11, That a egalitairian famlly law is enactud for all citizens

of the country., That this law recoganLS women s contribution to
the family through the ceneept of matrimonial property and pro-
vides them with an inalienable right to participate in sociai
production. Simultaneou$ly the Hindu Undivided Family be derecog-
nized because it promotes majo§ity interests and a patently
patriarchai family. That productive assets, including land be in
the joint names of husband and wife. This principle should also
apply to land or hou51ng distributed through land reform or as

a reswl t of dlsplacement

That it is recognized that the desire for male heirs; treating
women as chattel, and control of women's fertility and chaétlty
are linked to the system of private property and inherltance.
Therefore a ceiling on income and wualth be enforc d through

effective taxatlon and land reforms,
1 Action Indla

Ankur

‘Jagori

Joint Women's Programme

Kali for Women

Saheli

Shakti Shalini’

"l"




No.F. M-156/93 CWDS 2 November 1993

Dear

You are no doubt aware that the Government of India is in

the process of formulating a population policy and also
preparing a position paper for presentation at the forthcom-
ing World Conference on Population and Development at Cairo
in September 1994. In neither of these exercises has there
been so far any attempt at promoting a national
debate/consultation. It has not even been discussed as to
whether the population policy in today's context can only be
confined to measures to control population growth, without
paying attention (a) to qualitative aspects of population
jssues , e.g. the quality of services, rights of women and
children and others:; and (b) to local, national, regional
and global dimensions of vital areas like migration, econom-
ic development, health-care, education, employment etc.

A few of us have already presented our suggestion te the
Expert Group of Population Policy that no policy should be
finalised without a national debate. We are now proposing
to open up such a national debate on the 12 th Nevember 15383
at. 5.00 p.m. in the India International Centre. We hope
representatives of concerned government agencles as well as
various groups of citizens - representing particular con-
cerns like the rights of women, children, the poor in gener-—
al, other marginalised groups, the professions of health,
education, communication etc. will be able to have a dia-
logue/discussion in this matter in a free atmosphere.

We hope you will join us and lend your active support in
this endeavour. A related objective - which we are sure you
would share - 1is to demonstrate that India still has a
vibrant democracy, where citizens are prepared to take initi-
ative in contributing to policy formulation in critical
arecas  llke population to ensure that they are people-

centred, and the concerns and needs of women and children

are duly reflected.

%

We shall be grateful for a confirmation of your participa-

tieon.

With regards,

Yours sincerely

-
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Satets

wemen's Resource E?’}"ﬁ

Dear friends,

(1) You must be aware of the International Conference on Population and
Development scheduled to take place in Cairo im Jume 1994, Parallel
NGO conference will be taking place at the same venue, simultaneously.
Howewer, in the NGO's eonference, repeesentatives of the Populationm
Counecil, USA, (of NORPLANT fame) and the Safe Motherhood Initiative
ofithe World Bank have taken it upom themselves te represent the NGO
veice.

Women throughout the world have suffered at the hands of these very
agencies, and hence it is likely that confrontatiom rather than co-
operation will set the tone of the NGO forum, where women's organi-

.zations will also be present. :
In view of this various plemning imnitiatives are underway through-
out the world. So far we have received three statements im this xm

' regard, and Saheli has endorsed one of them. We need to discuss

these positions and see whether we can choose/modify one of them
and lobby to have it adopted.This exercise will be helpful for us
to understand our own alliance and also recognise differences.

(2) In June '93 Saheli had participated in a conference on Anti-Fertility

vaccines, attended by women from all over the world.It was decided
that we should make a joint effort at stopping vaccine trials through
out the world.
As many of you may know, the Indiamn vaccine is the most advanced .
#Whiie those present at the conference were united in their stand
against the vaecine, it was felt that the campaign ought to be more
broad-based and allow for a more inclusive approach.

