CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION TO NBSAP AND TO THE NATIONAL PLAN

1.1 Background and objective of the NBSAP

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) process is an outcome of the widely felt need
for a consolidated report on the direction that India should take for conservation, and sustainable and
equitable use of biodiversity and biological resources, as also of the country's commitments under the UN
Convention -on Biological Diversity. It is a project of Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF),
Government of India funded by the Global Environment Facility through United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). A unique aspect of the project has been that the technical execution was done through
a Technical and Policy Core Group (TPCG), which was coordinated by a NGO Kalpavriksh. The
administrative coordination was done by the Biotech Consortium India Ltd.

India became a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in June 1992. The Convention
came into force on December 29, 1993. So far, over 174 countries, including India have ratified the CBD.
Article 6 of the CBD requires parties to prepare NBSAPs. These NBSAPs are to serve as the main
nstruments for implementation of the CBD at a national level. Article 6b specifically mandates the
integration of biodiversity conservation and sustainable use into various sectors. India’s NBSAP has been
prepared under this mandate.

In 1994, the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOoEF) initiate consultations with representatives from
ministries, governmental agencies, NGOs, and academicians for preparing a national action plan for
biodiversity conservation. A core group comprising of representatives from various governmental
authorities and autonomous institutions under the Government of India was constituted for this purpose.

Adopting an extensive consultative process, the MoEF prepared a National Policy and Macrolevel Action
Strategy on biodiversity, in 1999. This document is a macro-level statement of policies, gaps and strategies
needed for conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. A need for a more detailed plan,
including state level action planning, was felt. For this purpose, The MoEF accessed funds from the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to start the
process of preparing the NBSAP. In a unique move, MoEF decided to request an independent, non-
governmental body to carry out the technical coordination of the process. After examining proposals invited
and received from a number of NGOs and institutions, MoEF assigned the Technical execution of the
project to a 15 member Technical and Policy Core Group (TPCG), coordinated by an NGO Kalpavriksh.
The TPCG, which was set up by the MoEF comprises of professionals from different parts of the country
with expertise and experience in different fields related to biodiversity. The administrative execution was
entrusted to Biotech Consortium India Limited (BCIL), a public limited company promoted by the
Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India and all India financial institutions.

In April 2002, while India’s NBSAP was underway, the Strategic Plan of the Convention on Biological

Diversity was decided at the 6™ Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP)

at the Hague, as a vision for the implementation of the conventions by 2010. Two operational goals of this

Strategic Plan, stated that:

* NBSAPs and the integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors serve as an effective
framework for the implementation of the objectives of the convention.

*  There is a better understanding of the importance of biodiversity and the Convention and this has led to
broader engagement across society in implementation.

India’s NBSAP had from the very beginning taken the integration of biodiversity concerns into various
sectors as one of its main process goals. Raising awareness of the importance of biodiversity has been part
of the process of preparing the NBSAP (See Annexure ii for full description of the process) and is a major
component of the plan itself.

The NBSAP Project Directorate was based at the MoEF with the Joint Secretary, MoEF as the National
Project Director. A National Steering Committee with Additional Secretary, MoEF as the Chairperson and
representatives from eight ministries, the Planning Commission, UNDP and four NGO experts, provided
overall guidance to the process.







