
houses the town Kudremukh

"We are more concerncd about the
environment than anyoneelse coun
ters KIOCLManaging DirectorS Murari
He says the company has planted
80 lakh trees so far But this only

i tat $

ae oat

Pho a by CEC L SALDANHA

The Bhadra river has turned an angry
red because of the mining refuse

means theforestsofKudremukh rare
species of trees supporting a complex
web ofanimal and plant life-are being
replaced by military line plantations of
acacia andeucalyptus non native trees
that spell the end of the tropical forests

HE company struggling now to
keep up with todays complex
ecological requirements has a
pomntuhen it saysitu ashere first.

Iron ore was discovered in these hills
m 1913 The mining began m 1976
when ttwasa vast desolate wilderness
On September 2 1987 more than a
decade after KiocL mining activities be
gan the company found itself bang in

The pnstine Bhadra river valley of 1968
ts now India s largest mining operat on

themiddle of the Kudremuhh National
Park "Suddenly out of the blue the
government dec des to put up a board
saying kudremukh National Park "

says General Manager KV Thya
Barajan "We have been there since
1976 white the Forest Conservation
Act (Fca)came only in 1982 That too
theres proclumation sas nade with
¢ tu the occupant cus)"

ine ongunal lease was granted for
49°Vhecta © tcfore anvonerealised
hu.cnabhwasaiiec_.cg.caltreasure
trove (the actual mining area 1s 600
hectares) Attracted by the rch veinsof
prop athe n ver arcasof \ tbeedu
atu Shanhauppa KIOCLS
land the company asked for and was
granted the new prospecting licence
Now opponents greatly alarmed by the
ceTp wspasta dre nt ro ations

when it runs out in 1999
That isunhkely-and unrealistic If

mining activity in the region were to
cometoahalt the economic loss would
be considerable In the first three
months ofthis yearalone x10cL shipped
out about $39 million (Rs 1 404
crore) worth of ore In 1996 97 ore
enough to fill nearly 170 cargo ships
was exported to China Japan and Iran

Afterspending Rs 3 OOO crore to set
up a sprawling mining town complete
with a hospital and school the com
pany is now planning to set up a min
eral water bottling plant and a 60.
captive powerplant in Kudremuhh next
year Andan application for a prospect
ing licence for Gangnkal near the
Sringeri site is now with the
Centre The state Government is aware
of the ecological dangers of uncon
trolled miming but making ad
here to the rules wont be easy
Karnataka Forest Minister Gurudappa

says he has "requested
the Mines andGeology Department not
to permut ouning in the fragile ecosys
tems of theWestern Ghats"

Requests are unlikely to keep care
less mining m check The spring at the
top ofNellibeedu peak 1s proof enough
When kioct dolled a hole there in Feb-
ruary 1996 it struck a gusher The
spring contimues to flow to this day
with noattempttocapit "Any tamper
ing with ground uateraquifers due te
mining may have serious repercus
sions on divers: streams and the
ground water table" says Sethna
Springs are usually a herald ofnatural
beauty This one ts more a warning of
an impending natural disaster

+
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A Wildlife Act more notable Jor. its lack of protection
B JAGANNATH Reoooy

Byndoor : The Wildlife Protection

Act was passed as far back as 19721n

our counuy. Unfertunately the con

cerned officials of the Forest Depart

ment and the Government who ae
ullimalely in charge of its imple

.mentation have not vet evolved a

proper procecue tar ng the

varjous provi
t

has resulted ia
uroersy.
The sct vests the Chief Wildlife

Warden with the necessary powers

for themanagement ofWildlifem the

state, making him directly responsi

ble to the State Gos ernment in this

regard and ret the Principal Con

servator of Forests though hemay be

the Head of the Department

This point suf encverlooked both

by the Gov ernmenta id the Principal

Conservator of Forests ii day
administration resulting in under.

mining the authority of the Chief

Wildlife Ws araen
The ongoing tussle between the

Chief Wildl fe Warden Karnataka

and hudremahh Iron Ore Company

Lime regaraing unautnorised

disturbance of wild animals and

their habitat in the Kudremukhh

National Park by the latter, is an

examme in pont
In this casae the Issue ofprospect

ing heence by the Gust to KIOCL

dalegediy with the concurrence of the

Principal Chief Conservator of

Torsets and sithout consulta, the

Chief Wadlife Warden is mot justi
able on any account and constitutes

violation of Section 35(6) of the Act

which reads as follows
Nou peson sha l destroy

remove any Wildlife from a National

Park or destroy or damage the hata

tat of any wild anumal or deprive any

with.nsuch

Nahonal Park except under and in

accordancewith apermit granted by

the Chef Wildlife Warden No such

permission ahall be granted unless

the State Government being satis

fied that such destruction exploita

uon or removai ofWud ife from the

National Park is neccssary fa. the

improvement and better manage

ment of there.n authorises

the .ssue of such permit
It 1s ciear fram teh above that any

permit for carrying out any opera-

tons involving the distut bance of advise the State Govt in formulation

any wildammuoritshabitathas to of policy in grenung licence and per

be iscued by the ChiefWildl Je War -m tas provided for under Section B(2)

den as authorised by the State Govt of the Act) did nothing to prevent

,onls itis necessary for teh better such blatant illegalin or deal with

therein The it subsequentis

alumativeopen toteh State Govt is to According tonemNo 3gunder def

denotify ass part ofthe init ons furr ened in Sect on 2ofthe

4 s n and maths and acquatic or land

zetation which forms part of the

renceofthe Lemslature accordingto habviat

Section 35,9) of ine act prouuccd The Chief Wisalife Warden there

below
fore can be deemed to have jurisdic

No alteration to the boundaries of

tion in respect of management of

Wildlfe wherever there is

which means practically al) forest

areas in the State administered by

tbe Department But
runs onl} yn special Wildlife

divisions comprisingmosis sanctu

anesand National Parks tn the Srite

cusering approaumately 207%. 0. che

Though Territorial Conservators
and Deputy Conservators of Fores

ts

are also Wildlife Wardens and
Wardens respect, &

and are subordinate to the Cnief

a National Park bemade except

>

ulation cannot be justified either

legally or administratively This

lapse on tne part of tne Govt appears

to be due ta its top officers rot being

susficsently knowledgeable about the

of the Act
One woul e\pected at least

Wildiife Warden in rnatters relating

to Wildlife management, in pracuice

they rarely take any orders from

him. The Deoartment officials are

not familiar 1 ith the prosisiond of

the Act and hence there 1s ro inte

grated 3pproich to the management

of in the Sate
Under these crmcumstances if 15

hightume the Department introduces

remedial measures at the earliest

The Principal Cet Consens +tor of

Forests and the Chef War

den inconsultation with all other

officials concerned. should draw up

comprehensive guidelines for the

actiieenforcerrentofthe Actby reg
conduc courses

havea hor

ounn Fnovicdge of ihe Act acs

provisions ensuing the recognition

of teh Chief Wildlife Warden as the

top most authorty rn Wildide rat
ters setting up coordination com

mittees at State and Circle levels to

review thes orking aS per given

guidelines
Unless stringest steps are taken,

the Act runs the risk of

becoming a dead letter in the statute

book,

°y

w includes any

other than for umprovement and bet animal, bees, butterflles crustecea,

< t%

ona resolution pissed by the Leg

licence to the company which does

(The uriter isa retired officer af the

Indian Forest Service and a former

ChiefConseri ator of Fores and
endis

current Honorary Wildlife
den, Dakshina

the high powered State Wildlife aes
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Undaunted Kudremukh Co hopes to dig inside national park
By Vinay Mapray

Bangalore, Oct 11: Eternal
optimism seems to be the
motto of Kudremukh fron Ore

Company Limited. Even tho
ugh the Forest Department rej-
ectad perm ssion to explore the

possibility of mining for iron
ore at Gangrikal inside the
Kudremukh national park
three years ago, KIOCL still
nurses hopes of getting the per-
mission.
In the annual report of the

KIOCL for the year 1996-97, Cha-
irman and Managing Director
A Prasad noted, "As for exploit-
ation of the nearby Nellibeedu
deposits, ine Company has alre-

ady completed the prospecting
work and looks forward to sec-

uring the mining lease in the
near future, Prospecting lice
nice for the Gangrika deposits
too has been taken up for consi-
deration of the Goverrument of
Karnataka and Government of
India. When these two hcences
are in position, the future of

your company as a mining ore-
anisation wauld be secure at
least far the next two decades
or more.",
However, Forest Deparcn-

ent officials say that the propos-
al for prospecting licence at

Gangrikal was dead long ago.
According to sources, in

1994, the KIOCL had sent an

diicauon to the Governnr
ent, seeking licence to prospect
the mining possibilities at Gan-
grikal and Nellibeedu. A team
of forest officials including Pri-

neipal Chief Conservator of
Forest (PCCF) and Chief Wild
Life Warden visited both Nelli-
beedu and GangrikaL While re-

commending to the Governm-
ent to issue the prospecting he-

ence at Nellibeedu, the Forest
Department had rejected the

proposal for Gangrikal.
In a letter dated Dec 16, 1991,

written to the Principal Secret-
ary of Forest and Environment
Department, then noted:
"After further review of of the grikal
matter, it is felt that Grangrik-

al State Forest should nat be

subjected to mining under any
circumstances, Even prospect-
ing for tron ore should not be

allowed in this forest area as it
sill seriously affect the waters-
hed at Gangamoola, which is
the birth olace of Tunga, Bha-
dra and Netravati rivers. It will
be detimental to the ecology of
the mountain range, polluting
the rivers."
"Therefore, I request you to

kindly move the matter with
the Government of India, with-
drawing proposal submitted
for seeking permission of GOI
for prospecting licence in Gan-

area of the Kudremukh
National Park," he added.