In view of this a statement was drafted and is being circulated to
women's groups all over the world to initiate a campaign in November
993, If this campaign is laumnched worldwide, it will be the first

Wpportunity for women to take initiative before the product is inm
the market. In other cases we have only reacted to abuse.

We would like to discuss these issues in the NEXT MEETING ON SEPTEMBER
10 th 1993 at 2.00 pm at our effice.

Please brimg address lists for UP and Bihar so that NORPLANT material
can be mailed to other organizations.(ref: reports that Norplamt
insertions are taking place on a2 large scale in these States ).

In Solidarity -
- /hbukjuukAmu~
( for Saheli )

Attached : Three statements on Population and Development
Statement on Anti- Fertility vaecines

s
== e i ]

Unit above Shops 105 to 108, Shopping Centre, Defence Coio y, Bridge (South Side), New Delhi-110024




Wwomen's Resource cgng{g

Dear friends,

We hope that you saw the coverage of the Press Conference following

the submission of the memporandum to the Health Minister on issues
arising from the meeting held on 18-6-93 by Secy Dept. of Fam, Velfare

All of you have heen a party to this campaign for cover a year.During 
this time, Saheli has been taking primary respensibility of putting
material,viewpoints, cuestions together and keeping the campaign going, ‘!

However, we find that this mode of working is no lecnger adequate,The
government is moving too fast and our response time is to the tune

of two months.Therefere, we feel the need for forming a broad-based
core group which can respond faster and plan and carry out an effective

campaign,.

We have discussed the idea with some of you and have a positive res-
ponse from AIDWA, Jagori and NFIW so far, The bigger the core froup
the better it would be,

We would like to start weekly meetings of the core group.If you are
ready to participate in the campaign, the minimum expectaticn would
be that you depute one person from your organisation who would attend
the weekly meeting and devote at least half a day to the campaign
against hazardous contraception and population control, The person
‘ who would attend need not necessarily have previous experience in

the issue .

At the Press Conference we were informed that NORPIANT insertion has
been going on in UP and Bihar for nearly two years. This could be :
the first task of the group - to expose the double speak of the govta;
Even if you can't participate in the Core group we would appreciate“a
it if you could give us ideas and contacts §o proceed with this.

THE FIRST MEETING OF THE CORE GROUP WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SAHELZI
OFFICE AT 2.C0O PM ON FRIDAY 27-8-93,

Please do send a representative. - i
In solidarity, , Lﬁywkjk~ :

Unit above Shops 105 to 108, Shopping Centre, Defence Colony, Bridge (South Side), New Delhi-110024
PHONE : 61 6485
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Until August 1: Apartado 113-6151, Santa Ana 2.000, Costa Rica;
Phone: 506-282711; then Population and Development Program,
Hampshire College, Amherst, MA. 01002, USA; 413-549-4600, ext.
506

July 2, 1993
To the Editors, Women's Health Journal:

I have long been an admirer of your magazine, but I was quite
distressed by your response to Saheli regarding the campaign to
stop Norplant trials in India in your 1/93 issue. Not only do
you not publish any excerpts from their pamphlet, but more
seriously, you state: "In the case of Norplant, we have
published information that takes a more positive view of this new
contraceptive than the picture you present. Our Documentation
Center contains studies on the benefits of this implant for
thousands of women."

It would seem to me the role of the journal should be to present
the pros and cons of contraceptive technologies -- not just the
pros. In many settings Norplant has proved problematic; the
recent publication, Norplant: Under Her Skin by the Women's
Health Action Foundation in the Netherlands, documents a number
of cases. Given the Indian government's stringent population
control policies, Norplant is likely to be given without adequate
health back-up, informed consent, and easy access to removal in

that country. Saheli's voice should not be silenced, above all
by the Women's Health Journal. '

All the best,

Betsy Hartmann




Centro de Informacién y Servicios de Asesoria en Salud

7o 1995

Ranjana Padhi

Women'’s Resource Center

Unit above 3hop 105-108

Shopping Centre

Defence Colony. Bridge (South Side)
New Dehli, 110024

INDIA

Dear Ranjana and Sisters;

Thank you for your effort in bringing public attention to the
problems of Norplant. I am sending you a copy of the letter T sent
to the Revista de la Red de Salud in Chile. I am sorry they did
not publish your materiales.

