THE POND HERON or PADDY-BIRD

The Pond Heron (46cms) is a chameleon.
When he flies he is white, when he lands he
is brown, or rather brownish because even
on the ground he can assume several hues
depending on whether the sun is on him
(definitely brown), or behind him (dark
grey), or if you see him side-on (all one
colour) and head-on or tail first (bits of
white). He can also adopt several poses —
alert like a heron when at work, horizontal
like a seagull or squashed flat when he can
often disappear completely into the herbage.
You will see him most often in wet paddies
and also near rivers and jheels and
sometimes he will perch rather ridiculously
on  the very top of small trees and even on
telegraph poles, but never on the wires.
When he flies you can distinguish him from
an egret by the flopping rhythm of his
wings, a stumpy tail and absence of trailing
black legs. He never seems to do so much
work as the egrets, often standing immobile
for hours on end while they forage all
around him. Rather than go after them, he
waits for a frog or small fish to come to him.
He seldom utters a sound except for a feeble
croak if he is startled.
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