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From,
Narmada Bachao Andalan Badwani

+

58 9 Mahatma andhi Road
9

Pradesh )Badwani (Madfiya
7

TO,
The Chief Secretary,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
BHOPAL.

Dear Sir,
A note on an incident that occured at Nisarpur on the

18th April 1991, giving details of the police atrocities that
were committed while unlawfully arresting the undersigned and

and two of our workers and activists, named Alok Agarwal and

}. Mohanbhai Patidar is enclosed for your kind perusal.
At the time when we were beaing beaten up by the police

the eollector of Dhar Mr. Sharma, SIM of Kukshi Mr. Dafaria,
The Superintendent of Police Mr. Upadhyaya and the Sub Inspector
of "olice Mr. Tiwari were present. In fact the Collector of Dhar

had ordered to beat us up. The police behaved in an atrocious
manner when none of us had resisted arrest, even though the
arrest itself was illegal as none of us had commitied any crime.

In view thereof, We propose te lodge a criminal complaint

against all the above mentioned four officers as all of them are

responsible officers of the State and they Back were duty bound

to stop the beatings fortnwith and prevent hand cuffinzs ef the

two of the activists. We request you to give us permission to

logge the complaints and proceed against them under the law of
the land.

We are awaiting your 'reply at the earliest granting
us the 85 permission aS sought by us.

Thanking You,
Yours Faithfully,For and on behalf of Narmada Ghati
Navnirman Samiti.Badwani.

( Narmada Bechao Andolan )

Nandini Oza.



SEER aD ae

State Violence To Crush Narmada Bachao

todo
Nermada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is a non-violent movement going! onin the Narmade valley for the past five yeafts. This movement
has raised enough doubte in the minds of the people about the
controversial Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP), a dam the government

state, severel times, with tke issues of displacenent,

is determined to build,

hough the
allapproached 20

env ron-went tCe the governments on €ach occassionsheturned (dearear. The + meet exanple being the 36 days! long(demonstration) by 5,000 people on the Gujarat-Madhya Pradesh EHborder, with 7 of our people going on an indefinite hungeystrike to draw the attention of the g0vernments over an issuevhat will determine tue fate of lakhs of tribals ana peasantsvo be displaced from their land they have been living on foré6enerations now, Though -the fast of the seven people lasted:for 22 days, there was no response from the government what :

So ever. The people decided not to loose the precious lives'

Bovernments and returned to their villages With a stronger
Gevermanntion to Light for their Live rights,
Though the movement is peaceful, the government has not onlyturned a deaf eer to the Andolan, but in the past one year has

and ¢5tn January, 1991 are sone of the incidents that havehit the hedlines,
F

Side the people are being beaten up and Jailed and HHH
on the other handthe government has been staging a show (to
gain publicity) of being concerned about the problem of dis-
placement. Several times, the government ofticials, the Narmada

on tke fast over an unconcerned Centre and state

turned violent to cfush the people and, their voice. The lathi
charge on hundreds April 9

pe ceful demonstrators on poh 1990

Vallev Development Authoritv(NVDA), the World Bank and the
Sardar Sarover Narmada Nigam (SSNNL)

On one

representatives have passed
through the submergence Villages without meeting the people.to nold meetings in the Circuit House of Baawt i (MP )- in the
absence of the people's representatives only! to advertise in
the newspapers later that the government igs Working towards
the solution to the problem of dispacement. This is a routine,
a fraud by the government to Sain public opinion in their favour
even when the have60vernment has not heen able to
rehabilitation
be attected

for the people of the three states uramcka€
Hite paper, fora,
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of SSNNL, the Chief secretary of Gujarat S.C.Jain, the Chiefof NVDA were comming to Badwani to hold talks with the localofficers. Once asain, the people to be aifected vy the dam wereleft out of the picture, But, as always, radio and newspaperscarried the stories that these people were going to visit 7the submergence area and people. The truth was that, Honeof the villagers were informed about their programme nor was.
aby Wasit planned to any of the to be affected villases. The peobpeople did not find this behaviour of the government unnatural,People understand that the representatives of the state do notWish to meet them; firstly, because they are not concerned and
Secondly because they do not want to face defeat and humiliation
by not being able to Bive answers to people's questions,

