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Suggestions for reducing congestion on Manekji Mehta
Road

A proposal has been mooted to widen Manekji Mehta road from the existing two
lanes to four lanes in an attempt at reducing traffic congestion this road.
However, such a widening will have a negative impact not only on the tree cover
and bio-diversity of the region, but also on the security of a sensitive military
zone, and the congestion problem itself which the widening is meant to solve.
This document discusses the pitfalls of the proposed solution and suggests three
alternative solutions to solve the problem of Manekji Mehta Road.

Problems with proposed widening

Transport perspective

It is now well accepted in transport planning circles in India and around the world
that increasing road width alone does not help solve traffic congestion problems.
Instead, it only induces more vehicles to get on to the road and thus exacerbates
the problem it was meant to solve. Infact, we all are witness to this. Examples
abound from Pune, India and the world:
e Ganeshkhind road is as choked now as 10 years ago in spite of road

widening, tree cutting and flyover building.

Bangalore has also extensively widened its roads to no avail.

Atlanta, Bangkok, UAE and Los Angeles are well known examples of road

widening not solving traffic congestion problems.

Instead, improved facilities for public transport, pedestrians and cyclists are the
cornerstones of improvement in urban transport. These views are also echoed in
policy statements issued by the Government of India, such as the National Urban
Transport Policy (2006) and the Report of the Working Group for the 11" Five
Year Plan on Urban Transport including MRTS. Figures 1 to 4 present some
relevant snippets from these documents and a recent newspaper interview with
an international expert on urban transport. We will be happy to share the
complete documents with you if desired.
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Fig 1: National Urban Transport Policy, page 9







