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The Haryana Wildlife Department proposes to se up a wildlife sanctuary atMori on 4882 hectares
(ground 12,00 acres}, as this area is rich in flore and fama. This area includes EKhol Patten, a protected
forest area in Belwali, Mandana, Asrewali and Bir Ghaggar. Originally, the Wildlife wing of the Forest
Department had earmarked an area of over 50,000 acres. Itwas, however, asked to shrink the proposed area
under the sanctuary to 12,259 acres

Nov 26,The Tribune
Winged visitors are here again /Bipin Bhardwaj
Withwinter setting and the mercury falling, the winged visitors from Siberia are here again This time the
guests are on scheduled and they will be watched oy bird lovers in various wetlands, parks ard sanctuaries
located in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Union Territary of Chandigarh and same ather parts of the
region

eeeThe firet flack of these roisratary hirds that arrived rewth-and was inined hy another flack in the first
week of this month.
Arecord number ofover 30,000 migratory birds ofover 45 species have arrived in the PongDam reservoir
in Bangra Vauey ofHimacha Pradesh and over three times more are expected.
After the Bhatarpur Sanctuary, the PongDam reservoir is the only place where the red-mecked grebe halt
every year. The most common species of the migratory birds that descend here include ruddy-shell duck,
bar-headed geese, millard, coot, pochard, pintails and galls.
These birds come from China, Siberia, Central Asia, Pakistan and Ladakh andhalt here on route their
destinations in the country, Hirnachal Wildlife and Forest authorities said.
The rrdgratory birds were alsa spotted in lske in Simmer and Rewalsar lake inMandi district.
After: of the huge growth ofhyacinth on the water sheet by the Army authorities, the Harike
Wildlife Sanctuary in Ferogepore, Punjab, has attracted 25,000 to 30,000 birds of various species so far.
The wild growth had engulfed a section of the water body leaving hitle space for the rehabilitation of the
birds. Apart fromm Sultanpur National Park near Gurgaon, Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary near Jhajjar in
Haryana, Banjli, Breta, Hargobindpur, Thein Dam, Ropar, ChhatBir Zoo water feature and some other
known wetlands of the region have also received flocks of these birds.
As per the reports of the HaryanaWildlife department more than 1,500 raigratory birds of 25 species,
including four avocets, three purple herons, fourmarshall's iora, a Jaceana, commerantmanymore were
noticed in SultanpurNational Park and Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary last week.
During a visit to the Chhat Bir Zoo the Tritune Tear saw the water feature dottedwithmore than 3500
migratory birds. There was a flutter ofwings as Tribune lensman E.ararn Singh targeted his camera to shoot
therm. Birds that have arrived at Chhat Bir Zoo inchide tufted pochard,mallard duck, wizeon, shoveller,
common teal, pintail duck, gadwall, Indianmoorhens, nakta, spot bili, brahminy duck and painted stork,
confirmedMr Vinod Sharma, ChiefWarden, (Zoos), Punjab.
Lotus had covered over 40 per cent of the lake area last year. Bur this year that cover has been removed and
the vast water sheet has attractedmore birds this year, he claimed.
The arrival of the migratory birds is less in Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh because of the ongoing water sports
and the visitors who throng this tourist spot frequently.
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The tribune Pong Lake: Popularwith winged visitors
Rajendra RajanIT'S a wintermorning. An intense cold breeze grips the visitors as sun begins to unfold gradually on thevast Pong reservoir. Winged guests from Siberia and Central Asian countries slowly start. descending on theblue waters. By noon one can see the entire expanse of the Shahnahar barrage dottedwith dark 'pearls'.Being one of the largestman-made wetlands in the country, Pong Lake in Eangra district ofHimachalPradesh attractsmore than 230 species ofmigratory and resident birds, Renamed Maharana Pratap SagarBandh a few years ago, the reservoir offers an opportunity to nature lovers to meet some of the world'smost exotic birds.
The artificial Pong Lake is spread over 307 sq lon Br is 41.5 km long and 19 km wide during rainy season.The HP Government has declared the Pong reservoir as a sanctuary for the protection and propagation ofwildlife, while theMinistry ofEnvironment declared it a national wetland in 1994
As early as in 1920, aBritishPolice Officer recarded 27 species of birds around the Beas river. Prior to1976, the Beas flowed in the region Thousands of farnilies were displaced for the construction ofPongDam.
The take is an excellent feeding ground for certain insectivorous, herbivorous, wading and diving waterbirds. Some ofthe common birds visiting the lake are Brahmuny ducks, sarus crane, black-necked grebes,red-necked greves, large cormorants, Indian shag, darter, eattern grey heron, pintails, large egrets, littleegrets, cattke egrets, black stork, bar-headed goose, mallards, gadwalls, wigeons, shovllers, commonpochards, white-eyed pochards, tufted duck, Indian moorhens, Indian purple moorhens, coots, grest black-headed gulls, black-headed gulls, little gulls, river tems, osprey andmarsh harriers. The red-necked grebeWas Sighted in this wetland for the first time in February 1989.

