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From,
Narmada Bachgo Andalan, ,
98, Mahatma _andhi Road, Dadsens
Badwani, (Madhya Pradesh ) é Ll -4

1O’The Chief Secretary,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
BHOPAL.

Dear Sir,

A note on an ineident that occured at Nisarpur on the
18th April 1991, giving details of the poliece atrocities that
were committed while unlawfully arrgstimg the undersigned and
and two of our workers and activists, named Alck Agarwal and
Mohanbhai Patidar 1s enclosed for your kind perusal.

At the time when we were beaing beaten up by the police
the collector of Dhar Mr, §harma, SIM of Kukshi Mr. Dafaria,

The Superintendent of Police Mr. Upadhyaya and the Sub Inspector
of Yolice Mr. Tiwari were present. In fact the “ollector of Dhar
had ordered tc beat us up. The police behaved in an atrocious maox
manner when none of us had resisted arrest, even though the
arrest itself was lllegal as none of us had commitisd any crime,
In view thereof,; We propose tc lodge a criminal complaint
against all the above mentioned four of{icers as all of them are
responsible officers of the 3tate and they hxd were duty bound
to stop the beatings forthwith and prevent hand cuffings of the
two of the activists. We request yeu to give us permission to
logge the complaints and procsed against them under the law of
the land.

We are awalting your reply at the esarliest granting

us the mezexxxxyx permission as scught by us,

Thanking You, ‘ /V
Yours Faitnfully,
For and on behalf of Nammada Ghati
Navnirman Samiti.Badwani.
( Narmada Bzchao Andolan )

Nandini Oza.




State Violence To Crush Narmada Bachao Ando#pn

i
|

sarmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is a non-violent movement g01ng on
ln tlie Narmada alley for the past five yeafs. This movement
has raised enough doubte in the minds of the people about the

controversial Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP), a dam the government
is determined to build, ‘

Though the Andolan, with the thousands of the ousteeg,has
approached all governments , including the Centre and the .
state, several times, with the issuss of ulsplacument env1ron—
went este,, the governments on each occgsglonAﬁurnedAdeaf

eur. bewuééént mess exauple being the 36 days' long 'dharna!
(demonbtrutlon) by 5,000 people on the Gujarat-Madhya Pradééh HH
border, with 7 of our people going on an indefinite hungeﬁ‘é

strike to draw the attention of the governments over an issue

‘ that will determine tihe fate of lakhs of tribals and peas ants
: to be displaced from their land they have been living on for
generations now. Though the fast of the seven people 1auted
For 22 days, there was no response from the government what
S0 ever. The people decided not %o loose the peecious llves;
of those on %he fgst over an unconcerned Centre and state
governments and returned to their villages with a stronger
determinetion to fight for their NEVHH rights, _?L
i

Though the movement is peaceful, the government has not only
turned a deaf ear to the Andolen, but in the past one year has
turned violent to ctush the people ang, thelr voiceé., The lathi
T e & AN s
cnaroe on hundreds gﬁ;pe cetil demonstrators an 6th April, 1990 =

. and dptn Jenuary, 1991 are some of the 1n01dents that have
hit ihe hedlines.

On one side the people are being beaten up and jeiled and _wHHEH

on the other han&the government has been staging a show (to

gain publicity) of being concerned about the problem of dis-

placement. SePeral times, the government ofricials, the Narmada

Vallev Development Author1+V(NVDA) the Torld Bank and the

Sard Sarover Narmade Higam ( SSNNL) representatives have passed

through tne submergence v;llages without meetlng the people

to nold meetings in the Circuit House of Badwpni (MP)- in the
absence of the people's representatives— only|, to advertlse in

the newspapers later that +he government is Worklng towards

the solution to the problem of dispacement, This is a routine,

& fraud bv the government to gain public opinion in their favour

even when the government has not been able to hgve g 1nlform

p‘deLaﬂ i
rehabilitation poliwy for the people of the three stutes 1%JT%T .
be affected - even on &ee paper,
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The people of our valley were, therefore, not surprised on 17th
An-il, 1991, when one more attempt to gain tke publicity was
made by the state. But this time, things werr different;for.,
no orulnary officers were erpiyana s O 0, Patel the Chairman
of SSNNL, the Chief Secretary of Gujarat y SeC.Jdain, the Chief
of NVDA were comming to Badwani to hold talks with the local
officers. Once ahaln the people to be aifected vy the dam Qere
tedlt out of the plcture. But, as always, radio and newspapers
carried ti® stories that these people were going to visit |
vhe submergence area and mee 't people. The truth was that, none
of the villagers were informed about their programme nor was
any visit planned to anv of the to be affected villages. The, | pooh
people did not find this behaviour of the government unnatural.
People understand that the representgtfives of the state do not
wish to meet them; firstly, because they are not concerned and
secondlv because thev do not want to face defeat and humiliation
by not being able to give answers to people 's questions, ‘%%'
,}-3
The people decided not to 1gnore their visit, for, they felt
that they had a fundamental right to know as to what is thelr
ati}@nd Vho else can give betier answers than S.C.Jain and
C.C.Patle ? Therefore, on 1uth Aprll the day of their viait,
hunareds of Vljluocro assembled Onlloute the officers were
zpected to take. People, iucluding women and children, alﬁed
patiently for their arrival. A1l those who had assembled polltely
stopped the Collector of Dhar (MP),one Hr. Sha{HE ggqryguyas
requested to announce the the programme of the;x_ayrtvai.c%b the
utter amggement of the reople, the Collector replied that he was
unavare of any such visit hy any officers and rudely told the
people that they should contact neWSpaper reporters if they have
thleUGd information from the newspa pers. The people have grown

wy,fva—pe% to trust the government offigers and so, they decided
to continue to wait.

