
Mr Humayun Abdulali
75 Abdul Rehman Street. D

Oe

Bombay: ~400 06037. 11th January 1983.

Dear sary

I have juet returned from a pilgrimage to Bharatpur. T was there for
four days (which is. not enough!), from the first of this menth, to the
fifth. I had planned to stay. for at: least a week, but due to some

r
unforseen Teasons y. could note ~-

T am enclosing a complete list of all the species I listed there, 172,
in all, but in this letter I plan to write about some of the interest-
ing birds, interesting from. point of views which I saw-in the.
sanctuary. ;

Starting with the grebes, and continuing as your Checklist for the
area proceedss I spotted just one Great Crested Grebe in the. Sapanmori
area. It was swimming at a little distance from two spotbills, end
the ear tufts were not very prominent. But the shape, size and stunt-
ed tufts were marking pointers. All the three pelicans were seen.
'The rosy pelicans were in large numbers, 250-300. A few grey, and one
dalmatian were also aeen. The number of. grey and purple herons is
good. The latter are morecommon and were also in much handsome a
plumage. Fainted Storks were everywhere, but the remarkable point was
the number of inmeture painted storks. I can easily say. that of the
storks seen, at least:65 to 70 percent were immature. Likewise, the
number of Glossy Ibis was very good. In the evening, at a roostI

@ counted roughly about 150 of these birds. They would come in at 6 pm,
after all types of egrets had covered the bushes, and find a place
for themselves! The Greylag wos a new one for me, as were the Common
Sheld~duck (I could net confirm this though) and the Falcated Teal.
I saw the Teal on the last day, in the late afternoon. I had met a
delightful little lady from England, she umst have been70 plus,
Elizebeth Forster, and we were walking round the Rambund area, trying
te count as many birds possible on that trail ~ we listed 82 in 5 hours.
Miss Kerster walked ahead, confused by some warbler, when, I was
attracted tewards a duck about 30 feet way in the water. It flew
towards a groupof ducks a little further away - but there he stayed.
The Faleated Teal. He was unmistakable. The lengthened neck feathers,
the cream patch on the side of che rump and the
necklace. It was very handsome. Sothef us had a life bird on our
last day in Keoladeo Ghana.
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Among the raptors, I saw one Bonellits Hawk Eagle near the pond, near
the nursery. There was an imeature imperial eagle in the tlambund
area. The Spotted snd Lesser Spotted Kagles were life bérds for me.
Imeuutures were more often observed, than fully mature birds. The
Ring-tailed Fishing Eagle was alse new for me - and what a bird it is'
Once in Borivili (when you had gone to England last) Nosherwan had
promised to show me this Ealgle, but none was seen. The Siberian
Cranes were as beautiful as I had pictured them. Actually here they
were more beautiful because they were alive. I always saw them in
families of twos or threes, One threesome had an immature tagring
along. Their trumpeting still haunts me on oggy days. The Whitetailed
Lapwing was new. It is common, but very shy.. It also has a very good
camouflage. I saw only one Peewit Lapving - a male with a beautifully
curving crest. There were very few waders in avy place. Even in the
reputed wader-pools, there was hardly anything worth mentioning.
Very surprisingly, I did not see any Blackwinged Stilts inside the
sanctuary. All were outside in roadside peolat The most comnon dove
wasS. decaocto. Both, the Great Horned and the husky Horned Owls were
heard.

In the multitude of swifts and swallows swarming over the Kambund
marsh, after straining for half an hour, I isolated 3 Alpine Swifts.
My day was made} The crazy Wryneck was new too, and I saw this bird
twice. It takes off with whirrrr like a partridge. Why has the Common
lora not been included in. your list, Sir ? I heard them quite often.
It has been listed on the list sold by the Forest Dept. of Rajasthan.
Redbreasted Flycatchersa were very comson. . Two males had a let of
orange still remaining from the breeding season. I saw only one Grey-
headed Flycatcher, in a Kadam, busily chipping away. I recognised
the call because every evening, a brother of this bird would sing in
our garden, when we were in Banjara Hills, lest year. The werblers
were as confusing as always, but I. could isolate an Orphean Varbler
once. Whitethroats were quite common. However I did miss the Chee
chee chee of the omnipresent Ashy Wren Warbler sometimes - it was
heard very rarely. The number of Bluethroatse is astounding. When
Mr Pushp Kumar mentioned that this bird was seen in the Nehru Zoo
here, I remember how I searched in vain - and here, they almost threw
themselves in front of you!' Another very interesting bird, and a
lifer for me, was the Chestnutbeliied Nuthatch. Following a feeding
party of drongos, common babblers, an iora, a magpie robin pair, a
goldenbacked woodpecker, I came across this bird high up in a kadam.
The number of sparrows was awesome. Vhole fields of them} Though
I saw vlenty of Spanish Sparrows, no yellow throats were sighted. But
obviously, plenty were around, for many people were surprised when I
told them the above. Are Passer d. indicus and P. d. parkini disting--
vishable in the field ?