The wetlands in Europe andNorth and Central Asia freeze duringwinters and the food supply becomesinadequate under snow cover. Millions ofwater birds after breeding in summer undertake journeys alongthe major river valleys over the continent ofAsia and the western Pacific regions to spend winter inmorecongenial climatic conditions of the Indian subcontinent. Amassive number of rnigratory water birds visitthe Pong wetland every year and add to the natural beauty of this area. They generally start reaching PongLake from October onwards and begin their journey back during the end ofMarch. According to the surveydone by the wildlife wing, about 70,000 migratory birds were counted during the year 2000-2001.The census ofmigratory birds in the Pong reservoir is taken in Feonuary every yearby the wildlife wing ofthe Forest Department. The entire lake area is divided into eight segments. Rowing boats are used to avoidany disturbance to the birds while counting their mamber. Census recards show that the number ofwaterfowls has increased considerably over the last three years. As per the survey conducted in February2002, there were asmany as 1,14,082migratory birds. It was found that the mumber of bar-headed geeseand pintails had gone up considerably. Anumber of bar-headed geese, Brahminy ducks were found in
found inmarshes, freshwater lakes and fields. This bird was seen in a small pand on the shore of the lake.Black stork, a Carnivorous, breeds in Eurasia and is a wintermigrant to northern India. White stork andwhite-necked storkwere also sighted this year in the sanctuary area after a long period. Intensive patrollingand supervision is being done in and ground Pong Lake to shield these winter guests from poachers.The Pong reservoir has four islands: two ofwhich- Rainsar and Karu- have plenty of space apart from: s congenial habitat for the winter guests. All the four islandswith rich flora and fmma provide an attractivebase for the birds.

4 Despite its various attractions-migratory birds, water sports, angling, etc -Pong Lake continues toremain a secluded spot. This may be because of security restrictions around the darn srea. However, the ;State government has endeavoured to bring Pong Lake on the international touristmap. A spacious andbeautiful restaurant was opened two years ago. The construction of civil taminal at Pathankot airport islikely to give an impenis to the flow of tourists to thePongwetland, The reseryor 25 sbout 70 km fromPathankot.

green fields. Black stork was sighted on December 14, 2002, after a period of shout 15 years. It is generally
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APPOINTMENTS
URGENTLY REQUIRED
Counter Sales Promoters(Female-Part time)
Pleasantpersonality with customer oriented approach,
fluency in English,Hindi,Marathi is necessary.

Driver
Driving lincense and willingness to
work hard.Minimum 2-3 years
experience is required.
Candidates who can join immediately
maywalk-in for interview
with detail bio-data at:

WALK IN INTERVIEW
On 4th Sth & 6th March 200

AIC
REFRIGERATION

MECHANIC

and Air Conditioning. Ability to install/repair window/split
A/Cs, water cooler, deep freezer etc. Minimum 3 years
experience in the, field and own two wheeler is a must.

We offer all the statutory employment benefits.
Salary will not be a constraint for the right candidate.

interested candidates who can join immediately,
may walk In on 5/3/2001 between
4.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. with bio-data at -

MACRO SOFTWARES
Fastest growing Software development & internet
solution provider Company in Pune urgently required
M/F BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVES.

Qualification: Graduate with Internet &,
Software background.

Experience: J yr. experience in any
Web Hosting & Software Development company.

Fresher can apply for Junior post.
WALK IN FOR INTERVIEW

ON SUNDAY 4TH BETWEEN 11 & 3 P.M.

