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Dear

Environmental
The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India, has initiated a p ro»jecti%)g,//,g:ngzl:/
prepare India's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). Such a Plan has been a
long-felt need in the context of the rapid loss of biological diversity in India, and is also in keeping
with India's obligations under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. In 1999, the MoEF came
out with a Macro-Strategy on biodiversity; the NBSAP, which is supported by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) through UNDP, will attempt to flesh out this macro-strategy in the form

of very detailed action points and time-bound programmes.

The aim of the project is to evolve a plan relevant to the country as a whole, tackling the range of
biodiversity concerns and the different levels at which biodiversity is impacted. To this end, it is
envisaged that action plans will be prepared for 14 themes relating to biodiversity at the national level,
for the 31 states and union territories, for 9 inter-state ecoregions, and for about 20 sub-state, local
sites. All kinds of biodiversity will be focused upon: wild plants and animals, domesticated livestock
and crops, micro-organisms, and ecosystems. In all this, the greatest stress will be on maximum
participation of women and men from all sectors: local communities, scientific organisations, NGOs,
govermnment agencies of all kinds, political leaders, artists, and others. There will be special focus on
1ssues of gender and equity, ethical concems, livelihoods linked to biodiversity, threatened species
and ecosystems, and community-based conservation.

A layered organizational structure has also been instituted for drawing up the NBSAP. The National
Project Directorate (NPD) is situated at the MoEF. This NPD along with the Steering Committee
provides guidance and assistance for the process. A Technical and Policy Core Group (TPCG),
consisting of experts from various fields and different parts of India, from both government and
outside, is the main planning and executing body of the NBSAP. An administrative coordinating
agency (BCIL, New Delhi), is overseeing the logistic aspects. Themes will be handled by appropriate
Working Groups, and state or local level processes by appropriate nodal agencies and steering
committees. These groupings will consist of a cross-section of sectors, interests and professions.

[ have been asked to coordinate the TPCG, on behalf of Kalpavriksh. [ am now writing to informally
intimate you that the TPCG has recommended you to be the nodal agency for the state of
DANMAN + Div in the context of the NBSAP. As a nodal agency, you will be required to
coordinate the preparation of the action plan for your state/U.T. In this, you will be guided by a State
Steering Committee (SSC), comprising of people from various sectors. We will suggest to you the
composition of the SSC, though of course you will perhaps want to choose some members yourself.

You will hopefully soon receive a formal intimation of this from the Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Government of India. Our information is that MoEF has conveyed this recommendation to
the Chief Secretary of your state, and is awaiting his/her formal concurrence. Meanwhile, we would
also like you to book the dates of June 23/24, to participate in the Inaugural National Workshop
on this project, in New Delhi. You will be intimated further details of this workshop very soon after
being confirmed as the nodal agency, and after receiving your own concurrence.

We look forward to working with you on this exciting process. Thank you, sincerely yours,
(Ashish Kothari)

Coordinator, Technical and Policy Core Group
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

Apt. 5, Shree Dutta Krupa, 908 Deccan Gymkhana, Pune 411 004, India.
Telefax: (924/2);\854289 « Email: ashish@nda.vsnl.net.in
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