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Noble intentions
The UN must ensure that the Taliban uphold

human rights and give up terror tactics
s India ended its month long presidency of the
UN Security Council this week the Government
claimed a victory of sorts for chairing a session

that resulted in the adoption ofUNSC Resolution 2593
condemning terrorism and urging the Taliban to ensure
human rights n Afghanistan The Government has said
that the resolution sponsored by the US the UK

and France addressed key Indian concerns calling
for the Taliban to ensure safe evacuations of Afghans
wishing to leave and not allowing Afghan soil to be used
for terrorist activity The passage of the resolution was
timely practically comnciding with the exit of the last
US troops from Kabul and the Taliban s declaration of
complete victory It also followed on three discussions
held under India s chairmanship that have set out the
expectations from the new regime in Afghanistan the
importance of upholding rights to push for an inclu
sive negotiated political settlement for government
and condemning all acts of terror mcluding the recent
attack on Kabul airport preventing any future attacks
and combating of the presence of UN designated enti
ties However the resolution did not contain any conse
quential language that would give the UNSC s stated
tentions any real teeth and appears to accept the
Taliban regime as the default force in Afghanistan
While it 1s very early to consider more punitive ac

tion against the Taliban for violatmg their commit
ments by using the UN Charters Chapter 7 mandate
that empowers the UNSC to maintain peace it 1s disap
pointing that the India chaired resolution does not con
tain language that would hold the new regime more ac
countable The watered down language was probably
on account of severe opposition from Russia and China
who later decided to abstain This divide in the P 5 na
tions will only prove to be counterproductive if the
UNSC wants to remain seized of the situation as the
resolution affirms It is hoped that the UN system ack
nowledges the powerful leverage it has in Afghanistan s
future and actualises all mechamsms 1n its mandate to
monitor the progress of government formation A ma
Jor tool 1s the India chaired 1988 (Taliban) Sanctions
Committee due to meet soon which needs to ensure
that no designated leader of the Taliban and their asso
Clates are given recourse to funds arms or travel per
mission unless they show a commitment to internation
al principles The renewal on September 17 of the UN
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan s mandate 1s another
lever As a concerned neighbour of Afghanistan one
that could be, drastically affected by an uptick in terro
rism there and a believer in the UN led multilateral or
der India still has a role in Afghan s future While it has
decided to embark on talks with the Taliban in Doha it
must continue to play that role on the world stage

Breakthrough challenge
Vaccine makers should move to making

vaccines for the Delta variants
ith over 66 crore vaccines administered since
the vaccination drive commenced 1n January
India has now inoculated at least half its adult

population with at least one dose and 16% with two
There 1s a small discermble rise in the number of new
infections Kerala which contributes the bulk of infec
tions also has among the highest proportions of the
population who are double vaccinated This apparent
paradox urderlies concerns about the rise in break
through infections or confirmed infections in those
who took the second dose at least two weeks earlier A
recent study by CSIR scientists found that nearly a quar
ter of 600 fully vaccinated care workers were reinfect
ed Earlier studies from the CMC Vellore and PGIMER
Chandigarh too have reported between 1% 10% of fully
vaccinated health care workers as having been infect
ed However less than 5% of them have required hosp1
talisation and no deaths have been confirmed indicat
ing the effectiveness of vaccines in preventing severe
sickness and death Internationally too the trend 1s

clear Israel and the U S in spite ofhigh vaccination cov
erage continue to report new cases though here too
the infection rate 1s much higher in the unvaccinated
The prime suspects mternationally as well as in India
are the Delta variants and related sub lineages that are
believed to form the bulk ofcoronavirus infections The
Indian SARS CoV 2 Genomics Consortum (INSACOG)
that tracks mutations coronavirus strains has said
that the breakthrough infections reported so far are
within expected numbers That 1s vaccines in large
controlled clinical trials had demonstrated 70% 90% ef
ficacy but lost considerable ability to reduce sympto
matic infections when confronted with the Delta var
lants and so a certain fraction of those fully vaccinated
would continue to be vulnerable
While it 1s a fact of evolution that viruses would mu

tate to be able to avoid antibodies and vaccines there
fore would have to keep beg upgraded it seems that
the moment appears to have come too soon A country
like India 1n spite ofbeing a major vaccine producer in
the pre pandemic era has only now managed to get
production hnes to deliver one crore vaccines a day
While other vaccines are in the pipeline all of them are
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A hydro onslaught the Himalayas cannot take
There 1s rock solid scientific evidence to demand the cancellation ofmany upcoming and approved hydel projects

MALLIKA BHANOT &
C P RAJENDRAN

a mistake 1s understood and
suffered one tends to learn

from it and not repeat it Unfortu
nately this does not hold true in
the case of the policymakers who
are bent upon permitting projects
and large scale infrastructure in
the already fragile and vulnerable
Ganga Himalayan basin Recur
rent disasters in the last decade in
the State of Uttarakhand have
been studied and analysed And in
every disaster the increasing an
thropogenic pressure in this area
has been found to be a direct or an
indirect contributor The most re
cent example 1s the Rishi Ganga
valley disaster in February this
year which claimed over 200 lives
as the river turned into a flood car
rying a heavy load of silt and de
bris and demolishing hydropower
projects along its course While
science and logic tell us to press on
with conservation and protection
in these sensitive areas our Go
vernment has decided to go the
dangerous and opposite direction

normal circumstances when

The background
The affidavit filed recently by the
Ministry of Environment Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC in
an ongoing matter in the Supreme
Court of India has recommended
the construction of seven partially
constructed hydroelectric pro
Jects in the Uttarakhand Himalaya
This essentially goes against the
core mandate of the Ministry
which 1s to conserve the country s
natural environment and one of
the prominent electoral promises
of the Government the reyuvena
tion of one of the country s major
rivers the Ganga After the Kedar
nath tragedy of 2013 in suo motu
cognisance by the Supreme Court
an expert body (EB I) was consti
tuted to investigate whether the
mushrooming of hydro power
projects in the State of Uttarak

d was hnked to thr disaster In
its findings EB I said there was a
direct and indirect impact of

these dams aggravating the dis-
aster Paving the way for the pr
jects the Ministry formed commr
tee after committee until it
approval for these projects wi
some design changes
This affidavit dated August 1

reveals that the Government is
clined towards construction of 2
other projects as in the reco
mendation of the expert body (EB
II BP Das committee) The co
clusions of the first expert body
(EB I) chaired by Ravi Choprd
that had flagged the incalculable
environmental risks of such strug
tures have been conveniently sidg
hned and overwritten by EB1I
whose mandate has been to pay
the way for all projects throug
some des gn change modificg
tions Politicians in cahoots wig
private developers are bent updo

going ahead with such projects f@
short termmonetary gains desp3
the dire warnings of climate
change threats and environment
challenges It must be noted that
the latest report of the Intergg
vernmental Panel on
Change has special significance
the context of fragile mountainod
ecological regimes

