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CHHILCHHILA LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY

-Suresh C Sharma & Vincent Van Ross —

In Kurukshetra district on Pehwa road lies a village Saharsan. Near the village is an area
spreading 80 acres of land which is said to have been dug by the Pandawas of the Mahabharata
fame. Water of this depression is also reported to have some medicinal properties and skin
diseases are believed to be cured by taking a holy dip in its water. This area belongs to the
village panchayat which gave it to the Forest Department on a 30-year lease for plantation
purpose. Eucalyptophil state Forest Department planted eucalyptus on the bank as well as on
the dry bed of the lake by making ditches and trenches. It is still a surprise that this shallow
lake with eucalyptus all around attracts good number of water birds. Last year Sh Manohar Lal,
Wildlife Inspection of nearby Saraswati Wildlife Sanctuary spotted 50 Rosy Pelicans from
here.

Wildlife Department in its sincere efforts to protect the wetlands of the state notified the
Chhilchhila Lake as a sanctuary around ten years before. There was a move to denotify the
Sanctuary but due to our efforts and support of Dr Asad R Rahmani and Sh Anil Agarwal of
CSE, the sanctuary escaped from denotification and even some efforts were made to turther
improve the habitat of the sanctuary.

Now again the sword of denotification is hanging on the sanctuary. Reason is that
villagers were to have this land back after expiry of 30 years. They do not mind to see the

sanctuary being developed on the land provided they are given monetary compensation for the
land. Wildlife Department is already cash starved and hence not in a position to oblige the
villagers. Our discussions with the wildlife department officials indicate that they will be
compelled to denotify the sanctuary as a matter to this effect is already lying to be decided with
the judicial authorities of the district, though we could not ascertain this from the villagers.

1t will be of interest to mention here that Bhor Saiydan Crocodile Sanctuary is just 6
kms away from Chhilchhila lake. Haryana’s largest reservoir Bibipur lake is also nearby.
Saraswati Wildlife Sanctuary is 20 kms from here.

Several wetlands of the state are already in the grip of water hyacinth and others are
shrinking due to careless development, urbanization, fisheries and apathy of the villagers. It
will indeed be a pity if Chhilchhila is allowed to be denotified.
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