The principal Secretary in
turn wrote a letter to the Secre-

tary to Government of India,
Ministry of Environment and
Forest on April 17, 1995 urging
him to withdraw the proposal.
In his letter, the Principal

Secretary said, The proposal
has been on the re-

commendation of PCCF and
State Government has decided
to drop proposal n respect of
Gangrikal, that : s $12 hectares.
Therefore this proposal may
kindly be as treated withdrawn
fram the State Government."
However, the issue erupted

again in September this year
when a section of press repor-
ted that Minisery of Environm-

ent and Forests (MOEF) had cle
ared the proposal for mining in

Ganenikal,
And now the annual report of

KOCL fer the year 1995-96 and
1996-97 has also quoted that the

proposal is still active with the
Government,
When contacted, the KIOCL

General Manager K V Thyagar-
ajan (personnel) said "We have
not received any categarical
'yes' or 'no' from the Governm-
ent or the Forest Department.
Hence we live in high hope that
we may get prospecting licence
some day. However, we do nat
want ta defy the sentiments of
the local people and go ahead."
However, a senor Forest De

partment official noted that the
KIOCL had sent the proposal
for prospecting licence for both
Nellibeedu and Gangrikal in
the same application. When
the Gov ernment had issued the
licence for Neliibeedu, that

would mean that Government
was not interested in issuing
Neence for prospecting at Gan-

grikal.
Tt was not necessary to send

official messages saying that
their other proposal was not

considered.
"Tt is left ta ones common

sense to understand that the

other proposal is dead when

only one of the two proposals is

cleared," he said.



The Government's clearance. has. been ob-
tained for a 50-MW power plant and work on it
Will commence. soon, Mr K.S.Thyagarajan,

; General Manager of the Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL), sald at Kudremukh

He told presspersons that discusstons were be-
: Ing held with the Government regarding the dis-
I pute over the power tarlif with the Karnataka
» Electricity Board. He was confident of a solution
'soon + thos ;

Mr. 8.Murari,' Administrative Director (Pro- Playgrounds for schools. The company Is con-
McCann and MSTC, would launch the Kudre-
mukh Iron and Steel Company (KISCO) to pro-duce low. sulphur pig iron pelIets which is in"-the Bhadra river fs not. being poiluted by thedemand. Shares are being floated for this Rs, .

KIOCL,: he said. .
344-crore project to be launched by the year

r The survey report for the proposed expansionYon 310 hectares of land in the Nel ibeedu region duction loss to the extent of about Rs. 30 crores."will be obtained this month and an applicationfor mining lease will aLso be submitted.

, be obtained from the existing area and samples
., have been sent to Canada and the U.S. to deter- bandry, and Mr. B.L.Shankar, Chikmagalu"+ mine its extraction feasibility. Similarly, samples

vy power:
plant:at-Kucdrer

a
+ By :Our

Correspondent y 20. Australia, Mr Murari sald..
of tallings from the Lakya dan!had betn sent to

%

Established in 1976. ithe company has been
showing profits during the last eight years. It
paid dividends of Rs. 20.6 crores to the Govern-
ment during the last five years. Its turnover last
year was Rs. 522 crores and it had earned $ 140
+ Mr -Murart reiterated that the KIOCL was
cormmitted to the development of the surround-
ing areas. His company has nstalled a water
Supply system at-Kulasa and two health centres,
at Nellibeedu und Kudremukh in addition to

1 contributing for the construction of bridges and!

recently. millions In foreign exchange, he sald

duction), said the KIOCL, in collaboration with cerned about the development of ecology and.
environment and has spent Rs.'18 crores to
plant 45-lakhseedlings.Accordingtoasurvey,:

"The company contributed about 25 per centof the 25 milllon tonnes of the iron ore exportedfrom the country.The company suffered a Pro;

end, he saidd... 0...

'when it was forced to close down for a week
following the Supreme Court order that mining

tonnes of ore has been
should not be carried out in forest areas A jointAbout million
was not forest land, he said and was thanked Mr.
B.B.Ningaiah, Minister of State for Animal Hus-

identified in the Gangadikal
survey report has proved that the mining area

for negotiating on behalf of the company.
1

wre

KIOCL sets Centre's.
j. nod for power plant:

from fhSupreme Court, miningCHIKMAGALUR, May 24 (PTD
The Centre

ager, Mr K S Tygarajan.
Talking to reporters here, Mr the company had completed ex-

has accorded per-
mission to Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Ltd (KIOCL) ta establish
a separate 60 MW power plant ac- -

cording to KIOCL's general man-

activity was stalled for a short per-
tod recently, hampering produc-
tion to the tune of 1.5 lakh tonnes,
resulting in a loss of.Rs 30 crore
to the company.
However, Mr Tyagarjan said,

perimental mining at NellibeeduTyagarajan said the KIOCL was
-Malso contemplating to launch a.

new company, similar. to KIOCL,
to produce low sulphur pig iron
pellets, which were in good de-

mand, in collaboration with the
Mecann and MSTC. a

The KIOCL had decided to float:
shares for Rs 344 crore for this

Regarding the mining activity,
Mr Tyagarajn clairified that the

organisation had taken adequate
preventive measures to check pol-
lution in Bhadra: river and its
tributaries at Kudremukh.
He said following directions

area and had urged the state gov-
ernment to lease out the required
area for commencing mining ac-
tivity.
At present, the country was ex-

porting twenty million tonnes of
iron ore, of which the KIOCL
alone was transporting sixmillion

The KIOCL was giving top prior-
ity to rehablitation and seventy
one families had been rehabilitat-
ed so far with each member being
provided a suitable job at the com 7

pany on humanitarian grounds,
Mr Tygarajan added.

tonnes of iron ore, he said.joint venture project, he added.
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* KUDREMUKH Iron Ore Company
Ltd (KIOCL) one of the few profit-
making public sector compames,
'is up against a crisis which 1s

threatening its survival
The Karnataka Forest Depart-

ment (wildlife) proposal to make
the KIOCL mimung area and the
existing forest im Chikmagalur
district a National Reserve Park
may put the company s existence

41m jeopardy
KIOCL was given a 30 year-

¢Mumng lease in 1969 to exploit
the iron ore from the then steel
plantin Iran Later with chaos in

ulran, KIOCL easily found other
markets such as Japan
The notification that 1t would

be made a national park came m
the mining Ie ise d

jast year and KIOCL officials
waited till the last day of expiry

n- July 24 1999 - to be m
formed that they could continue
for another year

f Originally when leased to
KIOCL the area was classified e1

udremukh facing a mining lease crisis'

Mr S Murari, Chairman and Ma-
naging Director, KIOCL

ther as a forest land or a farm
land KIOCL s efforts at making
the area environment friendly
turned

The Chairman and Managing
Director of KIOCL Mr S Muran,
said the 100 per cent EOU was a
Star Trading House and also an
ISO 9002 company earning $150
mullons in foreign exchange ev
ery year It had recorded a con

sistent growth posting a turnover
of Rs 548 crores in 1998 99,
which was 1m fact, a bad year
due to recession The company
employs 2,400 persons mostly
from Karnataka though the unit
1s a Central PSU
He said there had been no com

plaints of pollution from the
KIOCL mine A Rs 116-crore er
then dam had been constructed
on River Bhadra to contain sold
wastes and then the recycled
water was used for industrial
purposes The hkelhood of rain
water carrying tailings 3s pre
vented by two rock fitted dams in
the valleys

The Forest Department pro
posal is currently in court where
objections have been invited
Some 1 200 cases of objections
including the KIOCL petation, are
pending

A formner Chief Conservator of
Lurests has alu been record
saying that damage to ecology
would be mmumal because of the
conservationmeasures of KIOCL
The National Environmental En
gineermg Research Institute
(NEERD) 1s currently studymg any
possible damage to the proposed

a

en,

park Mr Murari is confident theNEERI finding would favour con
fnuation of mmng ="

KIOCL upgrades a low grade
iron ore into a goud grade accept
able to mmporters Ii accounts for
20 per cent of the iron ore ex
ports of the country The mnmg
in the present area has been
yielding softore the depuxts of

which will be exhausted m about
eight years Then KIOCL would
have to mine 'hard ore' calling
for higher costs
However two other deposits

one at Nelibedu and another
larger one at Gangarikal can also
yield good ore uf KIOCL 1s permit
ted to mine With the main mine's
fate itself in doubt it remains to

<

An overview of Kudremukh fron Ore Company in Chikmagalur district
in Karnaaka

4a

be seen whether KIOCL can move
on to better deposits

Ulumately its a question of
the country choosing between
muning with zero or mununal
damage to the economy and heep
earning precious foreign ex
change, said Mr K V Thyagara
yan au Executive Director He
said KIOCL had won the Abheray
Baldote environment award from
the Federation of Indian Mineral
Industries for greening a bald
waste Jand

<

Soke

KIOCL recently settled a long
standing dispute with the Karna
taka Electricity Board by paying
Rs 81 crores this year as arrears
KIOCL had claimed that it did not
owe any money since it was pay
ing according to the concessional
rate granted to 11 originally This
payment reduced its profits to Rs
18 47 crores for the year ending
March 1999

KIOCL wil be bette: off with a
captive power plant particularly
if it must exploit hard ore but
such an expensive project of over
Rs 2 500 crores could hardly be
undertaken if its future 1s in the
balance
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ForestDepartment to initiate actionagainstKIOCL
By Vinay MapHav

Bangalore, Sept 24: The
Forest Department will initiate
action against public sector gi-
ant Kuduremukh Iron Ore

Company Limited (KIOCL}, for
violating prospecting norms in
Nellibeedu region of the Kudu
remukh Nationa! Park in Chik
maga N

Ch 1
r

Varma told The sidan bapress
that the company had flouted
rules many times in the last
three years.
KOCL obtained a licence in

1994 for iron ore prospecting in
Nellibeedu area. However. the
Forest Department rejected
them permission to prospect in
the Gangrika lu range. The lic-
ence had set a 16-point guidel-
ine for KIOCL. The company

aL

bee

KIOCL has built roads from Nelllbeedu junction to Sujlgudda,

violating licence norms, inside the Kudremukh National Park

area to prospect for [ron ore deposits. ---Express

was forbid from felling trees the prospecting venture. It was

and building roads to help in also asked to pay Rs five crore

to the Forest Department as

fees for a three-year lease.
"Tt is evident that KIOCL has

built roads inside the National
Park from Ne ibeedu tar-road

junction towards Sujigudda.
They have paid only Rs 1.2lakh
to the Forest Department as

ey ft ate *

alee aceus wiSat Le Pace atv.

