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BIRDS AND THE FLOWERING CHERRY

By
Usha Ganguli

I spent three weeks in autumn at Ranikhet (6000 ft,) in Kumaon
Hills from October 25th to November 15th 1965. I had not expected .
to see any wild flowers at that time of the yvear in a hill station,
So when I saw the Wild Cherry, Prunus puddum, in flower in and
about Ranikhet I was very pleasantly surprised and a good deal
puzzled. Why does the Wild Chorry which I believe is indigenous

to north-western Himalayas, flower in autumn when normally spring
would be the blossoming time for most flowering and fruit trees?
The only other tree in flower was the eucalyptus though only a

few trees in each grove had flowered,

Considering that the eucalyptus belongs to Australia'in the
Southern Hemisphere I was not surprised at this late flowering,
for October would be springtime in Australia, On the other hand,
T 1ove seen a variety of eucalyphbus blazing with orange=-red
Fflovers in June in Ootacamund., A botanist probably would have
an ans..er to this vexing problem, For myself, I was happy that
the wild cherry was in flower while I was there, The trees were
leafless and completely covered with soft pink blossoms, They
attracted a variety of insects including bees which I thought °
would in turn attract different kinds of birds feeding on them,
ljhat baffled me was that the birds which visited these blossoms
came mainly for the nectar and not for the insects!

The following is a list of birds which visited the wild flowering
cherry trees.

The Brownfronted Woodpecker (Dendroconos auricens) was a regular
visitor to cherry blossoms, UsuaTly one, sometimes two were
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