* enee 3/-
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After all is said and done, I feel that I am in love with Bharatnur.
I think that the Bharatpur Bug hes got under my soul, and I nlan to
make a trip there every year, at least once. It is nice, isn't it,
how smeil images, pictures, sounds, etc. of the sanctuary, our any
place one loves - find a place in your memory! ? I remember so clearly
my first sight of the Skberians. Three of them flying low over me.
Shining in the morning light. And there was the lapwing in a pool of
sunlight, beside a algae covered pook of water, in the middle of a
thicket of Kadam - not ten feet away from me. And there was the
Monsoose who came waidling along a fallen tree trunk, occupied by some
unimaginable thought, when it sensed me~ and fled, petrifiei. And
there was a Kadam, beside a village webl, overlooking «a pond in which
two otters played hide and seek, solid with 45 to 50 Vul--
tures, And then there were the jungle cats - two were observed fisht-
ing$ And the herds of Neelgai. The sight of a fawn following a Cheetal
doe is painted on my mind, The wryneck's guizzics] look, the soaring .
neliccns, the arguing geese, the vultures, the pwwer of the eagles-
the glow after sunset the call of the Sarus and the trumpet of the
Siberians has lodged a germ in me which will be very difficult to
eradicate - because I want it te remain. It is the germ of love.

hitebacked

Coming back te a city which has voted a new government into pewer, and
which is new si i with pointless communal riots, I am yet to meet my
friends and relate to them my experiences @f Bharatpur. I am force
to stay at home by curfew - though it is being relaxed slowly nowe
In April I have to to Nelhi again - ent maybe then I'll snatch some
days and scoot to Bharatpur

I hope ell is well in Bombay ,and birdwatching is in top gears Hope
to hear from you - about your Bhoratpur experiencese...



~HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone : 321724

Res.: 533006 25th January, 1983.

Dear Aasheesh,

Thank you for your letter of 11th inst and the long listof birds seen at Bharatpur. Seeing 172 species over four
days is certainly good work and I wonder how many I will see
when I go there early next month to attend the Intemational
Crane Workshop.

As regards your query, I would advise that the Common
Tora has not been included in my cheklist, for the simplereason that there is no authentic record from that area.
The birds you see there are Marshall's Iora which are perhapsdifficult to identify. My letters are written from my office
where my ornithological literature is not available and I
am leaving it to you to look at the books for the differences,
and also to see if the calls*are said to be different or not.

It is gratifying to note that more people are gettinginterested in birds but apart from just listing them, thereis @ great amount of work to be done and this can only be
done if you study the literature available and can then
decide immediately what is new in a particular place or not.

I have compared the list with my checklist and I see
that everything is included in the latter but you must have
such lists for all the places, so that you can immediatelytell when you run into something new and then devote a lot
of time and attention to the bird to make sure that youridentification is correct.

In any case, I was very glad to read your letter and
hope that you will have many opportunities of visiting
places rich in birds and where there are chances of your
running into new items.

About the sparrows I do not think that the three races
can be certainly told apart and in any case unless you have
had the opportunity of looking at the specimens and actually
noting the differences said to occur, it would be impossible
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HUMAYUN ABDULALI
Telegram : FAIZCOY
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Res.: 533006

75, Abdul Rehman Street,
BOMBAY-400 003.
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25th January, 1983.

to determine which form you have before you. Incidentally,I cannot help saying that because the number of birds. in
Hyderabad is smaller, you should have a better opportunityof listing and studying them and adding something new to
our knowledge regarding their habits etc.

I hope that you will continue to look at them carefully
and find new things.

@ With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. A. Pittie,
14-7-370 Begum Bazar,
Hyderabad-500 012.



.HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
BOMBAY-400 003.Telegram ; FAIZCOY

Telephone 321724
Res.: 533006 13th April, 1983.

Dear Aasheesh,
Thank you for sending me a copy of the last number of

Mayura -- I presume that it is sent by you.