It turned out to be 1 long wait for the people.... The Collector
after rcoching his destination (Kukshi) decided to take the
fon afficials from g deéfrerent and longer route to Badwani as
thev did not care to meet the hundreds of people Waiting on the
roads since morning under the hot sun of April, The longer route,

Lot g e o)

ALLQLQHVGG&%d aveid o 1ot of beople, passed through two of the
submergence villages - Nerma adanagar and Chlkhalda. Hundveds of
people had assembled at both these places too,

AT Fermadanagar, as soon as the people saw the cars o the

; !
offdécers, police Jjeeps, vans etc.,arriving, few people nmoved |

i

forw:rd and requesied them to stop. The cars stopped, mpe v
...3
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Collector got dowm from his veh?p&gb%ﬁd Without ga moment'sv
hesitation ordered the police tq\lathi-charge. The police imme-
diatelv crackeg down on ithc People m;rcilessly, without any |
Warning at gll, Police &%gﬁibersé}. Women were beaten by tég male
police, several of them&seriously injured md later hospitalized,
Amba Lal, a crippled buy of 20, was pulled down from his HHEIH
Wheclchair and was beaten ‘$ill he bled. Bhura Tal Was beaten

U0 an extent that he hag to have stiches on his heag, Nandu|Bai,
28 old lady of 80 ‘years was ot lert out. She was ruthglessly

beaten and had to be hospitalized, A1l this while, the collector
and ell the top officers Watched 1t}

theyv were totally omen Were crying
oug of pain dug to the blows of lathis HE by male police,

After dispersing all those assembleg at Narmadanagar, tle: officers
and the police foree movegd towards Chikhldg where more People HH
Were walting %o talk tg C.C.Patel and Sharad Changd dean, Af
Chikhalda too, without prior Warning, the police took to lathi-
charge ang Several were injured. Some of them, like Sadashivji

Patwari (70), Shobharamji Jat o2y, Akhileshf18) and six others
Were badly beaten ang taken to jaij,

The only crime

CeC.Patel 2ng s going to decide their
fate and fate of their generations tg come, '

Worse siill ﬁzzéto follow.
and arrests, the activists of the And
Agarval and Hohanbhai Patidgr were returning beek to BadWani,_
from g village name’ " d Bhavanriva ( where thex{earlier in theé@
day had waited for the officials to come). They were suddenly |
stopped gt Nisarpur by 3—4 police Jeeps and were arrested on i
the grounds that they vwere a cause or breach of peace, Thoughﬁg
Gt *he thvee d1d not vesier fukiy arrest at a1, I
Beéverely beaten uo,

they were i

Nandini 0gzg Was beuten brutglly With lethig by male Police

The Collector of Dhar, Mr, Shearma, ¢he SP, Mr, Upadhyaya,
the SDM of Kukshi Nr, Dafuriva and the sub Inspector of Kukshi
Ur, Tiwari were all,present gt the site whije she wag being
beaten up by Dale police, Though she repeatedly told thege :
officers that ne male police can evep touchi%oman, her pleasg f
viere totollv ignored, She also drew tle attention of thg
Collector to the bzeach of the law by pdice in his bresence,
but he refuseg to do anvthing about it. Nandini was then taken '

to Kukshi police station Where she wasg badly handleg hy the
n
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omnen police under tie order of the Collector = her only crime

to ask the Collector for tke medical aide She was taken to
the hospital onlv at 2 a.m. in the night, afber all the three
arrested gave up food and drink in be=e protest.

Mmoo,

'he behaviouyof the police towards Alok end Mohanbhai too wgs
dtrocious. At Kukshifpolice stetion, the Gollector abused them
and cven offered bribe $o Alok by saying that he would be imme-
dictelv zeleesed if he vronised to leave the Andolan. ‘‘hen the
Callectolds offerEd was turned down, the Collector threctened
10 jadl Lhenm For 4 yeors or more., Later, an act that no law of
our land allows was performed in the presence of the Collector
and the SP. Alok and Mohanbhai were ordered t# remove their

. . . 14
‘clothesl Mhey were then locked up in their underwears only/!

The unlawful behavioue of the administration and the police ‘
did not stop here, At 1 a.m, Wwhen all the three arﬁested were pro-
duced before the SDM, Alok and Mohanbhai were éﬁaineéz Théy had
handcuffs on even when thev were later taken to Dhar jeil, and
AlokHH wes produced beforefthe SDM, Kukshilon 24th April, once
again, with handcuffs on., Each time, Alok brought to the notice
of the SDM that there is a Supreme Court directive against
handeuffing = but he ignored it. The SDM even said thatl he:
canmot ebide by every judgement given by the courts.

i

A1l the threc arrested were jailed under section 151, 116(3)!

ang 107. lohanbhai wWas releaseqhn 20th April itself whereas

Alok and Nandini were kept behin@ txe bars till 24/4/91 though [
they were arrested under the same sections.

I‘:

The lawlessness HHH of the administration and the police crdssed
ite limit on 19th April, 1991 when one of the Andolankaris
Mohanmgd Aspal went to Kukshi police station to know the |
whereabouts of those arrested. Mohamed was begten up by the meidg
police and was put in thdlock-up for two days and later in
ne jail for two more davse. Some of his belongings were also
taken away by tie police¢ He Yes not:-even produced before tln
SDM within 24 hours of his arrest., His only crame was - he |

§
§

wanted to know/he whereavouts of those arrested by the polibe
whie brevious daye

‘e, the people of Narmada Bachao Andolan, seek justice against

tile totally unlawful and atroncious behaviour of the state to

crush our pesceiul movement and stop people from demarding
tHieir fundancnial rigjlits.
\]

Jandini 0zZg
¢ AlOk Agar\';alo