Dangerous reversal
The aforementioned affidavit sug
mitted by the MoEFCC conceds
the Ministry s own observatiogs
and admissions given in its ear iffr

meeting and decision taken by t e
Prime Minister s Office (PMO)
February 2 2019 in this regarg
The minutes of this meeting male
the policy decision of there be1
no new hydropower projects
the Ganga alongwith the cance
tion of those that have not reachftd
at 50% of its construction Thig
itself 1s a bizarre demarcation
cause on one hand there 1s an f
ceptance of the devastative imp
of the dams (and the decision
to have more) while on the oth€r
there is a push to still pursue thém
on an unfounded logic of mortey
having been spent on them
Shouldwe continuewith amistake
made or make amends?

The sustainability of the dams
in the long term 1s highly question
able as hydropower solely relies
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on the excess availability ofwater
Climate change models are clear
about the cascading impacts of
global warming trends on the gla
ciers of the Himalaya the main
source ofwater in the region that
Sustains the drainage network
within the mountain chain Tem
peratures across the region are
projected to rise by about 1 C to
2 Con average by 2050 Retreating
glaciers and the alternating phases
of floods and drought will impact
the seasonal flows of rivers

The most crucial aspect 1s the
existence of sediment hotspot pa
raglacial zones which at the time
of a cloud burst contribute huge
amounts of debris and silt in the
river thereby increasing the river
volume and the devastation down
stream The flash floods in these
Himalayan valleys do not carry
water alone they also carry amas
sive quantity of debris This was
pointed out by EB II alongside its
recommendation not build any
projects beyond 2 000 metres or
north of theMCT or the Main Cen
tral Thrust (it 1s a major geological
fault) The existing fully commis
sioned dams in the region are al
ready indicative of the fact that
these high capital intensive ven
tures have negatively impacted lo
cal communities and their livel:
hoods It 1s high time the MoEFCC
formulated a written position on
climate change adaptation with
respect to the hydropower sector
after a thorough public discourse

Risk laden artifacts
Amelie Huber a political ecologist
who has conducted extensive re
search on the hydropower deve
lopment in northeast India says
that the dams 11 the mountainous
regions that are exposed to earth
quakes floods extreme rainfall
avalanches and landslides are
riskladen artifacts (https //
bit ly/3t8u6EE) The dominantly

cliched discourses on hydropower
as a renewable source of green
energy promoted by the dam lob
by deliberately ignore the conten
tious externalities such as social
displacement ecological impacts
environmental and technological
risks

Factor of climate change
These discourses assume great sig
nificance in the Himalayan ter
rains as these projects exacerbate
ecological vulnerability in a re
gion that 1s already in a precarious
state The intense anthropogenic
activities associated with the pro
liferation of the hydroelectric pro
Jects in these precarious regions
accelerate the intensity of flash
floods avalanches and landslides
The additional element of climate
change makes these scenarios
much worse About 15% of the
great earthquakes (ofmagnitudes
greater than 8) of the 20th century
took place in the Himalaya and
many of Its segments are likely to
see a period of intense earthquake
activity m the future as studies
show The 2015 Nepal earthquake
1s a Case In point Several dams
were damaged in that event des
troying a third of Nepals
hydropower

The recent events such as the
Rishi Ganga tragedy and the disas
ters of 2012 (flashfloods) 2013 are
examples of how hydroelectric
projects which come in the way of
high velocity flows aggravate a dis
aster and should be treated as a
warning against such projects in
the disaster prone Uttarakhand
river valleys The proliferation of
dams 1s not restricted to Uttarak
hand By 2007 Sikkim had en
tered a contract with private pu
blic sector players for
development of 51000 MW and
Arunachal Pradesh signed memo
randa of understanding in 2010
for 40000 MW As Ms Huber
points out these agreements
thrived on speculative invest
ments and political brokering
Private companies often partner
with public companies have
nimal accountability or expe
rience in the courier and logistics
real estate steel fabrication and
tourism sectors

She cites the example of the 510
MW Teesta V hydropower plant in
central Sikkim commissioned in
2008 The local communities have

been complaining about the sink
ing ofmountain slopes drying up
of sprmgs development of fis
sures and icreased incidents of
landslides The construction and
maintenance of an extensivé net
work of underground tunnels car
rying water to the powerhouses
contribute to the failure ofmoun
tain slopes

Several people in the Tapovan
Vishnugad hydroelectric project
were washed away earlier this
year while scores were buried in
the debris of the 2013 floods aggra
vated by the Phata Byung and Sin
goli Bhatwar1 hydroelectric pro
Jects of the Kedarnath valley Many
lives and livelihoods were lost in
the Ukhimath flash floods of 2012
where the Kali Ganga and Madma
heshwar dams are located The
dangers of an impending earth
quake or flash flood loom large ov
er the highly vulnerable Chamohi
region where Vihsnugad Pippalko

based We are already aware of
themassive impact of the Tehri hy
droelectric project if an unfortu
nate catastrophe strikes this gigan
tic structure

The rivermust flow free
These are the projects that have
been approved by the Govern
ment with no science backing
them but with several scientific
truths demanding their cancella
tion A preposterous amount of
money 1s being wasted in the con
struction ofthese dams thatwill al
ways function much below their
efficiency cause the loss ofwater
and forests and render the area
fragile By the time they are con
structed the cost of electricity
generated will also be phenome
nally high and would have no
buyers Considering the environ
mental and cultural significance of
these areas it 1s imperative that
the Government refrains from the

economically challenged rapa
cious construction of hydroelec
tric projects and declares the up
per reaches of all the headstreams
of the Ganga as eco sensitive
zones It must allow the river to
flow unfettered and free