Macro Softwares, Prasun Arcade, 3rd Floor,
Off. No. 9, Pimpri, Pune-18, Ph. 7441791

Transworld CompressorTechnologies Ltd.
Transworld is the largest after market importer
and distributor of compressor spares with a
network of over 100 dealers.
MARKETING EXECUTIVES:
SKILLS : Background in spares & industrial sales
upto 5 years of experience. Degree /Diploma in Engg.

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO CEO & MD
SKILLS Steno, Computer Independent,
correspondance & admin., Min'5 years of exp.
Ex-Stenographer from Bank and institution will be
preferred.
Please apply within 10 days to: Box No, PD-1153
Indian Express, Aurora Towers, Camp, Pune - 1.

. WEAREAN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

WANTED
¢ PRODUCTION ENGINEER
* SALES ENGINEER
DESIGN ENGINEER'
DRAFTSMAN

with 3/4 years experience preferably in the field of
IBR Boilers, Heat Exchangers, Pressure Vessels
Furnaces etc.
Should apply to:

=SHUBHAM UDYOe
J-359, MIDC, Bhosari,

Pune - 411 026. Ph : 7122 684
E -mail: shubhamudhyog@vsni.net

Candidate should be ITI qualified in Refrigeration

tila
salex 'Shilpa Chambers' 1187/33 ShivajinagarSonu Ciferi Lim

1137/10, Parvatl Sadan, Rege Path, Model@ateng; Off Road. Pune 411 005Pune 411 016. Ph. SB78485,

WANTED FOR A 3 STAR HOTEL> Marketing Executive (lady) manemex:.
- > Housekeeping Supervisormamas...> Telephone Operate> Security Guards (Ex-Servicemen)um:> Room boys

Walk in for Interview on th ra 5th March,
2001 between 11.00 a.m. & 2.00 p.m.

ans Tech Projects Pvt. Ltd.
REOUIRES

> Chemical Engineers with 1/2
years Plant/ Projects experience.> Fresh BCS graduates for
Development of SCADA Graphics.> CAD Operators: 2 to 3 years
experience.
Please send your resume to

scadap@yahoo.com
with bio-data and passport size photograph.

SYSTEMS EXECUTIVE 10 Nos
deal candidates wili be a Graduate with 2 + years of experience in
-Sustomer support of Software products with knowledge of sétting
up Internet and Messaging. Fluency of english is a Pre-requisite.
Candidates with experience in mplementation of any sales/
Stock/Accounting Package will be praferred.
Job Profile ;
The incumbent will ba responsible for nstallation and training of
sales & distribution software in Tamilnadu & Kamataka The above
Position requires extensive touring and candidate's willingness to
travel to any location in the country. The above positions are for
temporary period. Please contact on 5660313/14 to fix up your
appointment, you can also mail your resume to jobs@uberall.net

€-503, DSK Vindavanam, Model Colony,
Shivajinagar, Pune 411 016
Tel. +91-20-5660313, 5660314 Uberall
Fax : +91-20-5879820 E-mail: ram@myuberal.com SOLUTIONS (8) LTD.

REQUIRED
A YOUNG ENERGETIC ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT
GRADUATE WITH 2-3 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN

SHARE ACCOUNTING AND ALLIED WORK USING
CUSTOMISED SOFTWARE PACKAGE OR TALLY 5.4
TO GENERATE MLS. REPORTS ON A
DAILY/WEEKLY BASIS AND FINAL ACCOUNTS AT
YEAR END FOR AN INVESTOR. GOOD
COMPENSATION PACKAGE FOR THE RIGHT
CANDIDATE.
PLEASE APPLY TO BOX NO. PD-1150, THE INDIAN
EXPRESS, AURORA TOWERS, PUNE 411001.

A REPUTED BANK NEEDS
FRESH/EXPERIENCED

Manscan's Personality Clinicis making a pioneering effort in
Human Brand Management through active researching, we have
developed a number of high voltage human transformation
Products that would be of enormous benefit to the individual and
corporate.We requires

APTECH COMPUTER EDUCATION
(BIBVEWADI BRANCH)

REQUIRES
4. FACULTY: Candidate should possess any 4-6
of the following skill sets:-
C, C++, VC++, MFC, ASP, JSP, VB6, WIN NT, ADV
JAVA, KNOWLEDGE OF NETWORKING.
2. COUNSELLOR: Female graduate who are
highly target oriented with excellent
communication and marketing skills.
Candidate having experience will be preferred.

