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AND ALL BECAUSE OF THE FALL OF A TREE
‘Ae. Navarro, S.Je.

Within the compound of the Court of Small Causes facing the
main entrance of St Xavier's High School, on Lokmanya Tilak
Marg, there is a jakfruit tree that for many years has been
the roosting resort for a large colony of House Sparrows. In
the morning when there is not much traffic along the street,
at about sunrise, the chorus of uniform gchit chit of hundreds
of sparrows calling together was so loud and at times so
insistent, that it could not be ignored by the whole of the
neighbourhoodd .

. During the last monsoon, after a heavy shower one night, a
large o%d mahogany tree by the side of one of the school
gates fell stretched across the roadi In the opinion of the
Professor of Botany of St Xavier's College, Prof. Ps Vi Bole,
the tree must have been nearly a hundred years old.

A few days after this incident, the whole neighbourhood
noticed that the sparrows were no longer roosting at thelr
favourite jakfruit tree. This fact struck my attention too.
Since then I am trying to find the connection between the
fall of themahogany tree and the silence on the part of the
birds, and the roosting spot where the birds have had theilr
habitat for more than twenty five years. ’

I did notice however that with the fall of the mahogany
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tree a large gap was opened between the school building and
the Elphinstone School building; .the gap is really much lar-
ger than may appear from the street, I have come to the con-
clusion, since, that the old mahogany tree was shielding and
protecting the sparrow colony from the inclements of the
weather and the danger of night raptors. My final conclusion
is that the sparrows were associating the mahogany tree as a
part of their protective association, :

Later, on further observation I found a new roosting resort,
not far from the old one. Watching from one of the windows of
the school building, I saw at gs ©6.30 p.m, an almost unbroken
stream of sparrows flying through the gap opened up by the
fallen mahogany, their flight being very low, just over the
top of the Elphinstone School building and alighting into the
Elphinstone garden, With this observation it*was not difficult
to locate the roosting resort; another jakfruit tree, almost
touching the building, to the right of the sumptuous steps
leading to the main entrance ofthe Elphinstone School, The
tree is well concealed by a barrier of banyan trec and other
varieties of garden treces. On my way back to the 'school, 1
stopped for a while to have a look at the old jakfruit tree.
I saw how some of the sparrows on their way to the new resort
were resting for a short while at the old spot and suddenly
the whole group would make a dash for the new roosting spot;
the same:procedure took place in the morning, as thc sparrows
were leaving the Elphinstone garden. They were alighting for
a short spell on the old jakfruit trce, as if to use this as
a base to go on and off from their newly selccted roosting
resort, In fact they were forming large groups; suddenly
these groups would disperse, each individual flying to its
own feeding ground for the restiof the days ,

There is a great similerity between the roosting resorts;
both trecs are of the medium size, with heavy foliage and well
protected and concealed by other trees. =

I would not like to finish this note without pointing out
that all this has happened because of the fall of g trees e
have: also to bear in mind that sparrows, by nature, are soci-
ablo birds and are always fourd associdted with the haunts of
man, We know very well that sparrows arc’to be scen in large
and noisy towns as well as in small, quiet villagcse -

What happens to the forest birds which are shy and do not
casily adapt themselves to sudden changes of environment,
when large forest areas are being cleared out and not being
reforested any more? Certainly a lot of harm is being done to
the birds as these changes make life impossible for them.
Besides we unbalance nature in such a way that the more the
forests arc being cleared out, the less is the annual rainfall!

AND ALL BECAUSE OF THE FALL OF A TREE!:l
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WHITEBROWED BULBUL PYCNONOTUS LUTEOLUS IN BOMBAY CITY

S, B Anladi

The wooded environs of Raj Bhavan, Bombay, especially the
forested part sloping eastwards towards the sea from behind
the buildings on Walkeshwar Road, is perhaps one of the last
remnants of the forests that once covered the islands of
Bombay. Tall trees of Terminalia bellerica, Pithecelobium
saman, Streblus asper, Thespesia populnea and some species
of Ficus, many of them entwined by lianas, line the lower
road which runs through this patch of forest contouring the
seashore, The lower road is not accessible to the public, and
it is probably this isolation and protection which has helped
to retain at least a vestige of the primeval beauty of the
area, Once in this ' half-acre of Nature ' the only thing that
reminds one that one is in" the Bombay City is the sight of
skyscrapers across the bay. The shrub Lantana camara is the
chief ground cover on the upper slopecs, W o