Mall ka Bhanot ts a memberofGanga
Ahvaan ac tizen forum working towards
conservat on of the Ganga and the
Hmalayas € P Rajendran ts an adjunct
professor at theNat onal Institute of
Advanced Stud es Bengaluru

There has to be pace for Bharati, and Bama too
The Delhi University undergraduate view case 1s a setback for ploneering academic freedom and thought

APOORVANAND

he decision of the authorities
the University of Delhi to

remove the texts by Dalit
writers Bama Faustina Soosaira]
Sulartharani and Mahasweta Devi
from the undergraduate courses
of English literature should worry
the academic community for the
reasons given and the manner in
which it was done

Consultative syllabus drafting
These writings were part of diffe
rent papers of the undergraduate
programme The syllabus was
drafted through a long process of
consultation with the teachers of
the undergraduate programme
and approved unanimously There
was no dissent note even from any
of the faculty members The esta
blished norm requires the courses
to be endorsed by the academic
council which comprises teachers
from all disciplines and 1s the apex
body of the university for academ
icmatters Usually the council res
pects the academic decision of the
department concerned But the
University of Delhi has created
another layer of an oversight com
mittee to look at the syllabus
cleared by the department before

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters ema led to lett

putting it up for disc\ssion by th
academic council Itkc O
nominees of the auth
need not say that this 1s an
cessary arrangement as the
another standing committee o
academic council to look at
objections to the courses

It 1s this committee which
nored and overruled the collectr
academic wisdom of the depar
ment of Enghsh and arbitrarily re
moved these texts And the mem
bers of the academic council
ignoring the protests from the
colleagues from the English de
partment seconded the decision
of the oversight committee They
know well that thesewritings must
have been chosen after a long de
bate and discussion among the fa
culty members teaching these
courses There are certain depart
mentswhich take this task serious
ly and there are some which do
not bother about the rigour of the
process The department of En
glish cannot be faulted for a lack of
rigour at least
This insensitivity of the aca

demic council towards the intel
lectual labour put in by their col
leagues of the English department
is a sign of lack ofcollegiality in the
apex body It is disturbing that a
majority of the members of this
body most of them nominees of
the Vice Chancellor and ex officio
members choose to follow the
wishes of the authority This is not
their role They abdicate their res
ponsibility by not engaging with
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a€ademic arguments and simply
the line of the authorities

The FYUP rollback case
One must also note that this very
a ademic council also took a mo
mentous decision of introducing
the four year undergraduate pro
sfamme (FYUP) without any dis
cussion The casual approach of
tie academic council in a matter
sich as this explains why it did not
cre about this small issue of

ee texts We had witnessed the
ane pusillanimity when the aca
enic council had approved the
YP 1n 2012 and then withdrew it
2014 at the instance of the Go
mment The academic council
«wed no embarrassment in roll

W back what it had termed as a
sbric and revolutionary step on

lytvo years earlier I remember
1g the then head ofmy depart

mt the reason why he had voted
FYUP and he nonchalantly told
that it was for the people

apve to think and not his
Cfcern

e as teachers do need to in
pect about this internal moral

Back to school
There are parents of
well to do schoolchildren in

multiplexes social
gatherings and other public
places? Even in normal

to follow COVI 19

protocols It 1s

weakness for which only we are
responsible We make those bo
dies be it departmental commit
tees or faculty bodies or the aca
demic council It 1s we who fail the
students and the university by not
performing our role as members
of these crucial committees We
forego our freedom of thought for
the comfort of being on the right things in terms of caste but he 1s
side

Patronising approach
Dismissing the criticism of the cen
soring of the syllabus the Universi
tysaid The university subscribes
to the idea that the literary content
forming part of the text in a lan
guage course of study should con
tain materials which do not hurt
the sentiments of any individual
and is iclusive in nature to por
tray a true picture of our society
both past and present Such an in
clusive approach is important for
the young minds who imbibe the
teaching learnmg emanating from
the syllabus in letter and spirit
Therefore the content of the sylla
bus depicts the idea of inclusive
hess diversity and harmony

The patronising approach to
wards young minds aside need
one repeat that the role of the de
partment of literatures is precisely
this to understand how emotions
and sentiments are formed to exa
mine the claim of a sentiment to
be universal the question of
whether the subalterns can
speak not only for themselves
but for others too and why the

question of representation and
voice 1s Important? It 1s not
enough to have space for the em
pathic and nationalist voice of
Subramania Bharati It 1s equally gs j
important to have the space for A,
the assertive voices of Bama and
Sukirtharam The chairman of the
committee 1s free not to look at fF"
not at liberty to erase the reality of
castes The removal of Draupadi
and the refusal to have any text by
Mahasweta Devi reveals the polit:
cal bias of the committee The sto
ry depicts the resistance of an Adi
vas! woman despite her being
ravaged by the secur ty forces
who confronts the nation with
the nudity of body Obviously it
leaves the claim of the nation
shamefaced

It 1s dismaying
The department of English of Del
hi University was one of the first to
diversify and Indianise its syllabus
by opening up to the writings from
languages In this process it disco
vered many Indias the silenced
ones those who are laying claim
over this India and exposed its
students to them It is sad that the
process 1s now being reversed and
that too by those who have no aca
demic authority to do so Even
more dismaying 1s the fact that the
larger academic community of the
university watches this silently
while this butchering takes place

Apoorvanand ts a teacher andwriter

not having schooling sa As aremedy the d rection of

particular who have been times schools should have the journalists who ndulge
companies claim that the strength of m RNA and DNA of schools by claiming that as clean drinking water may prove worse than the discard ethical princ ples
tweak them to accommodate new variants there are no standard COVID 19 transport arrangements journal sm It could end up news houses should not

specifying a timeline for vaccines that are tuned to the children would be at risk parents also need to be allowed to run following Party to pack the council advert sements very often
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Protecting India's natural laboratories
Preserving geological heritage 1s as important as safeguarding biodiversity and cultural heritage

C P RAJENDRAN

Like social diversity ndia s geodiver
sity or variety of the geological and
physical elements ¢f nature 1s un
ique India has tall mountains deep
valleys sculpted lindforms long
winding coasthnes hot muneral
springs active vol anoes diverse

sites It is long known as the world s
natural laboratory for geo scientific
learning