I have glanced over it quickly and there are one or two
jteme which may be worth recording in a more peomdnent form
~- say in the Bombay journal:

(1) There is a note by Dr. A. Shiv Raj on "Community
preening in Babblers" This is certainly unusual
end difficult to understand but it would be necessary to
determine the identity of the babblers and also if possible
of the snake.' the latter was a long thin one trees
and bushes, it was almost certainly a Whip Snake for a

Green Pit Viper is unlikely to occur in that area. However,
sf it was found on the ground, it may have been one of
several. By implication it appears that the birds peeked at
the snake and have almost immediately preened themselves,
indicating that they had taken something off the snake and
applied it to their feathers.

T am not aware of any secretion between the scales
of snakes but in any case if all these points are clarified,
it might make a worthwhile note.

(2) In your note on the nesting of birds (p. 18) you
refer to the St reake Bayas nesting activities being in
full swing

Nidification (3: 10) says'the breeding season seems
Start of

newt,
rains i.e. jd-duneto be invariably from the

very early July to September in peninsular India-and from
February in Kerala.
to middle of Sentember While the ook says that its

This is a very different breeding season from that
recorded and if you are sure of the identity of the bird
and can add a few more details regarding the numbers etc.,
it might make an interesting note.

2:



4

HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY--400 003.

2.

Telephone : 321724 13th A 1983.Res.: 533006

As regards the other lists, I am afraid that it would
be necessary to compare them with all the publishedliterature to see if there is anvthing worth publishing.
Some of them certainly would add to what is included in
Salim Ali's "Birds of Hyderabad" but the area covered is so
large that it does not appear to be worth all this treuble.
I would however sugsest thet you make a list of all the
migrants which visit South-West India and then try end find
out how many cf them pass through Hyderabed. It is senerrlly
accepted that they travel down either the Sastern or Western
Ghats but it is quite possible that some of them only look
for suitable habitats and may then travel over the plains.

Yes, I was at Bharstpur for the Crane Workshop but it
was really so cold that one was not inclined to go out earlyin the mornings or late in the evenings and the rest of the
time was spent at the conference!' I really did not see
anythines of rtiecular interest and did not enunt the total
number seen, // the reproduction from the Hindu
refers to +7 Heron as a highly misrstory bird. 5o fer as I
know this is resident in most parts of the world and
migration, if any, would be very local. They mey possibly
roost in one plsce and nest in another.

wek

With all sood wishes.

Youirs S 1 ncerely,
ya),

Mr. A. Pittie,
{h=7370 Besum Bazar,
Hyderabed-500 012.
(A.P.).
Or (ald) tebe, fave
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fear Abdulaii cheb,
Thank you for the kind letter in which you have pointed vie plus

the letter to cur editorial comaitice and we weul.l lise te print
pertinent carts of it in the issuc. i write te ack

off you for

Comins vo the early nesting perial af Mayas « thoir

My. Abd dali

and minus poinwus of our little newsievter ~ UAYente TI have ssown

of birds seen (vhough i de huve vi the er ef nests in conatruce
tion end aireasy om Stu sarca. Jowever i de have this

fer the Jeurnead, vey § bewe tre of it to you for
ecrrectiona 2

An here wes the ces.
had seen & with iw. Taner and Maj. Aziz on tue of January, tuis
year on s im the carplex an roxe 53813 Bio. Tro the city.
vhich ic asont 12 Kme from the city. This tim there vere

of them! 'cteally this reservoir nas uric up to a great
extent due to tae meagre rains of last year. The result ia that

che -, are They vere Inut
seen trere on the end of Maye Bhat en be bhe reosen for

Anather raeorl for isis arco is the srecenes Srey

flock of 15 birds! have been seeinpy this bird for three years
now, This 1 think is an ertention ef the ranse of this as
given in the Before I finish, you te reply
to my guery in pera. one,

necked huntings in winter, close to the city, andl in at lecst one

With best wishes and regariis.



HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY--400 003.

Res.: 533006 31st May, 1983.
Telephone 321724

My dear Assheesh,

I have your letter of 17th inst. Yes, I have certainly
no objection to your reproducing the pertinent parts of myletter in your Newsletter, but it would avoid a lot of
complications if you were to send me a copy of what you
propose to say which. I would ordinarily send back to you
by return post.

Identical remarks apply to your note on the nesting of
the Streaked Baya.

The Greynecked Bunting is a regular winter visitor to
the Bombay area and has been reported from Aurangabad and
Kaynad in April - also Kandahar in Nandur District (Salim
Ali, JBNHS 36, p. 903). Butler noted it as far south as
Belgaum,

+

not been recorded from each and every district and un1ess
the record actually adds to a checklist which has been
properly compiled or adds appreciably to the accepted range
of the species, it is hardly worth a note, atleast in the
Society's Journal. A series of notes over several areas
indicating whether they are regular or sporadic, if the
date is more or less constant or absent, the birds stay
throughout winter or are passage migrants, what is their
food and amé if associated with any one or two species, can
their movements be linked with the flowering and seeding of
the plants? Such information retained over a few years and
also if it can be associated with the movements of any other
species would be of interest and worth recording.

