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Dear Mr. Nakamura,

I am delighted to offer my support for the
nomination of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan for the Blue Planet
Prize 1995.

As one of the world’s leading scientists, Dr.
swaminathan’s career has been dedicated to sustainable
agriculture and the preservation and improvement of the
world’s ecological resources. He has made a unique
contribution to food and agricultural science and
technology, particularly for the benefit of the rural poor
in developing countries.

In addition to his many high posts of
responsibility within the Indian government, Dr.
Swaminathan has occupied a number of international
positions of great responsibility and distinction. His
scientific prowess is amply jliustrated by the exceptional
honours bestowed upon him by many international
organizations and academic institutions.

The relationship between IDRC and Dr. Swaminathan
dates back to the early eighties, when he was Director
General of the International Rice Research Institute.

Since then, and ‘in his various capacities, IDRC has
collaborated closely with him on a host of research
activities, the most recent of which being the Iwokrama

International Rainforest Programme in Guyana.
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The myriad of Swami’s accomplishments in genetic
conservation and enhancement have greatly strengthened the
research capacity in these areas. He has advocated
successfully the recognition that biodiversity and
intellectual property rights are priority areas that extend
beyond the scientific community.

On a more personal note, I should add that Dr.
Swaminathan is one of the most humane, gentle and
thoughtful men it has been my privilege to know. He would
bring lustre and distinction to any organization which saw
fit to honour him. It gives me great pleasure to add my
name in support of his nomination.

With kind regards.

Yours/ gincerelyy,

Keith A. Bezansén
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