Lack ofgeological literacy
Broken loose from i supercontinent
150 million years ago the Indian
landmass with all it, strange looking
plants and animal drifted north
wards all by itself for 100 million
years until 1t settledunder the south
ern margin of the Aslan continent It

got entwined with the worlds youn
gest plate boundary The geological
features and landscapes that evolved
over billions ofyear through numer
ous cycles of tectcnic and climate
upheavals are recorded in Indias
rock formations and terrains and are
part ofthe country $ heritage For ex
ample the Kutch region in Gujarat
has dinosaur fossil* and is our ver
sion of a Jurassic Perk The Tiruchi
rappalli region of Tamil Nadu orig)
nally a Mesozoic Ocean 1s a store
house of Cretaceous (60 million
years ago) marine fossils To know
how physical geography gets trans
formed into a cultural entity we
need to study the environmental his
tory of the Indus River Valley one of
the cradles of human civilisation In
dia offers plenty of such examples

Geo heritage sites are educational
spaces where people find themselves
acquiring badly needed geological
literacy especially at a time when In
dia s collective regard for this legacy
1s abysmal Indian classrooms view
disciplines like environmental
science and geology with disdain
compared to how they view other
pure subjects like physics biology
and chemistry This lack of interest
in the government and our academic
circles towards geological literacy ts+ unfortunate at a timewhen we face a

Anaer al v ew of the Zhangye Nat onal Geopark nthe eastern foothills of the
QLan mounta ns n Gansu Prov nce of Chna

crisis ike global warming As the cli
mate of the future is uncertain deci
sion making 1s difficult Learning
from the geological past like the
warmer intervals during theMiocene
Epoch (23 to 5 million years ago)
whose climate can be reconstructed
using proxies and simulations may
serve as an analogue for future cli
mate The awareness accrued
through educational activities in geo
heritage parkswillmake it easy for us
tomemorialise past events of climate
change and appreciate the adaptive
measures to be followed for survival

The mmportance of the shared geo
logical heritage of our planet was
first recognised in 1991 at an UNES
CO sponsored event First Interna
tional Symposium on the Conserva
tion of our Geological Heritage The
delegates assembled m Digne
France and endorsed the concept of
a shared legacy Man and the Earth
share a common heritage of which
we and our governments are but the
custodians This declaration fore
saw the establishment of geo parks
as sites that commemorate unique
geological features and landscapes
within their assigned territories and
as spaces that educate the public on
geological importance These sites
thus promote geo tourism that gen
erates revenue and employment

In the late 1990s what may be
considered as a continuation of the
Digne resolution UNESCO facilitated
efforts to create a formal programme
promoting a global network of geo
heritage sites These were tended
to complement the World Heritage
Convention and the UNESCO Man

Tackling the climate crisis
The pressure to speed upmitigation and
adaptation Is at an all time high
BHAWNA ANAND

The recently published Intergovern
mental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) »1xth Assessment Report from
Working Group I makes a clarion calla

for clurate action According to the
report the past decade (2011 2020)
was warmer by 1 09 C than the pe
riod from 1850 to 1900 and the15 C
global warming threshold 1s likely to
be breached soon The IPCC report
warns India against more intense
heat waes heavy monsoons and
rise in weather extremes the fu
ture The Global Climate Risk Index
(2021) rarked India the seventh most
affected country by weather ex
tremes R sponses to climate change
vary fromplace to place as there are
differencs in production systems
agro climtic and socio economic
condition across the country

Adopt adiptation strategies
The pressire to speed up mitigation
and adaption Is at an all time high
India 1s dongwell in achieving its m1

tigation conmitments of reducing
emission inensity and enhancing re
newable caacity India 1s targeting
450 gigawats of renewable energy
capacity by 030 and it has launched
mega solar nd green hydrogen mis
sions The 'hoonya programme by
NITI Aayog vhich aims to accelerate
adoption of lectric vehicles 1s yet
another effot towards adoption of
clean technodgies
With esclating climatic risks

there 1s an urency to adopt adapta
tion strategie India has some dedi
cated initiativs towards adaptation
such as the Nttonal Action Plan on
Climate Chare and the National
Adaptation Fud However a break
through on adptation and resilience
actions is neded to save hard
earned develomental gains and ad
just to new climate conditions Adap
tation planningieeds to go beyond a
business as usul approach A deve
lopment centriapproach that aligns
climate change ood security and h
velihood perspetives and takes into
consideration relonal specificities is
crucial for redumg poverty and dis
tress migrationsMoreover adapta
tion planning reaures governance at
different levels teunderstand plan
coordinate integate and act to 1e

duce vulnerability and exposure
To strengthen adaptation and resi

hence India can do the following
First it can be more prepared for ch
mate change with high quality mete
orological data With improved early
warning systems and forecasting we
can tackle the crisis better Premier
research institutes can be roped in to
develop regional chmate projections
for robust risk assessments

Second for sustainable produc
tion systems it is necessary to deve
lop well functioning markets for en
vironmentally friendly products and
disseminate them for the desired be
havioural change

Third it 1s important to encourage
private sector participation for m
vestment in adaptation technologies
and for designing and implementing
mnovative climate services and solu
tions in areas such as agriculture
health infrastructure insurance and
riskmanagement

Fourth we need to protect man
groves and forests to address climate
related msks by blending traditional
knowledge with scientific evidence
and encourage local and non state
actors to actively participate Fifth
major social protection schemes
must be climate proofed We have an
opportunity to create resilient infras
tructural assets diversify the econo
my and enhance the adaptive capaci
ty of rural households Sixth for
contmuous monitoring and evalua
tion effective feedback mechanisms
must be developed for mid course
correction Periodic fine tuning of
State Action Plans on Climate Change
Is crucial to systematically under
stand micro level sensitivities plan
resource allocation and design res
ponses to serve at different levels of
intensities of climate hazards

Proactive and timely need based
adaptation is important Without it
there will be a huge fiscal burden in
the future A more collaborative ap
proach towards climate change adap
tation is crucial Next generation re
forms will promote new business and
climate service opportunities across
several sectors and thus create a sus
tainable economy

Bhawna Anand ts Research Officerwith the

DevelopmentMon toring and Evaluat on
Office NITIAayog V ews arepersonal

i p

STOCK PHOTO

and the Biosphere programme UN
ESCO provided guidelines for deve
loping national geo parks so that
they become part of the Global Geo
parks Network Today there ate 169
Global Geoparks across 44 countries

