1.00

i.08

"'1

SAVE GANGOTRI

Gangotrd : The source of Ganges is situated at an altitude

of 3,200 meters at the confluence of shagirati and Kedarganga
in Ustarkashi distriet. On all four sides there aze high
rocky mountain, The 'Cangetri® temple dedicated to Godesses
Ganga 4s situated on the right bank of shagirathi, This small
temple was bullt in 19th Century by Amar singh Thapa, the

chisf of Gurkha Commanders., Gangotri is one of the most famous
piligrimage centers in India which attracts people from various
parts of India, Oevotess take water from Gangotri and offer

it at Rumeshwaraim, a Piligrim centere in South india. In the
samy way the sand from the coast of Rameshwaram is broaght to
Gangotri and it is immersed in the rivers. This symbolic

act signifies the concept of one nation inspite of Indias’
diversity, The ~angothri attracts numerocus pilgrims from all
over the country. It is because of this mass appesl to our
countrymsn, that Jawakarlal lehru called Gang: as “:iver of
India”,

The situation before Road link.

About 30 years back, the pilgrims walked from Uttarakashi and
Tehri, They stayed in Dharmshalas and caves, there was no
briddle path beyond Harsil, Usually pilgrims followed the
sheep track, Pilgrims with great d-diecation and respect for
Gangotri ventured on this trip., At Gangotri, they either stay=
ed in Uharmashala or in nearby caves., Pilgrims trekked this
tough terrain barefoot, They had utmost respect for the river
and they strictly adhered to rules framed by prictice, They

- mever polluted the river water., Iven throwing of old stale

flowers, clothes was prohibited, Peocple were prohibited from
using soip. The pilgrims held the Sangotri in high estecm and
thay would not even cross the bridge with their sandls. This
dedication and respect was the main source which protected
the river from being polluted by human interfearance.

The Present sSituation

Since 1984, the construction of bridge across Jhanavi has
linked Gangotri to outside world by roid., Now the buses ply
£rom iighikesh to Sangotri. This road link h.s reduced the
difficulties of trekking and now the number of pilgrims visit-
ing Gangotri has increased from 10,000 to five lakh per year,
A number of cement buildings have been built to cater the
needs of pilgrims, The place attracted more tourists and

the simple pllgrims of countryside of India had to suffer the
hardghips. The dedicated pilgrim could not get any place in
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Charmaghala, neither he is in a position to pay high cash
for lodging. HMost of the natural caves have besn takenover
by sSadhus, depriving common pecple the natural home.

vestruction of iInvironmant:

Forests :~ In comparision with earlier reports the forests
around Gangotri has been destroyed at a faster rate in last
£ive years, The trees have been felled to construct new
buildings in Gangotri, similarly the need for fuelwood hags
increased due to increase in the number of pilgrims. The
fuelhjood need cannot met only by fetching deadwood. So,
green trees are felled to mect fuelwood demand, The most
destructive factor is the use of wood during wiater. ariag
wintaxs 1950°'s only four sadhus stayed in uaaqot:i during
winter months, Now this number has increased to 40, All
these people who stay during cold winter months consume
enarmous quantity of fuelwood, They exert more pressure on
scarce forest resources, depleting it at a faster rate, The
depletion of forests at such high altitude is bound to
create adverse affects in future,

Polluticn

Pollution of the sacred river is one of the dangerous after
affects of the increase in pilgrim, tourist population.
Gangotri, a tiny place has no facilities to accomadate the
influx of people. There are hardly any faecilities of toilet
and bathroom. 50 the pecple deficiate all arocund the place ,
and the situation has become unbearable. One of the shocking
thing is about ths construction of open latrines, Many
pecple, including Sadhus have built such open latrines on
the banks of river shagirathi., The human waste is directly
dumped into the river water, The garbage and waste from
sghrams and other buildings is also 6umpaé straight iato the
river. .ll these activities has not polluted the wholy
Ganges at its source, but it has turned Gangotri to a £ilthy
place not gate for human habitation, '

Cultural Pollution

Gangotri, the Pilgrimage center has now become a centere of
antisocial elements. The Sadhu's are more interested in acqui
ring wealth than devoting time towards s;iritual attainment.
“iost of the Ashrams in Cangotri are encroaching upon the
vacant land, They are constructing buildings. ishrams have
bacome A centere for antisocial elements, who exploit the
innocent pilgrims,
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