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efforts of the staff of all oaterories w:iwo identified ¢ m’g{a

for the new Institute. DNefore long, talented seientists, technolo
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ASPIRATIONG, ACHIRVENESNTE AND ROPES FOR THE PUTURR

The weloome newe shout the celabration of the Miver Judiloe of
the OFTAI rouses a variety of memoriee and ningled mabe emotione
in a person who had to go through the processes of planning,
starting and direeting the work of the insti‘ution or over
fifteen years, During this period, the OFTRI, starting with a staff
of threo, grew to be the digpest and one of the most fmportant,
nulti=dicoiplined institutions for the study of fo0d Seisnd
teohnology in the whole ¥orld, with a ataff of over eleven
hundreds 7This achiovement wme posoidle through the sood will
active support of several national leadews, sitarting with the
then Prome Minister, ‘hri Jaweharlal Nehrus the succession of
Mrectorelionarales, starting with Ire. Phatnagar, and sleo other
senior oxegutives of the CHIRy the Ohief Ministers of lvsors,
starting with Sl K.0. Reddy, and other suthorities of the Matey-
and wmore than say thing elsme, the Jdedication and coneconirated néf

with the intereste of the institution,

The Thunmugan Chetly Committee had aseigned the Lighert
priovity for the setting wp of s e tional laderatory devoted to A
food togbpology. It 15, however, =til)l a mystery why Dr, %ata&gar\
vith hie rare acumen, 414 not think 1% necer@ary %o appoint =
Planaing Committes, The entire responsibdility of rlamning, ees)oc-
ting the lecation and the starting of the Institute woo left to »
percon, whose main qualification wae that he war s blochemiet wiéhi
intercost in agriculture and in food processing, Whatever tubre-
quently happened was symbolic of the keen interest and generos ty
of all concerned - with the completion and acceptanee of the plan
in two monthey the welcome gesture of the Ttate in offering the 2
beantiful Cheluvambe Palace and itc extensive grounde for the
loeation of the Institute; the formal acceptance and take over %
the Prome Mnister; and the stapting of meientific work, early
in 1949 = all within shout seven months after commencement of the -
Plamning. These were possidle boesuse there was n strong backeround
of good will and confidencej] and red tape that wae eufficiently
loosened $o muit the nseds,
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The partition of Infia drought mey corrpssy dub, in an
unique way, 1t wae also a source of good fortune %o the OFIRI
bocause 1t led to the merger of the Indian Institute of Trult
Technology whore experisnced staff provided an exeellont nucleus

giste and snginesrs, from both within the country and aivoad,
Joined the ranke o7 the Institute, 4 happy feature egx\han dave
was that every 4diseipline ha? all the space, Trecdom, rmaa a8
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