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Follow-up of Empowered Group decision.on
National Science & Engineeting Research Board (NSERB)

As decided at the 10th meeting of the Empowered Group held
on 9.2.89, a meeting was convened by the Member Secretary; Empowered
Group on April 17, 1989 to consider a general approach to evofving a suitable
mechanism fo1 supporting science and engineering research. A strategy
atound the theme proposed by Prof. Yash Pal, Chainman, UGC wab discussed
in detail and it was agreed that a diaft outfine of such a strategy be prepared
by him and the undetrsigned. This paper in consultation with Prog. C N R

Rac would then be citculated tc.r alf concened.

2 I have since rteceived a letter fromi Cabinet Secretatial that the
said waper be prepared expeditiousty. 1 had mentioned to Shii T N Seshan,
Cabinet Secretawy that since the main theme dircussed was essentially P10f.
Vash Pal's, 1 had te sit with him tc prepare the paper and 1-undertook to
de »o immediately after my retuwn - which & what 1 am doing through this

aote

4 : A duaft of the paper has since been prepated by Piof. Yash Pal.
t am in agreement with it, 1 have made one ¢t twe minor changes. 1 have
not been able to discuss the draft with Prof. C N R Rac as he is not here -
but in view of the urgency, 1 am sending him a copy as in any case the matter
will be finatised in the Empowered Group meeting. The papet for .discu&.bion
by the Empowered Gioup 4 placed at Flag 'A’'.

4. Cabinet Secretawy had earlier inquized about my views. 1 had
- mentioned that they were conveyed to all concewned vide my note dated

7.2.89. A copy of the same 3 enclosed o1 kind information.
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\ Vasant Gowariker )
Secretary
10.7.1989
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Chaitman, Empowered Group (Sh1é T N Sesnan;

ce:
Member-Secretawy-1D1 P J Lavakanre)
Empowered Gioup

P1of. C N R Rao
Pro4. Yash Pal.




An_Umbrella structure fon funding Science & Engineering
Research :

A draft by Prof Yash Pal & Dr Vasant Gowariker pon
discussion in the Empowered Group

There (4 no question that we need to have a unigied

approach gor development of 4science and technolocy in the

country. Such a unification {4 currently meant to ke achieved
through the {act that we have a Ministry of Sciznce and
Technology directly undex the Prime Ministen. H-veven,
the Departments under this Ministry {function moie o.. <244
independently, with their own mandates and controlling i¢.ic-
ture. Furthermore, a great deal of Acience is outhi-'e this
Ministry, This includes, viz DRDO Laboratonies, ._AR

ICMR  Laboratornies and activities under various e

Ministrnies, such as Industry, Tefecommunication, Broa icasting,
Home, Energy ete. Even more impoxrtant, perhavns, the
largest number of scientists and engineers, and research
students outside all the above mentioned entities, nei'de

in universities and 1174, Medical and Engineening Colleges.

The major science agencies have pumanily pué <in tr.2ir
nedources 4in their own Laboratonries. They do have "extra-
mural” programmes, and, of fLate, special projects to Aupnaont
thein own activities have been given to a number of iniversi-
lies, but particular strategies fon  Ssupporting inatitutions

to nraise them to fevels of effectivencss ane Atill nrathen

weak .
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I{ there i4 one inference that can be drawn from the
efponts of various science and education agencies, it is this:
whenever 4elective strengthening of 4Acience and technology
ingrastructune has been created around good people, the
nesults have been spectacular. This can be specially noticed
in negard to some of the support in universities and institutes
of Technology through programmes such as those of SERC,
the COSIST programme of UGC and others. This has enabfed
these institutions to quickly take on new ideas and new
challenges, This has aflso helped to educate students .n
an environment of modern day Acience. However, the invut:
have been smafl and have touched onfly a very Amall {rcction
oy the potential generatons of science and technofogy, incli lina
36T management, SERC and UGC togethenr woufld have spent
no more than 90 crores {or this activity in the Seventh
Plan, to cover about 150 universities, covering about 6000

colleges. This may be the budget of 6 medium sized Yabora-

{tonies,

A Science Foundation in the United States, {or example,
can correctly concentrate on these institutions whicn alreaay
have a 4trong infrastructure and funding support through

private income, nregional state agencies, private {oundations

on 4industry. ALl these anre absent in India. Practically

all the support has to come {rom the central budgetary alloca-
- tions, supplemented by AmaU_ nesounces generated by industrial
neseanch faboratornies. The support i4 now managed through
very Large number of agencies, not only in the area of

applied 4science and engineering but also in basic 4ciences,







