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p8) In 1812, Key estimated 2,516 gf _habitants. And in 1821, estimated
4,353, inhabitants in 160 villages. Kundah was uninhabited.

Timber exploitation also increased during this period.: The Forest
Department extracted 35,140 m3 of teak between 1857 and 1910 from the
Mu‘«Mﬁdumalai forests for the raillways and for export to Yylon. «’./’\

i
The forests of the slopes were also rapidly denuded. On the éigur
forests, 38 tonnes/yr. of sandal were extracted between 1880 and 1900,

and only 6 tonnes/yr. between 1901 to 1807.i In -addition,pHrocarpus, ° W/
marsupium, gerstroemia}ir lanceolata and /ano ?Iss’ s latiffora have gone \
rare. alia

During this period, a lot of exotic species were introduced on the hills.
The necessity to acclimatize the exotics had been recognised very early.
And whereas the endogenous trees produced 1/2 tonne of dried wood

M pinacre, Eucalyptus globulous produced 25 tonnes under the same
conditions.
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p18) "Difficulties encountered In meeting the demands of the Bombay
dockyards for teak lead Mr. Conolly, the collector of Malabar, to begin
the teak plantations of Nilambur in the early forties. This earliest
beginning of systematic forest management is also one of the most
successful. Though teak lost its supreme Importance in ship building
long before Mr. Conolly’s plantations came into bearing, the work has
gone from strength to strength, and today the Nilambur plantations,
still rapidly expanding, are among the most productive and valuable
forest properties of their size in the world.”

“The period of raillway construction was a time of heavy inroads upon
the forests. By the early sixties, serious anxiety regarding the Ff
forest resources in many parts of India caused the government T
undertake a general enquiry which resulted in the modest beginnings
of the Indian forest service.”

“In 1924 some 3,400 sq. miles of forest of mainly local value were
transferred to the control of village panchayats some of these have
taken their responsibilities seriously, but on the whole misgivings are

felt. In its latest review of the management of these forests, the Board
of Revenue remarks. "Most of the collectors report that the ordinary
revenue staff has not been able to devote the requisite attention to the
panchayats with the result that many of them are left to take care of
themselves. The forest has in consequence deteriorated to some
extent.”

“"The function of the evergreen forests Is mainly protective. They clothe
the almost precipitous slopes of the hills in a rainfall zone of 200 to
300 inches a year,regulating the flow of water in all the west flowing
streams and protecting the upper waters of many of the rivers flowing
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