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SITUATION OF THE GIRL CHILD IN INDIA

The girl child population in India is around 200 million. As per the 2001 Census, out of
the 157.9 million children aged 0-6 years, 75.8 million are girls and the rest 81.9 million
are boys. In 1991, there were about 4 million missing girls, not because fewer females
were born, but many more were allowed to die. But now, as the 2001 Census reveals,
even the number of females being born has gone down. During the decade 1981-90 the
SRS sex ratio at birth were above 900 whereas in the succeeding decade it has shown
definite sign of a decline below 900. The decline in the sex-ratio in the 0-6 years
category, also explains the neglect of the girl child in the initial years.

| Sex ratio of total population and child population in the age group 0-6
1961-2001

Year Sex-Ratio in age group 0-6 Over all Sex-Ratio

1961 976 941

1971 964 930

1981 962 934

1991 945 921

2001 927 i 933

“It is clear that the sex ratio in the age group 0-6 has decreased at a much faster pace than
the overall sex ratio of the country after 1981. ..... One thing is clear — the imbalance that
has set in at this early age-group is difficult to be removed and would remain to haunt the
population for a long time to come”, says the Census of India 2001, Series 1 on pp. 96.

® In 1901 number of females per thousand males was 972. In 1991 it decreased to 927.
Also the ratio starts falling further from 957 to 927 by the time the girl is nineteen.

Girls in the age group of 13-15 years consume less than two-third of the
recommended calorie intake.

About 13% of female deaths before the age of 24 are due to complications of
pregnancy and childbirth.

Girl child remains intellectually underdeveloped as she is denied opportunities to
attend school.

Even with the recognition of the fact that the girl child has special needs that must be
promoted, most schemes fail to specifically provide for these special needs and therefore
the girl child often gets subsumed under the wider canvass of schemes for women and
children. One way to express commitment to the girl child is to have schemes exclusively
for them, but often these schemes suffer major setbacks for want of adequate resources.
Our effort here is to emphasize on such schemes. Schemes are launched, a budget is
allocated but no or a meagre amount of expenditure incurred. Planning of schemes and
budgets for such schemes is particularly questionable.




Promises to change the fate of the girl child have been made and programmes to
match them launched. But somewhere along the way, the financial commitments no
longer match the promises. The tables below speak for themselves.

NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE SAARC DECADE OF THE GIRL
CHILD

The culmination of the growing concern for the survival and overall development of the
girl child in the SAARC region was manifested in the decision to observe 1990 as the
SAARC year of the Girl Child. The enthusiastic response to the issue concerning the girl
child in 1990 prompted the Heads of Governments/States to declare the 1990°s as the
SAARC Decade of the Girl child. The Department of Women and Child development
prepared a National Plan of Action for the SAARC Decade of the Girl Child focusing on
the survival, protection and development of the girl child.

To maintain the tempo and a drive of various activities was initiated in the region during
the year of the Girl Child.

The gender specific goal for the decade of the girl child in India are targeted in three

major areas:

- survival and protection of the girl child and safe motherhood which will touch upon
various aspects of health, nutrition, immunisation and maternity and child health,
referral facilities safe water and sanitation,

Overall development of the Girl child with the ultimate objective of freeing her from
her stereotypical

Roles, making her economically independent and self reliant thus facilitating her
mainstreaming into national development with an equal status.

Special protection for vulnerable girl children in difficult circumstances and

belonging to special groups who are economically and socially deprived or disabled,
physically or mentally.

To fulfill the goals of the National Plan of Action for the SAARC Decade, the
Government initiated a specific scheme for which the budget was as follows:

Budget Estimates, Revised Estimates and Actual Expenditure for
SAARC Decade of the Girl Child
(Union Budget)

In millions
Year Budget Estimates | Revised Estimates | Actual expenditure
| 1990-91] 17,5 ke 13.4
1991-92 1 1 1
1992-93 0.1 0.1
1993-94 0.1 0.1
1994-95 0.1 0.1
| 1995-96 | 0.1 : 0.1
| 1996-97 | 0.1 | 0.1