I would like to request that you send us coplies of your
bulletin. I am enclosing a bulletin from Nicaragua that deals with
women’s issues. We would be interested in supporting your
campaign. Fortunately, up to this time, Norplant has not been
introuduced in Nicaragua, and we must Struggle so that 1t is Dot
introduced in the future.

Keep up your fine work!

Maria Hamlin ZGniga’
Director of CISAS

Mk ASES [ i
APARTADO 3267
MANAGUA . N ;

MAIN

Teléfono: 661662. Apdo Postal 3267, Managua - Nicaragua
Centroamérica.
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SODA
SOCIETY FOR DEVELOPMENTAL ACTION

Mailing Address : Post Box No. 16, Baripada-757001, Orissa, India
Regd. Office : Kuliana-757030, Mayurbhanj, Orissa, India

Date 27.09. 92 Your letter dated Telefax : Enclosure (s)

Our Ref. 11697 Your Reference Telephone : 06792-2526
Cable : DEVSUPPORT

To BARIPADA
Saheli,

Women's Resource Centre,
Defence Colony Flyover
Market 105-108,

New Delhi-110024,

Dear Madam,

This is with reference to a News item published
in WGNRR News Letter 39-April,June 1992 vide
page No.40-41 under the title "Norplant Campaign
in India® . We would like to know more about
it,

Will you please send some printed literature
in English or in Hindi or Both for our reference
and use on complimen tary basis.

We will be happy if the same will be sent at
an early date,

Thanking You,

Yours Sincerely,
Society for Developmental Action

bWﬂ%

(Shanti Ranjan Behera)
Secretary.
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3
5. That respect of the value of women's labour is demonstrated
through lmmediate amendment to the Equal Remuneration Act to
apply to work of equal value., The government should also regu-
larize the services and compensation to so-called voluntary
workers in government programmes such as ICDS, AE, etc., where

a large proportion of workers i1s women,

6. That women's special contribution to society in childbearing
and -rearing is recognized and provision is ensured of child care
and maternity leave with regular contributions from all employers.,
That the ban on maternity leave after 2 children is removed, in
recognition of the fact that women seldom determine the family

size,

7. That Population Control 1s not pursued at the cost of women's
health, Instead it should be ensured that the government makes
safe contraception, e.g. barrier methods, available to allow wome
to exercilse control over their fertility. Victims of past ruth-
lessness of the government FP programme must be adequately compen-
sated. The government should make free and safe MTP facilities
avallable in proportion to the prevalence of legal and illegal

abortions.

8, That the resources allocated for education are used equitably
among- the entire population, while discriminating positively for
women, as well as other weaker sections of Ssociety. That educa-

tion and training are freed cf sex, caste and class biases, and
are orlented towards developing a critical mind, That education
andAtraining are linked to employment opportunities,

9« That it 1s recognized that a number of anti-women practices
are prevalent in the society, which need +o be tackled urgently,
Some of these are vestiges of the past, such as witch-~-hunting,
widow-burning, infanticide, etc., whereas others are creeping in
with advancing consumerism, such as bride-burning, sex determina-
tion and preselection tests, and other reproductive technologies,
Special enactments are needed and where legislation exists, it

must be enforced, so that women are ensured thely right o dife,

10, That it 1is recognized that no woman is safe from violence in
the street or at home. The implementdng machinery for crimes
against women such as rape, battering, sexual haressment, etc.
needs to be strengthened. That special facilities by way of worki g
women'’s hostels, housing for single women, shelters for battered

women and destitutes are provided in proportion to the population
of women,
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ESTD. - 1988