Countries like Vietnam and Thai
land have also implemented laws to
conserve their geological and natural
heritage Unfortunately India does
not have any such legislation and pol
icy for conservation Though the Ge
ological Survey of India (GSI) has
identified 32 sites as National Geolog
1cal Monuments there is not a single
geo park in Indiawhich is recognised
by the UNESCO This 1s despite the
fact that India 1s a signatory to the es
tablishment ofUNESCO Global Geo
parks The GSI had submitted a draft
legislation for geo heritage conserva
tion to the Ministry ofMines in 2014
but it did notmake any impact

The development juggernaut
Despite international progress in this
field the concept of geo conserva
tion has not found much traction mn

India Many fossil bearing sites have
been destroyed in the name of deve
lopment This indifference strange
as It may seem given the current dis
pensation s penchant for crying itself
hoarse about Indias heritage 1s go
ing to take a toll on our heritage The
development juggernaut will soon
overwhelm almost all our sites of
geo heritage For example the high
concentration of iridium in the geo
logical section at Anjar Kutch dis
trict provides evidence for amassive Bengaluru and author theforthcom ng
meteoritic impact that caused the ex
tinction of dinosaurs about 65 mil
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To nnoculate all adults-by 2021 713
m ll on doses need to be adm n stered on

average daily start ng October 77

@ DAILY AVERAGE The seven day roll ng average of da ly
doses cont nued to decrease after peak ng on September

lion years ago This site was des
troyed due to the laying of a new rail
track the area Similarly a national
geological monument exhibiting a

unique rock called Nepheline Syenite
m Ajmer district of Rajasthan was
destroyed m a road widening pro
ject The Lonar impact crater in
Buldhana district of Maharashtra 1s

an important geo heritage site of in
ternational significance It is under
threat of destruction although con
servationwork 1snow in progress un
der the High Court s supervision

We are inching towards the disap
pearance of most of our geological
heritage sites Thanks to unplanned
and booming real estate business
many such features have been des
troyed Unregulated stonemiming ac
tivities have also contributed to this
destruction This situation calls for
immediate implementation of sus
tainable conservationmeasures such
as those formulated for protecting
biodiversity Natural assets once
destroyed can never be recreated
And if they are uprooted they lose
much of their scientific value

Geo conservation legislation
The protection of geo heritage sites
requires legislation The Biological
Diversity Act was implemented in
2002 and now there are 18 notified
biosphere reserves in India Geo
conservation should be amajor guid
ing factor in land use planning A
progressive legal framework 1s need
ed to support such strategies In
2009 there was a half hearted at

tempt to constitute a National Com
mission for Heritage Sites through a
bill introduced in the Rayya Sabha
Though it was eventually referred to
the Standing Committee for some
unstated reasons the government
backtracked and the bill was with
drawn In 2019 a group of geologists
under the auspices of the Society of
Earth Scientists petitioned the Prime
Minister and the Ministries con
cerned about the need for a national
conservation policy under the direct
supervision of a national body com
mutted to the protection of geo herit
age sites But the governments
apathy continues

C P Rajendran is an adjunctprofessorat the
National Inst tuteofAdvinced Stud es

book Earthquakes ofthe Ind an
Subcontinent'
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The audacity of regional films
Regional cmema represents India in a muchmore holistic
and meaningfulmanner than Bollywood

NEHAL AHMED & FAIZA NASIR

For long Indian cinema has been synony
mous with Bollywood However the pan
demic induced growth of over the top (OTT)
platforms has opened up new vistas for au
diences to watch and appreciate films from
other parts of the country Bollywood
which 1s largely influenced by the ebbs and
flows of the box office has often failed to
capture the social complexities of Indian so
ciety It 1s still quite distant from the expe
riences and sensibilities of the masses It
generally follows an escapist approach
where storytelling becomes a commodity
On the other hand Malayalam Assamese
Bengali Marathi and Tamil cinema to name
a few frequently depict gender religious
caste and class disparities
This 1s not to say that fantasy which pro

vides a break from the dreariness of our dai
ly lives 1s not an important aspect ofcinema
But it is the safe distancing of Hindi cmema
from hard hitting issues such as the atroci
ties committed against Dalits and Muslims
religious majoritarianism sexual inclusivity
and class barriers that are a major concern

Pushing boundaries
The cmematic treatment of Bollywood has
been formulaic Films either derive inspira
tion from the West or are compelled by the
process of globalisation Over the past few
years Bollywood has churned out many
hyper nationalist films films that misrepre
sent minority communities and films that
assert a certain culture thus furthering the
majoritarian nation building project

On the other hand regional cinema 1s

constantly pushing boundaries with experi
mental takes on social and political issues In
recent years Tamil cinema has revolution
ised the art with larger social observations
Filmmakers like Mari Selvaraj Pa Ranjit and
Vetrimaaran have produced films that ex
plore the issues of the common man They
represent the voice of the subaltern without
being apologetic unlike their counterparts 1n

Bollywood Mari Selvaraj and Pa Ranjit are
known formaking films centred around Dalit
lives In the 1970s and 80s there was a wave
ofparallel cmema in Bollywood which spoke
of the victimisation of Dalits However in
contemporary Tamil cinema Dalits are not
victims they are assertive protagonists who
actively fight back against upper caste asser
tion Through his films Kabali and Kaala and

Vaccination rate declines
The average rate of da ly COV D 19 vacc nat ons n nda decreased n the first 10 days
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doses adm nstered decreased n several major States such as U UP Maharashtra and
MP On the other hand t ncreased n Tam L Nadu and B har By The H ndu Data Team

@ PACE DROPS From
October 1 to 10 only

62mllon doses
were adm n stered on

average da ly
Phase 4 pace (May 1 May 10)
Phase 4 pace (May 11 May 20) 19
Phase 4 pace (May 21 May 30) 21
Phase 4 pace (June 1 June 10) 3

Phase 4 pace (June 11 June 20)
Phase 5 pace (June 21 June 30) 56
Phase 5 pace (July1 July 10) 4
Phase 5 pace (July 11 July 20)
Phase 5 pace (July 21 July 31) 5

