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Date: 28/10/99
Navegaon National Park- ideal tiger habitat ruined

“Vidarbha Nature Conservation Society has completed task of the ecological assessment of Nawegaon
National Park (Dist Bhandara, state of Maharashtra). Last tiger of this protected area was poisoned to death
on 24/12/1998. People staying in and around this PA requested the case of wildlife poaching particularly
Panther, Gaur and Sambar. Body parts of wild animals are being struggled to other parts of India through
Madhyapradesh. VNCS conducted workshop of people & managers of this protected area. People’s apathy
& total failure of administration ruined the ecological status of this park. Poaching, illicit tree felling by
mafias has posed grave threat to the survival of this PA. Once upon a time hardly 15 years back this PA
was famous as the ideal tiger — habitat”.

Young Environmentalist — Environment Education movement of VNCS

Vidarbha Nature Conservation Society has launched environmental education programme for the youths
staying in and around three major protected areas of Vidarbha, Navegaon National Park, Pench Tiger
Reserve & Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve. We are conducting 20 environmental camp of 4 days duration
each with participation of 1000 youths. This activity would create awareness among youth about
conservation of natural resources & protection of the biodiversity of PAs. VNCS would has planned long
term fallow up programme to involve motivated youths in joint forest & protected area management.
Response of the youths is over whelming in the direction of generation of their awareness in conservation
of biodiversity and joint protected area management programme. VNCS is doing pioneering work in
building cadre of young environmentalist and creating issue based programme to protect integrity of PA &
the right of the livelihood of local community.

PARYAVARAN BACHAO YATRA

Vidarbha Paryavaran Parishad Samanvay Sammittee in collaboration with Vidarbha Lock Vikas Manch &
other organisation organisation Paryavaran Bachao Yatra from 21 to 30 October 1999. This yatra started
from Lekha-Mendha village of Gadchiroli district on 21* October and would conclude at Chandrapur on
30™ October 1999. Nearest 25 motivated environmentalist participated in this yatra & they are travelling on
bicycle covering 28 villages. They are arranging meeting with villagers, display of posters folk-dances,
street plays to make people aware about environmental problems & remedial measures. Special emphasis
will.bedaid on motivating village to participate in joint forest management programme”
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Please use above-mentioned information for your newsletter.

With kind regards
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“Ecological assessment of Navegaon National Park Dist.: Bhandara”

Seme observations / conclusions based on interviews with Forest Staff, other
Government Officials, villagers, Panchayat Members and NGOs are as follows:

Total failure of PA administration.

No posting of responsible officer like Asst. Conservator of Forest and Range Forest
Officer for a long period. Hence, no control over administration of PA.

Inadequate staff.

No action in cases of forest offences registered by lower staff. No action has been
initiated by the higher officials of forest dept. against culprits found guilty in cases of
attack on forest staff. This has resulted into demoralization of staff.

Anti poaching squad is not patrolling in PA. Squad lacks vehicle.

The only jeep of this PA is not in working condition,

Checkpoints are not repaired for a long time and therefore, CHOWKIDARS are not
willing to stay there.

Gatekeepers are found present only during 8 AM to 4 PM. After which most of the
gates are found without man.

No involvement of local community in forest protection.

State government has not yet approved package of rehabilitation. Delay in processing
this matter has lost the faith of people in forest officials. Other departments could not
execute schemes of rural development at the villages inside PA. People are angry of
this attitude.

As per the opinion of people, forest staff could not protect this PA. Some of the
forest staffers are helping forest offenders.

No proper census of wild life is being carried out.

As per the opinion of staff, they can not control forest offenders, as smugglers move
in forest in-groups with arms and one or two or few forest guards can not catch them.
Some incidences of attack on forest staff have occurred. In their opinion, it is difficult
to control activities of offenders engaged in illicit tree/bamboo felling and poaching.
It indicates their demoralized state of mind. The PA requires a good controlling
officer with adequate staff. It is necessary to arm them.

Most of the fire watchers are engaged in the houses of officers as maid servants,
hence causing problem in pushing more persons in the protection of PA.