POST BOX NO : 5308
DELHI - 110 053
INDIA

AIDS Anti - Discrimination Movement For the protection of Human Rights of AIDS Patients

Members 1991 - 92

Ashwani Allawadi
Delhl

’ Sriniwas

Delhi

Dimple
Dhula, Maharastra

Gaurl
Delhi

Dr. Mathew Varghese
Delhi

Arun Bhandari
Ankur
Delhi

Jagdish Bhardwaje
Blood Donor's Weif. Ass. (l)

Lalitha S.A.
Joint Womens' Programme
Delhi

Dr. P. S. Sahni
Jagat Matha Kusht Ashram
Delhi

Shalini SCN
Indlan Social Inst.
Delhi

Shanta
Ankur
Delhi

Sidharth Gautam
Advocate

Delhi High Court
Deceased 13th Jan 1992

Date.3.rd..June...92

Dear Nilanjana,

Thank you for your letter of May 14, 1992. We regret
the fact that you have not received our contribution
of Rs.150/- towards the meeting of expenses incurred
during arrangements for the Norplant dharna. However,
this amount was handed over personally by Dr. Sahni
to Kalpana Mehta on the 13th evening at the Indian
Coffee House. Kindly check with her on the same.

Thanking you,

Yours Eruly

__’_____A_Lu:zi* \uu : e M,g

for AIDS BHEDBHAV VIRODHI ANDOLAN

NON-FUNDED, NON PARTY ORGANISATION




NWTFT
MAHILA DAKSHATA SAMITI

H.O. : 19, FIRE BRIGED LANE, OPP. CAMPA COLA FACTORY

CONNAUGHT PLACE, NEW DELHI Ph. : 3712067

B.O. : 21, NEW ROHTAK ROAD, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-5 Ph. : 518910
Registered under Registeration of Societies Act XXI of 1860

Registration No. 8995 of 16-1-78

Income Tax Exemption D.|.T. (Exemption Certificate No. 222)/78/1167 U/ BB0G
1-4-91 to 31-3-94

New Delhi,
May 30,1992
SAHELI

Unit above Shop 105 to 108,
Shopping Centre,

Defence Colony Bridge (South Side)
New Delhi

110024

Dear Friend,
This has reference to your letter dt. 18.5.92 in
connection with the joint protest dharna on the guestion of NORPLANT

I enclose herewith cheque No0.174299 dt. 30.5.92 drawn
on the Central Bank of India,Janpath,New Delhi for Rs. 150/-.

Please send us a eeceipt in due course.

With regards,

Encl:Cheque

. =
Yours 31ngerely{///

for Mahila Dakshata Samiti

President : Vice-President : Secretary : Treasurer : Legal Cell :
PRAMILA DANDAVATE KAILASH REKHI SUMAN KRISHNAKANT PREM KHANNA RANI JETHMALANI
Tel. : 3019535 Tel. : 618736, 611692 Family Counselling Tel. : 663680 Tel. : 618145 (Res.)
RANJANA KUMARI Tel. : 3329990 (Off.) 3311111/212
Tel. : 674074 SUMAN KURADE Convenor
Consumer Protection G.S. PURI

Tel. : 6333911 ; Tel. : 518910
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Women's Resounce Centen Date

Dear Friend,

We were disappointed at the thinly attended meeting of the
coordination committee held in Saheli office on Jan.29. We had
hoped that at this meeting the draft of a press statement could
be prepared and the invitation to ICMR for the meeting sched-
uled for Feb .8, could also be finalised. Nene of this could be
done and we felt that probably it would be better to proceed
more slowly so that the representatives of all concerned org-
anizations could be better informed to carry out a debate with
ICMR. With this objective we have prepared a draft press state-
ment on the subject.

defore the meeting of the 29th we also viewed the film on anti-
pregnancy vaccine made by a German woman. It does not contain
too much of relevant information for our immediate purposes.
Hence we decided not to shift the meeting of the 8th but rather
than to call ICMR for this meeting, we felt that it Be better

if we saw the films and discussed them. At this meeting we

could also finalize the press statement and the list of organiz-
ations who would be a party to the campaign.