Many of the migrants as also the resident birds, have3

Your reference to the Flamingo for instance raises such
a point. The bird goes right down to Calimere but if it
stays near small bites in Hyderabad, would it not be
possible for you to aScertain what it feeds on? The pools
can be examined with small nets as are used in fish tanks
'and if there is nothing in the water, it is possible that
they disturb fin the mud which is filtered through their
bill. Ido not know how tame they are and how close you can

e
es e
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HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY--400 003.
Telephone 321724

Res.: 533006 31st May, 1983.

get to them but if it would be possible to localise their
feeding areas, it should not be difficult to find oyt what
they feed on. The material could have been preserved in 10%
formalin or spirit. Perhaps, there is some university
zoological department available nearby where assistance
would be available for the identification of material which

on animal material and the latter on vegetation. Both mst
occur in fairly large quantities to permit sustenance of
these large birds. The opportunity would be excellent if

u net. You no doubt know that both the Large and the Lesser
lamingos have different kind of bill, the former feeds

both the species are feeding side by side.
I hope to hear from you again from time to time,

All the best.

Yours sincene
Mr. A. Pittie,
1h-7-370 Begum Bazar,
}Hyderabad-500 012.
(A.P.) ®



Mr Humayun Abdulali
75 Abdul felmen Street
Bombay -400003. Sth June 1983.

Bear Sahab,

I have some good news for you. Todey, Maj Aziz, tir Taher and
a couple of friends had gone for birdwatching on a stretch of the
Musi River. Actually we had gone in search of the Bleckthroated
Weaver Bird (Pleceus benjhelensis) = flocks of which, we were told
by a bird dealer here, occurred in that area. 4nd sure enough,
there they were. {uite unnietalable. The meles and the females
were in full breeding plumayze, no signe of breeding activity
were seen. Thev moved around in small flocks, which if adied up,
would make a conservative total of 400-450 birds! Reth the other
bayas, Ploceus end P. manyer were also seea. The
former has commenced breeding activity, theuvh the seems
hesitant te be: ine I say this, becvuse we sew a couple of nests
wiibkh Toote i Vite the ones tiie eles unt ¥ ich were or
geenct tg be T 28 sure you «ill heer from "er. her
and perhaps from & Aziz too - revarding this 'discovery'. Flease
advise,

i¢serte!

Another interesting pert of this outing was a Common Samllow
(Hirunde rustice ). There was one bird, just one bird which ve
sew under a bridge (which is under construction) - and which kept
flying within its vicinity. wes interesting ~ enart from
the fact thet it has remained here for the sunmer (7) = was a
nest-like peuch atteched to the ansle of a pillar and the roof
of the brid.e. When we adcscended frem the bridce, this bird shot
out from this nests' Jirection - and the dear thin never entered
the nest fie. if it had in the first nlcce flewn frow it}. Tow
ever, it did appreach the nest quite often ~ while were there,
and alse perched em an overhead wire nearby. This bird is in
very ood plumage and the identity cannot be doubted. I will
write you later, when I heve¢ checked out the nest-like pouch
more therourhly.

I am ver, eager to hear your pinion on toth there

Yours sincerely



HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY--400 003.

> Telephone: 321724
Res.: 533006
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HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone 321724

Res.: 533006 12th August, 1983.

Dear Aasheesh,
I have your letter of 7th inst and note that you

are
re

examining possibilities of visiting the Borra Caves wit
Binod C, Choudhury. The volume cf weter will probs ly be
conSiderable in September end you will only be to sat
specimens of bats and swifts if any. The whole et this
time of the year will be one Strer-m which otherwise would he

broken-up into very amc 13 pools all Jone its 7 In any
case, I am quite sure thet you co there with somehedy who

heve ¢ then corsider mating another trip,
sa that the smaller pools enn be netted for Fish
other forms of animsl life. I m fairly sure thet 2

reasonabl7
thoromgh netting will produce more then one

species.

conduct *
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I think I teld you that I have alre: dy made this
to the Zoologicsl Survey of Indie end do not know wen they
will wake up. I will let you knew whet they tell me but it
would be worthwhile acting guickly, for you may hit on

something really interesting for a reletively small effort.

All the best.

Yours Sinctrely

ap?

Mr, A, Pittie,
SOO 012.

a fae
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