GOVT rLOL i FED RULES. ic.
est Department sources said

the State Government itself
had flouted rules while grant
ing the 1994 licence to KIOCL.
In a Government Order (GO)

issued on Juay 15, 1994, the

State Government sanctioned
310 hectares of forest Jand in
Kuduremukh National Park

(Nellibeedu area) to K OCL.
While doing so, the Governm-

ent overlooked the Wild-Life
Protection Act, 1972 and reco-
mmended to the Government
of India that the land be leased
to KIOCL under the Forest Con-
servation Act, 1980, the sources,
said.
National Parks and Wild-Life

Sm nt = acl under
eG at fuico on Ant.

x
i

20u vy ot tee de

ion of the ChiefWild-Life Ward-

en. The State Government igre
quired to satisfy itself thal def:
orestation, exploitation of the

resources or removal of wild-
life from the sanctuary iS nec-

essary for the improvement
and better management of

wild-life" before issuing licen-
ces. The Government

a toP9

natedFigBE

e

Forest Dept to initiate action...
» from PQ
as fees for a three-year lease,

Tt is evident that KIOCL has
built roads inside the National
Park from Nellibeedu tar-roead

junction towards Sujigudda.
They have paid ory Rs 1.2 lakh
to the Forest Depariment as

against the Rs five crore stipul-
ated, Iwill visit the place in two
weeks and study the whole
issue," Varma said.
GOVT FLOUTED RULES: For-

est Department sources said
the State Government itself
had flouted rules while grant-
ing the 1994 licence to KIOCL.
In a Government Order (GO)

issued on July 15, 1994, the

State Government sanctioned
310 hectares of forest land in
Kuduremukh National Park
(Nellibeedu area) to KIOCL.
While doing so, the Governm-
ent overloaked the Wild-Life
Protection Act, 1972 and reco-

mmended to the Government
of India that the land be leased
to KIOCL under the Forest Con-
servation Act, 1980, the sources
said.
National Parks and Wild-L fe

Sanctuaries are covered under
the Wild-Life Protection Act,
1972 and any activity ina sanct-

uary or park can he considered

only on the recommendation of

the Chief Wild-Life Warden.
The State Government is req-
uired to satisfy itself that def

orestation, exploitation of the
resources or removal of wild-
life from the sanctuary "is ne-

cessary for the improvement
and better management of
wild-life" before issuing
ces. The Government also has
to denotify areas designated na-

tional parks and wild-l fe san-
ctuaries before deforestation
activities begin. However, the
State has ignored all the rules
in sanctioning the prospecting
licence to KIOCL. The recom-
mendations were made by the

Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests without consulting the

Chief Wild-Life Warden-vyet
another violation of the Wild-
Life Conservation Act, the

sources said.
They said the Government

Order was frought with contra-
dictions. On the one hand, the
Government directed KIOCL
to include certain agencies like
the Remote Sensing Agency
and Geological Survey of India officials had seized buildozers

to locate iron deposits outside
the park area. On the other, the
licence allowed KIOCL to pro-
spect inside the National Park
itself.
The licence clearly says "the

prospecting licence will not

ipso facto imply any commitm-
ent on the part of the State or

Governinent of India to issue a

mining Licence. The non-cuinp-
}iance of any of the conditions,

would annul the prospecting
licence granted." However, so

far, no agency has probed the
violations, the sources said.

LOCK HORNS: Meanwhile,
KIOCL and the Forest Deparim-
ent in Kuduremukh are locked
in a dispute over land-owners-

hip in the Kaduremukh min-

ing area. While KJOCL conte
nds that the mining area was
non-forest agricultural land,
the Forest Department says it
was part of the National Park.
In the process, KIOCL seems

to have made a mockery of Jaw
and even common sense. Sour-
ces said the company, while
changing the khatha of the min-

ing land, had listed individua s

as owners of the land and had

given the individual's father's
name as KIOCL! The Forest of
icia s are now wondering how a

company could ever be a fainer
to individuals,
Recently, Forest Department

and other eguipment beicng

ing to KIOCL while the com-

pany was attempting to raise
the height of Lakya dam near
the mining area without perm-
ission from the ForestDepart
ent. The Forest Department
now wants to initiate action

against all violations conirnit-
ted by KICCL in and around

Kuduremukh, the sourees ad-

ded.
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'Firm wants to mine on new hillareas. By JAIDEEP VG.

him that he will er

Bangalore, June ° 4: The
Kudremukh Iron Ore CompanyLimited has approached the state .for two mining leases to mine and
prospect for about 450 million
tonnes of ore outside the presentmining area in Kudremukh. The
move has attracted severe opposi-tion from locals and environmen-
talists who claim further miningwill pollute the rivers Bhadra and
Tunga and forest reServes in
Chikmagalur district
According to the executive

director of KIOCL, Mr KV
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Says minerals came before trees
Thyagarajan, the company has-
approached the state for a new
mining lease and a lease to
prospect for iron ore in
Kudremukh. "The new mininglease we have applied for is to
mine at Nellibeedu. We have esti-
mated that approximately 50 nil-
lion tonnes of ore is available in
-about 310 hectares in the area.The place is near the existinginfrastructure to transport the ore
to om main facility The second
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lease is to prospect for ore in the
Gangdikallu area. Though scien-
tific estimations are yet to be con-
ducted, we think about 400 mil-
lion tonnes of material is avail-
able for mining. This area is diag-
onally opposite Nellibeedu and
near the river Bhadra. Both these
areas are situated outside the pre-sent mining area," he told The
Astan Age
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Moreover, the present mininglease awarded for 30 years,
expires in July, 1999. "We have
applied for an extension of the
present lease along with the other
two lease applications," Mr
Thyagarajan added. The renewed
leases are likely to allow miningfor about 20 years more. »

However, residents of
Kudremukh and environmental-:
ists have urged the state not to
renew the licences or issue new

Mining leases to the company.
1
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According to representatives of
the Nellibeedu
Samiti, mining in .the proposedareas will lead to an environmen-
fal disaster. "After mining in the
area for the past 30 -years, the silt
and iron waste from the mines
have polluted the Bhadra river!
Moreover, dumping of hilly soil
on vegetation has ruined the hills.:
Because of repeated use of explo-

threeappeared. in the last
decades," a representative said
"Even the
BTurn to Page 10

Samrakshana
KUDREMUKEH:

t
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afforestation
pro-

threatened
oes



4

Mr Somanna said a chief engineer would be specially appo.nted inKEB to monitor power supply to the city. A decision to this affect will be
formalised by the KEB at its board meeting on June 22. He said KEB
would also seek the state government's approval to set up a co-genera-tion power plant to generate power from wet garbage. The power gener-ated from this plant will be utilised for street lights in the city, he added.
He also said the government had decided to add six more mobile fault
repair vans to the existing three with the KEB foi redrcssal of public
grievances on power supply. He sa.d a 66 kV sub station would bet set upnear Kanteerava stadium

'Firm wants to mine
on new hill areas

by
on

2a

-gramme undertaken by KIOCL is not properly conceived Only trees
to hke acacia are being planted there, leading to monoculture " the repre-

sentative added
According to a memorandum submitted by the organisation to the state,

the Gangdikallu area is the birth place of the river Tunga and locals fear
that mining waste will pollute the nver
The other point made in the memorandum 1s that the Nellibeedu area,

being above the nver Bhadra, feeds the nver waters during the monsoon
'If mining 1s carned out in Nellibeedu, pollutants are bound to find their
way to the nver Bhadra," the memorandum said
KIOCL officials quoted the development-conservation dichotomywhile defending the move to expand operations in the area. "The NGOs

and environmentalists just want to put down everything we are doing. Do
they have alternatives ifmining is stopped and the country's steel indus
try grinds to a halt?" asked Mr Thayagarayan. "Moreover, we have to
make a compromise somewhere. The minerals in the area have evolved
over the past few billion years. The forests have a regeneration rate of

before the forests sprung up," he added.

Continued from Page 9

about 30 years This means that the minerals re underneath the earth



BANGALORE, AUGUST 15, 1999

KIOCL: What after one
of Indio
r ff an

The company is faced with an uncertain future but the management is confident says Kingshuk Nag
The sword of Damocles' hangs
over the public sector, Kudremukh
Iron and Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) Even though the compa-
ny has managed to obtain a tempo-
rary 'work permit' after its 30-year
long mining lease expired 1n late
July, stark uncertainty about the fu
ture stares KIOCL in the face
The 'work permit', which has

been granted, is valid only for a year
and what is more, it places severe
restrictions on the activities of the
company On expiry of the permit,
on July 24, 2000, 1t will again have to
go to the government of Karn iti: a
and the Centre That the job or ob-
taining an extension will not be a
simple affair is easy to see theman-
agement had to slug it out for al-
most a year for the work permit it
has secured now The permit was
given on the last day, barely hours
before the operations of KIOCL
would have to come to a halt
The temporary work permit has

thrown awry the plans of the com-
pany KIOCL's mining area, it
secms, has ores enough to last only
a few more years Beyond that, in
its existing area the company can
mine only 'hard' ore (KIOCL 1s

now exploiting 'soft' ores) 'Hard'
ore requires a higher imput of
power for exploitation and to pre-
pare for the eventuality, a captive
power umt of 60 MW capacity 1s

being planned by the company In
fact, bids have been floated and re
ceived Three parties - BHEL,
Hyundai and a Japanese consor-
trum- have bid for the project

' Obviously, without a clear man
date tomine for (say) 20 or 30 years,
it does not make sense to set up a

