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This is thé second book to be written by an Indian
author on magi¢ squares, the first one having been
written in 1356 A.D. by Narayana Panditha constituting
the last Chapter XIV of his book onfﬁg}}&ggﬁ%gi in
Sanskrit entitled Ganitha Kaumudi. Although of short compass,
this chapter contains the notion of congruence, examples
of nasik (pandiagonal or perfect) and associated (sym-
metric or central) squares, the continuaus step method for
the construction of squares of odd order, a liberal use of
the method of combining two auxil ary squares for construct-
ing squares of both odd and even orders, ingenious methods
for the construction of squares of singly even order like
6y, 10 and 14, other miscellaneous methods and also examples

of magical configurations other than squares. I wish to

highlight in this book some of the methods in Ganitha Kaumudi

relating to magic squares.

I have added a small chapter on Ramanujan's work on
magic squares and shown how a simple and almost trivial

formula of his can be used for the systematic derivation of

As regards the other topics dealt with, the choice is
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