In our last letter by mistake we had typed the date of the film
show as Feb.9. Please note that the film screening will take
place on Feb.8, Saturday, at 3.30pm al Jagori office. Please
discuss the press statement in detail and let us have your
comments on it.

Jagori office is located at B-5. Cooperative housing society,
South Extension Part I.From Ring road enter the road leading

to Kotla Mubarakpur and take the first turn left.

We look forward to meeting you,

Yours Sincerely,

o 108, Shopping Centre, Defence Colony, Bridge (South Side),
New Delhi-110024 PHONE : 61 6485

Unit above Shop. 105, t




Women's Resournce Centen

Dear Friends,

As you are aware, Saheli had organized a meeting on the 18th
of January to discuss the dangerous trends in contraceptive
research and family planning being pursued by the government,
The case in point was the introduction of Norplant.

The meeting was very well attended by women's organizations,
health groups and concerned individuals, There was general
consensus that joint action must be taken to oppose the
unethical and arbitrary action through which new contraceptives
are being introduced into the family planning programme.,
Everyone present felt that action should be initiated immed-
iately to stop the unethical trials of Norplant and to warn
pecple about the issues involved,

Two actions were suggested at this meeting:

l, Screening two films on Feb, 9, 1992
a) a film on the critique of India's F.P. programme
which includes a critique of Norplant, titled "Its
like a war", made by Deepa Dhanraj and Abha Bhaiya.
b) A film titled Anti-bodies against pregnancy, made
by Ulrike Schaz.
ICMR will be invited to this event, A press statement will
also be issued exposing the way in which these hazardous
contraceptives are being tested in complete disregard to
women's health. The venue of the screening is being fixed.

2, A dharna will be organized demanding an end to further
testing of hazardous contraceptives. Tentative date sugg-
ested for the dharna is Feb. 28, 1992.

A coordination committee was formed to cordinate these events.,
~This committee is scheduled to meet on Jan. 29 1992 at 3pm
at Saheli office,

contd. pg 2.
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By the time the discussion on the coordination committee
started many people haé left the meeting. Als0 we are aware
that many organizations could not attend the meeting at all
despite their interest in the issue.

Therefore we are writing to you to invite you to be a part
of the coordination committee and to attend the meeting on
the 29th

Looking forward to seeing you,

yours Sincerely

WW

For Saheli




.‘ ah o ‘

Women's Resournce Cen,ten‘

Dear Friends,

For many years now we have been involved in a campaign against the
anti-people population policies being pursued by the Indian govern-
ment.One dimension of our protest is the court case (along with other
petitioners) against the Indian Council of Medical Research,the Drugs
Controller of India and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.Our
case is to prevent them from introducing new contraceptives into the
family planning programme without adequate research to establish their
safety.Our contention has also been that the experimentation is carried
out on poor illiterate women without any regard to their health and in
contravention to all norms of research ethics.While the court case was
initially against NET-EN,a long-acting injectible hormonal contraceptive,
in 1990 we expanded the case to include the newer contraceptives that
were being researched into,such as sub-dermal implants,vaginal rings,

anti-fertility vaccines etc.

While the court case did not make much progress,ICMR on its own recomme-
nded NET-EN for limited use only.However,this change on the part of ICMR
has not come about from any concern for womens health, but more due to
their inability to refute our claims about the hazardous nature of the
contraceptive,as well as the impossibility of safe servive delivery

given the present sorry state of our public health system.

We would like to point out that any concern for womens health is being
shown only by womens organizations,health groups,and a few NGOs.ICMR

has therefore decided to change its tactics and is trying to divide
this concern by paying lip-service to participation on the part of NGOs
and concern for womens health,while continuing its research programme

unchanged and unabated.