P
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An aerial view uf the Kudremukh project.
Rs 2,500 crore captive power plant
Yet, the process has been kicked off
All this in the midst of uncertainty,"
said an analyst According to
KIOCL's chairman and managing
director S Muran the area has hard
ore reserves to last 25 years
In what 1s more unnerving, the

contract for supply of ores and pel
lets to Japan will come up for rene
gotiation next year Japan 1s one of
the mayor customers of the compa
ny and it 1s easy to see that
KIOCL's bargaining power will be
compromised in this scenario
Added to this, its deal with Chinese
agencies. KIOCL has a year to year

contractual agreement with Chi
nese agencies KTOCT.18 also suffer
ing due to the vagauies of fortunes
ofits main customer Iran (see box)
In a sense, the pangs the KIOCL

1s facing could have been avoided if
it had woken up early The seeds of
the troubles now faced by the iron
ore company dates back to 1987,
when the state government sud
denly decided to declare the area
where KIOCL has tts mining lease
as a 'national environmental park
Kudremukh lies on the Western
Ghats and ts in flora and fauna
It also receives very heavy rainfall

around 200 inches a year -- and

these we1e the reasons for declar
mg the place as a national park
However the notification of the
area as a park was apparently done
without following proper proce
dures This would have entailed
first seeking public objections and
then disposing them offKIOCL's then management also
did not bother and things went on
as usual till recently Even as the
period of the mining licence (grant
ed for 30 years in 1969) was coming
to an end, environmentalists swung
into action and asserted that open
cast mining by KIOCL was de
stroying the trees and wild life

At this pont, the state govern-
ment realised the national park did
not have proper boundaries- not
the least because there was dispute
about part of the land on which it
stands In technical parlance, it 1s

not clear whether the land 1s rev-
enye land or forest land
Now, the district collector of the

place has called for public objections
and 1s engaged in determining to
whom does the land belongs to Ap-
parently 100 objections have been
filed and among them are some
from KIOCL "What can we do We
came first The park came later and
now we are told we are in themiddle
of the park

" save Mr Muran He
adds 'We nave aiways taken pains
to preserve the environment in the
area and have undertaken major af
forestation programmes."
While giving an extension of one

year, the central government asked
the National Environmental Engr
neering Research Institute
(NEERIJ) to study the operations of
KIOCL from the environmental
angle Mr Muran is confident
KIOCLwould pass the NEERI test
Former principal chief conserva~

tor of forests of Karnataka, T
Shyam Sunder seems to agree with
the view of management "KIOCL
1s a well managed company from
the point of view of taking care of
the environment However, any
kind of mining will lead to some
ecological problems
Mr Shyam Sunder adds "So

much investment has gone into the
company Does it make any sense to
close the company 7" A total of Rs
962 crore has been invested in the
company ever since it was floated

Turnover in
'98-99 dips

KIOCL's turnover has dropped
substantially for fiscal 1998 99
At Rs 579 71 crore, it is much
less than the Rs 60715 crore
recorded im the last financial
year Net profit at Rs 1847
crore for 1998 99 is lower than
the Rs 82 40 crore for the prev
ous year The results were fi
nalised late last month
It is understood these lower

figures have to do with less than
possible offtake from Iran
which ts the major customer for
KIOCL Apparently Iran did
not have adequate cash to lift
the ore it had contracted
KIOCL was not willing to sup
ply ore to Iran on a deferred
cash basis without any proper
guatanitees,
Howeve, in the last fiscal

following a long pending dis
pute with the Karnataka Flee
tricity Board, KIOCL had to
pay Rs 775 crore If this pay
ment had not been made the
net profit figures would have
boosted to a figure higher than
that of 1998 99 Incidentalls
KIOCL had not provided for
the eventuality of paying up thy
disputed dues to the electrict,

loss account and this had been
board in last years profit and

recorded by the statutory audi
tors of the company -kN
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Kudremukh lease extendecGreens oppose mining in GhatsBy NAAZREEN PRASAD BHURA

Bangalore, July 21: The Union
ministry of environment andforests has approved a year's tem-
porary extension of the mining
Ore Company Limited in theKudremukh National Park. The
ministry has however, attached arider. It has. asked the state to
study the environmental impact of
mining in the park area within the
year, according to official sources.The 30-year lease held by the

ned1 that their faction

1

KIOCL expires on July 26."The company is being permit-ted to continue, mining only in the

break open fresh ground for min-
ing during this period." sourcessaid.
The state mines and geologydepartment is shortly expected toissue a working permit to the com-

pany to continue mining, based on Institute, Nagpur, and thethe temporary clearance givén by

an environmental impact study,

: the Bhadra river, in the park area.

+ Engineering

.€Turn to Page 10

the Union environment ministry,sources said.
Besides specifying the need for

the Union ministry has directedthe stateand the company to studythe impact of mining on thewildlife and water sources, such as

lease held by the Kudremukh Iron
.

already opened up area. It cannot

The state is said to be consideringusing the services of organisationslike the National Environmental
and REG

comes ;at a time when -- route: an

oppose mining in the park area.
The activists claim that the KIOCL
has a poor record of carrying out
environmental protection mea-
sures.
The KIOCL occupies about 310

hectares of the 6,000 hectares
which the state intends to declare.a India's
national park. In 1987, the govern-ment issued a preliminary notifica= "ronment and forests, it is your call
Kudremukh National Park. The ened and endemic shola forests>

final notification on this will be "such as in the Kudremukh Nation-
ment evaluates the rights of the
people living within its limits.
While state officials maintain

that the Forest Conservation Act of
1980 provides for temporary forests,"extension of a mining lease pend-
ing final clearance, the Environ- .
ment Support Group, a local non-
governmental organisation claims
such a provision does not exist.

Institute of India to carry ouf, the sion of th¢ mining to thestudies. The extension of the lease KIOCL, t NGO said in': a July 20

tion on declaring the area as the.to fight to save the highly threat-

Lease extended said. Conservator of forests Ekanth

considering getting the. vaccine fro
and Biologicals at Hebbal. The vac

been no deaths of animals in the san
over the possibility of anthrax bacté
forest department believes the death
hole in the sanctuary was due to pes!said a team of animal pathologists fr
called. trcearryont frrther.testean

Mtenu te goranr-

problem. But so far, there have beer

@Continued from Page 9 i Anticipating a tempor exten

"any such! clearance accorded
_ involving highly complex policy
matters, such as continuance of
mining within national parks,would attract the provisions of theelection code of conduct."
"With less than two per cent of

Jand mass under national
parks, as Union minister for envi-

Not only would this be lawful, but-would -also-.demonstrate yourresolve to spare no effort in pro-
tecting what little is left of our

Mr Leo F. Saldanha,tor of the group said in the letter,
copies of which have been sent to
the Election Commission and
chief minister

minister, Mr Suresh Prabhu, that
{talists in the state are gearing up to

issued after. the revenue al Park and-surrounding fegions
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Greens p an PIL againstt
-»-Ktudremukh company-Swati Sucharita

BANGALORE: Environmental
groups are planning to file a public
interest litigation (PIL) in early Oc-
tober for "infringements on the
Wildlife Act 1972" committed by
the Kudremukh Iron Ore Compa-
ny Ltd (KIOCL), for mining in the
Kudremukh Valley. -

The petitioners, including the
lease, initiated in 1969 was sup-

Bangalore-based Environment
Support Group, are also planningto rope in the support of JapaneseNGOs to lobby for a ban in their
country on iron ore imported from
Kudremukh.
The valley, located in the Chik-

magalur district of Karnataka, has
been declared a national park since
it has one of the rare species of
'shola' (thick forest valley with hill-
tops covered by grasslands), en-
demic only to theWestern Ghats in
India.With KIOCL getting a year's
extension of their mining lease in by the wild animals.
July, environmentalists are particu-
larly concerned over the fact that
the decision has been taken com-
pletely ignoring the objections of
the ChiefWildlife Warden (CWW)

In an unofficial note to the prin-
cipal chief conservator of forests

datedMarch 17, the CWW has con-
cluded that "the continuance of
mining activities will be injurious to
the existence of wildlife in the na-
tional park" and therefore recom-
mended to-"bring to a halt all
ing activities within the national
park on July 27, 1999." This was the
Original date on which the 30-year -

While the Wildlife Act makes the
CWW's permission mandatory for
decisions like this, he seems to have later date, if necessary.been overruled in the decision of the
environmentministry at the Centre,
- The KIOCL's contention that the
loss of flora/fauna in the reservoir
area will be fully made up by its
sustained green belt programme is
not convincing the Greens who
contend that the species planted ie
acacias, silver oak and eucalyptus,are not indigenous to the valley
and will therefore not be accepted

As an annoyed Leo Saldanha,
coordinator-trustee of Environ-
ment Support Group says, "Howcan you expect a lion-tailed
macaque, just one of the rare
wildife species present m the
forests, to switch its cusme?"
Meanwhile, the Greens are wait-

Bhadra river.

ing with bated breath for the out-
come of the public hearing sched-
uled for October 28 on the fate of
thesecond dam to be built on the
Kachigehole distributary over the

he Kachige hole dam repre-sents an expansion of KIOCL's
mining activities and is proposed
initially as a reservoir dam of 90m
height, with a provision to raise the
height to 115m to convert into a
tailings-cum-water storage dam at

This would supplement the exist-
ing 100m-high Lakya dam which is
primarilymeant for storing tailings,

ing. A rapid environmental impact
assessment (RELA) has been done
by Nircon Engineering Consultants
(Madras) Private Limited, but the
perception is that the REIA ismain-
ly an adulatory document callingKIOCL environmentally seusitive.
Moreover, while KIOCL was

permitted in 1992 only to prospectin the Nellibeedu region of the val-
ley, it has also cut roads and con-
ducted blasting operations scaring
away the wildlife from the drilled
bore-wells on Suyigudda mountain,and telling hundreds Of trees to
carry power transmission lines.

posed to expire.

typical waste product of ore mn

é

of Karnataka



SAVING KUDREMUKA

State evacuiates
tribals
extends lease
for mining firm

04,

By BuAsKaR HEGDE

Kudremukh, March
conflicting moves, the govern-
ment has, on the one hand, initi-
ated steps to get national park
status for the Kudremukh ever-.
green forest and, on the other,
made moves to extend the lease
period of the Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Limited to carry
out mining activity in

the
core

area of the forest.
According to a source in the

forest department, the chief con
servator of forests (wildlife), Mr
S.K. Chakrabarti, has sought
more information from the iron
ore company with reference to
its proposal .for extension of
lease. The proposal is likely to be
sanctioned on receipt of the
information the source added
When contacted, Mr Chakrabarti
refused to comment on the issue.
According to a local non-gov-

ernmental organisation,
Nagarika Seva Trust,
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Limited has already excavated
nearly 10,000 acres of pristine
forest land in two decades.
Besides this public sector enter-
prise, a. private player,
Jayaprakash Group of Indusiries,
has also shown interest in mining
in this region.
However, much to the discom-

fiture of these players, Union

14: In

the.

minister for forest environment
Suresh Prabha, who visited the

spot in February. said no exten--
sions or new proposals regarding
mining in the. area . would be
entertained...