Phase 5 pace (Aug 1Aug 10) 11182 j
Phase 5 pace (Aug 11 Aug 20) 57
Phase 5 pace (Aug 21Aug 31)

11399
14192

Phase 5 pace (Sep 1 Sep 10) 15894

Phase 5 pace (Sep 21 Sep 30) 72 1556,
Phase 5 pace (Oct 1 Oct 10) 2

o17249

14666, . 017

23 tstood at 63mllon on October 10

Seven day average of
da ly doses
(M million)

SEPT 1 2021 <t- > OCT 10 2021
Chhatt sgarh + eo

@ SHARE OF POPULATION [T Il October 10 28 5% of the
country s adult populat on was fully vacc nated wh le 72% had
rece ved at least one dose nsx States fewer than 25% of
adults were fully vacc nated

The map shows the ¥Y of &
adults vacc nated w th at
least one dose

WHO GOT ONE DOSE
60 80%

? of adults vacc nated
w th both doses

DNH

Targetpace (Oct 77 Dec 31)

UP
West Bengal +

Maharashtra
TN

Guyarat 0

B har
AP

Karnataka ~

Rayasthan +

Telangana -

> Od sha 4

Assam 0

MP
J&K

Delh
Jharkhand ~

Punjab + &
Haryana >

Kerala 7

Uttarakhand
H machal
Tr pura

Goa
Man pur

Meghalaya
Arunachal

Chand garh
Nagaland

& DD
Puducherry

M zoram
Skkm

A&N slands
Ladakh

Lakshadweep

1889 4

Oe
@

01 03 05 07 09 P 1

Avg daly doses (in mill on)

e yt

most recently Sarpatta Parambara Pa
Ranjith has brought to us Dalit heroes who
are rare in Indian film history Mari Selvaraj
has established the normalisation of Dalit
characters through Partyerum Perumal and
Karnan These films further the politics of
social justice in subtle ways instead ofdepict
ing communities as pitiable beneficiaries of
certain policies and lacking in dignity

Another regional industrywhich has reso
nated with the larger Indian audience 1s the
Malayalam industry Malayalam cinema Is
known to reflect on contemporary concerns
and anxieties Most Malayalam films have
small budgets but their mpact 1s immense
because of their fresh take on common peo
ple centric stories Jeo Baby s The Great In
dian Kitchen for instance can be consi
dered as one of the biggest disruptors of
normative gendered labour and relations
While questioning regressive gendered prac
tices the filmmaker employs a layered and
minimalist approach to drive the message
home On the other hand Bollywood s ap
proach tends to be loud and sensational
with a greater focus on costume set design
light colour and location than the subject at
hand In Dileesh Pothan sMaheshinte Prath
ikaaram even the shppers of the character
played by Fahad Faasil has an important role
to play Regional films are often replete with
metaphors and symbols

d areas andsoil types
globally importan) fossil bearing

Politics ofmajoritarianism
Today when hyper nationalism 1s at its peak
Bollywood often acts as a tool in the hands of
themajoritarian nation building project Ma

ny Hindi films use the archaic trope of cultu
ral assertion and continue to vilify a particu
lar communitywhile downplaying structural
mequalities in society This trend can be wit
nessed the surge in period dramas and
biopics of politicians and sportspersons
where characters are overglorified On the
other hand certain filmmakers in Bengali
and Marathi enema through their political
ly heightened content are challenging polar
isation and the threat to Indias diversity
Aparna Sen in her 2019 film Ghawre Bairey
Aaj highlights the jingoism prevalent in the
political ecosystem Another important mo
vie 15 Nagray Manjule s Sairat which treats
caste as a political issue

Regional cmema haswoven narratives ina
socially conscious manner and has the po
tential to substantially disrupt class and
caste hegemony and majoritarianism It re
presents India in a much more holistic and
meaningfulmanner than Bollywood

NehalAhmed 1s a research scholar ofcinema atJamia
M ll alslam a and Fatza Nas risaa lecturer n Pol t cal
Science+
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Pakwooing ejected foreign newsmen

Rawalpindi October 11 Shocked by its
age abroad and worried about votes against
it at the United Nations Pakistan is wooing
some of the same foreign newsmen It eject
ed summarily from Dacca in March when
the Army routed the Awami League and
seized Sheikh Muyibur Rahman Spokesmen
of the Ministry of Information here for the
first time are promising regular briefings for
foreign reporters However foreigners are
still barred from weekly briefings conducted
by the Ministry of External Affairs Wooing
does not extend to the domestic press Alth
ough prepublication censorship of the local
press has been lifted news agencies and
newspapers operate under a Martial Law
regulation which amounts to virtually the
same thing The regulation forbids publish
ing material which directly or indirectly
prejudices the solidarity of Pakistan criti
cises the Martial Law regime creates alarm
criticises President Yayha Khan creates ill
will among the various groups of people in
Pakistan and insults Islam or Mohamed Ali
Jinnah The Government has also warned
newsmen against speculation on national 1s
sues such as the secret trial of Sheikh Muyib
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Visits of Royal personages10M

One of the grounds on which Nationalists
have based their opposition to the recurring
visits of Royal personages to this country 1s

the political purpose behind them and the
opportunity they afford to the unscrupulous
bureaucracy to artificially raise up their los
ing prestige in the eyes of the masses But
the almost excessive cost and sinful extrava
gance incurred on these occasions out of the
public revenues 1s another and a more ob
vious objection which no Indian with any
knowledge of or feeling for his nation s po
verty and daily suffering can honestly afford
to ignore Royalty may nobly condescend to
climb down to the simple and unceremo
nious level of the ordinary citizen and be
willing to adopt a less costly andmore useful
programme consistent with the spirit of the
age and the needs of the people But there
are some types of mentality untrained in
the democratic spirit and discipline of the
West who still love to indulge in all costly
forms and needless ceremonials of royal
worship and reception utter blindness of
the change coming over the royal outlook it
self born of the consciousness as the unify
ing head of a democratic empire
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Wanted: an Indian Charlesworth
India has a habit ofnominating retired government officials
to international forums but this seems to be changing

The road to a Himalayan blunder
In its current form the Char Dham road project goes ag ust ul] Cnviionmental safeguards

