REHABILITATION OF GREAT INDIAN BUSTARDS AT ROLLAPADU :
KURNOOL DISTRICT : ANDHRA PRADESH

INTRODUCT ION:
In the absence of reliable reports, the rare bird,

Great Indian Bustard (Aredeotis nigriceps, vigor) was
considered to be almost extinet in the State of Andhra
Pradesh. In prompt response to an information, after
patient search by the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Wildlife
Sanctuary Division, Srisailam, the rare bird was resighted
at ROLLAPADU in Kurnool District on 24th August 1982.
Nilshikaris, the notorious community of Nandikotkur used
to traditionally catch these rare birds and sell them

for Rs.50/- to 100/~ each., By the end of 1982 twelve
birds were located in ROLLAPADU, ALA GANUR, SUNKESUIA,
JALAKANUR, CHERUKUCHERIA, VIPINAGANDLA, THAN GEDENCHA

- and LAKSHMIPURAM Village fields of Nandikotkur Taluk.
Immediately two daily wage watchers from the Nilshikaries
and two more from Rollapadu village were employed to
watch these birds and thus steps were laid for the conser-

vation of GREAT INDIAN BUSTARDS in Andhra Pradesh.

HABITAT AT ROLLAPADU:
The barren savannah type grass lands called
' BARARKALU' interspersed with dry cereal crops, cotton,

castor, and coriander with bushes of cassia suriculata,

Disaspyros melanoxylon, Acacia spp. Morinda angustifolia
and phoehix humilis, here and there provide an ideal habitat

and perhaps one of the best habitate in our country for

these birds. These grass lands are rich with locusts,




“de
grass hoppers, centipeds, millipeds and lizards.

Further the dry crops are infested with many insect pests.
These provide ample food for the bustards, which also
feed on groundnut when the fields are harvested. A few
dry streams drain the grass lands, along which there is
an evergreen growth of bushes. These bushes provide

day time resting cover for the birds.

GEQLO GY, ROCK AND SOIL:
The rocks belong to Kurnool Cuddapah formations.

The Kurnool sedimente were laid-down upon the upturned

and denuded edges of the Archaens. The Kurnool forma-

tions consist of shales, lime stone, napa and quar¥zites.
The upper most strata are a series of altered shales and
lime stones.

The soils are gravelly with heavy clay content
at places and with low parameability. Black cotton soils .

also occur in the surrounding areas.

LOCALITY FACTORS:

Rainfall is very minimum in these areas and most
of it is due to south west monsoons. The average rainfall
is 600 mm, The areas are generally hot and dry. Tempera-
ture rises above 40°C during summer and mild winter season
prevails from November to January. In peak summer the nearby

streams dry up and water is scarcely available.

POPUTATION AND BREEDIN G SUCCESS:
At the first sight during August 1982, three

birds (2 adults and a young one) were found in Rollapadu