+ Meanwhile, the /Tevenue
department has begun

*

steps to

displace tribals residing in the
.forest, a pre-requisite to be ful-
filled to get national park status.
The assistant commissioners of

Sringeri, Puttur and Kundapur
revenue sub-division, ." as

-required, have already complet-
ed the process of- registering
objections from those families to
be displaced in the project,
which includes- a -local. tribe,
Malaikudias. Officials in the for-
est department have contended
that these people do not qualify
as tribals as they own agriculture
Jands. Tribals, according to law,
have special rights and cannot be .

. easily displaced by the govern-
ment. The ¢o-ordinator of the
Environment Support Group, Mr
-Ranjan Rao Yerdoor, and presi-
dent of the trust, Mr K.
Somanath Naik, have reacted to
this statement saying the depart-
ment has not been authorised to

'
judge which. community quali- .

fies as tribal. The state social
welfare and Union government
documents state that
Malaikudias are considered as
MTurn to Page 10 4

7.

'State evacuates tribals
MContinued from Page 9
tribals, according to Mr Naik Referring to the Centre's policy, the two
leaders, along with other organisations which have recorded public opin-
ion on this issue, maintained that since the locals are opposed to the

move, the government cannot force their decision on the people.
Stressing the need to immediately get national park status for the

Kudremukh forest, the organisations suggested that the government
exclude the tribals' habitat from the boundary of the national park, as the
tribals reside almost on the periphery of the forest.



t

i
I

t Operations were being undertaken drinking water supply has been
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a at the Bhadra river source, ther disrupted after the1

t Was a danger of it getting dried up. ed mining in these areas, apart
i The groundWater table has in the
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Mudigere TP Opposes
mining in Nellibidu

The Mudigere Taluk Panchayat
unanimously decided not to main source of drinkin& Water to

Company Limited (KIOCL) to take

allow the Kudremukh Iron Ore

up mining activities in the
| 8iOn operations.

; Tesponding to the Sangha's re

The request letter sent by the three years, even after being toldS to the taluk Panchayat

says. ben, Soil and rocks which losses incurred by th
macbe

ome loose due to the hugees and explosives used for themining rush into the fields destroying Crops and causing huge the talukes to farmers. The Bhadra

Nellibidu area as part of its expan-
t

Tiver has turned red with danger-ous Pollutants and minerals beingreleased into the Tiver, the letteradded. The Bhadra river was the

peo
Chitradurga and Bellary dis trictsapart from being utilised for agri

The letter has Said that theCentre and the State had permated the KIOCL to undertake min-

mining taining. The letter has alleged that

Company start-

2

The letter further states that the
e state due to

Uppuse
second dam byOU Auge GZ

firm to check
mining waste
By JAIDEEP V.G,

Bangalore, June 5:
The Kudremukh Tron Ore
Company Limited has prepared
plans to construct a Rs &6-crore,
{00-metre dam at Kudremukh to
prevent waste from the mines
reaching the river Bhadra.
Residents have opposed the dam.
because an existing dam built for
the same purpose developed fis-
sures, allowing mineral waste to
enter the river.
According to company officials,

the dam is being constructed at
Kochige Hole to ease pressure on
the existing Lakya Dam. "The
-Lakya Dam was constructed in
1978 with an initial height of 65
metres to serve two purposes.
First, to contain mineral wastes
originating from the mines, and
second to provide water for indus-
irial use. The dam was raised to its
present height of 100 metres in
1992," said executive director of
the company, Mr KY.
Thayagarajan. "But we now feel
that we must have one dam to
store waste from mines and the
other to provide water for the
industry; which is why the new
dam is being planned," he added.
The Lakya Dam is constructed °

on the principle that mineral
wastes from the mines gradually
get deposited against the dam
walls. "A small gradient in the
reservoir allows for the sediments .

to be deposited over a large, and- contain any damage," a
almost flat surface against the dam

walls. The water left
behind after the sedi-
ments settle is re-cir-

culated into the KIOCL factory
for use. Depending on the level of
sediments collected in the reser-
voir, we use gravity tunnels to
channel the water into the facto-
ry," Mr Thayagarajan explained.
The Lakya Dam can be used for
about eight years more, he added.
Mr Thayagarajan dismissed

claims of environmentalists that
the dams are a threat to the
Kudremukh ecosystem. "We are
building the dam to keep the river
clean. And it is absolutely false
that the Lakya Dam developed a
breach, leaking waste into the
river," he said.
The new proposed dam will be

constructed on the same lines as
the Lakya Dam and will augment
the exiting dam in containing min-
eral wastes and providing water to
the factory.
However, locals have opposed

the project, questioning its envi-
ronmental impact. "Firstly, the
Lakya Dam breached a few years
ago, resulting in mineral waste
escaping into the river. Secondly,
the drea experienced mild earth-
quakes for 20 conSecutive days in
1996 because of extensive use of
explosives and huge iron waste
deposits at the Lakya Dam. The
other important point is that
KIOCL has not prepared a disaster
management plan to prepare for
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galur, Shimoga,

There ts the
cultural

taminated waterdanger of the
Purposes

+ families
dent

was by the Presi-
This affecting the thousands of

of the taluk unit of the
who are dependent on the river

(KRRS), Mr DRDUBBappa Gowda
; Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha

the letter po ints out

He praised the taluk Panchayat for
t quest to
mm ing in the area.

a decision Opposing
ing operations In Nellibidu

and Soojigudda in1995 on an experimental basis for

states that sInce KIOCL'§
bout the dangers of extensiye

from the seriqus effects on the en
ably because fmining, the letter

Tining is tar higher compared to
earned. In this back-ground, the letter had

mning in the area
Panchayat not to alow

requested

@Turn to Page 12
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Land encroachment in Kudremukh National Park criticised

BANGALORE, Sept 9 (DHNS)

The Environment Support Group (ESG) has criticised the alleged land encroachment by the

Kudremukh Iron Ore Company (KIOCL) into the Kudremukh National Park and has demanded that a

CBI inquiry should be ordered in this regard.

Addressing a press conference here today along with ESG Co- Ordinator Leo F Saldanha, Mr K R

Sethna, honorary Wildlife Warden of Chickmagalur said since 1994, various representations, protests

and public meetings have been initiated by leading environmentalists to draw the attention of the

government against allowing mining in Kudremukh region, which was the most sensitive ecosystem of

the Western Ghats.

In spite of this, the Centre and State governments have proceeded with sanctioning license to KIOCL.

This was in blatant violation of significant provisions of the Wildlife Protection Act, which grants the

most protected status for National Parks anywhere in the country.

Though the authorities have been saying that mining activities would not be allowed in forest areas,

KIOCL had made roads roads through the mountainous and in wholly endemic shola forests, engaged

in blasting operations in the Nellibeedu region, drilled nearly 48 bore-wells and also cut innumerable

trees to draw power transmission lines. All these had been in violation of rules, he argued.

ESG co-ordinator Leo F Saldanha also said that the High Court division bench consisting Mr Justice

Ashok Bhan and Mr Justice Venkatesha Murthy in their oral orders while issuing notice on the

respondents on August 27, has directed the petitioners (the above environmental groups) to lodge

complaints with the secretary of the Union Ministry ofEnvironment and Forests against the illegal

actions ofKIOCL and the lack of follow up legal action.

Mr Saldanha said that in their interim prayer before the Karnataka High Court they would pray for

KIOCL officers to be tried for their violations, including for the non-payment of the Rs.5 crore

deposit and the rent ofRs.6 Lakh and would also impose Rs. 100 crore as penalty for the extensive

damages done.

© Copyright, 1998 The Printers (Mysore) Ltd.

{E-mail to Editor] [Main Page..Text Version] {Main Page..Graphic Version



Land encroachment Kudremukh
National Park criticised toi

DH News Service

BANGALORE, Sept 9

The Environment Support Group
(ESG) has criticised the alleged
land encroachment by the
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
(KIOCL) into the Kudremukh Na-
tional Park and has demanded
that a CBI inquiry should be or-
dered in this regard.
Addressing a press conference

here today along with ESG Co-
Ordinator Leo F Saldanha, Mr K
R Sethna, honorary Wildlife
Warden of Chickmagalur said
since 1994, various representa-
tions, protests and public meetings
have been initiated by leading
environmentalists to draw the at-
tention of the government against
allowing mining in Kudremukh
tegion, which was the most sensi-

tive ecosystem of the Western
Ghats. In spite of this, the Centre
and State governments have pro-
ceeded with sanctioning license to
KIOCL. This was in blatant
violation of significant provisions
of the Wildlife Protection Act,
which grants the most protected
Status for National Parks any-
where in the country.

Though the authorities have
been saying that mining activities
would not be allowed in forest
areas, KIOCL had made roads
roads through the mountainous
and in wholly endemic shola for-
ests, engaged in blasting opera-
tions in the Nellibeedu region,
drilled nearly 48 bore-wells and
also cut innumerable trees to draw
power transmission lines. All
these had been in violation of
rules, he argued. damages done.