MALLIKA BHANOT
& C P RAJENDRAN

The Char Dham road project inaugu
rated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi 2016 1s an ambitious attempt
to widen nearly 900 kilometres of
hill roads at the cost of 312 000 crore
The project which will be executed
by the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) aims to pro
vide all weather connectivity to the
four major shrines of Yamunotr1
Gangotri Kedarnath and Badrmath
In the enthusiasm for an infrastruc
tural project that will increase pil
grimage tourism from the Indian
plains and provide attendant local
economic dividends the govern
ment has ignored the facts proven by
the many tragic incidents 1n the hills
of Uttarakhand over decades Ram
pant construction and its complex
interaction with climate change has
led to massive landslides and floods
in the fragile Himalayan range

Timeline of the case
The project began as a road connec
tivity project for pilgrim tourists
Now the government argues that it 1s

essential to back up troop and arms
movement towards the India China
border The case 1s in the Supreme
Court The Attorney General argues
thatwide roads are necessary for the
sake of national security the Garh
wal region The petitioners resi
dents ofthe valleys the Garhwal re
gion stress on the need for a

regulated and narrower intermediate
road width with a walking footpath
Let s look at the timeline of the

case In 2018 the road expansion
project was challenged by an NGO
for its potential impact on the Hima
layan ecology The Supreme Court
constituted a a high powered com
mittee (HPC) to examimme the issues
In an order in September 2020 the
Court said that the carriageway
width of the roads cannot exceed 5 5

metres The Court went by March
2018 guidelines issued by theMoRTH
for mountain highways which set a
standard specification of a carriage
way width of 55m with two lane
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structures (7m) In doing so the
Court upheld the minority recom
mendation of the HPC In November
2020 the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
filed an appeal in which quoting the
MoRTH Affidavit it asked for a dou
ble lane road having a carriageway
width of7m (or 7 5m case there is a
raised kerb) with 8 10m formation
width to meet the requirement of
the Army On December 15 the
MoRTH amended its 2018 circular
and raised the 55m width limit to
10m The new circular read For
roads hilly and mountainous ter
rain which act as feeder roads to the
Indo China border or are of strategic
importance for national security the
carriageway width should be 7m
with 1 5m paved shoulder on either
side Why did MoRTH amend the
circularway beyond the requirement
placed by the MoD?

Thesewide roads are being sought
to be built in Uttarakhand which has
been a victim of several disasters in
the last two decades It 1s crucial to
note that the terrain of the Himalayas
in Uttarakhand 1s different from the
terrain in Ladakh Valleys in Uttarak
hand are narrow and close ended
with steep slopes of 60 70 degrees
On the other hand the valleys in La
dakh have a slope elevation of 30 de
grees Just this year we saw how the
floods in the Dhauli Ganga Rishi
Ganga and Alaknanda rivers claimed
over 200 lives During the mon
soons owing to the massive hill cut Supreme (

ting for the Char Dham road project
several landslides have occurred in
the region Such 1s the condition of
the State that the national highways
of the Char Dham project including

ones lealing to the border were
Closed repe ate ty and sometimes for
months this us) season

And 3) the yuestion ts why did
the MoRIH enter such a fragile ter
rain with this massive ambitious
project w thout even doimg a basic
enviro ment pack Bsessment as
Is man dated? Vi as of the inter
mediate wt ith of 55m were
sald to be happeniy even after the

Supreme iwyuumanded the
MoRTH 'Then the Med) was brought
in to th demand for double
lane pave {stron ter toads

When repriman ied the MoRTH
informed the Siyprete Cc urt that the

project had been fakea up under a
diflere atexory winch ws why the
2018 circular was tet being followed
Such a biz atie should be
and way reyec tet bY thany Ho

wever some toed the line of the go
vernment atv 1 aatead to the double
lane paved toad width La
ter it was revealed cat the project
proponcats vier' to install tol}
booths along the Char Dham roads
and that wteaubie wv withthe dou
ble lane paved sho. ate road width
Is it the mie 11 Wate govern nent to
levy atax mc bab DS am yalrty?

Tn its Nowe nba > appeal the
MoD had req a Tm carriage
wav widih wid S formation
width wa VEted by the
MoRTH mys af av? The petition
ers andthe small wichugthe
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valley need The formation width of
this design 1s the same as that pro
posed by the MoD (8 10 m) with the
only difference being a walking foot
path What then is the difficulty?
When the judges raised this ques
tion the government had no answer
Several violations of the MoRTH
came tumbling out and the fact that
the MoD was being used to justify the
new road width became clear

It 1s often argued that landshdes
are a natural consequence ofthe con
struction ofroads and can bemitigat
ed Similar arguments were made in
court about this project too Howev
er the rainfall this year showed that
the mitigation measures are no
match to natures fury Prevention
and regulation of activities seem to
be the only effective way of mitiga
tion in these fragile mountains

Desecrating the Himalayas
Disaster resilient safe and stable in
frastructure 1s the only solution for
commuting by road in the hills But
double lane paved shoulder roads
are excessively wide and render the
slopes vulnerable The unique Hima
layan landscape with steep slopes
and sharp gradients 1s not amenable
to human engineering Any human
induced change beyond the Hima
layas carrying capacity will have an
impact on stream run offs and ero
sional or depositional processes
Considering such vulnerabilities we
need to keep the scale of human in
duced disturbances to the mmmumum
level possible The Char Dham pro
ject its current form goes against
all environmental safeguards

If the government does not desist
from widening the roads under this
project it will be a Himalayan blun
der It will significantly remforce
mass wasting processes and erosion
rates given the steepness of the
slopes earthquake activity and ero
sivity of increased monsoonal pre
cipitation The Himalayas need to be
preserved as a nature reserve for fu
ture generations That 1s why they
are known asthe abode ofGods So
why desecrate them?