This was clearly demostrated at a closed-door meeting with "women health
advocates" organised by the ICMR to discuss the introduction of Norplant
and other spacing methods ,on the 6th and 7th of Dec.91 in Delhi.They

had carefully avoided inviting any of the organizations who had been a
party to the court-case and are familiar with the issues involved.Instead
a few NGOs had been invited so that they could safely say that they had
the blessings and concurrence of everyone for their future programmes.
Specifically,they want to introduce Norplant(6)- a contraceptive implant
which is inserted under the skin of women.This hormonal contraceptive

has only been tested in Phase II trials so far in India.Phase III and
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Phase IV trials which are mandatory before a contraceptive can be intro-
duced into the Family Planning Programme have so far not been conducted.
This is in contravention of all legal,medical and ethical issues related

to contraceptive testing.

Fortunately,we came to know about this meeting and attended it inspite
of being uninvited.We are enclosing a copy of the minutes of the meeting
for your information.Our immediate concern is that ICMR is proposing to
introduce Norplant into the F.P programme through 100 hospitals attached
to medical colleges.It was really shocking to know that ICMR means to
recruit 20,000 women on whom this untested,hazardous contraceptive 1is
going to be inserted.From this meeting with ICMR,it is clear that they
actually want to test this contraceptive Norplant on a large population
but without calling it a trial.In other words,they will offer it as a
tested,safe,and acceptable contraceptive to women attending the Family

Planning clinics in hospitals attached to medical colleges from Jan’92.

In view of the fact that the government is again trying to give a boost
to the population control programme at every available forum,we feel that

we must take joint action to oppose this arbitray,unethical and unscien-

tific manner in which new contraceptives are being introduced into the

already oppressive Family Planning Programme.

We are therefore calling for a meeting of all concerned organizations
and individuals in Delhi,to discuss strategies and action plans to

counter these dangerous trends.

Pate: 18.1.92, Saturday from 2 to 5 pm.

Venue:JNU City Centre,35 Ferozeshah Road,Mandi House.

Hoping for your active participation,

In solidarity,
Lo[wx, Nalini Zw'w/ Smja/ Kw\%w/ b ha , hafshw

(for the Saheli Collective)
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-_@ MARIE PARIVAK
El STOPES
!!!!!LL"!! ESTD 1921 LONDON Innovators of Family Planning Programmes SANSTHA

28, DEFENCE COLONY MARKET
NEW DELHI-110024
PHONES: 617712, 619024

SAHELI TELEX: 031-62006 STOP IN

Women's Resource Center T 12 91
Unit above shop. 105 to 108

Shopping Centre, Defence Cclony, Bridge(South side)

New Delhi - 110 024.

Dear friend,

Thank you for your letter dated 26.9.91, regarding women's
health. We are certainly interested as it is concerned with
Family Planning aspect of women's health. We would like

a report of the survey conducted by 'SABLA SANGH' with reference

to methodology, observations and the conclusions. If you
have conducted any survey on NET-EN and NOR#PLANT etc. we

would like to know your methodology, magnitude of study
and observations. This would help in preparation for partici-
pation.

After we receive your reply, we shall let you know when
and how we would participate in your workshop. Please also

let us know the tentative dates.

With regards,

DR.ALKA DHAL

Senior Consultant

AD/rr

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
CLINIC SERVICES
CONTRACEPTIVES MARKETING
FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION
CONSULTANCY
TRAINING
Registered under Societies Act XXI

Registered Office: Massey Hall, 1 Jai Singh Road, New Delhi-110001
AFFILIATED TO MARIE STOPES INTERNATIONAL




Women's Resource Centen
Dear Friends,

As you may be aware, we have been campaigning againsé the intro-
duction of hazardous contraceptives for several ' ~ars now, In
986, wWe took on the responsibility of coordinating a case filed
in the Supreme Court against the introduction of the injectable
contraceptive NET-EN into the Family Planning Programme, Stree
‘hakti Sangatna(Hyderabad), Saheli, Chingari (Ahmedabad) and®
sevéral individuals were copetitioners in this ¢ =, Our primary

Objective had been to get some court ruling to ensure that all

future contraceptives are
1. adequately tested in India for both short term and long term ricki

2, women are given adequate and accurate informa:.ion to prevent
abuse in a target oriented programme;

3., conditions for adequate medical screening and follow-up are in
place at peripheral health centres before potentially dangerous
contraceptives are introduced.