ESG coordinator Leo F
Saldanha also said that the High
Court division bench consisting
Mr Justice Ashok Bhan and Mr
Justice Venkatesha Murthy in
their oral orders while issuing no-
tice on the respondents on August
27, has directed the petitioners ..

(the above environmental groups)
to lodge complaints with the secre-_
tary of the Union Ministry of En...
vironment and Forests against the...:
illegal actions of KIOCL and the...
lack of follow up legalaction. guru
Mr Saldanha said that in their...a

interim prayer before
Karnataka High Court they would...
pray for KIOCL officers to be tried
for their violations, including for.
the non-payment of the Rs 5 croresna
deposit and the rent of Rs 6 Lak
and would also impose Rs 100ms
crore as penalty for the extensive sein
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and pictures'

FTER an 11-day break,
udremukh Iron Ore

in the picturesque hull ranges

west of Mangalore in
Karnataka. Mining had
come to a hale on July 24,
when a second temporary
working permussion granted
bythe StateandCentral gov-
ernmentsexpired Thecom-
pany has now secured

permission towork for three
moremonths on the already
broken-up area of 1,452 74
hectares But this period ts

going to be suspenseful for
its workers and farmers,
environmentalists and other
sections of society who are
concerned. about themining
activity. The Supreme
Court 1s expected to issue
soon its verdict on a petition
seeking a ban on mining tn
Kudremukh, which could

ompany Limited
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Source Kudremukh Wildhte Foundation
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change the destiny of the
Rs 1,200-crore, profit-mak-
ing public sector company

KIOCL has been con-

ducting its operations on an
area of4,604 55 ha for over
20 years Opposition to its

acuvines has built up over
the years - from environ-
mentalists and wildlife con-
servationists who are

concerned about the threat
to the region's flora and
fauna, and farmers who are

affected by the pollution of
the streams that originate in
the mining area. The cam-

paign for a ban on mining
gained strength with the

support of conservation sci-
enusts such as Ullas Karanth
and literary personalities
such as UR Anantha-
murthy and KP Poor
nachandra Teyasvi The
companymade some efforts
to contain pollution but a

combination of factors such
as problems associated with

open-cast mining, the steep
terrain, the loose soil and

heavy rainfall defeated them

resumed its muin-

&

Farmers living down-
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stream villages told
Frontline that the paddy
yield had declined from 50
quintals to 30 quintals a
hectare becauseofthe accu-
mulation of silt and waste

tailings in the fields. Said a
farmer of Nellibeedu:
"Every monsoon the water

brings with it silt and tail-

ings. These solidify and
harden in summer.

Nothing grows on the
field." The tailings ren-
dered the sand unfit even
for construction purposes,
they complained.

A team ofexperts from
the Centre for Ecological
Sciences of the Indian
Institute ofScience (ISc.),
Bangalore made a study of
the 'Impact of Iron Ore
Mining on the Flora and
Fauna of Kudremukh
National Park and
Environs'. Its leader R.
Sukumar said: "When the
decision to locate the mine
atKudremukhwas taken in
the early 1970s, the effects
and consequences of habi-
tat fragmentation and bio-

Kudremukh
National Park

Bhadra Reservoir Project
catchment area

y
Bhadra river

< Streams

Catchment area boundary

Source: Report on Sedimentation Surveys of Bhadra Reservoir, 1987 by the

Kamataka Engineering Research Station, Krishnarajasagar.

diversity loss were poorly
understood. Ic is time we
considered the impact of
ongoing and futuremining
in the region in the light of
new scientific knowledge.
It is now well known that
habitat fragmentation is
the single largest threat to

biodiversity and biological
integrity."

The study was com-
missioned by the State
Forest Department. The
report, which was submic-
ted in January 2001, says:
"Open-cast mining by its

very nature is a very
destructive activity that
causes virtually irreparable
damage." It notes that the

mining areas that have
been abandoned, leave
alone those where mining
ison, stand in starkcontrast
to the adjoining natural

grasslands and forests. It

points out that the sicua-
tion has been ageravated by
the high rainfala . Themin-
ing and associated activities
have resulted in the loss of
habitat and the fragmenta-

hadravati

Left bank can Right

canal

Bhadra valli
1

Bha
Tioer

Kalasa yo PART

Gangamoola

Lakya am

Rivers

KIOCL mining boundary
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tion of the otherwise contiguous
black of tropical moist forest and

grasslands in the Western Ghats
In the mining area, biodiversity 1s

at a fow level Although several

species of grass and herbs have

sprung up tn areas abandoned after

mining, theyare insufficient to sta-
bilise the broken soil

Problems such as turgidity of
the water downstream, sedimenta-
tion and siltauon were not within
the scope of the study Farmers

complain that mining has defor-
ested the upper reaches of the hulls,

resulting im an increased flowofsilt
and iron ore tailings down the
streams The silt and tailings are

either deposited in the fields or ca:
ried to the Bhadra reservou
Environmentalists say that sedi-
mentation could reduce the life

span of the reservoir, which 1s

designed to last 180 years There
have been no studies on the effects
ofsiltation Evena long-term study
by the Nagpur-based Nanonal
Environmental Engineering
Research Insticute (NEERI) has
not examiaed samples of the water
taken during the monsoon when
the silt load 1s high

Sad Sukumar "When we
started field work in August 2000
the peak monsoon had already
passed and mining had also been

stopped because ofa leak in theslur-
ry pipe The level ofdissolved tron
in the water was all nght A round-
the year study to gather data on

aspects such as silt loads at various

pointsalong the river, thedifference
in silt loads before and after che

muning areas, and the rate of silta-
tion of the downstream reservoir
will have to be undertaken prop-
er assessment is to be made "

Jagadish Krishnaswamy,
hydrologist, said "The topography and
rainfall characteristics, 1n combination
with the open-cast mining, road building
and other land-surface disturbances
caused by KIOCL operations, are likely to
lead to high sediment discharges in the

Bhadra niver system in the short and long
term But curiously, one of the glaring
drawbacks of the studies conducted in the

region has been the poor attention piven,
to water quality and the omission ofwet
season sampling ofstreams

Environmentalists say that KIOCL's
measures to check pollution have had very

impact However, the company does
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not agree with this assessment Admutung
that the mining has caused pollunon, 1t

says it has been able to keep the level of
pollution to the mmumum Officials of
KIOCL give a hist of anu-pollution mea-
sures they have undertaken According to

them, the company has constructed two
roch-fill check-dams and a sertes ofcheck-
bunds in the small valleys to prevent the
wash-off from mune faces and mine roads

from reaching the Bhadra nver during the
monsoon It has also built a 100-metre
dam across the Lakya, a tributary of the
Bhadra, into which the waste tailings tn

the form of slurry are discharged An

*

Accumulated ore tallings on the edge of the Lakya reservolr (facing page) KIOCL's future

operations depend also on the dam's capacity to take more tailings.

underground pipeline has been laid to

carty the slurry concentrate from the

Kudremukh plant to the pelleusation
plant at Mangalore and the New

Mangalore Port, to be shipped abroad It
has also planted 75 lakh trees as part of an
afforestation programme

One of the mayor problems faced by
KIOCL 1s the disposal of waste tailings
They have to be either disposed of or per-
manently stored to prevent them from

being carried off into the river by ranwa
ter The dam across the Lakya breached
once, in 1992 According to KIOCL, the
dam can take six to nine million tonnes

66 FRONTLINE SEPTEMBER 14 2001



more of
ng

if its
she ght s

is increasedby
one metre. The report of the IISc team
calls for a detailed study of the structural
stability of the dam KIOCL plans to
store tailings permanently in st. But the

company has sought the government's
permussion to build another dam (Kachige
Holey) after the one across the Lakya ts
filled The Lakya dam has submerged 572
ha of shola forests and a new dam could
submerge more areas

As part of 1ts compensatory afforesta-
tion programme, KIOCL has planted
about eightmillion saplings ofeucalyptus
and Accacia auriculiformus over 800 ha of
grasslands Companyofficials proudlydis-
play satellite images from the National
Remote SensingAgency, Hyderabad, that
show that there has been a net positive
development in the area leased out to
KIOCL over the past 23 years Almost the
entre lot of trees, planted on the advice of
the Forest Department, are in areas that
have not been mined. Themuned areas are
still shorn of all vegetation.

The IISc. report disputes che compa-
ny's claims regarding afforestation The
company, it says, has termed the grasslands
wastelands and planted exotic species
there According to Sukumar, the grass-
lands are certainly not wastelands "The
montane grasslands of theWestern Ghats
have now been shown to be natural high-
alutudegrasslands Theyhave their unique

that the grasslands ac Kudremukh
occur at lower altitudes and that this could
be partly because ofanthropogenic distur-
bances in the hustorical pase, there 1s no
biological justification forconverung these
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grasslands into plantations ofexotics
He argues that the introduction of

exotic species, which are fast-growing,
hardy and resistant to factors,
would have undesirable long-term effects
on the grasslands and the adjoining shola
forests

Although environmentalists have
commended KIOCL for planung
seedlings ofa large numberofnative ever-
green species even the abandoned areas,
the IISc report says that this appreciation
is misplaced According to the report, the
first step tn the direcuon ofstabilising the
soil is to grow herbaceous plants

HE Central and State governments
have gone out of their way to help

KIOCL. In September 1987, the
Government of Karnataka declared its
intention to convert the area into anation-
al parkunder Section 35(1) oftheWildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 According to a
notification datedJune 16, 2001, the State
government, "afterwaiting out the period
for preferring clams and (after) all clams
had been inquired", notfied an area of
56,328 798 ha as constituting the
Kudremukh National Park (KNP) under
Section 35(4) of the Act It 1s the largest
tropical wet evergreen forest in Karnataka
to be declared a protected area. The nou-
fication, however, excluded from the pro-
posed park 3,703 55 ha in the South
Bhadra forests, of this, 3,203 55 ha has
been leased to KIOCL and the remaining
500 ha was submerged when the compa-
ny increased the height ofthe Lakya dam
in 1994 The decision to exclude 3,703 55
ha was questioned by Forest Department
officials, including Madhu Sharma,

