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QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

THE RoOYAL SoclETY oF CANADA

LA SOCIETE ROYALE DU CANADA

April 24, 1991
CABINET DU PRESIDENT

Professor S. Ramaseshan,
Professor-Emeritus,
Raman Research Institute
Bangalore 560 080

INDIA.

Dear Professor Ramaseshan:
The Royal Society of Canada, as National Academy for Canada,

is holding an international symposium on Constraints to Freedom of
Scholarship and Science in Ottawa, Canada on November 3-6, 1991.

The general organization of the symposium is shown in the
attachments. The organizing committee invited National Academies
or their equivalents from the five regions of the world, as define#d
by the United Nations, to assist in the selection of participants
from all parts of the globe. The Indian Academy of Sciences has
suggested your name and it 1s my great pleasure and honour to
invite you to participate in the symposium as a member of one of
five discussicn panels which will consider different topics within
the overall theme.

To maintain the balance of viewpoints on each topic, we are
asking each invited speaker to be a member of a particular panel.
All participants will have an cpportunity to join in the discussion
of each topic, so we trust that you will be able to accept the
position in the precgram that we are prcposing to you. Should you
feel that your interests and experience make other topics on the
program equally or even more attractive to you, we will make every
effort to accommeodate your preferences within the overall framework
of the meeting.

We would ask that you take part in Panel D , which will
discuss the constraints of established scholarly and scientific
communities, of accepted methodologies, of dominant paradigms.
Others invited to join this panel include Rita Levi Montalcini,
Institute of Neuro-Biology, 1Italy, Professor Ladislav Tondl,
Director, Institute of Theory and History of Science, Czechoslovak
Academy of Science; Dr. Adebayo Adedaji, Executive Secretary for
the Economic Commission for Africa, and Dr. Juan Luis Gonzales,
Chile.

The financial support available from several sponsors will
enable us to pay your standard airfare to and from Ottawa as well
as your accommcdation and other 1living expenses during the
svaposium. If you accept.  this invitation., we will contact you
immediately regarding travel and other arrangements. :




Please direct any questions you may have to the attention of
the Executive Director of the Royal Society of Canada, Mr. Michael
Dence. We look forward to having you among our distinguished
guests and to a stimulating discussion of the serious issues

encompassed by our theme.

Yours sincerely,

7 2

Hon. Jules Deschenes 0.C.,0.C. L.T.D.

BPiO. 9734,
Ottawa, Ontario
K1G 5374

Telephone (613) 992-8402
Fax (el3) 992-5021
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1. The Royal Society of Canada (hereafter TRIS.C."] working
through its Committee on Freedom of Scholarship and Science ?‘fl
(hereinafter "C.F.5.5."), is organizing an international symposium

on the Constraints on Freedom of Scholarship and Science to be held

in Ottawa, Canada, November 3 - 6, 1991. :

7o The symposium will include discussion on four main topics by
panels chosen to reflect a geographical/political balance between
-he five regions recognized by the U.N., i.e. West, East, Latin
America, Africa and Asia. In addition there will be a series of
invited addresses on related themes. : :

The topics to be addressed by the panels are:

(a) freedom of scholarship and science and political
constraints; '

freedom of scholarship and science and economic
constraints;

social, cultural, religious and ethnic constraints on
freedom of scholarship and science

the constraints of established scholarly and scientific
communities, of accepted methodologies, of dominant
paradigms

Although greatest emphasis should be given to impediments or
obstacles to freedom of scholarship and science, there is no reason
why, even if only in drawing contrasts, attention could not

also be given to what best promotes such freedomn.







