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MISCELLANEOUS NOTE

15. MORE NOTES ON FINN’S BAYA (PLOCEUS.
MEGARHYNCHUS)

After the recent publication of my note on Finn’s Baya Ploceus
megarhynchus (JBNHS, 51: 200-204) I had occasion to visit the bird
market in Calcutta, where I found a large Baya, apparently of this
species, being sold in some numbers. I bought a few birds in the
hope of being able to study their plumages, but they did not survive
very long. The five additional skins now available 'in Bombay,
however, if compared with the specimens listed earlier, produce
interesting results :

Four of the 11 birds dealf with in my previous paper, viz., Nos.
6, 7, 8 & 9, were cage birds and not procured directly from their
natural habitat. If these four, together with the fresh specimens from
the Calcutta market are compared with the others (excluding those
in complete non-breeding plumage) they fall into/ two distinct
groups : —

Group I. The ‘cage’ birds, have:

(a) yellow on the rump and upper tail coverts;

(b) the yellow on the underparts extending to and including the
vent and under tail coverts;

(c) traces of a broad, brown pectoral collar often broken in the
centre, leaving dark patches on both sides of the neck.

The vent of specimen No. 6 obtained from the Victoria Gardens
was, upon ré-examination, found to be pale yellow and not white as
originally recorded.

In addition to the above, Finn’s description of rutledgii (Ibis,
fgor, pp. 29-32) which is accompanied by a coloured plate also shows
all the three characters mentioned above.

One @ (sexed post mortem) from among the fresh specimens was
cketched in color in April when no collar or yellow was visible.
WWhen it died on 8th October the underparts had become pale yellow
and distinct traces of a collar were discernible.

Group II. The wild birds obtained by O’Donel in the Bhutan
Duars, and again recently by Dr. W. Koelz at Agia near Goalpara in
Assam, differ from Group I in the following :

(a) No (or very slight) traces of yellow on the rump;

(b) a white vent occasionally extending from the lower belly up
the breast in the form of a tongue;

(c) little or no traces of the brown pectoral band:

Dr. Koelz has been good enough to examine several other speci-
mens in his collection (also from Agia), and confirms the above
characteristics.

The measurements of the two groups are similar, but there can
be little doubt that they represent separate populations.
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P. megarhynchus was described by Hume from Kaladungi below
Naini Tal, on the strength of two birds in non-breeding plumage,
and we must determine to which of the above groups they belonged.
The specimen in the Indian Museum, presumably the type of Finn's
rutledgii, bears on the label ‘Purchased from W. Rutledge whose
suppliers obtained them from Naini Tal area’. Harper in Ibis, 1902,
page 169, and Bull. B.0O.C., 1903, page 23-24, refers to specimens
obtained from the Calcutta market and said to have been brought
from Gorakhpur, 300 miles south-east of Naini Tal. Current en-
quiries in the Calcutta market in regard to the specimens now
purchased by me also indicated the same area of origin, and i would
therefore appear that the form represented by the cage birds {Group I)
is from an area in the foothills of the Western Himalayas adjacent
to where the type of megarhynchus was obtained by Hume. That
rutledgii is a synonym of megarhynchus was later admitted by Finn
himself.

The ‘wild” population of the Bhutan Duars (Group IT) extending
east at least to Agia near Goalpara in Assam thus differs from true
megarhynchus and remains unnamed. The provenance of the caged
birds is, however, to some extent speculative and it is therefore
advisable to await the collection of specimens of this form in their
natural habitat and in breeding plumage before finally naming an
eastern race, as seems called for.

The voice and notes of the cage birds were a loud chit-chit quite
different from that of the Common Baya. The iris was noted as
‘bright orange in a g in bright vellow plumage, and umber-brown
-in a female. : : '
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