Deputy Conservator of Forests (cn,
Chikmagalur, and SK. Chakrabarti,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), 1n July 2000 when at was first
brought to their nonce. The Law
Department overruled their objections

According to informed sources, the
settlement officer of the Revenue
Department - of the rank of Assistant
Commussioner (A.C) - interpreted the
Wildlife (Protection) Act in such away as
to mean that he could leave out areas of
reserved forest without consulting the
Forest Department. But in reality he had
authonty over only revenue orpatra land,
and not forestland The State government
went by the settlement officer's recom
mendation

The sources said thattheA.C keprthe
Forest Department in the dark about the
wrong interpretation and that it was only
in July 2000 that theDCF, Chikmagalur,
heard about the State government's inten-
tion to leave certain areas out of the KNP
and its communication to the Union gov-
ermment in this regard. One mformed
source said "The DCF unilaterally filed
obyections staring that the A.C had
exceeded his powers and approached the

Deputy Commissioner (DC),
Chikmagalur, asking for a copy of the
AC'sreport The D C then asked her to

give a para-wise comment on the AC's
report By October 2000 she had submut-
ted her remarks, which included the rec-
ommendation that the3,703.55 hashould
not be left out ofthe area ofthe park. The
DC. and the then Pnncipal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) con-
curred with her views Their views were
sent to the Umon Ministry of
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Environment and Forests (MoEF) "
The State Law Department

went along with the reports of the DCF

DCF But, after a long silence, the State
government wrote to the MoFF stat)
that it excluded certain areas from the

citcumstances no forest land could be
excluded at the ume of nouficanion after
the intention to noufy tthad been declared

Officials oftheMoEF did not supportthe views of the DCF and the PrincipalChiefConservator ofForests (Wildlife) A
senior official 1s said to have remarked that
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LTHOUGH P. Sampath Iyengar,
renowned geologist in the

princely state of Mysore, discovered
iron ore deposits in Kudremukh in
1913, full-scale mining operations
began only in 1980.

Inthe'1960s, theNationalMineral
Development Corporation (NMDC)
undertook preliminary prospectingand investigation It acquired a lease to
mince im an area of 5,218 hectares,
which included parts of the Arol: and
Nellibeedu hills With an won content
of 33 to 38 per cent, the ore was of a
low quality, and the extraction process
involved huge investments The
NMDC (with a 51 per cent equity)

CONA of the United States (25 percent equity) and the MON Group of
Jap in (24 per cent) in 1969 Althoughapilotplantwas set up atacostofRs 48
lakhs, the foreign collaborators pulledoutowing to procedural delays, and the
project was shelved

Interest in the tron ore deposits was
revived in 1974 when the Iranian gov-
ernment signedwith theGovernmentof
India an agreement for a buy back
arrangement for the finished product
from Kudremukh Under the agree-
ment, Iran would finance the project to
the tune of $630 million on condition
that there would be no cost and nme
overruns. As a result, the 100 per cent
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Rich in resources
export-oriented Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL) was estab-
lished as a public sector company under
the Ministry of Steel and Mines in April
1976, in order to developmines and plant
facilities to produce 7.5 million tonnes of
iron oreconcentrate per annum from low-
grade magnetite as a tailor-made product
for the National Iranian Steel Mills. But
Iranian funding stop;ped with the over-
throw of the Shah in 1979 and the subse-
quent political trisis in that country.
Although the Government of India
stepped in to furid the project, Iran was

not.ready to fulfil its contractual obliga-
tions and lift the dre.And though KIOCL
was ready to ship iron ore by September
1980, it had no Buyers.

The company got a new lease of life
when India entered into a barter dealwith
Romania. Under the deal, KIOCLwould
supply one million tonnes of ore concen-
'trate in return for Romanian equipment
to set up apelletisation plantinMangalore
with a capacity of three million tonnes a

year. Although KIOCL's installed capac-
itywas derated to 6.8million tonnes a year
in the wake of the Iranian crisis and later
to 5.7 million tonnes in an attempt to
extend the life of the ore body, the com-
pany was able to break into the Japanese
market after 1986 and the Chinese mar-
ket a few years later.

KIOCL,which has 2,390 employees

(another 10,000 persons are indiréctly
employed), had a turnover of Rs.538
crores in 2000-01 and earned $127 mil-
lion in foreign exchange. It commis-
sioned a Rs.450-crore pig iron and
ductile iron spun pipe project in
Mangalore in February, signed an agree-
ment with Mineral Technologies of
Australia to recover iron tailings from the

Lakya dam; and has plans to invest up to
Rs.600 crores in a coke oven plant in
Karwar and an iron ore mining project
in Ongole, Andhra Pradesh, during the
Ninth Plan. The company is a major
contributor of business at the New
Mangalore Port but environmentalists

say that the port earnsonly 10.5 per cent
of its total revenue from KIOCL.

According to K. Gurumurthy,
Director (Production and Projects),
KIOCL, with its present capacity of 5.7
million tonnes a year it can continue to
mine economically for another six years.
Alchough it has got permission to mine
for threemoremonths, the company has
put almost all its plans on hold. S.
Murari, Chairman-cum-Managing
Director, said: "The uncertainty over
whetherwewill pera lease hasmeant that
we have been unable to make capital
investments."

Environmentalists say that KIOCL
has only itself to blame for the crisis. Said
awildlife enthusiast: "The company failed

tomovewith the times.After the strength-
eningofthe forest conservation laws,min-
ing in a reserved forest, which was to be
notified as a national park, was bound to
attract attention from Green groups."

In. 1994, the State government
asked KIOCL to look for ore elsewhere.
In 1996, mining at Kudremukh came to
a standstill for three days after the
Supreme Court ruled that there could be
no non-forestry activity in areas that had
been declared national parks. However,
mining resumed after the court issued a
clarification, stating that the order
would not affect those who had secured
a lease before the implementation of the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. But it
had also made it clear that in such cases
the lease should not be renewed.
KIOCL's lease expired in July 1999.
Environmentalists point out that
KIOCL went ahead with huge capital
investments though it knew that it
would be difficult to secure a new lease.

REMUKH, which means in
ada the face of a horse, derives

its name from a 1,892-metre peak in the

region. It has been identified as one ofthe
18 'hot spots' of global biodiversity, and
is part of Global 200 identified by the
World-Wide Fund forNature (WWF) for
concentrated conservation efforts.
Kudremukh is a region with heavy rain-
fall - an annual average of 6,500 mm,
most of which occurs in the monsoon
months ofJune to September.
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the MoEF did not receive their reports.
According to informed sources,

the State government did have the power
to exclude specified forest areas from the
KNP. In support oftheir claim, the sources
showed letters written by a senior official
in the Prime Minister's Office suggesting
that the areas being mined by KIOCL be
excluded from the KNP, that permission
be granted expeditiously to the company
to mine in the area and that more areas be
handed over to it for mining.

A letter (8-69/99 - FC, dated 25-7-
2000) written by Rajiv Kumar Gupta
Assistant Inspector-General of Forests,
MoEF, to the Secretary (Forests),
Government of Karnataka, in response to
the State government's request for the
renewal of mining lease to KIOCL, also
makes it clear that MoEF officials were
aware ofthe State government's decision to
exclude 3,703.55 ha from the KNP. It says:
"Tam directed to refer to your letter No
FEE 41 FFM 98, dated 18-7-2000, com-
municating to this Ministry the decision of
the State government to exclude 4,605 ha
of area including the broken up area of
KIOCL from the (Kudremukh) National
Park on the basis of the report of theA.C.,

ur - the Settlement Officer
appointed underWildlife (Protection)Act,
1972. TheMinistry (MoEF) also tooknote
of the request of the State government for
renewal ofmining lease over already bro-
ken up area of 1,452.74 ha and 92.68 ha
ofadditional land to be broken afresh along
with extension of temporary working per-
mission by another year for mining in
favour ofKIOCL."

Theletteralso states that the State gov-
ernment's request had been examined
holistically, keeping inmind that "the pre-
sent notification ofthe KN is only noti-
fication of intent", that "the State
government has clearly communicated its

"the decision (to do so) was based on the

report of the settlement officer appointed
by the State government under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972".

The MoEF even issued a year's tem-
porary working permission to KOCL on
the basis of the Karnataka government's
submission that the area concerned would
not form part of the area to be notified as
a national park. The permission was sub-
ject to the State government issuing a noti-
fication on the constitution ofthe KNP by
September 30, 2000 (which it did in June
2001) and the completion of the environ-
mental impact assessment report within

u d etna
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KIOCL's administrative office at Kudremukh.

sixmonths (which itdid byJanuary 20.

Curiously, a year later, the MoEF has
made an about-turn. The change in its
stand became known in the course oflegal
proceedings in connection with KIOCL.

Wildlife First, a non-governmental
organisation (NGO), filed an interlocuto-
ry application in the Supreme
May 2001 seeking a ban on mining in
Kudremukh. The application said that the

mining was illegal and violative of the
court's orders on December 12, 1996 on
awrit petition, banning non-forestryactiv-
ity in forests, andonan interlocutoryappli-
cation dated February 14, 2000,
prohibiting the removal ofeven dead and

dying trees and grass from national parks
and sanctuaries. The NGO's application,
which was filed through the amicus curiae
Harish Salve, also challenged the granting
of temporary working permission to
KOCL by the MoEF twice (in July 1999
and July 2000) under the Forest

from Conservation Act, 1980, on the grounds

to grant such permission. The amicus curi-
ae has questioned the validity of the deci-
sion to leave certain areas out of the KNP.

On May 10, a three-member Bench
ordered issue of notices to the three

respondents, the Union of India, the
Government of Karnataka and KIOCL,
directing them to file affidavits.