This case did not progress much in Court, However, when we came to

know that- ICMR pland to introduce other hazardous contraCeptivés

(while with holding, NET-EN) we filed janother affidavit in Dec 1990

oringing all these other contraceptiveés which are hazardous-such

as sub-dermal implants, vaginal rings,anti-fertil.ty vaccines,

Hossl sprays ete. into the ambit of the NET-EN case. Our main

argument was that ICMR»and'dthef fespondents (Drugs'Controller,

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare) had taken no concrete measu-

res to improve the way in which contraceptives were being hastily

tested and introduced without adequate regard to women's health,

Onee again there was no progress in the court.

On the 6th and7th of Dec, 1990, ICMR had called ¢ “losed door meeting

with 'Health Advocates' to discuss the introduction of 'Norplart

and other spacing methods' into tae Family Planning Programme,This

is in contravention of all- legal, medical and ethical issues related

to contraceptive testing. The areas of concern are:

1. Norplant (6) has gone through just the Phas I.of.the glinical
trials in the country.Phase III and Phase IV which are mandatory
before the contracéptive can be introduced into the Family
Planning Programme have not been carried out. Yet, ICMR is
planning to introduce Norplant(6) into the FP Programme.
Norplant(2) for which the ICMR alleges the completion of all
stages of trials (complete information on the trials has not been
released as yet) is hazardous on the basis of the limited

information published by ICMR, Norplant(2) has beer Ithdrawn
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from the world market and therefore cannot be introduced ihto
the FP programme. : Lo
. ICMR's own admission is that more than 10% ofithe women on
whom this contraceptive was tested have been 'lost to follow up’
nd these women continue to harhouf norplant in their bodies
long afeter the trials have been completed.
ICMR has admitted that they have not followed up any of the
women who have participated in the trials since 1972. Therefore
the state of health of>£hééé women as of today is unknown, These
women who number more than 15,000 have participated in trials
“with Gontraceptives known to have long term consequences which -
are of serious nature, &
ICMR now plans to coopt women (both individuals and organizations)
to become their handmaidens to push hazardous contraceptives.
ICMR also. plans to farm out +0 NGOs and women's organizations
contraceptive testing. This is the beginning of privitization
in contraceptive research. '
7. In order to involve NGOs and women 's organizations,in their
endeavour, ICMR plans to organize regional'l .vel meetings .
We are enclosing a copy of the minutes of the ICMR meetlng prepared‘
by us. The issue is rather urgent: because from Jan 1992 onwards
the process of recruiting 200 women per medical college hospital
(approximately 20,000 women in total)will begin Slmultaneoucly
the process for coopting NGOs and Women ‘s organizations will Dbe
carried out in the regional meetings. '
While we are not opposed to the introduction of new contraceptives,
we must oppose the attempt on the part! of ICMR and the Ministry of"
Health and Family Welfare to try this untested contraceﬁtive R
norplant(6) on a large DOpulationzaomen without c:.ling thzm it a
trial. Inother words, women attending the FP clinic in the hospitals
attached to medical colleges will be offered Norplant(G) as a tested
acceptable and bafe contraceptlve.
ne are in the procegs of preparing an information sheet on Norplant‘2
and Norplant(6) which wiIl be available on reques.. If you need
any further information please do let us know.
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Women's Resounce Centen
Dear Friends,

