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1. INTRODUCTION

The United Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Development (UNFSS8TD) in cooperation with the State
Science and Technology Commission(SS8TC) of the People”s Republic
of China(PRC) had organised the Beijing International Conference
on Science and Technology Policy and Research Management at
Beijing during October 4-8, 1983, The Conference was organised
as the culminating activity of the two-year project organised and
co~funded between the SSTC and the UNFSSTID, Under this project,
the Chinese delegation had visited Austria, Belgium, Canada,
France, Hungary, India, Italy and EEC Headquarters, The main
cbjective of the Conference was to invite these countries to
Beijing and review the activities connected with S&T policy and
research management in China and other countries, From India,
Dr 8 Varadarajan, Secretary, Department of Sciemce and Technology
was invited to participate but in view of his inability to do so,
he had nominated Dr P J Lavakare, Head, S&T Promotion Division
of DST to participate in this Conference.

The Indian participant was requested to prepare a paper for
this Conference on "India“s Experience in Science & Technology
Policies and Plans for Promoting Research and Development in
Priority Areas in Science & Technology". The paper prepared by
Dr P J Lavakare is enclosed in part II of this report.

The participation of Dr Lavakare was supported by the
UNFSSTD who had paid the to and fro air fare as well as per diem
for stay in Beijing. Dr Lavakare visited Beijing during the
period October 2-9, 1983 and returned to Delhi om October 11,
1983, This opportunity was also made use of for discussions with
our Embassy officials to finalise the return visit of the Indian
delegation to study the science policy and research management
aspects in the PRC which is a study visit under a project of
UNFSSTD and which has been approved on the basis of reciprocity.,
The Indian delegatin is expected to visit the PRC during November
15th to 25th, 1983,

2, BEIJING CONFERENCE

About 70 participants attended the Conference; roughly half
of them being Chinese. (List of participants is givem in
Annexure 1I). Out of more than 30 papers presented at the
Conference, about 18 were from Chinese., List of papers is given
in part II of this report., Selected papere which are of
considerable importance to our own activities and which bring out
some policy issues in PRC as regards science and technology are
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also given ic part II of this report. The rest of the papers
reported are available in DST. It is also expected that the
UNFSSTD will bring out the proceedings of this Conference during
the next few wmonths. The papers presented by the Chinese
provided an extremely frank and open assessment of the Chinese
activities, policies and plans. It is hoped that these papers
and the present report will provide a detailed background brief
to the Indian delegation visiting China during wmiddle of
Bovember 1983 as part of the UHFSSTD project for India,

The Conference had following two Plenary Sessions :

Plenary Session I - Approaches towards the development of
science and technology resources im
the context of national economic
priorities and changing intermational
environment;

Plenary Sessiom II ~ Regional & internmational cooperation
in science and technology.

The Conference not only had papers presented in the Plenary
Session but there were three Working Groups which discussed in
detail, and in an informal manner, the following three areas :

R&D Management;

ii, Policies for promotion of high technology;

iii, Transfer of technologies from abroad and between
national economic sectors., :

The time available for discussion inm the Plenary was not
sufficient, However, the working group discussions were very
lively. I could not teke part in all the working groups
simultaneously but I did participate in the three working groups
on 8 time sharing basis.

In the area of R&D management, the Chinese have not clearly
given the organisational structures under which S&T activities
are carried out im the country. There are however two streams
under which 88T asctivities are carried out, Main scientific
sctivities involving pure or basic research are carried out under
the auspices of the institutes which are affiliated to the
Chinese Academy of Sciences (Academia SINICA). The Academy is
supported by the government and now there are about 117 research
institutions totalling more tham 70 thousand staff wmembers of
whom over 36 thousand are scientific and technical personnel.
Many of these institutions are carrying out fromtline work, As
regards the exchange of visits between the academies of the two
countries, it may be mentiomed that a visit of a delegation from

Contd...3..







