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Sir,

Sub.: Yet another serious threat to the largest surviving Elephant
Population in India- The imminent severance of the Muthanga Elephant
Corridor in Kerala Wayanad

The world’s largest remaining Asiatic elephant population is now found in India
and their prime habitat of swampy, lower elevation forest has almost totally

disappeared.

The elephant is the most sacred animal in the Indian ethos but the current official
protection measures are grossly inadequate to safeguard the remaining wild
population. There are now more enslaved elephants in most parts of its original

range in India than wild ones.

There are three prime elephant habitats in the Indian sub-continent. The northern
most is along the base of the Himalayas spanning both the Ganga and the
Brahmaputra basins. The western part of this tract is called the Terais - the
swampy foothills of the Himalayas extending from Uttaranchal in the west to
Assam in the east including a large tract in southern Nepal and a smaller extent in
Bhutan. The elephant population in this tract used to have links with the Burmese
elephant population as well as the elephant population in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts of Bangladesh. After the partition of India, during the 1950s, 60s and 70s,
the Terai tract was cleared and settled to accommodate the huge influx of Hindu
and Sikh population which moved into India from Pakistan and Bangladesh. By
the 1 970s the Himalayan foothill elephant habitat had been nearly totally wiped

out excepting a few small scattered pockets. The largest extent of the remaining







