THE FACES OF EXCELLENCE

The year 1989 is the year of the 12th birth centenary of cne

of the very greatest men who walked on this planet - Adi Sankara,

the great philosopher and visionary, the greatest travelling
saint, who, in a short span of life of just 32 years, travelled
from Kerala to Kashmir and from Dwarka to Jagannath Puri knitt-
ing the whole of India through the paths threading his foot-
prints and spreading the divine message of his philosophy
and humanism for the mankind. He was a great synthesizer,
the author of the Advaita philosophy, whose greatness truly
transcends all divisions and boundaries, if one is to view
him and his achievements in the true spirit and perspective.
That it is the 1land of ours, India, that gave birth to this
saint, who influenced the lives and thoughts of the generations
of  us  Indians, is neot eonly something we must be proud of,
but also it is .something we ought to ponder about in the socio-
palitical milieu of today. What a remarkable (super)human

he was!

In more recent times, eleven centuries. later, on Nov.14,1889,was
born another remarkable human being, whose 100th birth cente-
nary we are also celebrating this year. This is Jawahar Lal
Nehru. Since he lived so close to us in space and time, we
have had a direct opportunity to see him and to appreciate
his multifaceted and multiecoloured personality. Nehru's far-
sighted statesmanship has been acknowledged throughout the
world and he can be seen today as the tallest of the statesmen
in the world, dwarfing his contemporaries_by‘orders of magni-

tudes.







