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“[Universities] are essentially a community of teachers and
students where, in some way, all learn from one another or, at any
rate, strive to do so. Their principal object is to deepen man’s
understanding of the universe and of himself - in body, mind and
spirit, to disseminate this understanding throughout society and
to apply it in the service of mankind. They are the dwelling places
of ideas and idealism . .. .. Theirs is the pursuit of truth and
excellence in all its diversity — a pursuit which needs, above all,
courage and fearlessness. Great universities and timid people go
ill together.” [Section 11.01]

“[Universities] must learn to strive to serve as the ‘conscience of
the nation’, as the assessors of the national way of life . . . .. and
there is a danger of losing our bearings unless universities are
able to play this role adequately by involving themselves deeply in
the study and evaluation of the social process. Such involvement
is vital since the universities are pre-eminently the forum for
critical assessment of society — sympathetic, objective, unafraid . .
... So far, the Indian universities have not performed this function
adequately.” [Section 11.04]

- Report of the Education Commission (1964-66)
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EXCERPTS FROM JYOTIRAO PHULE’S MEMORIAL TO
HUNTER COMMISSION ON EDUCATION
(19 October 1882)

‘Higher Education

The cry over the whole country has been for some time past that
Government have amply provided for higher education, whereas
that of the masses has been neglected. To some extent this cry is
justified, although the classes directly benefited by the higher
education may not readily admit it. But for all this no well-wisher of
his country would desire that Government should, at the present
time, withdraw its aid from higher education. All that they would
wish is, that as one class of the body politic has been neglected,
its advancement should form as anxious a concern as that of the
other. Education in India is still in its infancy. Any withdrawal of
State aid from higher education cannot but be injurious to the
spread of education generally.

A taste for education among the higher and wealthy classes, such
as the Brahmins and Purbhoos, especially those classes who live
by the pen, has been created, and a gradual withdrawal of State
aid may be possible so far as these classes are concerned: but in
the middle and lower classes, among whom higher education has
made no perceptible progress, such a withdrawal would be a great
hardship. In the event of such withdrawal, boys will be obliged to
have recourse to inefficient and sectarian schools, much against
their wish, and the cause of education cannot but suffer. Nor could
any part of such education be entrusted to private agency. For a
long time to come the entire educational machinery, both
ministerial and executive, must be in the hands of Government.
Both the higher and primary education require all the fostering
care and attention which Government can bestow on it.

The withdrawal of Government from schools or colleges would not
only tend to check the spread of education, but would seriously
endanger that spirit of neutrality which has all along been the aim
of Government to foster, owing to the different nationalities and
religious creeds prevalent in India. This withdrawal may, to a
certain extent, create a spirit of self-reliance for local purposes in
the higher and wealthy classes, but the cause of education would

be so far injured that the spirit of self-reliance would take years to
remedy that evil. . . . . .