~

The people decided not to ignore their visit, for, they felt:that they had a right to know as to what is theirTate > end Who else can give better answers than S.C Jain and
C.C.Patle ? Therefore, on Joth April, the day of their visit, >

hunareds of villegers assembled en, route the officers were
expected to take, People, iucluding women and children, waitedpatiently for their arrival. All those who haa assembled politely

of any such visit py any officers ang rudely told the
people that they should contact newspaper reporterg if they. have

information fron the neWspapers, The people have grown
eget to trust the government and so, they decidedto continue to wait,

It turned out to be a long wait for the people.... The Collectorafter reaching his destination (Kukshi) decided to take the
ton from a defrerent end longer route to Badwani as
thev did not care to meet tae hundreds of people Waiting on the
reads since morning under the hot sun of April, The longer route,

Submergence Villages - Narmadenagar and Chikhalda, Hundreds of
People had assembled at. doth these places too,
At Nermadanagar, aS soon as the people sew the cars oi the
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hesitation ordered the police

Warning at all. Police

Amba Lal, a crippled bay of 2%, Was pulled down from his HHHHHand was beaten till he bled. Bhura Lal Was beatento an extent that he hed to have stiches on his head, Bai,an old lady of 80 years was not left out. She Wasbeaten end had to be hospitalized, All this while, the Collectorand all the top officers watched whe plight of the beople andthey were totally unmoved While defenceless Women were ryingouk of pain due to the blows of lathis BE by male Olice,After dispersing all those assembled at Narmadanagar, tle officers

charge and several were injured. Some of them, like Sadashivji

+

Patwari (70), Shobharanji Jat (62), Akhilesh(18) and six otherswere badly beaten and taken to jail.

fate and fate of their generations to come,

day had waited for the officials to come). They were suddenly

of peace, Thoughall the three did not resist their arrest at all, they were

were arrested. on

this by male police ;

ir, Tiwari were all,present at the site while she wag beingbeaten up by male Police, Though she repeatedly told theseofficers that no male police e

Nandini Oza WES beaten With le

en ever touch, Woman, her pleas¥Were totellyv ignored. She @lso drew the attention of theCollector to the of the law by pdice in his presencebut he refused to do anvthing ebout it. Nandini Was then takto Kukshi police station where she wag badlv handled hy the
oe 04
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onen volice under the order of the Collector - her only crime

was to ask the Collector for tke medical aid. She was taken to
the hospital onlv at 2 a.m. in the night, after all the three
aurested gave up food and drink in tee protest.

Oke béhaviou the police towards Alok end Mohanbhai too Wes
)

atrocious. At Kukshifpolice stetion, the Collector abused them
end even offered bribe Fo Alok by seying that he would be imme-

fa Luv released if he vronised to leave the Andolan. 'hen the

Collectom!s offerHd was turned down, the Collector threatened
to jail them for 4 years or more. Later, an act that no law of
our Land allows was performed in the presence of the Collector
end the SP. Alok and Mohanbhai were ordered* remove their
clothes! They were then locked up in their underwears onty

The unlawful behaviouw of the administration and the police ®
did not stop here. At 1 when all the three arrested were pro-

handcuffs on even when thev were later taken to Dhar jail, and
AlokHH wes produced beforelthe SDM, Kukshifon 24th April, once:

again, with handcuffs on. Each time, Alok brought to the notice
of the SDM that there is a Suprem Court directive against
handcuffing - but he ignored it. The SDM even said that he

All the three arrested were jailed under section 151, 116(3)
ané 107. Hohanbhai was releasedpn 20th April itself whereas
Alok and Nandini were kept behind a. bars till 24/4/91 though
they were arrested under the same sections.

duced before the SDM, Alok and Mohanbhai were They had

cannot abide by every judgement given by the courts. teh

it
The lawlessness HHH of the administration amd the police crossed
its Limit on 19th April, 1991 when one of the Andolankaris

Mohammed Aspal went to Kukshi police station to know the
whereabouts of those arrested. Mohamed was begten up by the
police and was put in thdlock-up for two days and later in
the jail for two more davs. Some of his belongings were also
taken awav by tne police. He wis not even produced before tm
SDM within 24 hours of nis arrest. His only crame was - he
wanted ta knowthe whereabouts of those arrested by the police
the previous dey.

"e, the people of Narmada Bachao Andolan, seek justice against
the totally unlawful and atrocious behaviour of the state to

h our peecciul movement aud stop people from demandang
their fundamental rights.

* Nandini OZa
» Alok Agarwal.

Rees Wenham AAT


