Address to the Nation on the
Eve of 58" Independence Day
14 Aug 2004
New Delhi

Education for Dignity of Human life

My Dear Citizens of India,

On the eve of the 58t Independence Day, I extend to you my best
wishes for your happiness and prosperity. My greetings to all of you
at home and abroad. Let us, on this occasion, remember with
gratitude, the selfless and devoted services of our Armed Forces
and those of the Paramilitary Forces, who are guarding our
frontiers on the land, the sea, and in the air. I take this
opportunity on this Independence Day to convey the best wishes of
the people of India, to our men and women participating in the
Olympic Games in Athens.

I met 200 freedom fighters from different parts of the country on 9™ August
2004. I saw in their ripe age, their enthusiasm to bring back the nationalism
as a living movement. I salute all our freedom fighters on this occasion. Let
me dedicate this Independence Day broadcast to those great souls who
pioneered our Independence movement. We remember them with reverence
and gratitude for liberating us from centuries of foreign rule. Their saga of
sacrifice has realized the‘ singular and the noble vision of heralding an

independent nation.

Dear citizens, we must realize, the significance and the value of our freedom

movement. Fortunately after our independence in 1947, we have come a long
way in the field of education and moved towards a knowledge society, as a
result of the vision of our educationalists and the policies and actions of
successive governments. Many of our educational institutions have excelled in

the world. In order to revitalize our self-esteem and culture, it is vital to
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' emphasize the role of education system for creating an enlightened, dynamic
and prosperous society utilizing the advancement of science and technology. I
therefore propose to discuss the education system in some detail in the later

part of my address.

General Elections

The nation is happy that the conduct of the recent general elections

and transition to a new government has taken place in a peaceful
and orderly manner. In an increasingly complex world
environment, this significant achievement emerging from India is
yet another valuable contribution to world peace and stability. Now
that the government is in place, we all have to get on with the work

of building the nation.

External Relations

We are steadily strengthening our presence in Regional -and International
institutions including the United Nations. We also realize it is essential to
strengthen and restructure the United Nations to make it more purposeful. We
cherish and advocate multi-polarity in the world order that respects the principles
of sovereignty, non-intervention, freedom and democracy. While not forgetting the
painful lessons of history, our foreign policy is aimed at a vision that seeks to
establish India, the largest democracy in the world as a developed country with its

rightful place in the international fora.

Defence & Security

With the rapidly changing global security environment, our nation’s domains of
security concerns have greatly expanded from what it was after Independence.

Another measure of our nation’s strength is the effective, firm and fair handling of

Page 36 of 124