The Supreme Court directed the
Union government to file "an affidavit
within eightweeks and in the affidavit also
state the reasons as towhy Government of
India having once notified the area as a
national park, then permitted mining
activity tobe carriedoutnotwithstanding".

An additional affidavit, filed on July
26 by S.C. Sharma, Additional Director-
General of Forests (Wildlife), MoEF, said
that the MoEF opposed the Kamataka
government's decision to leave 3,703.55
ha out of the KNP. It stated that "after
careful consideration of the entire issue

including ecological importance of the
Kudremukh ranges, effect of mining on
flora and fauna, area already broken up by
KIOCL, alternatives available, etc, the

Ministry (was) of the view that it is not
desirable to permanently allow mining
operations to continue in (Kudremukh)
especially in the unbroken area. Further,
it stated that "no approval under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 would be
accorded to KIOCL for undertakingmin-
ing operations in any unbroken areas".

With regard to the areas already being
mined, the affidavit stated that in view of
KIOCL'sheavy investmentin the area, the

employment prospects of a large number
of persons and export commitments, the
MoEF "was considering to allow KIOCL
to continue mining operations over the

already broken up forest area" for up to
five years. .

After heasing the submissions of
Sharma and the amicus curiae on July 27,
the Supreme Court gave three weeks to
counsel for the State of Karnataka and
KIOCL. It ruled that Karnataka govern-
ment should consider afresh the notifica-
tion excluding forest areas from the KNP.
WhileSharma's madeKIOCL
officials nervous, environmentalists are
elated by the latest stand of theMoEF.

According to informed sources, the
stand ofthe State government will be that:

decision to exclude the p area
the purviewoftheNati " and that that therewere no provisions under theAct
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One of the crusher units of the company. Officials and workers of KIOCL are united

in thelr opposition to the environmentalists' claims and demands.

a. The non-mined forest areas (2,251
ha), which have been leased to KIOCL,
should be designated as a buffer zone for
the KNP, where human habitation and

grazing of cattle would be allowed;
b. Subject to the capacity of the Lakya

dam to takewaste tailings, KIOCL should
be allowed to mine for seven more years.
There should not be any immediate stop-
page of work because it will cause prob-
lems; for instance, the problem of
maintaining the mining faces and the

Lakya dam, which might come crashing
down the valleys below; and

c. Round-the-season studies will be

undertaken by a committee comprising
representatives of KIOCL, environmen-
talists, Forest Departmentofficials, hydro-
logical experts, conservation scientists, and
so on.

Reacting to the MoEF affidavit,
Karnataka Forest Department officials said
that it was time the Union Ministry
stopped adopting a holier-than-thou atti-
tude. According to them, in July 2000,
when KIOCL's temporary lease expired,
the MoEF sought the State government's
view as to whether mining should contin-
ue and said that if the State government
was for thecontinuationofmining itwould
be better to leave out of the KNP the area

in which KIOCL operated since mining
was not expected to take place in a nation-
al park. "Today they are not only pretend-
ing that they knew nothing but are also

trying to be the onlyones concerned about
the forests and theKNP,Andwearedepict-
ed as the villainous lot," they said.

The Forest Department has also not

applied rules consistently. For example, in
1994-96 KIOCL was given a licence for

prospecting in the Nellibeedu hill, which is

estimated to have around 54million tonnes
ofore.OfficialsofKOCL themselveswon-
der underwhat clause the Department gave
them a prospecting licence. Under the

Forest (Conservation)Act, prospectingcan-
not be done in aa reserved forest.

Environmentalists have accused KIOCL of
damaging forests on the Nellibeedu hills by
constructing roads and drilling borewells.

According to an official in the State
Forest Department, the Government of
India has to choose between bad develop-
ment and good environment. The official

explained: "KIOCL is a public sector prof-
it-making company which provides
employment. And the mines have proxim-
ity to the Mangalore port. But what about
the environment and forest laws? Should

mining be allowed inside a national park?
If so, then let the government say so or

exempt KIOCL from the laws."

According to the official, the boctom-
line is thar the mines have to be moved out,
for two simple reasons. "First, as per the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, mining
can be allowed in a reserve forest subject to
the prior approval of the MoEF and the

State Forest Department (forest is a subject
in the Concurrent List). Generally, the
MoEF has not renewedmining leases in the
Western Ghats. Now that the MoEF has

in its July 27 affidavit asked the Karnataka

government to reconsider its decision to
leave out the forests where KIOCL is oper-
ating, from the KNP (and designating it as

part of KNP), it will be difficult for the

MoFF to grant permission."
The official said that the ball is now in

the court of the two governments.
"Permission for mining cannot be accord-
ed in a national park. Secondly, KIOCL
has made no efforts all these years to offer
to the Forest Department as per the above
Act, land/money in compensation for

compulsory forestation in lieu of the area
that it has been mining on."

The company does not see it that way.
Its officials and workers are united in their

opposition to the environmentalists'
claims and demands, Closure of themines
would mean hardship for a vast majority
ofworkers, and alternative plans likemov-

ing the muning operations to Sandur (in
Bellary district, Karnataka) or Ongole
(Andhra Pradesh) do not appear to be

can be accommodated in Mangalore, a

question mark hangs over the rest.

Knowledgeable sources pointed out that
KIOCL, which has a Plan outlay of
Rs.1,200 crores, will need Rs.3,000 crores
to shift its operations to another area.

The employees of KIOCL are an agi-
tated lor. Appeals have been sent to the
Prime Minister and some of his Cabinet
colleagues. They have also submitted a

memorandum to State Chief Minister
§.M. Krishna, who they claimed had
assured chem that their interestswould be

protected. The workers say that with
nearly 75 per cent of them being above
the age of 45 years, it would be difficult
to acquire new skills.

Said B.M. Narayanappa, organising
secretary, Kudremukh Shrama Shakti

Sangatan, one of the three trade unions
and currently the recognised one: "We
want the government to give us a 20-year
lease. Ifour appeals failwewill undertake
hunger strikes along with our family
members." Only 95 employees have
availed themselves of the voluntary
retirement package offered by the man-

agement in March and June 2000.
Environmentalists are not perturbed

by the extension ofmining permission for
threemoremonths. Although theywould
like to see mining to "stop tomorrow",
they appear to be practical enough to sug-
gest a five-year time-frame for the closure
of operations.

Although KIOCL management has

publicly stated that it would like to.con-
tinue its operations for 20 more years,
company officials privately admit that

they would be just as happy if the com-

pany is allowed to function until the pre-
sent ore body is mined, that is, for six or
seven years.

th af
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Chandre Gowda

comes to
3 KIOCL's defence

By Our Correspondent

CHIKMAGALUR, APRIL 5. The Minis-
ter for Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Mr. D.B.Chandre Gowda,
has said that people opposing the
mining operations by the Kudre-
mukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) should be invited to the
area to ascertain the facts.

Speaking at the silver jubilee
celebrations of the company at
Kudremukh, he criticised those
who had no idea of the conditions
prevailing in the area filing PILs
(public interest litigation) in the
name of protecting ecology. Their
intentions were questionable, he
said.
Coming out strongly in defence

_ of the KIOCL, Mr. Gowda pooh-
poohed the charge that the
mining operations were polluting
the Bhadra. That no harm had
come to the fish in the river
proved that the charge was false.



KIOCL set
MANGALORE, APRIL 12. The Kudremukh Iron and
Steel Company Limited (KIOCL) is set to break
new ground by stepping up its expansion. It
has set up a Rs. 300- crore iron ore production
centre at Ongole in Prakasam District of And-
hra Pradesh in its silver jubilee year.
The KIOCL has a good record of financial

results and its exports have been on the rise
despite the low grade (36-38 percent) ore
available at Kudremukh.
The run up to the KIOCL project started in

1913 when the Iron Man of Mysore regency,
Sampath Iyengar, discovered rich deposits of
iron ore in Aroli Gangamoola range of the
Western Ghats. His studies showed that the
adjacent range in Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
also had similar reserves. The actual mining
was supposed to have been taken up under
the funding of Marcona of U.S. and the Mon
group of Japan. But after the final pilot project,
the proposal was shelved.
Later, under an agreement, the Government

of Iran, which evinced interest in the project,
paid $ 630 million for setting up a concentra-
tion plant at Kudremukh. But half way
through, the project suffered a setback be-
cause of the political instability in that coun-
try. The Government of India completed the
plant at Kudremukh and at Mangalore with no
cost and time over runs.

break new g
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The KIOCL's mining site at Kudremukh..

FKIOCL, which has received ISO 9002,

& using earthen technology and has

constructed a dam across one of the tributar-
ies of thé Bhadra to check the flow of solid
waste and 0 supply water for the project. The
company has evolved a monitoring system for

filtering thechanism and has been used for the
first the country.
The

afer
environment-friendly activities

taken up by the KIOCL, includes continuous
monitoring of air quality in the mining site
and planting of 75 lakh trees. It has imple-
mented the agreement signed with the Man-
galore University toidentify and plant rugged
and local varieties of trees in the abandoned
areas.
All these steps fetthed the KIOCL the presti-

gious Abheraj Baldote Environment Award
from the Federation of Indian Mineral Indus-
tries. Vi
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ARs. 300-cr. KIOCL project in AP
iy \ vate \ By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, APRIL 11, Mr. B.K.Tripathy, Union Minister of Statefor Steel, will lay the foundation stone for a Rs. 300-crore ironore project of the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited(KIOCL) at Ongole in Prakasan District of Andhra Pradesh onThursday.
The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Mr. ChandrababuNaidu, will be the chief guest. The project, which heralds amajor expansion activily of the KIOCL, is an outcome of amemorandum of understanding between the company and theAndhra Pradesh Government signed at the Partnership Summitheld in Hyderabad in January.



,KIOCL signs MoU

Centren)\,BANGALORE, MARCH 22. The Kudte-
mukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL) on Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Union Ministry of
Steel, for the financial year 2001-
2002 for producing 5.7 million
tonnes of iron ore concentrate
and 3.85 million tonnes of pellets