As you may be aware, we have been campaigning ag igt the intEos

duction of hazardous contraceptives for several years now. In

1986, we took on the responsibility of coordinating a case filed

in the Supreme Court against the introduction of the. injectable

contraceptive NET-EN into the Family Plannirg Programme., Stree

Shakti Sangatna(Hyderabad), Saheli, Chingari (ahn pad) and®

several individuals were copetitioners in this ase., Our primary

objective had been to get some court tuling to enstre that all

future contraceptives are

1, adequately tested in India for both short term and long term risk

2, woman are given adequate and accurate information to prevent
abuse in a target oriented programme;

3, copditions for adequaté medical screening and follow-up are in
place at peripheral health centres before potentially dangerous
contraceptives are introduced. -

This case did not progress much in Court, However, when we came to

know that: ICMR pland to introduce othér hazardous contraceptivés

(while with holding. NET-EN) we filed another affidavit in Dec 1990

riaging all these other contraceptives which are hazardous such

as sub-dermal implants, vaginal”rings,anti—fertility vaccines,

nasal sprays etc, into the ambit of the NET-EN case. Our main

‘argument was that ICMR and other respondents (Drugs Controller,

Ministry of Hudlth and Family Welfare) had taken no'concrete measu-

res to improve the way in which contraceptives were being hastily

tested and introduced without adequate regard to women 's health.

Onee.again there was no progress in the couEt:

- On the 6th and7th of Dec, 1930, ICMR had called a closed door meeting
with 'Health Advocates' to discuss the introduction of 'Norplant

and other spacing methods' into the Family Planning Programme.This

is in contravention of all legal, medical and ethical issues related

to contraceptive testing. The areas of concern :ce:

1. Norplant (6) has gone through just the Phase II of the clinical
trials in the country.Pbase III and Phase IV which are mandatory
before the c0ntracéptive can be introduced into the Family
Planning Programme have not.béén carried out, Yet, ICMR i1s
planning to introduce Norplant(6) into the FP Programme.
Norplant(2) for which the ICMR alleges the completion of all
stages of trials (complete information on the trial e hes not beern
released as yet) is hazardous on the basis of the limited
information published by ICMR, Norplant(2) has been withdrawn

s
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world market and therefore cannot be introduced into

ion is that more than 10% of the women on
whom this contraceptive was tested have been 'lost +o follow up’
and these women continue to harhour norplant in their bodies
long afker t@e trials have been completed. » '
ICMR has admitted that they have not followec .o any of the
women who have participated in the trials since 1972. Therefore
the state of health of these women as of todayiis unknown. These
women who number more than 15, 000 have participated in trials
with contraceptives kno”n to have long term conseguences which ¢
are of serious nature.
ICMR now plans to coopt women (both individuals and organ 1zut*o s)
to become their handmaidens to push hazardous contraceptlveb.
ICMR also. plans to farm out to NGOs and women's organizations

contraceptive testing. This is the beginning of privitization

in contraceptive research, i
7. In order to involve NGOs and women's organizations,in their

endeavour, ICMR plans to organize regional level meetings .
We are enclosing a copy of the minutes of the ICMR meeting prepared
by us. The issue is rather urgent because from Jan 1992 onwards
the process of recruiting 200 women per medical college hospital
(approximately 20,000 women in total)w&ll begin, Simultaneously
the process for coopting NGOs and Women's organizations will be
carried out in the regional meetings. :
While we are not opposed to the introduction of new contraceptives,
we must oppose the attempt on the part of ICMR and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare to try this untested contraceptive =
noLolant(6) on a large pooulatlon[wompn without calling thz= it a
trial. Inother words, women attending the FP clinic in the hospitals
attached to medical colleges will be offered Norplant (6) as a tested
acceptable and safe contraceptlve. Ly :
We are in the process of preparing an information sheet on Norolant 2
and Norplant(6) which wiI¥l Be available on request. If you need
any further information please do let us know.
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