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The National Foundation for India is an independent, Indian grant-making and
fundraising body helping people improve their own lives. Founded in 1992, NFI
aims to support long term development initiatives that are community based and
driven and that work towards building a just and equitable society. Today NFI
makes a difference by supporting partners who look for innovative solutions to

complex problems in poor, remote and challenging parts of the country.

It is within this perspective of supporting social change and constructive work
in the broadest sense of the term that NFI has been working for the last 15
years. In these years the foundation’s programs have evolved to support work in
the fields of elementary education, community health, livelihood security, local
governance, peace and justice, citizens and society, and development journalism.
The resources for the grants that NFI makes are drawn from the interest of its
corpus which now stands close fo 25 crores and by raising resources from other

philanthropic institutions, individuals, and corporate donors.

In 2003 The David and Lucile Packard Foundation made NFI a generous grant
of US$ 6,50,000 towards addressing the concerns of adolescent reproductive
and sexual health (ARSH) in the states of Jharkhand and Bihar. At the time NFI
had no prior experience in the field of ARSH issues per se, but had worked with a
number of high-quality NGOs in the region supporting programs to battle gender
discrimination and improve the wellbeing of the girl child.

Moreover, The Packard Foundation also provided a great deal of capacity building
support to NFI. They helped the foundation build a strategy to identify the causes
of poor reproductive and sexual health and develop communication techniques
to enable our grantee partners to initiate dialogues within their communities to
reflect critically about their own responsibilities in enabling young people to be
sexually aware and responsible and also be more caring and supporting of each
other as couples and companions. Identifying suitable practices in the field to
implement and also the idea of local communities examining their own beliefs
and working to establish more gender sensitive and equal relations was a big
challenge during the course of the project.