On the evening of 7th April 1973 I had the occasion to visit
this place in the company of Mr J. G, Daniel, Curator, Bombay
Natural History Society. While walking along the'road (I was
some distance behind Mr Daniel) I saw a smallipird-about the
size of a bulbul with a dirty greenish brown plumage, a paler-
belly, light lemon yellow vent and a white stripc above the
eye on the brow, I immediately recognized it as the Whitebrow-
ed Bulbul Pycnonotus luteolus. The bird was not alarmed at my
presence and I could approach it ¢, 20 feet or so from its
its perch in the shrubbery. It flew off as I want closer, and
when I caught up with Mr Daniel we heard a burst of bubbling
song from the bulbul, : =

On a subsequent visit to the.area on 13th April 1973, I was
lucky to be able to sce the bird again and watch it closely -
with a pair of binoculars. o ;

Dr Salim Ali and Humayun Abdulali have stated ( ' The birds
of Bombay and Salsette !, J. Bombay nat, Hist. Soc,37(1):102~-
103; Dec. 1939) that the bird is'common in the gardens of the
outlying residential portions of. the city and suburbs ', The
same authors go on to say that the bird has been noted at
Warden Road, Cumballa Hill, Phirozeshah Mchta Gardens and the
Government House grounds, Malabar Hill, Haffkine Institute . .
grounds (Parel), Khar, Andheri, Trombay Hills, Chembur, Bori-
vli, Kandivli and elsewhere in the Salsette, On page 103 they
state ' we have no recent informatison as to whether these
birds still persist, but thanks te the presence of many suit-
able gardens and compounds in that neighbourhood, they-are
very probably still there ' - this has been writteh referring
to a pair seen on Malabar Hill in July 1925. , g i

During the Bird Census organized by the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society a number of times this year some of us did encoun-
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ter the Whitebrowed Bulbul in the Borivli National Park, It
would be of interest to know whether our members residing in
the areas mentioned above have seen the bird in their immedi-
ate environs or near by. If the information obtained from all
members is pooled together it would give one a fair idea of
the present status of the bird in the Bombay City, particular-
ly because of the rapid rate at which concrete and cement is
replacing the gardens and compounds. ' :

BIRDS SEEN AT BANDIPUR, KARNATAKA
Shailesh Zaveri, Jyotindra Zaveri & Ameet Zaveri

Last summer we visited five South Indian wildlife sanctuaries
The one that we liked most was Bandipur in Karnataka (Mysore
State). There we had a very interesting time, watching mammals
and birds during a five days' stay from 15.v,1973 to 19.v.73.
About 50 different species of birds - not a bad record for
rank amateurs like us -~ were seen, On the first day, we met
Mr Neginhal, Assistant Conservatpr of Forests, Karnataka. He,
himself an avid birdwetcher, showed us a fig tree near the
Forest lodges, which attracted lots of birds, In just half an
hour we saw ten different species visit ite There were three
species of bulbuls: Redvented, Redwhiskecred and Whitechecked.
A Velvetfronted Nuthatch (Sitta frontalis) was working dili-
gently on the bark, onc to be disturbed when we arrived on the
scene, There were two species of barbets: Crimsonbrecasted and
Large Green, and a female Pygmy Woodpecker (Picoldes panus).
Jungle- and Common Mynas werc there in plenty, Ihe Tailor Bird
was the last to come as we lefte With such a grand start we
saw many other specics of birds which we had never met before.
One evening we were sitting quietly by a jungle pool, when |
a pair of Tawny Eagles (Aguila rapaxy suddenly flew overhead.
They circled about lazily but gracefully for some time before
flying on to some other hunting grounds. A little later a pair
of Grey Hornbills (Tockus birostris) flew up and alighted on
a branch right overhead. Iheir presence was felt more by their
ioud calls rather than sight. Soon they also made off, Some-
where behimdus a Lapwing %Vanellus'indicus) had detected our
sresence and was proclaiming the fact to the whole jungle, so
*hat no animals were séen later on.’ This lapwing continued its
Did-he-do-it? even after dark. When we went for jeep rides to
See animals, we almost awalys saw peafowl (Pavo cristatus)
and Goldenbacked Woodpeckers (Dinopium bencghalense). Sometimes
in some small glade, Grey Jumglefowl (Gallus sonneratii) would
be feeding beside the pezfowl, The qualls we saw were very
fearless., They would be searching for food along the paths as
our jeep approached, All they would do was to shift about 2 -t
to one side and allow us to pass: They would take to flighw
only when we had almost passed them. Once we saw a Short-toed
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Bagle (Circgetus gallicus) swoop down and alight on a tree
branch, Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatchers (Rhipidura aurcola)
were very common, making spirited sallies after flying insects.
On a walk in the Jungle after the rains, we came upon two
small birds creeping slowly up the bark of a tree like little
clock-work toys. Their plumage was ruffled by the rain. The
turned out to be Chestnutbellied Nuthatches (Sitta Castanea¥.
They let us approach very closes This was in a falrly clear
area, Later on, in the forest, we saw lorikeéts and the Blue~
winged Parakeets (Psittacula columboides). A Pied Crosted
Cuckoo (Clamator jacobinus) was seen hopping dlong the ground
Flocks of Whiteheaded Babblers (Turdoides afflnls? were moving
about from bush to bush. Various other common birds were also
sighted. The Jungle Myna (Acridothcres fuscus) was very often
seen in attendance with elephants (even tuskers), gaur and
cheetal ~ sitting on the backs of the former two, but hop-
ping around the last.