Interviews will be conducted on

5th, 6th, 7th & 8th March between 9 am and 9 pm
Contact No. 4226811

HOTEL SHANTAI
Shantai Park, Near Cycle Society
10/3, Rasta Peth, Pune 11011

> Career Audit - 2. > Prodigy Foundation -2.
Bacon a comp ex ma cat on eyerc se

ARIST HARMACEUT CALS LTD
REQUIRES.

Medicai Representatives for
Pune & Kolhapur H.Q'S.

It you are B.Sc /8.Pharm., under 25 years of age with

Business Executives :

ECT
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MIGRATORY BIRDS ARE LEAVING THEIR HABITAT AWHOLE MONTH IN ADVANCE
Te -_

Frequent fliers exit the Pong dam transit lounge
The drought is driving out the birds from this picturesque region in

Himachal Pradesh. ASHWANI SHARMA reports
YING nivulets are not the
only signs ofworsening con-
ditions this picturesque
area. The birds are also fast

disappearing Water levels at the Pong

formigratorybirds 1s at 1ts lowest ever
and despite record arnvals last Novem
ber, the earlymigrationof thebirds from
the reservorr area ts being attributed to
unfavourableweatherconditions.

Bymid February, the bird count has
been reduced to almost half the number
oftheirarrivals.Scientists fromZoological
SurveyofIndia (ZSD), say this 1sunprece-
dented. The lake was declared a bird
sanctuary in the early '80s and as a na
tionalwetlandm 1994

Pongdam, the largestmanmadewet-
landinnorthern India, came about as the
resultofthe construction ofadam on the
Rwver Beas for hydel and immgation pur-

Fedby fivemajor streams emanating
from the Dhauladhar ranges in the Kan
gra valley, the lake - which now also
awaits to be declared an mternational
wetland-measures314 square km

It attractsover60,000birdseveryyear
andprovides them adiverse habitat, from
marshyareas todeep swamps Afterwater
recededbynearly 180sqm, thebirds have
been deprived of them feeding grounds
With the climate getting warmer, the
birdshavebeen forcedoutof themhabitat
awholemonthnadvance

This has got scientists wormed. Dr
HLS Mehta, directorofthe Solan-based,

high altitude zoology field station of the
ZSI reveals that teams have been sent to
Pongdam to study the impactofthe soar-
ing temperature and drought conditions
on earlybirdmigrations

The Himachal wildlife department
census conducted last December claims
an arrival of 81,848 birds this season,
which PK.Gupta,the range officer says
washighestever ZSI authoritieshowever
dispute the clam The exact bird count,
they say,was just littlemore than 50,000
birds, ofwhich over 20,000 have already
migrated.

Gupta says early migration of the
birds, first was noticed in mid January,
and subsequent investigations by senor
wildife officials confirmed a large chunk
of these birds having left their habitat
Gupta defends thewildlife census as be-
ingmost accurate and clams that 50,000
birdsare still around.

According to Dr Sanjeeva Pandey,
currentdirector of theGreatHimalayan
National Park (GHNP), who had done
in-depth studiesonmigratory patternsof
waterbirds at the Pong dam bird sanctu-
ary, a total of 54 bird species have been
recorded, ofwhich 39 are now common.
The number of species have been fairly
stable since 1988

Wildlife officals categorse bird
species also on the basis of their migra
tions A few are local species, moving
down to the sanctuary from nearby habi
tats seagch of feedmg grounds after.
some of their traditional sources dry up
One category moves in from the higher
a

mountams, includingTibet andBaluchis-
tan Finally, there are those commg m
from Sibena, North China andMongo-
ha. Itis thiscategory,which svery sensitive
to the nse temperatures and make a
quickexitwhen the climate turnshotter

Dr Virender Sharma, the former
pnnepal scientific officer for the
machal Pradesh Council for Science and
Technology He suggests the need for
studying the migration of birds at other
wetlands to arrive atsome conclustons for
the present, rather unexpected, depar-
ture Heat and recedingwater levels are
also reasons,Dr Sharma beheves.

