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"The Secretary,

Wayanad Prakridi Samrakshna
‘ Samithy,

S.Bathery,Wayanad District.

11.02.2000 TO 13.02.2000.-NATURE CAMP-MUTHANGA
L WILDLIFE. SANCTUARY.

BT,

I have been closely following the recent activities of your
organization with great interest,especially so,the recent one condemning
the ill-concevied plans of our State Govt.authorities in building more
and more Dams in Wayanad District,which will, in the near future,have a
very negative impact on our Nature,wildlife and most definitely,our
Ecosystems as a whole,with a destructive impact on the pristine and
natural beauty of Wayanad.

With regards to the above,I would 1like to bring to your notice
a few points which you might find useful in your efforts,if at any time
you and your organization might have to resort to legal measures in
persuing your goals.

ILIEGAL AND SYSTEMATIC DESTRUCTION OF OUR FOREST WEALTH.
S

. On any given day,it would be worthwhile to take all the active
members of your organization to the Lakkidy Check Post of the Forest
Dept. ,from where,and on a twenty four hour vigil,you could find more
than ten to fifteen truck loads of forest wood being transported to the
saw mills of Kozhikode and other places,which is a clear and blatent
violation of the following Rules and Acts.

1.The Kerala Forest Act-1961.

2.The Kerala Restriction on Cutting and Destruction of Valuable Trees
Act,1974-Section 7 in particular.

3.The Kerala Preservation of Trees Act,1986.

4,The Central Forest(Conservation) Act,1980-Section 2 in particular.

5.The National Forest Policy,1988-Prescribes strict maintainance of 33%
forest cover in the plains and 66% in the hills.

6.The Interim Order of the Supreme Court of India on Protection of the
Forests ,via Civil Writ Petition No:202 of 1995,filed by T.N.,Godavarman
Thirumalpad Vs. the Union of India and Others,banning all illegal
activities in the Forests of India,dated December 12 - 1996.The Supreme
Court had clarified in this Judgement that the definition of "Forest -
Land" ocecuring im the Central Forest Conservatiom Act-1980,must apply
to all forests,irrespective of the nature of ownership and includes all
types of statutorily recognised forests,whether designated as reserved,
protected or otherwise. ~

In utter violation and contempt to the provisions and values
as mentioned above,the Govt.of Kerala has,via a notification in the

Contd. .C...Q.z..’...‘
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Kerala Govt.Gazzette dated 17 th. February 1998,as per Govt.Order - No:G. 0. (P)
14/98/F & WL.D, permitted 'tranSportation’' of 61 species of Forest Trees,

which could ammount to contempt of Eﬁé~§upreme Court as per the proVisions of
Act-70 of theComtempt of Courts Act-1971.

Further,I would like to inform you,that most parts of the forests of
Wayanad Dist.comes under the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve consisting of the
forests of Kerala,Karnataka amnd Tami lnadu,which is a total of 5220 Sq.Km. ,of
which,1455 Sq Km. comes undep Kerala.The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve,is a part
of the Worlquetwork of Biogphere Reserves,which is a project of the UNESCO
and headquartered in Framce.if the world H.QG. of the N.B.R. is contacted,with
all material proof of the Govt. 's ill-conceived plans in going ahead with the
Dams project,all loans from the World Bank as well as any other agency like
the UNESCO could be blocked by you,which is the only ultimate and final
solution to force the Govt.to back-track,other than the optional legal solut-
ions available to us.A xerox copy of the map of the total area that falls
under the N,B.R.,and complied by the Regional Station of the Zoological
Survey of India,is herewith enclosed,for your informatiom.

Jara Project,which have served only to fatten the purse or the bank accounts
of the rich and highly affluent former estate owners and the illegal timber
mafia,in the areas aquired for the above mentioned two dam projects.
" Should you need any information on the Supreme Court orders mentioned
or any such other information from the Central Govt.,you may write to the

under-mentioned,who,will be only too willing to be of assistance to you,in all
your selfless endevours.
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Adv.Raj Panjwani,

Legal Council- WWF INDIA,
79,Supreme Enclave,
Mayur Vihar,Phase-1,

New Delhi-110 091.

May I also take this opportunity to offer my full and un-failing
co-operation to you,and the Wayanad Prakridi Samrakshna Samithy in the comser-
vation of nature and restoration of the Pristine forests,wildlife and the
fast dwindling ecosystem as a whole.

Thanking you.
. Your's sincerely,

Xerox copy.-1.The Hon'ble Union minister for (T.Kuruvilla Eapen)
Welfare ,N.Belhi. (Ms.Maneka Gandhi) . Ph.0495-373929,

B s £

2.The Secretary,Animal Welfare Board ?ﬁu‘"f””?“*“”’f*?

of India,Chennai-28,T,Nadu,
3’A.w.B. I. Kerala File.
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