We also saw a few other birds which we could not identify
owing to our scanty knowledge, though we did our best with
the help of The Book of Indian Birds and Birds of Travancore
& Cochin, by Salim Ali. Anyway, it was a memorable stay and
the credit for it goes to Mr Neginhal for the introduction to
the birds, and to the birds themselves for their “cooperation
in letting us see them, »

BIRDS OF THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TEGHNOLOGY, KANPUR
dehir'vya .

I joined the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, three
years ago. The firsk bird sight 2% the Instltuto, i remember,
was a pair of Sarus Cranes which flew past the Library build-
ing as the rattling ' tempo ! bumped into the campus. Since
then three years and an open eye for birds in: the campus has
yielded a checklist of about-170 specic sa

The academic year begins in-August with the w1t~w1t of the
Rain Quail everywhecre., By end of August, the gTrass in. the wide
campus grows tall, very tall in the water-logged depressions
that lic scattered - about. In these places I have seen some
very interesting species - Bronzew1nged Jacanas, Painted Snipe,
Ruddy Crake, Red Munias and a mixed group of Blackheaded Munias.
(Two of the shestnutbellied type and four whitebellied among
the munlas stayed here throughout the last monsoon,)Neither of
them is supposed to be here, near Kanpur, I presume they were
escapedcage birds,

The same grass holds nests of the Blackthroated and S%rlated
Weavers - both ' firsts ' for. me,. though later I h«ve seen- the
Blackthroated near Lucknow too.qv_

Two years ago, also in August, I saw, what I am sure, was
the Kashmir Roller, It was dusk, but the underparts of the bird
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scemed uniformly greyish (hardly blue). In flight, the pale
grey wings had a wide black hind border. If it was a Kashmir
Roller, wasn't it far out of course? : : e
‘Amongst those litt.c marshes a. pair of Saras .are generally
prasent, and if you wske up early enough you can hearx: them
t krooning ! in ihe disfances Aipair of Whitenecked Storks are
also often around, I once saw a tiny crake, as big as a
Greyhcaded Myna, scuttling into the reedss I supposc it was
a crake, unless it was a young waterhen ottt of the nest oxr
somethirig-elses - - = ey : s :
On the top of our Faculty building resides a Great Horned
Owls I have secen only one, but I hope there is' another nearby.
There are plenty of nooks and ¢corners and angles in thatwies
building (modern sculpture etc.) and the owl must bec quite
comfortable really., In the evenings it comes out and perches
on a ledge and hoots away. Sometimes it remains out in the
daytime and this is a hcaven-sent opportunity to admire its
lovely patterned plumage close¥s The. little Spotted Owlet
and the Jungle Owlet are both found and often heard and some-
times one hears the hissing of the Barn Owl, which were so
common“at'Pbona.fNightjarstafe‘alsq‘COmmon~andionce I walked
into a group of 6 or 7 birds roosting together, L. did not :
know they slept in these loose gatherings. This was in winter
1971. ' : - - : L -
As winter comes, the grass dries up and 1is cut by the vil-
lagers, but it is not cropped right out of existence by cat-
tle, The Rain Quail vanish, only the Bush Quails, Bustard .
Quails and the Grey Partridges remain. An occasional pcacock
turns up. Through January 1971 an Orangeheaded Ground Thrush
stuck around in our very well-wooded nursery and in February
1972 a thrush appeared. I think it was a female Tickell's
Thrush (Turdus unicolor). -
"IIT (K) secms to lic in somc sort of a migratory pathway
as every November forméions of crancs fly over, I remember how
a particularly large congregation brought a number of students
out of their rooms to look skyward. They were quite impressed.
Other occasional winter visitors are some typical cuckoos,y - -
probably the Gommon Cuckoo. ' - . ,
Some of the rarer and more interesting birds that I have
scen herc are the Crested Bunting (resident), Sirkecr Cuckoo,
Verditer- and Greyheaded Flycatchers (winters, Orphean War-
‘bler, Alpine Swifti [There are po - Alps ' fer g liundoed apd.
fifty miles radius.) Three speties that I would néver have
dreamt of seeing here are the Striolated Bunting, Whitecheeked
Bulbul and the Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher. Unfortunately,
Paradise- and Fantail Flycatchers dre only rare stragglers..
One pair, the only onc that I have seen here of Tickell's Blue
Flycatcher is resident in our nurscrye. The male snhgs every
summer, but I have never located its nest or newly flown
Ars _ 7 Siietd b
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As regards birds of prey, kites are for once not common.
Shikras are, A Kestrel usually hangs about the Library and
Faculty buildings every winter, An occasional Lagger Falcon
or Redheaded Merlin turns up,: the last always in pairs. Honey
Buzzards are resident. Rarely one gets to a Short-toed- or a
Booted Eagle, Once I saw a:Marsh Harrier, a mele, It is the
most beautiful hawk I have ever seen, ‘And, of coursc, there.
was ! our ! pair of King Vultures which had a nest just out-
side the campus two years agos. ~