Purshotam, aboatman at Pong reser-
voir who has been observing mipratory
patterns of thewater birds for the last 22
years, claims the pre summer departure
ofthebirds perhaps the firsthehadever
seen Alarge trackofmarshy land, which
had once been a feeding ground, 1s now
totallyparched this ime The lowermg of
the water levels has made more land
available forcultrvation

In fact, some partsofthis regionwhich
were once wetlands arewheat fields to-
day and look like they are a partofPun
jab! "Normally thewater levels at 1,340-
1,352 sqftm February This time it stood
at 1310 square feet as on February 15,"
says Purshotam.

This has enabled farmers like Rand-

8

fur Singh andBilbir Singh-both broth-
ers - to sow 350 kg ofwheat seed in the
dryshores But there 18no guarantee that
theywouldbeable toharvestagood crop
asaresult.

Dam lake north India's largest habitat

The duo arewitnessing dryingof the
crop because of the lack of rains Local
panchayatpradhan, Jeet Singh Pathama,
observes.that since the entire belt 1s cur-
rently experiencing severe droughtwith
practically no rains since the last mon-
soons, the water level at the lake was
bound to fall as its feeding rivershave also
dred up If such conditions continue,
then lake could be seriously affected
"The arrival of the migratory birds will
also get adversely affected," he fears and

hopes against hope that the rains will
bless thehills

Environmentalists have another their attempts to protect the migratory
cause forworry human interference, par
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ticularly farming, 15 posmga threat to
gratorybirds

The Bareheaded Geese,which feed
on green shoots of winter crops lke
wheat andmaize, destroys the crops and
farmers use variousmethods to ehminate

« them
The state's mimuster for scence and

technology, Rayan Sushant,who early this
month convened a meeting of various
stakeholders,mcluding the local commu
nities, has advised government agencies
to revise them earlier approach and in-
volve the local people at every step m

How's this for a birdie?
THE Rednecked Grebe was spotted for the first
tance in India at Pong dam,while the Blackheaded

Gull are uncommon.
Gull, theGreat blackheadedGull, and theHerring

Morecommonbird speciesmiclude: theBarhe
Goose, the BrahmmyDuck, the Ruddy Shelduck,
the Pinta the Cormorant, the Egrets, the Indian
SarusCrane, theGadwall,theHeron, the Pochards,

AParpleMooerben theCoots, the Shovelers, the Black Stork, Sky
Purple Moorhen, Indian, Moorhen, Blackbeltied

"Fetns,Warblersand Babblers. particularlyplentfalmoumber There
were andkkestimated28,000ofthem.Cormorantswerenext,at27,000

birds.



Drought forces
birds to leave
Pong sanctuary

DHARAMSALA, FEB. 14. The dro-
ught-like condition in and aroundthe Pong bird sanctuary has
forced a majority of the migratorybirds to leave the wetland earlythis season.

Premature departure of migra-
tory birds from the Pong lake was
being attributed to the early risein temperature and paucity of
feed due to long-dry spell in the
region. According to the officialcensus carried out in December
last, an all-time high of 80,000 mi-
gratory birds had been recorded,but with the exodus of brahmini
ducks, coots, mallards and bar-
headed gulls much before their
usual departure time, the numberof birds in the lake alarminglywent down to about 60,000.
Since these birds are very sensi-tive to climatic conditions, theyleave if the weather hots up,

Range Officer (wild life) Mr. P.K,
Gupta, said here. Normally thesebirds begin to arrive in Novemberand their population peaks dur-
ing December, January and Feb--
ruary. ot

They leave the Sanctuary byMarch. According to .Mr. PK.
Gupta, about 50 bird species visitthe lake. They fly in from Tibet,central Asia, Europe, Siberia, Ba-luchistan and the snow-bound ar-
eas of Himachal Pradesh.

visit the sanctuary 'are coots,Brahmini ducks, black-headed
gulls, pin-teals, common po-chards, cranes, cormorants, bar-headed gulls, mallards, largeegrets, red-eye 'pochards, com-
mon grey teals, red-necked grebe,tuft ducks, gadwalls arid Indian

Among the migratory birds that

UNI
river tern besides loal species.


