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Bangalore to an extent which is
b generally realised. But it is

The

N 1974 we quit Bombay because

our pleasant cottage in the sub-

urbs in Andheri (where some-

times over 30 species of birds

could be seen in a week) was
beginning to be surrounded by high
rise buildings.

We came to Bangalore seeking
greenery and quiet and we were not
disappointed. Initially we stayed in
Palace Orchards, and the Kutroo...
kutroo... kutroo calls of the small
green barbet (Megalaima viridis)
could not be missed by anyone with
the least interest in birds. They are
entirely arboreal, living on fruits
and berries, and so never need to

House sparrows are
now becoming
scarce in Bangalore
and this is ascribed
to the lack of
suitable nesting
niches in our
modern streamlined

~ houses

starts hesitantly with a few staccato
notes but in a few weeks it delivers
its famous song early morning from
the top of a prominent tree or from
the terrace of a building - a veritable
treat to hear. In Bombay I attempted
to reproduce the song of one nesting
in our garden on my violin, just to
find out how many notes the song
consisted of. At the height of the
breeding season it consisted of 17
notes.

House sparrows are now becom-
ing scarce in Bangalore and this is
ascribed to the lack of suitable nest-
ing niches in our modern stream-
lined houses. In 1975 there used to be

descend to the ground. It is said
that in recent years the barbet has
become conspicuous in Delhi
because of the large-scale planting
of Ficus trees (Banyans and
Peepuls). These ficus trees con-
tribute to the beauty and 'ecology’'

cheering to note that the
Karnataka Heritage Society, under

Bird

a few trees in Palace Orchards
which were used as a communal
roost for hundreds of these passer
domesticus. They arrived in
batches on this clump of trees,
quarreled loudly to secure the
safest positions, chirping vigor-
ously for several minutes. Then
suddenly all was quiet, and a
passerby if he had not witnessed
the earlier happening, would have

the Chairmanship of former Chief
Secretary J C Lynn, formulated a
project for the protection and regis-
tering of all Ficus trees. Barbets and other frugivo-
rous birds will certainly welcome this move.

A very attractive and inconspicuous species in the
then Palace Orchards were the tiny white eyes
(Zosterops palberosa). Their habit of being on the
inside foliage of trees and shrubs make them difficult
to observe. By sibilant whispers, not very audible to
our ears, a whole flock can continuously keep in
touch. Unlike the barbets, white-eyes are insectivo-
rous, so that they play an important role in keeping
our vegetation free from insect pests.

A bird which was very common 25 years ago was
the Pied Bush Chat (Saxicole coprata). This is a
species which is closely associated with a rather spe-
cific habitat. Any open area with a few bushes and
rocks usually harboured a pair of the black and white
male, and its life companion, light brown, more mod-

and more quiet. The male is fond of strutting

t, displaying its presence by its song and flapping
movements. Alas, the grassy meadows of the type
favoured by these birds have vanished. I now see them
occasionally on KEB overhead wires strung across
meadows free of human activity. The pied bush chat
belongs to a species where the males play no part in
domestic chores, leaving to the female to bring up the
family. During my wandering in rural Bangalore, I
have often found males displaying in the vicinity of
their nests while the females were busy incubating.
Even the feeding of the chicks is undertaken almost

- | ontirely by the female.

A bird with which
Bombay but which
seems to have become
rare here, is the magpie
robbin (copsychus
solaris) - a fine vocalist
when songs can be
quite thrilling. Having
been almost completely
silent in the non-breed-
ing season, it is in
February/March that §
Nature gives it the sig-
nal to start using its
vocal-chords in readi-
ness for the breeding
season to follow. It

we were very familiar in
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missed the presence of the birds
within the trees. Although the
house sparrow was our commonest
bird, there are still gaps in our knowledge of its life.
For example, some experts believe that these roosts or
dormitories are occupied only by the young unmar-
ried sparrows. All the birds which are paired sleep
separately around their nesting sites. Salim Ali once
suggested that a good way to determine the truth or
otherwise of this conjecture would be:to throw
coloured water on the roosting group for identifica-
tion. If the same group of coloured birds reappear on
the roost on subsequent days, you might begin to
know a little more of this aspect of their life history.

A group of birds which need open areas (prefer-
ably lawned surfaces) are wagtails, and when we
stayed in Palace Orchards one pleasant sight during
the evening walk was to see these birds bathing in a
puddle by the side of Sankey Lake. Just before sunset
literally scores of wagtails of several species - white
wagtails, yellow wagtails, grey wagtails, all stood by to
take their turn. A few flicks of their wings in the
water, a rapid shake for getting rid of the element, and
careful combing of the primary feathers made them
more airworthy than any man made machine. These
birds which come here during winter from as far away
as Siberia, are also getting rare. The reason is obvi-
ous: we have killed their insect prey by powerful non-
specific pesticides - killing even the harmless insects,
and these birds which in the olddays came to the trop-
ics to avoid the harsh winter of their temperate lands,
now find our country difficult to survive in. More and
more people are now turning to organic farming for
obvious reasons. If the movement grows the wagtails
will continue to delight
us by their graceful
appearance and lively
movements. The prey-
predator relationship
provides a fascinating
study. It is believed that
over a period of time
predators increase in
proportion to the prey
available. If this is true
and if we decide to rely
on natural’  forces
instead of chemical poi-
sons, we may be the ulti-
mate gainers.