In the winter of 1971 (February) I saw a plover that I could
not identify. It was quite larger - larger than a Redwattled
- Lapwings organge beak and eye rims, body brown, legs orange.
The wings had bold black and white patches, It was quite shy
and ran about ploughed fields near a semi-dry pond,

Birds at IIT provide lighter moments too, A group of eusa-
lyptus trees just outside our hostel was particularly fancied
by a group of jungle crows as a perch and a roost. So they
took the opportunity every early morning to insist on letting
out hosrse kraws. And one often had the hilarious delight of
seeing a sleepy face appear at a window emitting impotent
shoos at-the brilliant crows! And there was also a smart
group of mangy rhesus monkeys Whiech had a bath in the tank
from which drinking wat8r is being drawn, and @t the entire
hostel down with gastro-enteritis! With exam inations postponed
for a week it was 211 part of the fun.

A BRIEF OBSERVATION REGARDING THE MIGRATION OF HOOPOES,
UPUPA EPOPS (LINN,) IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

vs B. Dhanze

On 27th February 1973, I had 4 chance to visit the low alfitu-
de area of Himachal Pradesh, i.e. Kunihar and Arki tahsil with
Dr R, Bielawski,' Zoologist, from the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Poland, He came to India with a special problem with regard’ to
some species of Coleoptera (Beetles) in India. On our backward
Journey to the headquarters after doing the needful collection
< observed a pair of hoopoe feeding on some insects in the bed
of wheat at Kunihar, which is‘a small town at an altitude of
3000 feet, : : = - 2

In the lst week of March 1973 three pairs of hoopoes were
seen in the vicinity of my own house near Govt Degree College,
Solan at 4500 ft. These birds were fighting with each other
producing all the while a peculiar hud-hud-hud. I observed the
fighting of those beautiful birds for arlong time as they hap=-
pened to be new entrants in the vicinity. Most probably they
“were struggling for their food and staye
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On,l6,iii, my Officer-in-Charge, Shri K.K. Mahajan proceed-
ed on-a General Faunistic.and a special collection of birds
and mammals for establishing the Natural History Study Museum,
So I had another chance of visiting the high altitude area of
Chamba_District. Till March 29th I did not observe any hoopdecs
but on 30,iii when we reached Gharola, a small village on the
southcastern bank of the RiverRavi, at 7000 ft, .a single
specimen was seen on the twig of an oak. It was collected and
was found to be fully infected by some skin disecase,

- The following day another single bird was seeng A local.
guard accompanying me stated that he had seen the hoopoe after
Ce. 7 months in that vicinity, further adding that they inhabit
the locality from middle of March to August, and after that
they migrated themselves from the locality. :

