WAYANAD PUAKRTHI SAMHAKSHANA SAMLIHT

SeBattery.
21-2-1991,

Smt. Maneka Gandhi,
State Minister for Environment,
NoE W B E- P HeT

Respected Madam,

This is to invite your kind attention to the
grave situation in Wayanad, arising out of the large scale
Smuggling of sandalwood from adj a cent states of Tamil-
Nadu and Karnataka.

The Wayanad District is situated an the trijun-
Ction of the three states of Tamil Necdu, Karnataka and
Kerala. The Mudumalai {Tamil Nadu). Bandipur, Nagarhole
(Karnataka) and Wayanad (Kerala) Wildlife sanctuaries form
a continuous stretch of forests dn the border of %these
three states,

Eventhough there is no sandalwood in Wayanad
forests, three factories extracting sandalwood cil are
working in Wayanad district, just outside the Wayenad
wildlife canctuarye —In the entire Kerala State there are
Very few sandalwood trees, that fag only in Marayoor
Tange in Idukky district, Hence these factories in Waya-~
nad are depending solely on sandalwood smuggled putage
Karnataka ane Tamil Nadl forests by well organised gangse
Ementhough this illegal activities are going on from
196018 for the last 3-4- years, its magnitude has incre-
ased enormously, ,According to our estimates evzry month
about 50 tonnes of sandzlwood reach these three factories
located in Kallur (in Noolpuzha Panchayat), Mylambadi

Meenangadi) and Kattikkulam (Ihirunelli). Yeail Nady
and Karnataka State loose crores of rupees every year on
2ecount of the sandalwood smuggling. This sandalwood
Comes maily from Moyar, Masinagudi, and Satyamangdalam
forests in Tamil Nadu, and Hassan, Kollegal, and Saryur
forests in Karnataka, The wood is transported to the
factories in “ayenad through Mudumala, Bandipur, Wayanad,
and Nagarhole wildlife sanctuaries. If you look into
the quantity of sandalwood confiscated accidentally by
the forest Jepartment during the last few months, which
is orily a fragment of the quantity actually smuggled,
you-wikl realise the enormity of the clandestine operat-
ion going on unhindered, Other than confiscating the
Sandalwood which comes into their notice, the.Kerala
Stete forest Leopartment is not charging any cases against
the culnrits.

Besidos destroying invaluable natural wealth
and causing great loss %o the national exchequor, this
illcagal trade in sandalwood is creating other serious
Bcological. economic. and social preblems., The gangs
Eomprising 30 to 50 peonic stay in the wildlife sanct-
Uaries and (eserve rtests for weeks and they causc
iprecoverable loss +0 the forests and wildlife. Bften,
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