Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-314064 Res: 040-315683

8 September, 1996

Mr. Humayun Abdulali
75 Abdul Rehman Street
MUMBAI 400003

Dear Abdulali Sahab,

Greetings ! I hope this letter finds you in good health.

The reason for this note, as you would have noticed, is a photograph of a Blackthroated
Weaver (Male) Ploceus benghalensis, which was taken in Hyderabad, where they are
breeding !

The interesting point is that the colour of feathers in the region of the bird’s cheeks, etc.,
(face) is white instead of the brown described and illustrated in Indian bird-literature. Only
the Fauna (Stuart Baker) mentions that old males have white on the face.

There is a protected area close to Hyderabad, where these birds are at present breeding in
large numbers (at least 3 breeding flocks). Almost all the males observed (99% ?) have

similar facial coloration as visible in the photograph.

I am sending a few more pictures to Dr. Unnithan in the bird room of the BNHS.

Kindly tell us what is to be done about this. Is it an unreported plumage of this bird, or
something more substantial like a sub-species ? Would a specimen be essential to ascertain
these things?

We await your reply with great anxiety.

With best wishes to you and Mrs. Abdulali,

Yours sincerely

encl: one photograph of the blackthroated weaver.

09-09-1996
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Aasheesh Pittie
-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road Neo. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-314064 Res: 040-315683

Ref: Your: Dt. 3-12-1996.

7 December, 1996

Mr. Humayun Abdulali

3, New Reshma Apartment
13, Pali Hill

Bandra (W)

MUMBAI 400050

Dear Abdulali Sahab,

Sub : Ploceus benghalensis

Thank you for your above referred letter and the advice therein. I think I will take it and wait for
some more time before publishing anything on the ‘white-cheeked’ birds.

Further to the above, a couple of days ago I came across a good description of the bird in Stray
Feathers Vol. 11 pages 270-272. Perhaps you would like to go through it. I’'m glad that you are
contemplating including the specimens we sent from here, in the Catalogue.

For your information, the Newsletter for Birdwatchers continues to be produced bimonthly from
Bangalore. It is now printed by off-set and has a fairly large readership !

With best wishes to you and Mrs. Abdulali !

7 December, 1996