NOTES AND COMMENTS'
Néture Calendar for 1974

The Bombay Natural History Society issues every wyear a desk
calendar (24,1 x 17.8 cm) printed in four colours and illus=-
trated with twelve beautiful nature photographs in colour-by
- well=known photographers. The 1974 calendar is priced K5/~
.Eer.b0p¥, postage and packing extra. Persons intercsted in
uying them, please contact’ :

The Honorary Secretary

Bombay Natural History Society .
Hornbill House, Opp. Lion Gate
Shahid Bhagat Singh Road <
Bombay 400 001

CORRESPONDENCE

Size of :Bird Flocks -

Madhav Gadgil in-his article (Newsletter, 13(9), Scpte
1973) very rightly stressecs the importance of studying the
quantitative aspect of biological phenomcnae, It is of interest
to inquire:about. the size of the largest flocks of birds
recordad, Unfortunately, naturalists have usually been satis=
fied with vague descriptions, such as small, medium, large or
huges The size of the rookeries’of gegfowl is restricted by
the availability and size of the rocky coast, etcg, whereas
there are no such restrictions regarding land birds, Now,
fortunately, accurate date with regard to the North American
Passenger Pigeon are on record, thanks to the omithologist,
Alexander Wilsones = Wilson recorded the size of flocks of
Ectopistes migratorius: One passed over him in 1810, contain-
ing more than two billion birds, -They nested in vast stretches
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were observed in Wisconsin in ‘the year 1878 and covered about
850 sq, miles. They numbered an estimated 136 million birds,
This speccics was mercilessly shot down and the carcasscs ship-
ped to market by the freight carlosd and so decimated that it
could not recover. The lzst wild nesting was recorded ncar
Minncapolis in 1895. The last Passenger Pigeon died in a
Cincinatti zoo in 1914,

Amin Tyabji
" The Somerset Placc
Bombay 400 026

Newsletter for Birdwatchers

I have read with interest the comments of Dr Salim ‘AIi and
! Jack ! Gibson. I would particularly like to support Dr '~
Salim Ali's statement that the Newsletter should be used as
a medium for popularising birdwatching as a pleasurable hobby.
In this context, I may mention that some years ago 1 had sug-
gested that a list of subscribers of the Newsletter be made
available to all the other subscribers as it provides a recady
reference to birdwatchers in different arcas of the country,.
In Delhi, since Mrs Ganguli's death ad since Peter-Jackson
left for Geneva, it has not been possible for me tofind a
single person, who could help ime or whom I could zccompany on
field +trips. I am sure there are many bixlwatchers-in Delhi,
but I have no means of finding them out.

A. Mangalik
Associate Professor of Medicine
All India Inst., of Medical Sciences
New Delhi

Newsletter and Birdwatching

I fully agree with what Dr Salim Ali and Mr Gibson have
written in the September 1973 Newsletter, I am a member of
the Newsletter right from its-inception and have enjoyed rcad=-
ing the expecriences of other birdwatchers.

I have always enjoyed birdwatching and it has become a plca=
surable hobby for me., I am working at an office at Worli, Bom-
bay, and take my lunch on the:office terrace. Because of a fow
banyan and peepal trces around our building, there is a size=-
able number of crows and a few of them are always there when
I take my lunch. I enjoy their company and so I throw bits of
bread. In the beginning they were very shy, but whan they know
that I am not going to harm them, they come quite near me to
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-~ pick up the brecad picces, Some of them have becomé¢ very pam=-
pered and cxpect me¢ to throw the picces exactly where they
sit on “the terrsce door, - -

Among all these crows, I have observed one w1th a deformed
beaks, Thec beak is crossed and the crow finds it very difficult
td pick up the bread pieces I throw at him, In the meantime
other crows snatch away thc bread piéces, Once or twice I was
able to feed it when the other crows were not around, But.
still he has not gained enough confi dence to come near me.
The last time I saw him, he had also damaged one of his legs
and was finding it difficulf to hop alengs I have neot seen
him for the lgst one morith and wonder if he is.still alive.

I wish I had a good camera to snap himy Have any of our readers
seen a crow with a similar deformity.

I am anxiously awaiting the arriva] ¢of the swallows and a
pair of Large Pied Wagtails. The latter come on 'the. terrace
every aftornoon when they are in our midst, and 1 enJoy thelr
presence.

B. A. Palkhiwalla.
Dadar, Bombay

Zafar Futehall¥
Editor, Newsletter for Birdwatchers

32-A, Barfiwala Marg:
Andheri, Bombay 400 058
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