Mall ka Bhanot ts a memberofGanga
Ahvaan a citizen forum working towards
conserving the Ganga and theHmalayas
C P Rajendran ts an adjunctprofessor at the
Nat onal Institute ofAdvanced Stud es
Bengaluru and authorofaforthcom ngbook
Earthquakes ofthe Indian Subcontinent'

PRABHASH RANJAN

The recent election of Indias candidate Bi
mal Patel to the United Nation s Internation
al Law Commission (ILC) 1s noteworthy be
cause this 1s the first time that India has
nomimated a professor of international law
to the ILC a body responsible for the codifi
cation and progressive development of inter
national law Mr Patels predecessor Ani
ruddha Rajput was a practitioner Before
Mr Rajputs election for several decades In
dia routinely nommated retired officials
from the Legal and Treaties Division (L&T) of
the Ministry ofExternal Affairs (MEA) ignor
ing the talent that existed m mternational
law academia According to Syed Akba
ruddin Indias former permanent represen
tative to the UN the L&T Division treated the
ILC membership as its preserve Before
Mr Patel the only mstance of an Indian aca
demic elected to the ILC was that ofRadhabi
nod Pal in 1958 an iconic judge

The trend mn India
Indias habit of nominating retired govern
ment officials to international forums 1s not
restricted to the ILC 1t 1s evident in other in
ternational judicial bodies too For mstance
besides the former Supreme Court judge
Dalveer Bhandari who 1s currently on the
bench of the International Court of Justice
three other Indians have been appointed to
the world court Nagendra Singh BN Rau
and RS Pathak Singh and Rau were mem
bers of the Indian Civil Services in British In
dia Pathak the 18th Chief Justice of India
was an unfamiliar name theworld of inter
national law Mr Bhandari 1s an honourable
Judge but his scholarly contributions to the
field of ternational law before joining the
ICJ are largely unknown
Two Indians who have served on the Ap

pellate Body the highest judicial organ ofthe
World Trade Organization Ujal Singh Bha
tia and AV Ganesan were generalist bu
reaucrats Likewise the two Indians who
have been appointed to the International Tn:
bunal for the Law of the Sea PC Rao and
Neeru Chadha served in the L&T Division
The pomt here 1s not the competence of the
candidates mentioned but how internation
al law proficiency outside the government
and judiciary has been ignored India has
produced outstanding international law pro
fessors ike BS Chimni R P Anand and VS
Mani Their bodypf scholarly work in inter

national 1aw is read cited and critiqued all
over the world Yet none of them made it to
any of these international law institutions

This is unlike the practice in other liberal
democracies where leading academicians of
international law are routinely nominated to
these bodies For instance Australian nomi
nee Hilary Charlesworth recently elected to
the ICJ 1s a professor of international law
and 1s globally known for her path breaking
work on feminist approaches to internation
al law She replaces the late JR Crawford
another illustrious Australian professor of in
ternational law Georg Nolte from Germany
who now serves on the IC] andwas previous
ly a member of the ILC 1s a globally re
nowned international law professor Like
wise the UK has routinely nominated
accomplished international law academi
cians such as Hersch Lauterpacht Ian
Brownlie and Dapo Akande to these bodies

No transparency In nominations
Moreover no one knows how the Indian go
vernment selects candidates for nomina
tions to these international law bodies The
lack of transparency in the selection process
gives rise to speculations of favouritism and
nepotism For mstance when Mr Rajput a
young practitioner was nominated to the
ILC it was alleged that India backed his can
didacy due to his ideological proximity to
the ruling establishment Such accusations
not only undermine the candidate s legiti
macy but also generate misgivings about the
fairness of the system

There 1s an urgent need to establish a tran
sparent mechanism in making these nom
Nations such as setting up an independent
search cum selection committee to recom
mend meritorious candidates The commit
tee should mvite applications from qualified
candidates screen them based on their not
iceable expertise and professional reputa
tion m international law and then make re
commendations publicly Capability in
domestic law should not be mistaken as ex
pertise in international law The MFA uld
anchor this process Since India devotes con
siderable diplomatic energy in gett 1g its
candidate elected to these bodies t 15 1 its
national interest to nominate the br gt test
available talent international law r ther
than letting these bodies be used as pr st re
tirement parking slots for bureaucrats ard
Judges The appointment ofMr Patel tc the
ILC heralds a new era in which the govern
ment does not overlook expertise in interr a
tional law outside the corridors of powertec recom eR & ob cen te

road with
Prabhash Ranyan ts a Professor and V ce Dern ddr!
Global Law School OPJ ndal Global Univers ty Views
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Governance all over the place
The hurried demolition of the Telangana secretariat
has affected grievance redressmechanisms

Students tum to private
coaching during pandemic

toon Scudiers enrolled n pr vate tu t ons to
S uM 202 accord ng to the Annual Status

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 24 1971

Three Pak Jets shot down by I A M

M RAJEEV member commitee constituted be otta aiartern, AscR) $55 gn ficantly h gher than the New Delhi Nov 23 Three Pakistani Sahre
fore the old complex was vacated lever rman & 20 Alsovetween 2018 and 2021 students Jets which intruded into Indian territe ry

whatraa? tw eased jardless of ther grade school type
walt some more to get access to the
top levels of administration and re

present their grievances as the con
struction of the new secretariat
building 1s unlikely to be completed

reasons for demolishing the build
ings was that files were frequently
transferred from one building to
another within the complex This
process the committee contended

near Boyra 48 kilometres north east of (al

whose Aan ws Wve eiat velyoor educat on levels tak ng tu t ons
na hes except <erala he proport on of ch ldren opt ng for
prvate Mm eased 1 I2Ecompared to 2018
By The Hind Jace Team

cutta were shot down in an aerial engage
mentwith four Gnats of the Indian Air Fe tee
yesterday afternoon The Minister of State
for Defence Production Mr VC Shukla
made this announcement in Parliament to

and cena «tee was a subs otal r se n the number of ch ldren

rama % of About 76% of students n day amidst thunderous applause an hour af

bureaucrats situated different
areas of Hyderabad people have

complained that they are unable to

represent their grievances to the
authorities concerned for timely re
dress The restrictions being im
posed on entry into the makeshift
secretariat are also complicat

not confidential they said The com
mittee also said fire safety was in
adequate mn the old complex

Affecting governance
The demolition has not only affected
the people but also led to problems

of coordination between diffe
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tinent was further aggravated to day by the
proclamation of emergency in Pakistan fe}
lowing the intensification of the fighting n
East Bengal and the shooting down of three
of the four mtruding Pakistani Sabre jets
The hard pressed military regime in Pakis
tan has obviously resorted to this stratagem
of declaring an emergency to bring the Se

a
p ak pang n 2021 h ghest among all States war situation now prevailing in the sub c¢n
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Reasons for demolition Questions are now being raised

and Telangana respectively for 10 bureaucrat RV Chandravadan says d
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